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Tele Blacklists 
Performers Who 


Blow Their Lines 


A new “blacklist” is being com- 
piled quietly in the television in- 
dustry, but this one has no political 
connotations, It’s a list of those 
actors and actresses who consist- 
ently blow their lines on TV and 
whom most producers and direct- 
vrs want nothing more to do with. 

As explained by one network 
producer, this undercover ban from 
TV actually is as much to the bene- 
fit of the actor as it is to the pro- 
grammers. He pointed out that sev- 
eral members on his list are com- 
petent thesps with considerable ex- 
perience in other show biz media. 
Some psychological quirk, however, 
probably causes them to forget 
their lines on TV. As a result, 
the producer said, such actors 
should not accept work in video, to 
protect themselves in legit or films. 

Producers haven’t been able to 
explain why such performers con- 
sistently will go blank when a show 
goes on the air. According to the | 
producers, the actors get plenty of 
rehearsal time, as proved by the 


7. 


Pix Invade Met Op. 


Motion pictures will make their 
initial invasion of the sacrosanct 
Metropolitan Opera House, N. Y., 


April 1 when Sir Alexander 
Korda’s ‘‘Tales of Hoffmann’ is 
world-premiered there. It will be 


a one-shot, charity event sponsored 
| by the Red Cross, with a large 
society turnout anticipated. 

Pic will open 


under present plans. 


film 
Shoes,” made by the same produc- 
ers as the latter, Michael Powell 
and Emeric Pressburger, and star- 
ring Moira Shearer. Lopert Films 
is distributing. 


Use S.A. Pitch 
On Disk Jocks 





In the hectic competition for 
plugs on disk jockey programs, 
cheesecake is becoming an_ in- 
creasingly important factor. The 
struggle for deejay cooperation 





fact that the fluffing is not con- 
tagious among other members of | 
the cast. Of course, it’s pointed | 
out, there have been instances | 
where the line-blowing is due to} 
production problems, last-minute | 
changes in the script, etc. In such | 
cases the talent always gets more 
than one chance. 

Prime example of the actor | 
whose name goes high on the, 
blacklist, however, appeared re- 


(Continued on page 55) 





Some House Probers 


Feel H’wood Red Quiz 


Should Be Reopened 


Washington, Feb. 13. 
Feeling of some members of the 
House Un-American Activities 
Committee, 
Red probe ought to be reopened— 
first disclosed in Varrety last De- 


cember—broke into the open this | 


past week, following an organiza- 
tion of the new committee in the 
82nd Congress. 

Matter came up briefly during 
the closed committee session and 
Was learned about later by news- 
men. The 1947 investigation re- 
Sulted in the “Unfriendly 10” all 
being found guilty of contempt of 
Congress and all being sentenced 
to Federal prison. However, it was 
Pointed out at the Un-American Ac- 
tivities Committee session last 
Week, a number of witnesses sus- 
pected of 
Were subpoenaed but never put on 
the stand in 1947. A couple of 
Members thought it might be a 
800d idea to summon them and per- 
‘aps even to take testimony on the 
oast, 


The House Committee meeting 


*xploded in a series of protests by 
(Continued on page 5&) 


| Charlotte Lord joins 


that the Hollywood | 


Communist affiliations | 


being what it is today, sex appeal 
is being used in the sphere of 
record promotion; as long as 
the deejay continues to play 
his vital role in the making of a 
song, the gentle art of spin wheed- 
ling will continue to encourage 
the emergence of the femme prac- 
titioner. 

Latest recruit to the ranks of 
freelance record promoters, 
a contact 
sorority numbering Kappi Jordan, 
Elle Kofler, Virginia Wicks, Gloria 
Perle, right hand to Buddy Fried- 
lander, and Kay Ryan, who works 
out of the office of publicist Jim 
McCarthy. The office opened by 
Miss Lord will be an autonomous 
unit servicing the rhythm 
blues field but as an adjunct to 


(Continued on page 55) 








900 Fewer Brit. Studio 
Workers Than in 1949 


London, Feb. 13. 
Employment in British studios 
has taken a further dive. Latest 
official figures published by the 





| Joint Production Advisory Com- | 


mittee show tota: employment at 
the end of 1950 had dropped al- 
most 900 from the previous year 
and was less than half of the total 
for the end of 1948. 

The end of last December showed 
all studios’ total employed to be 
3,553. The figure was 4,431 at the 
end of 1949, while there were 7,739 
British studio workers in 1948. 
Figures for December last rep- 
resents a dip of more than 750 
over last September. 

The drop, of course, reflects the 
decline in production. September 
quarter had an average of 16 films 
in production each week. It slipped 
to around seven late in December. 
There has been a slight uptrend so 


far this year with about 10 pix | 


{now on the floor. 


its regular run! 
three days later at the Bijou, N.Y.., | 
With the) 
Offenbach music as_ background, | 
is a ballet sequel to “Red | 


In Plug Rivalry 


and | 


EXT?’ DILEMMA 





ee 


GAOUALTY LlaT 
PRESENT POSE 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


Television in the short span 
| of 18 months has practically gone 
through what it took radio 25 years 
to exhaust. With but a few talent | 
exceptions, notably Danny Kaye | 
and a handful of others, practically | 
everyone has sought to integrate | 
himself into the TV medium. The | 


major comics, with an awareness | 
that they can’t afford to let the TV | 
parade bypass them, have taken) 
the plunge—but with few outstand- 
ing instances of success. 

All the tried-and-true formats 
that have been radio staples for 
years have been converted into TV | 
—drama, variety, audience partici- | 
pation, etc. Material that had a} 
life-long guarantee in vaude and| 
other show biz media has been | 
drained, leaving the TV cupboard | 
threadbare. Result is, everybody | 
is asking, “Where do we go from. 
here?” 

The casualty list mounts weekly. 
Fred Allen gave up a few months 
back, and is still waiting for the 
right moment and the right format 
to re-enter the medium. Other 
major personalities are far from 
happy—and ditto their audiences— 
over adapting themselves and their 
comedic talents into TV. Bob Hope | 
reportedly wouldn’t be averse to. 
scramming, at least for a while, 
and the same goes for Jack Benny, 


(Continued on page 55) 


Tapes Seen Cutting 
Into Disk Sales 


Tape recording, which has al-| 
ready cut sharply into the disk | 
business in radio, tele and pix, may | 
now start making inroads into. 
over-the-counter record sales. | 
Audio & Video Products Corp.,| 
eastern distributors of the Ampex | 
‘recorder, is moving into produc-. 
‘tion and distribution of pre-record- 
'ed music’on tape for both broad- | 
‘casting and home use. 

A&V has taken on Joseph Hards, | 
who headed Recording Associates, | 
Inc., which has been marketing 
tapes with music by European and 
non-name American bands. A new 
corporation is being formed to ped- 
dle the tape library. Charles Rynd, 
A&V general manager, reports an 
“enthusiactic response” from own- 
ers of home tape-recorder units 
and also from dealers in the equip- 
ment, who welcome the library as 
an additional merchandising aid. 

Tape, because of the material 
expense, is more expensive than 
disks. Half-hour reels retail for $6 
and 60-minute reels sell for $10. 
This compares with about $5.45 for 
a long-play disk that contains 
around 40 minutes. However, it’s 
pointed out by A&V, the tape can 
be erased and used again for what- 
ever the home user wishes to tran- 


(Continued on page 5£) 
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tion on behalf of Hal Wallis, indie 
| producer on the Par lot, who has 


+ 


Ferrer Jockeys Bard 


Jose Ferrer has been inked by 
Richard M. Pack, program topper 
of WNEW, N. Y., for a weekly 
half-hour Shakespearean disk jock- 
ey stanza. Legit and pic star will 
devote the first 15-minute segment 
to reading parts of the Bard’s plays 
and spinning records by other 


| 


| 


Shakespearean actors. Second ee | 


will consist of a soaperization of | 
the 17th Century classics, with | 
albums being played in _ install- | 
ments over a six or seven-week | 
span. | 

Ferrer is mulling syndication of | 
the program, which starts in about | 
two weeks. 


Par Has 10 Days 
To Meet Offer By 
Col for ‘Blondes’ 


Columbia _ tentatively obtained 
screen rights last week to the cur- 
rent Broadway musical _ smash, | 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” with 
a bid of $165,000. Paramount, hav- | 
ing produced a silent version of 
the Anita Loos comedy back in 
1928, has a 10-day period in which | 





'to meet the Col offer. It is now 


mulling the matter. 

It is understood likely that Par , 
will pass. Only possibility other- 
wise it that it might lift its op-'| 


indicated an interest in the prop-| 
erty. Wallis is considering it as aj| 
starring vehicle for Carol Chan- | 
ning, who has made a hit in the 
current Broadway version. Col 
wants to do it with Judy Holliday 
as a followup to her appearance 
in “Born Yesterday,” which is now 
piling up top grosses throughout | 
the country. 

Aside from the point of whether 
Wallis wants to meet the $165,000 
offered by Columbia, there’s un- 
derstood to be a legal angle in- 
volved. Question is whether Col 

(Continued on page 2) 





|sader Films to 
‘Lawn, on a cost-plus basis, a series 


Minnesota Library Skeds 
‘Flanking Assault on TV’ 


Minneapolis, Feb. 13. 

Fear that because of TV their 
young people “will grow up with- 
out being able to distinguish Tom 
Sawyer from Howdy Doody,” The 
Friends, organized in Wayzata, 
Minneapolis suburb, to make their 
public library a more attractive 
place, has launched what they call 
“a flanking assault on television” 
by inaugurating a story hour in the 
library Saturday afternoons. 

“We don’t mean to antagonize 
TV. fans, but we would like to warn 
parents against allowing children 
to look at television all the time,” 
Thelma Jones, president and li- 
brarian said. “We think children 
should get to know and love good 
books and the first step is to get 
acquainted with the library.” 

As an incentive for the young- | 
sters to attend the sessions, cocoa 
and cookies will be served. 


| 


' undergoing 


| the 


Toscanini Quits 


| 
| 


As NBC Maestro 
In Sudden Move 


In a sudden decision that stunned 
his associates, Arturo Toscanini has 
decided to do his final concert of 
the season as conductor of the 
NBC Symphony Orchestra, this 
g Saturday (16). Some say 
it could conceivably be his final 
appearance in America. 


| The remaining two concerts of 
|the six-week cycle, sponsored by 
| Squibb, will be taken over by guest 
_conductors. But whether Squibb 
| will stay with the broadcasts after 
Toscy checks off was still problem- 
atical as of yesterday (Tues.). 


Toscy’s sudden decision to check 
out, after four broadcasts in what 
was originally scheduled as a 12- 
week Toscy season, reportedly 
stems from medico’s orders. The 
famed maestro apparently hasn't 
fully recovered from a recurring 
knee injury for which he was 
treatment over a 
period of weeks in Philadelphia. 
Critics attending the Toscy broad- 
casts from Carnegie Hall, N. Y., 


| comin 





| have commented on the fact the 


84-year-old maestro’s traditional 
and oft-commented-upon vigor has 
been missing, and last Saturday it 
was noticeably apparent, when he 
was seen to frequently grasp at 
bars of the specially-con- 
structed podium. 

Those close to the scene say it’s 


(Continued on page 16) 


Forest Lawn Mortuary 
Prepping Syndication 
Of Biblical Vidoix 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Forest Lawn—probably the most 
widely publicized mortuary-memo- 
rial park in the world—is going 
into television film production. 
Deal has been wet up for Cru- 
make for Forest 





of 13 26-minute vidpix based on 
the Bible, beginnin ; with the story 
of the Creation. Forest Lawn cur- 
rently is shopping for local video 
time to begin beaming the series 
in the fall. 

Vidpix will be made available in 
other markets to interested spon- 
sors, not necessarily mortuaries. 
Locally, after each beaming, films 
will be offered free to churches for 
re-use. Adele Seymour, long-time 
scripter for “Light of the World” 


radio programs, will write the 
films. If initial 13 meet a ready 
response, Forest Lawn is ready 


to order additional] films to con- 
tinue the series irdefinitely. 

Telefilms are being made so as 
to leave a full four minutes for 
commercials which probably will 
be heavily institutional, emphasing 
the statuary and art work for which 
Forest Lawn is noted. No restric- 
tion will be put on sponsors in 
other areas. 





2 MISCELLANY 


Wednesday, February 14, 195}. 





Spectacular Shows 


Opening: Lotsa Clothes & Kisses 


By LUCETTE CARON 


Paris, Feb. 6. 

Paris is 2,000 years old and 1951 
is a year of celebration. The fash- 
ion openings reflect that spirit and 
couturiers are outdoing themselves 
to put on spectacular shows. 

All familiar faces are here. In- 
ternational manufacturers, buyers, 
press and publicity gals made the 
trip to Paris in great numbers. Full 
ot energy at the start, they look 
more and more wilted as 800 
models parade before them daily. 
Ficur Cowles alone is absent and 
her gilt chair is occupied by 
Carmel Snow, the Queen of Yugo- 
slavia or some Ambassadress. 

What's new? Everything and 
nothing. Same basic silhouet with 
definite trend towards fullness. 
Length, waist, and shoulders have 
not changed and yet everything 


built around them is different. 
Sheaths are swathed with irregu- 
lar panels, folded over peplums, 


tunics, aprons. Skirts are alive 
and full of movement, contrasting 
with the severity of the bodice. 
Pleats are infinitely varied and 
sunpleats spread out at the hem 
over small flexible crinolines giv- 
in® skirts a “bell-like” look. 


Suits are never quite classical 
with revers affecting “all shapes, 
oval, rectangular, deep, narrow, 


wide. Peplums are much shorter 
in some houses (Desses, Balen- 
ciaga). much longer in others (Fath, 
Balmain). Sheer coats in very 
thick organza or taffeta shantungs 


are starred for summer days or 
evenings. - 

The Jean Desses collection is 
built around the = aprons. For 


beach, cocktail and evening, aprons 
come on and off. They become 
capes, and as the evening goes on 
they add an extra tier or two. 
Desses got enthusiastic reviews in 
the French press. 
Three Fath Openings 

Jacques Fath had three openings, 
for the press, buyers, and civilians 
(French society). His salons are 
usually so packed, it’s impossible is 
take notes. However, no one ever 
gets angry with Fath. His theme is 
irregularity in tunics, revers, pock- 
ets, panels. He shows enormous 
buttons, the siz of butter plates, | 
and oversized jewels pinned in old | 
places. There are more dresses for | 
fall than for summer. (He knows | 
what American buyers are after). 
Grey dominates for day. For eve- 


ning, sheer fabrics, embroidery 
and paillettes make a sumptuous 
picture and star mannequin 


Sophie steals most of the applause. 
Pierre Balmain shows both sil- 
houettes: narrow, yet allowing free- 


dom of movement, and fullness 
starting at the hips. His new 
“Evasine” ‘(which he names a 


“jubilee crinoline”), in light frame- 
work of duralumin, is an invisible 
device to spread the skirt at the 
hem, in the manner of a hoop skirt. 
A great stir was created when a 
mauve baby poodle appeared, dyed 
the same shade as a mauve mink 
coat. Journalists were delighted 
to have something to talk about, 


The exhausted audience applauded 





for Paris Fashions | |- 


neux. (He took over Jan. 11, after 
Captain Molyneux retired). He en- 
deavors to keep the same modera- 
tion and good taste as his pre- 
decessor’s style. His line is very 
tailored and severe with straight 
tapered 24 length jackets, coats 
with fullness falling from shoulder 
vokes cut in one with the sleeves, 
and slim dresses with curving | 
peplums. His evening gowns only 
are soft and feminine. The British 
clients of the Captain came with 
a critical eye and seemed satisfied. 

Balenciaga—named the myth of | -§ 
couture because no one ever sees 
him—as usual enchanted his audi- | 
ence by the perfect cut of his suits 
and the extravagance of his eve- | 
ning dresses. Low-mounted sleeves | | 
on his suits give a broader look *%?UNs 
to shoulders; revers are less clas- 
sical. Many two-piece dresses, re- 
movable boleros, removable stoles, 
and white pique give a casual look 
to his daytime clothes. A very for- 
mal evening picture with dramatic 
color combinations ‘mostly black 
and white), rich embroideries and 
trailing taffeta coats. 

And there is Christian Dior. Dior 
is not like anyone else: no sheaths, 
no flying panels, no peplums, no 
aprons. His line ‘he names it a 
“natural” line) is based on a triple 
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WILL MAHONEY 

THE INIMITABLE 
Feb 1h, Nicollet Hotel 

Minneapelis for Two Weeks 


Represented by 
ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP 


STUDIOS WARNED ON 
FITZGERALD BIOGRAPHY 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

F. Scott Fitzgerald's biography 
will not be filmed without a fight, 
according to his daughter, Mrs. 
Frances Scott Fitzgerald Lanahan. 
oval theme: oval of the face, the Notice to that effect was served 
bodice, and skirt. Not one seam 0? motion picture producer's 
is straight, but follows the natural |through the H. N. Swanson office, 
curves of the body. New setting of locally representing the Fitzgerald 
sleeves give rounded broadness to estate. Mrs. Lanahan's notice 
shoulders tapering in at the waist, reads: . ; 
and rounded hips taper in to meet It has come to my attention that 
certain individuals and companies 














he skirt. : : , . 

: His dresses have “measured” | 2Fe considering making a motion 

aii. ta pleated ainte coon picture based on the life of my late 
ahs . x «< 


father, F. Scott Fitzgerald. To 


“controlled” fullness. A great num- 
ber of suits, of three-piece ensem- 
bles, and the most theatrical eve- 
ning picture of all: every dress is 
named after a well-known play. 


ized anyone to produce a picture 
based on the life of my father, nor 
have | authorized the use of any 
material relating to him, to my 
mother or to myself.” 


New Show Biz Curbs 
Via Metal Restrictions 
Washington, Feb 13. 


uninterruptedly, and in their Gallic 
manner, smothered blushing Dior 
with kisses when the show was 
over. 








Miami Columnist Is Fined 
On Contempt Charge After 
Pub. Crap Game Claim 


Miami Beach, Feb. 13. 
Fining of Paul M. Brunn, col- 
umnist for the Miami Beach Sun, 
for contempt of court yesterday | 
(12), covers up an incident in which 
John S. Knight, publisher of the 


New crackdowns on the use of 
aluminum and nickel steel alloy 


were issued last week by the Na- 
tional Production Authority. Barred 
use of aluminum include manufac- 
ture of film cans and cases for 


are in the process of manufacture 
befcre the end of March. 


use for radio towers and transmis- 


a ‘ d } ~~ sion baskets, musical instrument 
Miami Herald and other news-| trings, phonograph needles and 


papers, was directly involved, with 
Walter Winchell indirectly mixed 
in 


organ strings, and radio and TV 
set trim. Also barred is the use 
for ornamentation of musica] in- 
struments, pinball, slot and vend- 
ing machines. 


Brunn was found guilty by Cir- 
cuit Judge George E. Holt on both 
counts of (a) refusing to give the 
Dade County Grand Jury the 
source of his info on gambling | 
activities, and (b) violating the} 
secrecy oath of the jury by talking | 
to reporters afterwards. Bruun | 
paid a fine of $100, claiming that 
since the security of the country 
wasn’t involved, he’d stand on his 





Crosby’s Kidney Knifed 
Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Bing Crosby is resting easily fol- 

lowing a kidney operation at St. 

John’s hospital, Santa Monica, on 





‘in the number of Academy award 
' nominations, collecting 25 to nose at 


| “best actress” nominees, a pair of 
| “best 


avoid any misunderstanding, I wish | 
you to know that I have not author- | 


radio receivers, unless the articles | 


Nickel alloy restrictions ban tts. 


| Habima theatre, Tel Aviv, Jan. 17. | Asphalt Jungle.” Metro; 
|The Israeli are used to top-rank 


_and Isaac Stern. 


20th-Fox’s 25 Nominations Top M-G, 
24, in Academy Award Sweepstakes 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
For the second consecutive year, 
20th-Fox topped all other studios 


Feb. 27, with the deadline set for 
March 13. Results will be taby- 
lated by Price, Waterhouse & (Co 
and awards will be made March 29 
the RKO Pantages theatre 
out Metro, which placed 24 starters when the 23rd derby is run off on 
in the 23rd annual Osear derby. a now-familiar track. Richard 
Paramount showed with 19. Breen is in charge of the presen. 

Bulk of 20th’s selectees stemmed tation program, which will be broad- 
from “All About Eve,” which was cast by ABC and shortwaved via 
entered in the race for best picture 
of the vear and grabbed 13 other 
nominations, including a pair of 


Baxter-Davis Duel 
Hollywood, Feb. 13 
Nomination of Anne Baxter 
and Bette Davis in the “best 
actress” balloting marks the 
first time there are two nom- 
inees in this classification from 
Same film, although there have 
been several occasions when 
two “supporting actress’ nom- 
inees were selected for work in 
same film. 


supporting actress” candi- 
dates, a nod for direction, sereen- 
play and “best supperting actor.” | 

Next most-honored picture was 
“Sunset Boulevard,” which, in ad- 
dition to best production, direction | 
and story and screenplay nomina- | 
tions, placed one candidate in each 
of the four acting award classifica- | 
tions. Other pix nominated as best | 
of the year were a pair from Metro, 


“Father of the Bride” and “King | PPh Toong male division had 
Solomon's Mines,” and Columbia's | Bin a Re ee ape _— 
“Born Yesterday.” ‘ a oe ee 

gerald were nominated for 


Total of 50 films are represented | 
in the 103 nominations, with Metro | 
leading in this classification, | 
spreading its awards among 13 pix. 
Twentieth’s candidates were se- ri ; 
lected from 10 films. Armed Forces Radio Service. Be- 

Nominations were made by some ®!"ning Feb. 18, films involved in 
12,050 members of the film indus- nominations will be screened daily 
try. Final ballots will be mailed 5° that voting members can retresh 
to the academy's 1,850 members on their memories. 
saints : é List of Nominations 
Following is list of award nomi- 


Draper-Adler Have Sock | nations: Best film. “All About Eve." 
Israel Success; Scott, 


“best actor” for their work in 
ee ‘ M4 ry * , 
Going My Way.” Crosby won. 











| the Bride,” “King Solomon's Mines” 
and “Born Yesterday.” 


L e e ' Best actor: Louis Calhern, ‘‘Mag- 
onghair Talent Signed nificent Yankee,” Metro; Jose 

Current success of Paul Draper | ee anl Ms + ogg ee 
and Larry Adler in Israel has ° fee werccenl 


pointed up the big draw that U.S. Ma SaaS geome — 


vauders as well as other talent have | «fp. an? . 
become for concert dates in the Holy | Father of Bride,” Metro. 


|-“‘Harvey,” Tracy, 


Holy) “Bests tor; Je 
Land. Hazel Scott has been inked caandies “eee Prien — 
for next fall, while on the longhair! Eqmund’ Gwenn, “Mister 880.” 


side the Don Cossack Chorus under 
Serge Jaroff, opera tenor Mario 
Berini, and cantor Moishe Ovsher, 
are also. pacted. Molly Picon 
and cantor Moishe Kusevitz- | 
ky, as well as Met contralto Rise 
Stevens, are mulling dates for 1952. 
All this talent has been signed or 
is negotiating with Jacob Amidor 
Moczan, general manager of the 
Yuval Theatrical Agency of Tel} 
Aviv, who is currently in N. Y. to’ 
book artists. 

Draper-Adler tour, he reports, 
has been phenomenal. Duo was ' 
signed for eight concerts; has done | 
24 already, and has a few more to Best direction: Joseph L. Man- 


go. They arrived in Israel in mid-'|,;).°: “Rue : , 
January, with first concert at the | Klewicz, Eve,” 20th; John yma 


'Cukor, “Born Yesterday,” Colum- 
‘bia; Billy Wilder, “Sunset,” Para- 


- . mount; Carol Reed, “Third Man,” 
But a harmonica SRO. 


player performing Bach and other : : ms Gi 
classics is a complete novelty, | Best motion picture story: Giu- 


while Draper’s appearance is the fos Bre a ge gar 
first time a tap dancer ever came | William Bow 7 A es 1 “rT th, 
to Israel for concerts. (Adler was ., fichte 90th: L. nt "4S ‘we 
there once before with Bob Hope, ne “ar om nts eee 
but only briefly.) ease, Mystery Street, — 

Duo has been getting an unusu- on ee ee ee ee 


| 20th; Sam Jaffe, “Asphalt Jungle,” 
Metro; George Sanders, “All About 
Eve,” 20th; Erich von Stroheim, 
“Sunset Boulevard,” Paramount. 

Best actress: Anne Baxter, 
| “Eve,” 20th; Bette Davis, “Eve,” 
| 20th; Judy Holliday, “Born Yester- 
day,” Columbia; Eleanor Parker, 
“Caged,” Warners; Gloria Swan- 
son, “Sunset,” Paramount. 

Best supporting actress: Hope 
Emerson, “Caged,” Warners; Ce- 
leste Holm, “Eve,” 20th; Josephine 
Hull, “Harvey,” UI; Nancy Olson, 
“Sunset,” Paramount; Thelma Rit- 
ter, “Eve,” 20th. 


longhair artists like Jascha Heifetz 








but it didn’t meet the approval 
of a quick little grey-haired 
woman in black whom hardly any- 
One recognized—Mme. Madeleine 
Vionnet, famous in the ’20’s and 
36's. Sitting next to her, Alice 
Toklas ‘biographer of Gertrude 


Siein) seemed quite amused by the 
‘dee. ’ , Item had an “unnamed  pub- 


Jacques Griffe considers it “a lisher” allegecly tahirg part in a 
terrifying honor” to show his new Craps game behind locked doors. 
collection in the House of Moly- (Continued on page 55) 


to the jury that the source of his 
material, which he ran as a para- 
graph in his column, anent gam- 
bling in the county, was wrong. 
The jury’s interest was aroused by 
this item. 
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refusal to disclose his info sources. | 
Especially since he had admitted | 


Monday (12). 
Physician, Dr. Frederick Schlum- 
berger described surgery as 


, “minor.” 
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Par-‘Blondes’ 


Continued from page 1 








would have a legitimate squawk if 
Par met its bid and then didn't 
do the pic itself but turned the 
property over ta an indie. In any 
event Par owns 162° of the pro- 
ceeds of the screen rights in re- 
turn for giving producers Herman 
Levin and Oliver Smith the privi- 


lege of making the musicalized 
version. 
Col ran into competition for 


the property from 20th-Fox. Both 
originally offered $150,000 for it. 
Levin was unwilling to allow re- 
lease of the picture, however, be- 
fore July, 1953, a proviso to which 
Col agreed, but not 20th. Latter 
wanted release no later than the 
fall of 1952. 


Levin, as a result, asked last 
week that sealed bids for the prop- 
erty be ‘Murned in to Edward Col- 
tcn, motion picture negotiator for 
the Dramatists Guild. In its sealed 
bid. 20th came around on. the 
point of the release date, but Col 
raised the ante by $15,000, which 
gives it the rights if Par doesn't 
exercise its first refusal option. 


, made them big draws. 


ally big play in the press ‘even 
though papers are small, due to 
newsprint lack), with front cover 
pix on weeklies, long articles of 
criticism, ete. This, combined with 
free concerts which the duo gave 
for the army and pioneer settlers 
in the harren southern Negev, has 
For one 


concert, people 


says Moczan, 


_ queued up at 4 a. m. to buy tix. 


Moczan has Miss Scott booked 
for a three-week tour of 10 concerts 
next December, with likelihood 
she'll stay longer to do more dates. 


Her husband, Rep. Clayton Powell, | 


will go along. Miss Scott has Yid- 
dish and Hebrew numbers in her 
repertoire already, while Moczan 
brought her some Israeli songs 
which she’s learning. 

Ovsher, who is already known in 


Israel through his Yiddish pix and | 
Is very popular, will go out in May | 


for 10 concerts (with probability of 
another 10 added), and will stay 
three months. He's also set to 


make a film there for U. S. distrib. | 
fhe Don Cossacks, who will be on | 


a world tour next fall, will go from 
dates in Spain and Italy to Israel 
to do 10 concerts in two weeks 
there in November. Berini will go 
direct from N. Y. in April for three 
weeks of concerts. 

Moczan expects to ¢o to the Coast 
next month, then return to N. Y. 
for a visit to England, France and 
italy on the search for talent be- 
fore heading home. 


in the Streets,” 20th; Sy Gomberg, 


“When Willie Comes Marching 
|Home,” 20th. 

| Best screenplay: Mankiewicz, 
“Eve,” 20th; Ben Maddow, John 


i\Huston, “Asphalt Jungle,” Metro; 
Albert Mannheimer, “Born Yester- 
day,” Columbia; Michael Blank- 
.fort, “Broken Arrow,” 20th; Fran- 
ces Goodrich and Albert Hackett, 
| ‘Father of Bride,” Metro. 

| Best story and screenplay: Ruth 
‘Gordon, Garson Kanin ‘Adam's 
Rib,” Metro; Virginia Kellogg, 
Bernard C. Schoenfeld, “Caged,” 
Warners; Carl Foreman, “The 
Men,” Kramer-UA; Charles Brack- 
ett, Billy Wilder, D. M. Marsh- 
mann, Jr., “Sunset,” Paramount. 





Eddy Preps Annual 


Spring Concert Tour 
Nelson Eddy will begin his an- 
nual spring concert tour soon, 
‘starting Feb. 28 at Stanford U. He 
then comes east for a special “Tele- 
phone Hour” broadcast March 5. 
Then he picks up a_ concert 
schedule which includes Harris- 
burg and Lancaster, Pa., Albany, 
N. Y.. Albuquerque and Carlsbad, 
N. Mex., El Paso, Galveston, San 
Antonio and Edinburg (Fdinburg 
College), Tex., Alexandria, La. 
Ok!ahoma City, Danville. Ill., Nash- 
ville. Kansas City and St. Joseph, 
Mo.. Milwaukee, Battle Creek, 
Ames (Iowa State College), Ia., and 
Cheyenne, Wyo. 
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NEW HIGH ON I 


UA Will Invest in Pix, Not Produce 


United Artists, which, with the exception of a half-dozen pix pro- 
duced in association with Walter Wanger in the late ’30s, has al- 
ways restricted itself to the distribution of films, will become part 


owner of some of the product 
Benjamin regime. There is no 
into actual production on its ow 

In addition to the $3,250,000 


it releases under the new Krim- 
prospect, however, of UA’s going 
n. 

which Walter E. Heller & Co. of 


Chicago is throwing into operation and indie production financing 
funds, company’s new toppers are expecting to lineup other coin 


to enable them to make investments in the pix they release. 


While 


it has always been contended that neither UA nor any other com- 
pany could show sufficient profit on distribution fees alone, it has 


likewise been felt that angeling 
good practice. It creates hard 


of occasional pictures was not a 
feelings among producers of pix 


made without such financing. They always fear that the distrib is 
giving breaks to pix in which it has money to the detriment of the 


other films it is releasing. 
Krim and Benjamin hope to 


avoid that charge by leaving the 


option entirely with the producer as to whether he wants UA coin 


in his product. 


Once the fund is established, any indie who needs 


or wants the company’s investment in his pic can have it or not, as 


he wishes. UA is also planning 
and other bonds, which have at 
to obtain and thus have slowed 


to provide completion guarantees 
times been difficult for producers 
the quantity of indie filmmaking. 


The $2,000,000 Heller production fund (on which there are no 
strings as to use as first or second-money financing) will also be 


available to indies on a strictly optional basis. 


Money will be 


available to producers with suitable packages, but they will not be 
required to use it if they have other resources. 








Film Price Spiraling in Walt St. Seen 
Similar to 1940 Earnings Spurt 


Continued spiraling of the prices + 


of film company shares during the 
past week igseen due to.a combi- 
nation of factors. One is the im- 
provement of picture biz and pros- 
pects as a result of a new wartime 
economy; second is that film shares 
had previously moved up very lit- 
tle in relationship to other issues 
listed on the New York Exchange. 
Film shares moved up steadily 
until yesterday (Tues.) when profit- 
taking accounted for minor losses 
in all but Paramount and Universal, 
which showed small gains. 

Much of the buying that has 
brought about the price upturn has 
been by Wall street professionals. 
The’re naturally close students of 
the national economy and have a 
vivid recollection of the spurt in 
earnings that accompanied World 
War II. Signals now are similar to 
those of 1940, and the Wall street- 
ers don’t want to miss the boat. 

Of at least equal importance has 
been the depressed relative posi- 
tion of the fitm shares. While the 
New York Times average of 50 
stocks has moved up from 147 'n 
early December to about 175 cur- 
rently, anc the Dow-Jones average 
of 50 industriais has shot in a mat- 
ter of weeks from 225 to 250, film 
shares have been relatively quies- 
cent. 

Investors and speculators are 
fearful of buying many issues now 
because they think most of their 
appreciation has «already taken 
place. Thus they’ve been searching 
for stocks which haven't had much 
rise as yet, but in industries which 
have capacity for grewth under 


(Continued on page 16) 





Controversial ‘Helmet’ 
Creates No Incident In 
Playing Service Dates 


Washington, Feb. 13. 


“Steel Helmet,” which was de- 
nied the War Department’s stamp 
of approval, has been booked to 
play every Army and Air Force 
base in Continental U. S. and has 
nearly played off the approximate- 
ly 200 dates so far. Fact that it 
was nixed on the approval seal has 
caused confusion in some _ bases, 
but the men have taken the film 
in stride and have made no trouble 
Over the séquence in which a U. S. 
Sergeant shoots a North Korean 
prisoner. 

A spokesman for the Army and 
Air Force motion picture service 
Said the film was not censored in 
any way, that it was doing well at 
the post theatres, but that it would 


not be sent to the men in foreign 
zones, 


On the picture, one or two bases 

Gueried Washington over whether 

to permit the film to be shown. In 
(Continued on page 16) 





Because of public attacks | 


! 


. . Chaplin Nixes Blighty 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
| Charles Chaplin has abandoned 
plans to shoot greater portion of 
| his next film, “Limelight,” in Lon- 
'don. He’s prepping production at 
| his own studio here. 

Original plans had hinged on the 
State Department’s okay of a visa 
|and re-entry permit, since he is 
|not U.S. citizen. 
|a London burlesque house, cente 
around an oldtime comic and a 
|young dancer. Chaplin will star 
| and his son Sydney will have a top 
| featured role. 
‘not set yet. 


| 
| 


No Immediate 20th 
Plans for Swiss 


Theatre TV Setup 


Twentieth-Fox has no immediate 
‘plans for launching a theatre tele- 
| vision service, despite its having 











| wrapped up a deal in Switzerland | 


| National Boxoffice Survey | 


over the weekend for the new 
| Eidophore system of big-screen TV. 
‘Company reportedly plans eventu- 
‘ally to utilize the system in kick- 
ing off its string of theatre TV 
houses on the Coast but, because 
of the nation’s current defense op- 
erations and the fact that 20th now 
is in the process of divorcement, 
it is not expected to be ready for 
commercial big-screen operations 
for a year or more. 

Twentieth prez Spyros P. Skou- 
ras, it’s been learned, had actually 
set the deal with the Swiss inven- 
tors of the system before his cur- 
rent trip to Europe. He reported- 
ly went over this time, in company 


(Continued on page 18) 


DISTRIB SYNDICATE 
BUYS ‘SKIPALONG’ PIC 


Syndicate of eight New York 
distrib execs has bought the nega- 
tive of “Skipalong Rosenbloom” 
from producer Wally Kline. A 
number of the new owners are offi- 
cials of Eagle Lion Classics, which 
will distribute the picture. It’s a 
satiric spoof on westerns and video, 
starring Maxie Rosenbloom and 
Max Baer. i 

Among the ELC execs involved 
/are some of the same who invested 

in producing “The Jackie Robinson 

Story” last year. They include for- 
eign chief Sam Seidelman, who is 
president of Hysides Associates, the 
corporation set up to acquire the 
film. William J. Heineman, ELC 
(Continued on page 16) 








Film, localed in | 
rs 


| BRISKIN SUCCESSOR 


| 
| 


| 
| 





DUTSIDE PRODUCT 


Volume of independent films 


| channeled through the majors in 


participation deals is hitting a new 





| high as the companies are increas- | 
jingly reaching out to bolster re- 


leasing skeds. Representing a re- 
verse of the situation little more 


firms often barred product other 
than their own, “outside” pix now 
are in demand. 

Alignment with the large stu- 
dios also holds strong advantages 
for the indies in that it reduces 
their financing problems to a min- 
imum. Most of the deals provide 
|the major supplies second money 
j}and guarantees for production. 
With this accomplished, indies have 
little trouble at all obtaining ini- 
| tial coin from the banks. 
| Example of the way: the large 
firms are seeking to lure indies was 
|Shown in the case of Stanley Kra- 
| mer, who has only one more pic to 
| deliver to United Artists under his 
releasing pact. When Kramer set 
up a new unit in association with 
Sam Katz, number of firms inti- 
| mated they’d welcome him at their 
respective studios. Kramer him- 
self said he’d simply weigh all of- 
fers and take the best deal. 


No Contract Yet 


While the producer since has 
engaged in extensive negotiations 
with Columbia, contract has yet to 
reach the signature stage, and in- 
dications are he might retain his 
|complete independent status and 


! 





(Continued on page 16) 


PAR STILL BRUSHING 





Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
| Paramount has no one under 


| suecessor to Sam Briskin. Briskin 
| was chief aide to Y. Frank Free- 
/man in operation of the studio un- 
‘til he suffered a heart attack 
|some weeks ago and has_ been 
forced on an easier schedule. 

| Arrival of Russell Holman, east- 
/ern studio rep, here over the week- 


/end gave rise to reports that he | 


would take the Briskin post. That 
led Freeman to inform a group of 
the lot’s producers that there was 
|no one currently under considera- 
| tion. 

' Holman is here on a periodic 


NDIE-MAJOR 





DEALS 











than a year ago, when the film) 


| 


briefing. 


Hint Scuttling 





‘cooperation would be vital. If 


continue with UA. Col previously | 





} 


| 
| 
| 


{ 


| 


FIAMS LURE MORE Krim-Benjamin Get Papers This Week 
Giving Them Voting Trust in UA Stock: 
McNutt Paid for Services to Company 


+ 





vv 


} 
| 


Lawrence Joins Ike | 


Jock Lawrence, public relations 
exec for J.-Arthur Rank in the 
U. S., goes back inte uniform next 
week. Lawrence is joining Gen- 
eral Eisenhower's staff in Paris as 
a colonel, the rank he held in 
World War II. He hops to France 
within two weeks. 

Lawrence was on General Eisen- 
hower’s staff during the last war. 
His new duties have not yet been 
defined. He returns to N. Y. to- 
day (Wed.) from Washington, 
where he has been undergoing a, 








Of Arbitration — 
At Allied Meet 


Washington, Feb. 13. 
There were strong hints from in- | 
side sources this week that Allied | 
States Assn. board would scuttle | 
the possibility tor the time being | 
of an industry-wide arbitration sys- , 
tem. It is understood that the mat- | 
ter might not be brought up at all | 
before the directorate meeting 
Thursday-Friday (15-16) or, if it is, 
that the idea will be vetoed. 
Distribs and other exhib organ- 
izations have their eyes on the Al- 
lied sessions, sinc the action there 
is seen determining whether media- | 


Femme dancer is! consideration at the moment as @ticn of trade disputes might be- | 


come a reality within the next! 
year. What is sought from Allied 
is that permission be given by the. 
directerate to board chairman and | 
counsel Abram F. Myers to attend | 
exploratory sessions with distribs 
and exhib groups on possibilities of | 
setting up an arbitration system. 
Unless Allied goes along, dis- 

tribs feel that there’s no point in 
continuing efforts to establish ar- 
bitration, as Allied reps such a 
large number of small exhibs whose 


Allied gave the go-ahead, indica- 


visit to consult on talent and story 


properties. 


tions were that Secretary of Com- | 
(Continued on page 4) 
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‘Lincoln’s Birthday Boosts Biz; ‘At War’ Champ 


3d Successive Week, ‘Born,’ ‘Pacific’ Next | 


Cold waves are hurting some- | one of the more promising new en- 
| what in several key cities this week | trants. 


“The Enforcer” (WB), on 


/but biz generally is up helped ma- | basis of two dates, also shapes 


terially by Lincoln’s birthday holi- | 
day on Monday (12). Biggest trade 
was realized with product that pre- | 
viously had been thoroughly tested | 
in keys covered by VARIETY. | 

“At War With Army” (Par) is fin- | 


|as a potential winner. 


‘ishing first for the third week in 
| succession, and the fourth session 
it has been first or second in na- 
tional rankings. Comedy looks to 
| top $200,000 although it’s playing 
| extended-run or on holdover in nu- 
merous locations. 

For third consecutive week, 
“Born Yesterday” (Col) is winding 
‘up in second position. ‘Operation 
Pacific” (WB) is taking third money 
for second week in a row while 
“September Affair” (Par) is show- 
ing enough to finish in fourth place. 

“Tomahawk” (U) will cop fifth 
spot, while “Sugarfoot” (WB), a 
new entry, is capturing sixth. 
“Frenchie” (U) is landing in sevy- 
enth slot while “Cyrano” (UA) will 
be eighth. “Steel Helmet” (Lip) 
and “Storm Warning” (WB) round 
out the Big 10 list. Best runners-up 
are “Watch Birdie” (M-G), “Mud- 
lark” (20th) and “Halls of Monte- 
zuma” (20th). 

“Call Me Mister” 


“Vengeance 

Valley” (M-G) shapes as an excel- | 
lent prospect, with most sessions | 
nice to sturdy currently. “Yank in| 
Korea” (Col) looks disappointing in | 
three openings this round. ‘Under | 
Gun” (U), also new, is light to okay. 


“of voting trust certificates. 


Having fulfilled the two obliga- 
tions they undertook last week to 
complete their deal for the acquisi- 
ion of control of United Artists, 
Arthur B. Krim and Robert S. 
Benjamin notified attorney Loyd 
Wright to that effect in Hollywood 
yesterday (Tues.). Wright, accord- 
ingly, is due in New York later this 
week to deliver to Krim papers 
giving him a votinz trust on UA's 
stock. 

Voting trust will consist of five 
members. Krim wil! uname three 
and present owners of the company 
will name two. Beuniamin may or 
may not elect to serve as a trustee, 
Trustees will be elected at a meet- 
ing in New York with Wright to- 
morrow (Thurs.) or Friday 


Thus, for the second time in 


| seven months, control of UA will 


have changed hands via issuance 
As a 
matter of fact, one of the two 
points undertaken by Krim and 
Benjamin last week in order to 


| complete their deal was the obtain- 


ing of an agreement from Paul V. 
McNutt to forego the voting trust 
and options on UA stock which he 
received from owners’ Charles 


| Chaplin and Mary Pickford last 
July 11. 


McNutt readily acquiesced in a 
huddle with Krim, Benjamin and 
their backstage partner, Matty Fox, 
in New York last Friday (9). As 
part of the arrangement, he re- 
ceived a fee—said to be of very 
reasOnable proportions —for his 
services as board chairman during 
the seven months and his efforts 
to obtain coin or other means for 
resuscitating the company. 

McNutt has resigned as board 
chairman—a post which will be 
left vacant for the time being, at 
léast. Krim and Benjamin have 
asked that he remain a member 
of the directorate. Decision on 
the point will be given later this 
week. 

Frank L. McNamee, whom Me 
Nutt installed as UA prexy when 


(Continued on page 16) 
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(20th), just | 
i getting started this stanza, looms as 


'“Company She _ Keeps” 
_Tanges from slow to steady or okay 
|this frame. “Climb Highest Moun- 
| tain” (20th) is trim in K. C. 
“Korean Patrol’? (EL) looks good 
in Chicago. “Great Manhunt” 
(Col) is fairly tidy this week. ‘““Kim” 
|(M-G), good in Pittsburgh, looms 
|neat in Minneapolis and smash in 
| Portland. ‘“‘West Point Story” (WB) 
is hitting a sock total in Montreal. 
i ‘Cause for Alarm” (M-G) is cred- 
(ited with a light week in L. A. 
i“Flying Missle’ (Col), okay in 
Providence, is not so good in Bos- 
| ton. 
| “Harvey” (U), which has handled 
most of its first-run spots in main 
keys, is nice in K. C., solid in N. Y., 
okay in Philly and faney in L. A. 
“Man Who Cheated Himself” 
‘shapes hefty in Prov. “He's 
| Cockeyed Wonder” (Col) is fine in 
| Denver. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 8-9). 


(RKO) | 
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Optimism Key to Myers’ Annual 


Report to Allied States’ Directorate 


Washington, Feb. 13. 


Optimism will keynote Abram rs 
Myers’ annual report to Allied | 
States Assn.’s board of directors, of | 
which he is chairman. Report will 
be submitted to the board Thurs- 
day (15) at the opening session of 
the annual directors’ meeting. My- 
ers tonight (Tues.) was still w riting 


his annual messa! having been 
delayed in the chore because ol 
illness. 


The incomplete report, however, 


indicates that Myers is sure of an 
upswing in theatre business. 
Grosses are not good now, but they 


are getting bctter, Myers wrote, 
and he is prepared to give reasons 
for his thinking. In commenting 
on boxofiice decline in 1950, Myers 
will assert that television has been 
given too much credit for the pres- 
ent distress of theatre biz. 


“False emphasis ‘on TV) has 
tended to tear down the movies 
and to build up television,” Myers 


wrote. 

Other reasons for decline, Myers 
will report, are the installment 
buying of durable goods after the 
war, attacks on the industry by 
fiction writers, radio announcers 
and columnists, and the moral con- 
duct of certain Hollywood person- 
alities 

On the other side of the ledger, 
however, are many factors pointing 
toward better business, Myers has 
written. There are more good box- 
office pictures in current. release 
than at any time in the last decade. 
Divorcement has created a com- 
petitive market and producers are 
“on their toes,” he will report. Hav- 
ing been hit in the pocketbook, 
Hollywood has thrown off its com- 
placency and has “gone to work.” 
In addition, there has been a re- 
vival of showmanship, with exhibs 
giving more attention to their the- 
atres. 

Myers puts a great deal of hope 
in Council of Motion Picture Or- 
ganizations, which he predicts will 
help the industry public relations- 


wise. COMPO’s great opportunity, 
he wrote, is “io weld the whole in- 
dustry into an_ effective fighting 
force to attack and bring: to an 

(Continued on page 14) t 


DUPONT RESCINDS 257, 
CUTBACK IN 35 STOCK 


Washington, Feb. 13. 

The Motion Picture Assn. of 
America, which has been veering 
more and more to the problems 
growing out of controls and short- | 
ages, rang the bell last week when | 
Dupont rescinded the 25° cutback 
in 35m rawstock production it had 
announced recently to its Holly- 
wood customers. Output of 35m 
will continue at the 1950 rate. 

Dupont acted following a visit | 
to the plant at Wilmington last Fri- 
day (9) by Jovee O'Hara, acting 
MPAA prexy. O'Hara followed up 
his session here a few days earlier 
with R. P. Molen, Dupont film 
exec, and Nathan D. Golden, chief 
of National Production Authority 
film-photographiec equipment divi- , 
sion. 

MPAA is now working on the 
rawstock situation with the other 
producers. O'Hara explained that 
the Dupont action did not mean as 
much rawstock would be available 
as during 1950. “It means,” he ex- 
plained, “that 1951 production will 
be the same as during 1950. How- 
ever, 1950 also benefited by a heavy 
Dupont carryover of supplies from 
1949. This vear, Dupont had prac- 
tically no carryover.” Thus there 
is still need to conserve supplies. 








Grant, Bautzer Law 


Co. Merger in Effect 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Two of the most potent industry 
law firms—one in New York and 
one on the Coast—have merged as 
of taday ‘Tues.). New York out- 
fit was headed by Arnold Grant 
and the Hollywood office by Greg 
Bautzer. 

Two of Bautzer’s partners, Gor- 
don Youngman and Bernard Fil- 
bert, will be members of the new 
firm, which will be labeled Baut- 
zer, Grant, Youngman & Filbert. 
Bautzer will be in charge of the 
Coast office and Grant the New 
York end. 

Grant, who was recently elected 
national prez of Svracuse Law Col- 
lege Alumni, returns to New York 
from the Coast over the weekend. 





Phonevision Extended 


Washington, Feb. 13. 

Zenith Radio Corp. will be per- 
mitted to run its Phonevision tests 
in Chicago for the full 90 days 
it originally. contemplated.  Per- 
mission was given by FCC last 
week to extend the test period 
through March. 

Original authorization began 
Dec. 1 but because of difficulty to 
obtain films company didn’t get 
started until Jan. 1. 


Probe Paris (N.Y.) 
Fire Bribe Charge 





A N. Y. Fire Department in- 
vestigation into charges that the 
management of the Paris theatre, 


N. Y. bribed inspectors to overlook 
violations is scheduled to resume 


today (Wed.) at department head- 
quarters. Hearing originally was 
slated for vesterday (‘Tues.) but | 
was postponed because Herman | 


McCarthy, the theatre’s attorney, 
was tied up with another case. The 
Paris been showing the con- 
troversial Italian import. “The 
Miracle.” for the past two months. | 

Meanwhile, the N. Y. State Board | 
of Regents is due to attend a 
special screening of the much- 
publicized film in Albany tomorrow 
‘Thurs.) to decide whether its 
license should be rescinded. A 
Regents sub-committee recently 
held a hearing in New York after 
a finding to the parent body that 
the picture is “sacrilegious.” 
Charges of Joseph Burstyn, the 
film’s distributor, that the board 
lacks jurisdiction to revoke the 
license will also be taken up Friday 
(16), the final day of the Regents’ 
monthly meeting. 

Today’s hearing to probe Paris 
management's alleged bribery of 
Fire Department inspectors will 
mark the third time in three weeks 
that the house’s employees have 
been compelled to answer depart- 
ment charges. Commissioner 
George F. Monaghan, who says he 
is motivated solely by a desire to 
see the fire laws observed, claims 
that information in his possession 
shows that the theatre “systemati- 
cally violated” the fire regulations 
since it opened three years ago. 
These violations, he asserted, 

(Continued on page 18) 


‘Bitter Rice’ Distribs 
Using Diplomacy To 
Lift Albany Pic Ban 


Both Lux Film and Warners are 
hoping for a “peaceful solution” 
to the ban imposed by Albany 
police last Wednesday (7) on show- 
ings of “Bitter Rice” at the Ritz 
theatre. A spokesman for Lux, 
which is distributing the Italian 
import, said yesterday ‘(Tues.) that 
the company contemplated no ac- 
tion on the matter pending discus- 
sions with Albany authorities. 

Warners, it’s understood, is also 
pursuing a course of diplomacy in 
an attempt to reinstate screenings 
of “Rice” at its Ritz. Officials of 
the circuit ran off a private show- 
ing of the picture for the benetit 
of Albany newspaper critics after 
Police Chief Philip Coffey halted 
the regular run. Reportedly, no 
one found the picture objection- 
able. 

Coffey ordered the film with- 
drawn a half-hour after its Ritz 
preem as “improper and objec- 
tionable.” Pic holds a N. Y. state 
license, but the National Legion 
of Decency placed it in it’s “con- 
demned” category shortly after the 
U. S. unveiling last fall. Lux prez 
E. R. Zorgniotti pointed out last 
week that the import has no “im- 
moral or improper” content as 
shown by censorial approval in 
more than six states. 

American Civil Liberties Union 
also interested itself in the case, 
and condemned the police action 
as “outright censorship in viola- 
tion of the First Amendment.” 
Story of “Rice” deals with a jewel 
thief and his mistress who attempt 
to escape in the rice fields of 
northern Italy. Silvana Mangano 
, Stars, 


has 








Arbitration 


Continued from page 3 


merce Charles Sawyer might pro- 


vide the neutral sponsorship for | 


the industry-wide exploratory ses- 
sions. 

Myers has generally been felt 
in the trade to be opposed to a 
regularly -establishéd arbitration 
system. Indications early this week 


were that he nad not shifted his, 


position and that negative results 


could thus be expected from the! 


Allied meetings. 

Also slated for consideration is 
the new format of the Council of 
Motion Picture Organization. Al- 
lied’s representatives, Myers, True- 
man Rembusch, Nathan Yamins and 
Wilbur Snaper, at the mid-January 
COMPO meetings in New York 
stated that they would recommend 
the plan to Allied’s board.  Be- 
yond that, they could not speak for 
the organization, and the fate of 
national Allied’s participation in 
COMPO rests with the board. No 
individual Allied units have voted 


on the enlarged COMPO member- | 


ship plan. 

Other topics likely to come up 
at the board huddles include a re- 
port on the association’s caravan 
committee, review of the divorce- 
ment decrees to date, financial re- 
port and film terms and rentals. 





Lopert, Kramer at Odds 
On Yanking ‘Cyrano’ 
For New Korda Picture 


Major hassle between Stanley 
Kramer and Lopert Films, oper- 
ator of the Bijou, N. Y., looms. 


Lopert has expressed the intent of 
ending the run of Kramer's ‘“Cy- 


rano de Bergerac” at the end of its | 


20-week guarantee period at the 
Bijou, while Kramer maintains that 
such action is unjustified by the 
grosses and threatens to obtain an 
injunction. 

George J. 
for Kramer, is 


Schaefer, sales chief 
threatening legal 
fireworks if film is yanked while 
business justifies its continuance. 
He claims that under his contract 
with the theatre, Lopert is_ re- 
strained from booking a new at- 
traction until after the 18th week. 

Lopert wants to open “Tales of 
Hoffman” at the Bijou April 3. 
Lopert Films owns the U. S. rights 
to the Alexander Korda-produced 
“Hoffman” and Lopert is anxious 
to open the picture before the sea- 
son becomes too far advanced. 


Under terms of the contract, Lo- 
pert and Schaefer are to review the 
house gross at the end of 18 weeks 
ar.d decide how long the picture 
will continue its two-a-day road- 
show run. Schaefer asserts that 
present healthy grosses will con- 
tinue beyond April 3, justifying ex- 
tension of the run. Lopert doesn’t 
agree. Take has been between $9,- 
500 and $11.000 a week recently, 
but Lopert claims that when gross 
drops to $8,500, margin of profit 
is too narrow to merit continuing 
the engagement. 

Schaefer said Monday (12) that 
his contract was with City Invest- 
ing Co., owners of the theatre, but 
Lopert claims contract was as- 
signed to Bijou Entertaining Co.., 
which leases the house. With rent 
of $800 a week, plus around $2,200 
in weekly salaries, theatre has a 
net profit from “Cyrano” of about 


$22,000 for the 12-week run—or | 


almost $2,000 a week average. 


Ilya Lopert, head of the distribu- 


tion-exhibition outfit, maintains 
that continuance of the “Cyrano” 
run into the spring will do him 
irreparable damage. He says the 
season will then be too far ad- 
vanced to open “Hoffman” or any 
other pic. while “Cyrano” won't 
hold up through the summer and 


the theatre will be forced to shut- ! 


ter. He has suggested a move by 
“Cyrano” into one of the adjoining 
theatres owned by City Investing. 
which is a partner in Lopert Films. 


There’s a possibility that a move- | 


over might be made to the Morosco, 
which is next door to the Bijou. 





Europe to N. Y. 


Russell Collins 
Walter Crisham 
Gene Kelly 
, William Marshall 
Robert Nelson 
Micheline Prelle 
W. W. Pugh 
Jean Sablon 
E. E. Talmanyi 
William Wilder 


| 
} 
‘ 


. 
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6th Week of Phonevision 


Chicago, Feb. 13. 


Orders for Phonevision screenings during the sixth week (Feb 
5-11) of the Chicago test were up slightly over the previous round. 
according to figures reported by Zenith Radio to the major film 


companies supplying the product. 


In the previous week, 451 or- 


ders representing 21° of the possible audience, requested the 
pictures shown, while the total for the sixth frame climbed to 461, 


or about 22% of the possible audience. 


Following is a breakdown by the time screenings each day for 


the sixth week of the test: 


Total 


2 p.m 7 p.m. 

Feb. 5 (Mon.) l 20 
Feb. 6 (Tues.) 6 16 
Feb. 7 (Wed.) 3 7 
Feb. 8 (Thurs.)... 7 30 
Feb. 9 (Fri.)..... 2 35 
Feb. 10 (Sat.) 9 28 
Feb. 11 (Sun.)... 13 26 

41 162 





%o of Families 
Who Saw 
9 p.m, Total One Film 
32 53 17g 
41 63 21 
42 52 17 
23 60 20 
36 73 24 
56 ay 31 
28 67 22 
258 461 








U.S., Italian Reps Meet to Decide 
Whether to Hold Another Meeting 





EL Sues on Prop Loss 


Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 

Eagle Lion studio filed suit for 
$50,000 punitive damages against 
Armor Marlow, former superin- 
tendent in charge of the prop de- 
partment. 

Studio declares an undetermined 
amount of property, in excess of 
$10.000, disappeared during Mar- 
low’s regime. 


MPAA Bd. Defers 


Vote on Twist 


Due to the absence of Paramount 
president Barney Balaban’ and 
20th-Fox topper Spyros P. Skouras, 
board of the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America at a N. Y. meeting yves- 
terday (Tues.) deterred a vote on 
Production Code approval of 
“Oliver Twist.” 

Another session probably will be 
eld next week following Balaban’s 
return from Florida and Skouras’ 





hop back from Europe. Directorate , 


then will give fullscale attention 
to the controversial Eagle Lion 
Classics pic, with final code ap- 
proval indicated. 

Yesterday's conclave was devoted 
to an informal discussion of the 
film. Participants included Joseph 
I. Breen, code administrator, who 
earlier recommended changes in 
the pic, following his original total 
rejection of it. These were made 
by ELC. 

MPAA board meeting was the 
first presided over by Joyce | 
O'Hara, acting prexy in the ab-| 
sence of Eric A. Johnston. Sitting | 
in with him and Breen were Ned | 
E. Depinet, William Clark, J. Rob- | 
ert Rubin, Joseph R. Vogel, The- | 
odore Black, Earle Hammons, Aus- 
tin Keough, Abe Schneider, J. J. 
O'Connor, Sam Schneider, Ulric 
Bell, Sidney Schrieber and John 
G. McCarthy. 

Meanwhile, Edward Cheyfitz, one | 
of the top MPAA aides, is set for | 
a trip to the Coast on Saturday | 
(17). He'll be in L. A. for a week's | 
Visit, described as routine. 





Zanuck a Grandpop 
Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Darryl] F. Zanuck, 20th-Fox pro- 
duction head, became a_ grand- 
father for thg first time Sunday 
night (11) when daughter Darrylyn 
gave birth to a daughter. . 

Father, Robert L. Jacks, is on 
20th production staff. 


N. Y. to Europe 


Jean Carmen Dillow 
Paul Graetz 
Stanton Griffis 

Syd Hvams 

Vera Maxwell 

Ivor Novello 

Julie Wilson 

Frank Yerby 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Carleton Carpenter 
Edward Cheyfitz 
Helen Deutsch } 
Marlene Dietrich 
Howard Dietz 

Charles Friedman 
Russell Holman 
Victor Jory 

William C. MaecMillen 
Jack Norworth 
Debbie Reynolds , 
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Taking a page out of maijor- 
nation diplomacy, reps of the U. S. 
film industry and the Italian gov- 
ernment held a meeting over the 
past weekend to decide whether to 
hold a meeting. 


They got together at San Remo, 
resort on the Mediterranean coast, 
to determine whether or not their 
thinking e the matter of a new 
Italo-U. S. film agreement was 
close enough to make worthwhile 
a visit to New York and Washing- 
ton by a full-dress delegation trom 
Rome. 


Both sides are reporting back to 
their principals this week. Deci- 
sion as to whether the Italians will 
make the transoceanic hop is ex- 
pected within a few days. 

The Rome group, headed by Dr. 
Giulio Andreotto, undersecretary 
of the President’s council of the 
Italian government, had been in- 
vited to the U. S. some weeks ago 
jointly by Eric Johnston,. president 
of the Motion Pictures Assn. of 
America, and Ellis G. Arnall, presi- 
dent of the Society of Independent 
Motion Picture Producers. 

Andreotti stalled for awhile on 
the point that the U. S. govern- 
ment should extend the invitation, 
rather than private’ industry 
groups. State Dept. hesitated in- 
asmuch as there was no precedent 
for such an invite. Compromise 
was finally reached by which. the 
State Dept. agreed to have a 
striped-pants observer at the Italo- 
MPAA-SIMPP sessions. 

Andreotti and his associates 


(Continued on page 14) 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Benedict Bogeaus 
Walter Bunker 
Nat Cohen 
Buster Crabbe 
Jack Cummings 
Jorja Curtwright 
Ruby Dee 

Sam Dembow, Jr. 
Brian Donlevy 
Ralph Edwards 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr: 
Helen Ferguson 
Mel Ferrer 
Richard Gaines 
Bonita Granville 
Richard Greene 
Nan Grey 
Mitchell J. Hamilburg 
Dick Haymes 
Donald Hyde 
Henry King 
Mario Lanza 
Harold Lloyd 
Anita Loos 

Diana Lynn 
Harry Maislish 
Anita Martell 
Lon McCallister 
Ray McDonald 
Cameron Mitchell 
Borris Morros 
James A. Mulvey 
Mike Nidorf 
Jerry Paris 
Rarbara Payton 
Ben Pearson 
Gregor Piatigorsky . 
Roger Price 

Don Prince 
Buddy Rogers 
Robert J. Rubin 
Peggy Ryan 
Gregg Sherwood 
Sam Spiegel 
Paula Stone 
Detmar Walter 
Ned Washington 
Arleen Whelan 
Monty Woolley 
Lloyd Wright 


—_— 
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Rise in RKO Theatres Stock Eases Buy 


Chances of Chain by Wall St. Outfit 


recently in the market 
price of RKO Theatres stock is 
said to make more likely the swap 
of shares that would give control | 
of the circuit to a Wall Street 

oup headed by David J. Greene. | 


Rise 


1 e hike to a high of $5.25 per share | 


on the New York Exchange some- 
what closes the gap between the 
market price and the 
cal” figure Howard Hughes is said 
tc be asking for the shares that 
would be involved in transfer of | 
control. Hughes’ price is under- 
stood to be around $7.50. 

While on the one hand closing 
of the gap favors the swap 
Greene’s RKO Pictures stock for 


Hi ghes’ theatre shares, other Wall 
sireet sources contend the deal 
will never be made. Cynical con- 
cerning Hughes’ motives, they 
maintain that he has instructed 


his aides to talk with anyone con- 
cerning any sort of deal for pic-| 
tures or theatres stock in order to 
satisfy the Dept. of Justice that he | 
is making efforts to comply with 
the requirements that he Unload 
one or the other. 
\leantime, a rumor 
through Wall street last week that 
United Paramount Theatres 


(Continued on page 14) 


ELC, Hyams Deal 
On Distrib May Be 
Extended to Prod. 


New Eagle Lion Classics distri- 
bution deal set with the Hyams 
Bros. in England might be extend- 
ed to include joint production ef- 
forts in that conutry. Hyamses, in 
addition to taking the ELC prod- 
uct for handling, have proposed 
the co-production of three features 
in England, for which ELC could 
put to use its blocked coin. 

Projected deal has been forward- 
ed to ELC prexy William C. Mac- 
Millen, who now is in Hollywood 
lining up new releases for the firm. 





His approval is being awaited be- | 


fore the cooperative lensing pro- 
gram gets underway. 
Distrib pact with the Hyamses 


was announced in N. Y. yesterday 
Tues.) by Sam Seidelman, ELC 
general foreign manager. Sid 


Hyams, who was in N. Y. for the 
deal, will leave for London to- 
morrow, 

Seidelman, meanwhile, is plan- 
Ning a tour of Europe early next 
month to set similar releasing 
(Continued on page 16) 


ARTKINO REPORTS 
$6,022 NET PROFIT 


Washington, Feb. 13. 
Artkino Pictures, Inc., reported | 
a net profit of $6,022.09 from the | 
distribution of Soviet films for the | 
first six months of 1950. Statement | 
Was made in the semi-annual report | 





is required from foreign agents and | 
foreign reps. Artkino said it also, 
Owed Sovexport film, the Russian 
oilicial pix exporter, $55,301.73. 
The importer, located in New 
York. claimed assets of $47,676, 


the depreciated value of the film 
't had on hand amounted to $7,820. 


the oficial distributor of Hungarian | 
‘nd Cvech films in the U. S. The 
Contract with Czechoslovak State 
Film, made in June, 1950, is a five- 

year deal covering all rights, in- 
Cluding sale of the films for video. 


mnee 1948, both in 16m and 35m, 
uit does not give Artkino televi- 


Hen rights, Artkino is required 
<t tse English subtitles in the> 
‘lures and must obtain Hun- 


Grian permission to do any syn- 


t en of an English sound. 
tu 


of | 


spread | 


was ' 





to the Department of Justice, which | 


including $17,141 in cash, and said 


' has entered into contracts to be | 


Maa five- -year arrangement with 
agvar Filmgyarto, i. | Oe Was | 
Made last May. It covers all films 
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| Dietz to the Coast 


| Howard Dietz, Metro ad-pub vice- 
| president, leaves N. Y. 
| (Wed.) for a week’s studio visit to 

| catch up on new product. 

| Dietz also is slated to confer with 


“astronomi- | producer Arthur Freed on latter’s 


| Metro lensing of 


| “Band Wagon,” 


former stage musical. Dietz did the 
'lyries and sketches for the play in 
| collaboration with George S. Kauf- 
| me ; Arthur Schwartz wrote the 
| music. 

It’s expected Dietz will pen new 
lyrics for the pic. 


See Pickman Set 
Permanently As 


Par Pub-Ad Head 





{ Although Jerry Pickman was 
named “acting” national director of | 
publicity 
mount in the official announcement | 
Monday (123, 
company stated yesterday that he 
will have the post permanently. 
The “acting” qualification was said 
merely to be caution in light of the 
|; suddenness of the departure of 
| Max E. Youngstein from the post | 
| and the appointment of Pickman. 
New pub-ad chief, who at 34 is | 
| youngest in the business, began | 
— up the reins yesterday, al- | 
ough Youngstein won't officially | 
st until Feb. 23. Sid Blumen- 
| stock, advertising manager, is be- 
|ing upped to the No. 2 spot in the | 
|department. He'll continue his ad- 
'vertising chores, plus taking over 
some of the operational duties for- 





merly handled by Pickman as as- | ability. 


sistant pub-ad topper. 
man will be brought in to handle 
some other of Pickman’s former 
work, particularly in the field. 
Youngstein’s resignation as v.p. 
and director of the Paramount Film 
Distributing Co. and publicity-ad- 
(Continued on page 14) 


GOLDWYN’S FWC SUIT 
IN SHIFT TO NEW YORK 


Samuel Goldwyn's antitrust suit 
vs. Fox West Coast Theatres will 
shift to N. Y. Feb. 26 when deposi- 
tions will be taken from George | 











ras, president of 20:h-Fox, while 
engaging in separate enterprises | 
had been pooling their incomes un- | 
‘til recently. 


tonight 


and advertising at Para- | 


a top exec of the) 


-— + 


Shortage of 
executives” 
tion and exhibition branches 
the film business is a new head- 
ache for industry toppers. Situa- 
tion is becoming critical and only 
|solution may be a general tilt in 
salaries to halt outside interests 
from raiding distribution - exhibi- 


“middle 


tion manpower, according to some , 


execs. 

Circuit heads claim that promo- 
tions from the ranks is almost a 
forgotten procedure because ability 
is sadly lacking among the lower 
,Wings of the personnel ladder. 
| When a fledging does show ability, 
| they say, he is snapped up by an 
}outside conce’n which will pay 
him more money or offer easier 
| jobs in terms of hours worked. 
| Need for live-wire theatre man- 
agers is said to be at an all-time | 
‘high. Same goes for exchange per- | 
| sonnel. It has been found that ! 
'an assistant theatre manager with 
managerizl- ialent and qualifica- 
tions leaves for a better paying job | 


DISTRIB-EXHIB MANPOWER CRISES 





ec adie 
in both the distribu- | 
of | 





‘Caesar’ for Selznick 


David O. Selznick plans to make 
a film version of Shakespeare's ‘‘Ju- 
lius Caesar” at the Scalera studios 


'in Rome sometime this summer, ac- 


cording to Pietro Bullio, prez of 
the Scalera’ Film Distributing 
Corp., now visiting in N. Y. Ron- 
ald Colman may play the title role. 
“Caesar” project is to be high- 
budget picture which Selznick 
would personally supervise. Ven- 
ture supplants the John Hersey 
bestseller, “The Wall,”’ which pre- 
viously had priority on the _ pro- 
ducer’s filmmaking agenda. 





Kranze Likely 


| 


| before he can be assigned a house | 


lof his own. A general rescaling 
of the salary system in the two 
branches is regarded by some 
| leaders as the only answer to the 
problem, 

In the exchanges, scales are be- 
low those of many other selling | 
lines, and far below those of the 
production side of the film  busi- 
ness. 

The greater shortage in the 
middle-class executive type, how- 
fever, appears to be in theatre | 
(operation. Either the business is 
not attracting the younger men or 


|the companies are not making the | 


| jobs sufficiently secure. 

Attempts by some circuits to set 
;up managers’ 
only mildly successful. Those stu- | 
|dents who show promise move to 
| higher- paying jobs on the outside 
before the circuits can utilize their 
A school for junior execu- , 


Another | tives in distribution has been con- 


sidered by some companies. Metro 
a few years ago, for instance, hand- | 
picked a group of young men for 
training in distribution. 
may become general 
companies. 

War threat also is eating into. 
the manpower shortage. With so' 
many of the younger men being, 
picked up by the draft and the 
war plants offering lucrative sala- 
ries, a lean manpower period is 
facing distribution and exhibition. 
The shortage apparently does not 
exist in the upper brackets. It’s | 


among all} 





N. Y« theatre op figures in the | eventually, 
case for the reason that he, Charles | the higher levels. 
and another brother, Sypros Skou- | 


| 


Highlight of deeviopments in the | 


,suit last week came when Edward | 


Zabel, FWC chief ilm buyer, and 
,exec John Bertero turned over 
‘their records to Goldwyn attorney 
Joseph Alioto. 


Yates, Altschuler Map 
| European Inspection 


Herbert J. Yates, prez of Repub- 
lic Pictures, and Richard W. Alt- 
/schuler, head of Republic Pictures 
International Corp., leave for Eu- 
rope the end of the month to in- 
| spect the company’s new distribu- | 
tion setup in Britain. 
abroad the execs will also look over | 
British and continental facilities | 
‘with a view to production over- | 
seas, 





| declared in New York this week, 
‘won't be determined until the | 
ground has been thoroughly 
plored. Following Rep’s break 
with British Lion late last year, 


‘the Yank company set up its own mum ot $2,000 and maximum of 
branches in some key British cities eight weeks’ work on budgets un 
l 


jineluding London. 


in the so-called junior executive | 
slot where the pinch is being felt; 


| people to fill the gaps and who, | 


| 


j 


Successor If 
Heimeman to UA 


In the event of departure of 
| William J. Heineman from Eagle | 
| Lion Classics as v.p. in charge of 
distribution, Bernard Kranze is 
| understood most likely to succeed 
|him. Kranze is his chief aide. 
Heineman reportedly will move to 


| United Artists as v.p. in charge of 


schools have been | 


for with 
Practice | 


| 


! 


| Skouras, circuit operator andiand the higher-ups don't know | 
i of FWC prexy Charles | where they are going to find the | 
ouras. 


will be moved up into! wood’s productive manpower 


| sales there under the new Arthur 
|Krim- Robert Benjamin regime 
which is slated to take control this | 
week. Heineman’s contract with 
ELC expires next Saturday (17). 


Also a possibility for the top 


distribution post at ELC is Jack~™ 
Schlaifer, formerly aspistant to 
Heineman and now in charge of 


sales for indie producer N. Peter 
Rathvon. Schlaifer has a commit- 
ment to Rathvon which may be a 
deterrent. 

Giving rise to speculation about | 
Schlaifer’s availability were re- | 
ports that Kranze might go to U AY 
Heineman. Likewise that 


(Continued on page 18) 


SDG SURVEY CHECKS 
MEMBERS’ WAR STATU 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 


Screen Directors Guild sent out 
‘a Tong questionnaire to its mem- 
bers, asking information on prior 
military service and present avail- 
‘ability in case of war. 

Move is in line with a proposal 
by the Motion Picture Industry 
Council to make a survey of Holly- 
for 





| 


use by Government agencies. 





SWG Wins Separation of Rights; 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Agreement on terms for a new 
basic contract for writers—includ- 





'—was arrived at by reps of major 


since early 
| threatened to end in a strike of 


! 


While | 


Exact number of pictures to be separately 
‘made abroad this year, Altschuler | tion and radio rights in addition 


ex- | $250 weekly from previous leve) of 


ing minimum pay hike and a con- 
leession on “separation of rights” 


studios and Screen Writers Guild 
at a session Monday afternoon 
(12), bringing to a speedy halt the 
controversy which had been raging 
last fall and which 


screenwriters. 


yuild was not successful in get- 
ting all its demands. It secured a 
concession whereby studios, on 


original story sales involving em- 
ployment, must bargain and pay 
for dramatic, publica- 


‘to film rights. Under the agree- 
ment, minimfim will be tilted to 


SWG also won its flat- 
providing for mini- 


$187.50. 
dea] request 


(Continued on page 55) 


Prods Agree to Talk 1A Pay Boosts. 








. 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees has won 
a round in its drive for cost-of- 
living increases for studio labor. 
Richard Walsh, IA president, said 
here yesterday (Mon.) that produc- 
ers had agreed to discuss “money | 
additions” to present scales. Pre- 
viously, studios had refused to open 
negotiations in advance of expira- 
tion of present contracts next fall. 

At a meeting ef American Fed- 
eration of Labor Film Council, 
Walsh annotinced he was able to 
persuade major companies to meet 
with his:studio locals in move to 
help solve current inflation. Giving 
weight to belief that wage increases 
were imminent was fact that the 
IA negotiating committee was to 
be empowered by each local to con- 
clude a deal. Producer comm ‘ttee, 
with which the IA will meet, will 
have the same power. 

If IA deal for more coin goes 
through, it’s logical to assume in- 


(Continued on page 14) j 


Alf NEF AN AMONG UA Change May Cue Kramer Return: 
LESSER FHEES See Peace With Popkin, Other Indies 


* Transfer 


of control of 
Artists to the new Arthur 


United 
Krim- 


| Robert Benjamin regime could lead 


o Stanley Kramer's returning to 
the UA fold. 

Changeover also is seen as a sig- 
nal for peace between the distrib 
and Harry Popkin and other indie 
producers who have been hesitat- 
ing on delivery of negatives. Im- 
mediate result is likely to be the 
immediate availability of about 
eight features for UA handling. 

Kramer, teamed with Sam Katz, 


‘has been negotiating with Colum- 


bia for over eight weeks but 
yet i.othing has been finalized. This 
still leaves him free to talk a pact 
with UA. 

Industry observers are pointing 
to the fact that the producer is an 
“independent” in the fullest sense 
and for this reason would look 
with tavor upon a new alignment 
with UA. In the absence of com- 
ment by either the Kramer forces 
or Benjamin-Krim side, it’s gen- 
erally considered the producer has 
been awaiting the outcome of the 
UA talks which resulted in Krim 
and Benjamin taking over. It’s un- 
\derstood Kramer had it within his 
‘power to close with Col some time 
ago but décided on refraining from 
doing so. He preferred, instead, 
it’s said, to stand by while the UA 
negotiations were in progress. Now 
that the deal is finalized, he might 
make the switch back to UA. 

While Col would give Kramer 
full autonomy, trade insiders have 
it figured he still would be subject 
to some influence on the -part of 
production chief Harry Cohn and 
‘other Col officials. On the other 
| hand, Kramer has ‘iad full experi- 
ence in dealing through UA and 


(Continued on page 14) 


as 





Benjamin Stay 


On Pathe Board 
Still Uncertain 


Whether Robert S. Benjamin 
will continue as a member of the 
board of Pathe Industries, parent 


company of Eagle Lion Classics, 


ihas not been determined as vet. 
He will, however, definitely con- 
tinue as president of the J. Arthur 
Rank Organization in the U.S. and 
probably will remain on the Uni- 
versal board. 

Although Benjamin, along with 
Arthur Krim, probably wi'l be one 
of the holders of the voting trust on 
United Artists stock under the deal 
set last week, he will not serve on 
the UA board or in a managcrial 
‘post. He will act as an adviser and 
|counsellor to the company. of 
course, inasmuch as he and Krim 
will be recipients of 50°: of its 


‘stock if they succeed in putting it 


'on its feet in three years. 

Since ELC is UA’s closest com- 
petitor in type of operation, Ben- 
jamin’s position on the Pathe board 
‘is somewhat anomalous. Fearing 
‘that. it is understood that Benja- 
min has at various times during 

(Continued on page 13) 


NEW SALESMEN PACT 
TALKS DUE IN N. Y. 


Negotiations for new contract 
for motion picture salesmen will 
get uncer way in New York within 
next three weeks. David Bezner 
counsel for Colosseum of Motion 
Pictures Salesmen, is in New 
York from his Milwaukee head- 
quarters to work out preliminaries 
to the huddles with home office 
siles departments. 

Salary increases and a boost in 
the daily expense allowance will 
be asked by the Colosseum. Ex- 
tent of increase in both brackets 
has not been determined. Demands 
will -be drawn up and forwarded 
to the home offices for study prior 
to the roundtable talks. Present 
contract expires April 15. 
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8 
she: ; ‘CHEATED’ TRIM 106, 
LA. Climbs; ‘Enforcer Rugged 446, PROV. “AFFAR’ $00 
Mister’ Good $46,000, “Alarm! NG zs. Si 
156; Born’ Smart $25,000 in 7th 


sile’ in the lead, but only former | 
is passable. RKO Albee is fairly | 
good with “Company She Keeps.” 
Estimates for This Week 
oe | Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65) —)| 








Los Angeles. Feb. 











New product this round is help: “Company She Keeps” (RKO) and | 
ing overall biz outlook _ ee owes Broadway Grosses “Massacre Hill” (Indie). Fairly 
so far this year ee new: steady $9,500. Last week, “Korean 
comers are not ig. “Entorcer ; vatrol” (EL) and “Double Deal” 
ovened well and shapes fast $44.- Estimated Total Gross ean 8 500 

} “Co] r : y ore 1 » dc, ° 
090 in three theatres while “Call This Week $530,400 Majestic (Fay) (2.200: 44-65) —| 
M- Mister” looks good $46,000 in ‘Based on 17 theatres.) NEA JESUC si Nt ate imself” | 
lige Last Year $508.500 “Man Who _ Cheated— Himself” | 
. “Cause For Alarm” is small ‘(Based on 18 theatres) 20th) and “Fingerprints Don't | 
cn natin teen essen, and “Cinder | sameemeeneeuenmeeeen Lie” (xip). Healthy $10,000. Last 
Tun” leoks i ht $15,000 in four week, “Halls of Montezuma” (20th), 
Gun” looks light $15,000 in fom ‘ 9 ‘ promt yd 
Long-run “Born Yesterda\ nifty $12,00 _ | 
smart $25.000 in two locations in Ohid aw Ice Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
seventh session, and goes an eighth. 65)—"Yank in Korea” (C ol) and 
“At War With Army” is doing okay “Blue Blood (Mono). Tepid 
in second stanza in two Paramount ° $7,500. Last week, “Johnny One- 
theatres, and stays a third. It is l] (iM) in a to Eve” (UA) and “Iroquois Trail” ), 
doing most of real biz on week- y (UA). $7.000. | 
ends. being thin midweek. State (Loew) (5.200; 44-65) —| 


Estimates for This Week Baltimore, Feb. 13. “Flying Missile” (Col) and “Stage | 








‘hi J : Tueson” (Col). Fairly active 
Los Angeles, a -7. et Moderation in the weather :s eae Py oi fe Ae 
ig Pera gr > 296 ‘79-61 10) Helping the downtowners here and yankee” ‘M-G) and_ “Gasoline 
e cail Mie Mister 20th) and biz shapes fairish. “Tomahawk,” Alley” (Col), steady $15,000. 
“Bowers Battalion” Mono Good shapes nice at Century. “The Mud- Strand ‘Silverman) — (2,200; 44- 
$46.000. Last week. “Mudlark” jark,.” greeted kindly by local crix, 69) “Storm Warning (WB). 
(20h) (9 days), $40.200 _ ; Opened Monday (12). Last week, 
“Hol “4 D ster Wilt woke fairly Gees te Hew. “September Affair’ (Par), neat 
Hollywood, Downtown, ily ape a haa ; ‘ Atfé ar), 
(WB) (2.756: 1.757; 2.344; 70-$1.10), Storm Warning” 4s not so hot at $9,000. 
—“Enforcer” (WB). Nifty $44,000. the Stanley. 
L2<t week. “Storm Warning” (WB) Estimates for This Week @ 
(24 wk), $18.700. . : : Century ‘Loew’s-UA) (3.000; 20- e 
Loew's State, Eyptian UA) 70)\—"“Tomahawk” ‘U). Nice $11,000. DIS. | 0 9 
(2.404; 1,538, 70-S1.10)—“Cause for [Last week, “Kim” (M-G) (2d wk’, 
Alerm” tM-G) and “Blue Blood” ¢7 209. , a1 
(Mono). Slight $15,000. Last week. — Hippodrome (Rappaport) ‘2.240: é Fi (’ 
seen, EG) and “Comeade AS | see—"Yenk in Morea” (Col) { ar 110 ils 
tag AS gg Loew's only) (3d plus vaude headed by Claudia 
vy £16, ‘ ; >inza. Mi $11,000. ast week, ; 
"illstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2,- Scale agg Be cre —_ —— Minneapolis, Feb. 13. 
£90; 2.812; 60-S1)—‘Born _Yester- aa te ; a " Quick return of 15 to 30 below 


headed by Tex Ritter, nice $13,800. 


day” ‘Col) ‘8th wk! and “Revenue Pat . temperatures, snowstorms and high 
Agent ‘Col) ‘6th wk). Into eighth _ ae hee weg «tt Gee 7 vied after only a few days | 
firme Monday '12) after smart /0)— Operation —— cea Fespite, accounts for another spell 


tomorrow (Wed.) after 


“Target Unknown” 


Opening 


eight days of of boxoffice mayhem. Continuation 


$° 5.000 last week 


mounts "FRM 12.298. 1-451, 60. (U) at light $7,000. of janitors strike, with youngsters | 
S-\—"War With Army” (Par) (2d Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-70)-- 80ing to the pix shows. is a 
wk). Okay $25,000. Last week, “Sands Iwo Jima” (Rep) (reissue). | *‘ oo _ weg 


rently the big boxoffice noise is “At 


so''d $36.600 but well below hopes.’ Not much. at $4,000. Last week, (\,; =f oe ; é 
Orpheum, Hawoli (Metropolitan) |“Al Jennings Oklahoma” (Col) (2d | Wat With Army grey ee inl 

La M7 ee oe | a aa ieee to a well “is | 

Tucson” (Col). Started run Mon- Tow | . So) ( - 90-70)— oe =e i 

dey ‘12). Last week. “Dark City” Mi a cay wom lt “Watch the Birdie” at State. 

(Par) and “Hue and Cry” ‘Indie) by crix. Good $10,000 possible. | Estimates for This Week 

(9 days), oke $22,000. .. Last week, “Montezuma” (20th) (2d' Century (Par) ‘1,600; 50-70)— 
United Artists. Vogue, Studio wk), $10,300. “Mudlark” (20th) (2d wk). Light 

Civ, Culver (UAT WC) 12.100; 889; Stanley ‘WB) (3,280; 25-75)— $3,000 after good $6,000 initial 


880: 1,145; 70-$1.10)—"“*Under Gun” 
‘U) and “Rhythm Inn” ‘Mono). 
Licht $15.00. Last week, “Harvey” 
(‘U) and “Wicked City” ‘ELC) (2d 


stanza. 
Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 50-70)— | 
“At War With Army” (Par). Giving 


“Storm Warning” ‘WB). NSH §$11.- 
000. Last week, “At War With} 
Army” (Par) ‘2d wk). solid $12,200. 





wi). $17.200. Town ‘ Rappaport) (1,500; 20-70'— amazing boxoffice performance. 
Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 70-$1.10)— “Born Yesterday” (Col) (4th wk). | Big $11,000. Last week, “Halls | 
“Harvey” (U) (3d wk) and “Rhythm Sock $7,000 after $7,500 last week. Montezuma” (20th) (3d wk), $4,500. | 
Inn” ren. Trim $3,500. Last jaw “ y gid Re og aides 
. f . 5 = ‘ + ee “Kim” (M- (4th wk). Nea ’ . 
andl yp Big Sturdy $7. fea | Valley Fairish $9,000, Last week, $5,000. 


Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— | 
“September Affair” (Par). Given | 
fine campaign but looks slow $10,- | 
000. Last week, “Grounds for Mar- 
riage” and stageshow, fairly good 
if disappointing $25,000 at 65-$1 
scale. Below zero blizzard sloughed 
trade last three days after sock 
opening. 

RKO-Orpheum ‘RKO) (2,800; 35- 
70)-—‘‘Sugarfoot” (WB). Moderate 
$7,000. Last week, “Gambling 
House” (RKO), $6,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 35-70)— | 
“Born Yesterday” ‘Col) (4th wk). | 
Big $7,500 as against $7,000 in pre- | 
ceding canto. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—— 
“Watch Birdie’ ‘(M-G). Good 
$9,000. Last week, “Mrs. O'Malley, 
Mr. Malone” (M-G), $6,000. 


Last week, “Magnificent Yankee” 
(\*-G) (7th wk-8 days), $2.300. 

Fine Arts ‘FWC) (677: $1.20-! 
$2.40)——“Cyrano” ‘UA) (13th wk). | 
Into 13th stanza today ‘Tues.), after | 
biz $5.000 last week. 

Beverly Canon (ABC) (520; $1.20) 
—"Trio” ‘Par) ‘8th wk). Near $3.- 
500. Last week, big $3,600. 


Tomahawk’ Hot $12,500, 
Buff: Mister’ Hen 166, 
‘Affair’ OK With 106. 


Buffalo, Feb. 13. 
Biz is holding up fairly well here 
this round. “Call Me Mister” is 
getting the biggest money with 


a. ‘ ? 

L’ville: ‘Sugarfoot’ 756 
Louisville, Feb. 13. 
Moderation in weather looks to 
better attendance at downtown pix 
houses. Rialto’s “Where Danger 
Lives” and “Hunt Man Down” are 
not showing much. Loew’s State 
has “Vengeance Valley,” only fair- 
ish. “Prehistoric Women” and 
“Two Lost Worlds” are shaping 
nicely at Strand. Moveover of “At 
War With Army” at Brown is pac- 
ing for strong take. “Sugarfoot” 
looms modest at Mary Anderson. 
Estimates for This Week 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200: 
45-65)—"“‘Sugarfoot” ‘WB). Modest 
$7,500. Last week, “Operation Pa- 

cific’ (WB) (2d wk), $5,000. 





elegant: Rialte ‘Fourth Avenue) (3,000; World (Mann) (400; 50-85)— 
nice session at the Buffalo, but 45-65)—“Where Danger Lives” “Bitter Rice” (Indie) (3d wk), Nice | 
romahawk” is nearly as strong | ‘Continued on page 18) $3,500. Last week, $4,000. 

with sturdy total at Lafayette. a ee ; 








“September Affair’ shapes okay at 


hima or mucvexr CINCY Cold, Biz Lukewarm; ‘Affair’ 
Oke $12,500, Sugarfoot’ Sweet 106 





“Call Me Mister” (20th) and “Abi- 
lene Trail” ‘Indie’. Nice $16.000. 
Last week, “Johnny One-Eye” +UA) 
and Louis Prima orch onstage. 
$14.700. | 
Paramount (Par) ‘3.000: 40-75)— , 
“Operation Pacific’ ‘WB) ‘2d wk). 


Cincinnati, Feb. 13. 75)—“‘Halls of Montezuma” (20th) 
Downtown biz continues luke- ‘2d wk). All right $1,500 after nice 
warm in the face of second week $10,500 powers. 


Down to $8.500 in 5 days. Last of sever i Grand (RKO) ; 

a an ys. Las severe cold and icy streets |., (1,400; 39-75) — 
week, fine $14,500. which stalled traffic and curtailed | Seven Days to Noon” (Indie). 
” Center (Par) (2,100; 40-75)— gas fuel supply in homes and in- | Moderate $6,500. Last week, 

September Affair” (Par). Okay dustries. “September Affair” is |_im” (M-G) (3d wk), six days, oke 


$10,000 or near. Last week, “Man current leader in pleasing Al $5.500. 
Cheated Himself” (20th), ‘$7,000. | stride, “Sugarfoot,” okay of telson | Keith’s (Mid-States) (1,542; 39- | 
Lafayette (Basil) (3.000; 40-70)| and “Seven Days to Noon” and {9)~"Under Gun” \U). Favorable 
—“Tomahawk" (3) and “Taming “Under Gun” are the other new- | $6,000. Last week, “At War With 
of Dorothy” (EL). Climbing to Comers. “Born Yesterday” and 4™™y"’ (Par) ‘m.o.), about same. 
sturdy $12,500. Last week, “Born “Halls of Montezuma” are lively .,/¥¥le RKO) (1,500; 39-75) — 


— ~ ‘ heldovers. “Born Yesterday” (Col) (m.o.). 
Yesterday” ‘Col) (3d wk), $8,000. | Socko $8,000. Last week, “Opera- 


Lent, Bad Weather Dull Det.B.0.: 
‘Operation Slow 206, Frenchie’ 106 





again, 
better 
time. 
is coming into its own and third 
stanza 


iton but 
excellent notices. 


inear. Last week, 
| (EL) 


(eration Pacific” 





Century (20th Cent.) ‘3,000; 40- | Estimates for This Week ti ifie” ( 0-8 
70) — “Company She Keeps”! Albee ‘RKG) 13,100: 39-75) — $4500 °° 0 ‘VB ‘m.0.), s0-so 
(RKO) and “Hunt Man Down” “September Affai:” ‘Par). Pleas- Palace (RKO) ‘2,600; 39-75) — 
(RKO). Passable $9,000. Last ing $12,500. Last week, “Born “Sugarfoot” V’B). Sweet $10,000 
week, “Prehistoric Women” ‘EL) Yesterday” ‘Col). hefty $14,500. Last week, “Steel Helmet” (Lip), | 
and “Second Face” ‘EL), ditto. |! Capitol (Mid-States) (2,000; 39- $9,500. : | 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $2,243,500 
(Based on 23 cities, 195 the- 
atres, chief’, first runs, includ- 
ing N Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $2,788,000 
(Bosed on 25 cities, and 206 
theatres ) 


Pitt Perking But 
Mudlark Only 86 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 13. 
Break in weather is restoring a 
little life in the Golden Triangle 
with weekend generally 
than it has been in some 
“Born Yesterday” at Harris 











will top second, with a 
fourth naturally assured. Hold- 
over of “Kim” looks good, toa. 
“Mudlark” teed off nicely at Ful- 
isn’t holding up despite 
Shapes light on 
week. 
“stimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 50-85) 
“Mudlark” (20th). Broke fast but 
doesn't have staying power; mild 
$8.000 is all. Last week, “Halls 


Montezuma” (20th) (2d wk), $7,500. 


Harris (Harris) (2.200; 50-85) — 


“Born Yesterday” (Col) (3d wk). 
This one seems to be. getting 
stronger all the time. Fine $11,- 


000 this session as against $12,000 


last week, Sticks for a fourth 
since comedy shows little sign of 
fading away. 

Penn (Loew’s) (3,300; 50-85) — 
“Kim” (M-G) (2d wk). Good 
$12,500 and moves to Ritz for con- 
tinuation of downtown run. Last 
week, sock $21,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 50-85) 
“Operation Pacific” (WB) (2d wk). 
Down to slim $8,000. Last week, 
only $12,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 50-85) — 
“Mad Wednesday” (RKO) and 
“Beaver Valley” (RKO). Got away 
to moderate pace but reviews and 
word-of-mouth are expected to 
help to fair $8,000. Last week, 
“Never a Dull Moment” (RKO), 
$7,000. 


Pacific’ Wham $24,000, — 
Denver; ‘Wonder’ 136 


Denver, Feb. 13. 
Biz is favorable at many spots 
this week. “Operation Pacific” 
leoks standout with smash totals 
for tv.o theatres. “Cockeyed Won- 
der” shapes nice in two houses. 
Estimates for This Week 


Alladdin (Fox) (1,400: 40-80) — 
“Mudlark” (20th). Big $10,000 or 
“Mr. Universe” 
“Young Lovers” (EL), 





and 
$3,000. 

Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500; 40- 
80)—“‘Never Dull Moment” (RKO). 
Fine $9,500. Last week, “King 
Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) (7th wk), 
good $7,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 40-80) 
—“At War With Army” (Par) (3d 
wk). Okay $7,000 in 4 days. Last 
week, big $16,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 40-80) — 
“Operation Pacific’ (WB) and 
“Surrender” (Rep), day-date with 
Esquire. Smash $20,000. Last week, | 
“Born Yesterday” (Col) and “Rev- | 
enue Agent” (Col) (2d wk), $16.000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742: 40-80)—"Op- 
(WB) and “Sur- 
render” (Rep), also at Denver. 
Socko $4,000. Last week, “Born 
Yesterday” (Col) and “Revenue 
Agent” (Col), $3,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 40-80)— 
“Grounds for Marriage” (M-G) and 
“Massacre Hill” (Indie). Good $14,- 
500. Last week, “Vendetta” (RKO) 
and “Double Deal” (RKO), $14,500. 

Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 40-80)—“He’s 
Cockeyed Wonder” (Col) and 
“Great Manhunt” (Col), day-date 
with Webber. Fine $9,000. Last 
week, “Mr. Universe” (EL) and 
“Young Lovers” (EL), $5,000. 

Webber ‘Fox) (750; 40-80) — 
“Cockeyed Wonder” (Col) and/ 
“Great Manhunt” (Col), also at 
1 sgt Nice $4,000. Last week. 

r. Universe” (EL) and “ 
Lovers” (EL), $2,200. — 





| 


‘to clip biz this week. 


‘ Detroit, Feb. 13 
Lent, ice-covered highway < and 
zero temperatures are combinin 
“Onerat; 
Pacific’ in second round. at the 
Michigan looks best. “Operation 
Py at the Fox looms slow. “Storm 
Warning” at the Palms is point 


es ing 
toward an average Session 
“Frenchie is fair at Adams 
Yank in Korea” at Madison 


Shapes weak as does “Pagan Love 
Song” at United Artists. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 70-95) 
—"Operation X” (Col) and “Gaso. 
line Alley” (Col). Slow $20.000 
sast week, ‘“‘Mudlark” (20th) and 
“Border Treasure’ (RKO). ng 
$17,500. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4 000: 


— 


70-95)—“Operation Pacific’ ‘WB) 
and “California Passage” (Rep) 
(2d wk). Holding at $15,000. Last 
week, fine $23,000. 

Palms ‘UD) (2,900: 70-95) — 
“Storm Warning” (WB) and 
“Rogue River” (Rep). Passable 
$16,000. Last week, “At War With 
Army” (Par) and “Second Face” 


(Indie) (3d wk-5 days), $10,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,800; 70-95) 
“Yank in Korea” (Col) and “Pride 
of Maryland” (Mono). Slow $8.000, 
Last week, “Highway 301” (WB), 
$12,000. 

United Artists (UA) 
95)—“‘Pagan Love Song” 


(1,900: 70- 
(M-G) 


(2d wk), Slim $6,500. Last week, 
$8,000. 

Adams ‘Balaban) (1,700; 70-95) 
—‘‘Frenchie” (VU). Fair $10,000. 


Last week, “Edge of Doom” (RKO) 
(2d wk), $5,500. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,900; 70- 
95)\—‘‘Mutiny on Bounty’ ‘(M-G) 
and “Day at Races” ‘(M-G) ire- 
issues). Slow $8,000. Last week, 
“Korea Patrol” (EL) and ‘Forbid- 
den Jungle” (EL), (2d wk), $4,000. 








Hildegarde Tops Omaha, 
Upping ‘Mudlark’ $16,000; 
‘Halls’ Rousing $11,500 


@ Omaha, Feb. 13. 

Trade is in offish groove this 
week, boxoffice slipping a little 
even with strong bills. Hildegarde 
and her revue onstage with ‘The 
Mudlark” did only so-so the open- 
ing two days for stageshow. How- 
ever, it is getting top money with 
okay total for week. “Halls of 


| Montezuma” is perking trade up 
|some at the Paramount. 


Other- 
wise the figures are nothing to 
brag about even though the cold 
wave ended over the weekend. 


Estimates for This Week 


Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 25- 
95)—""The Mudlark” (20th) and 
Hildegarde with revue onstage? 


Okay $16,000. Last week, “At War 
With Army” (Par), big $12,500 at 
16-70¢c scale. 

Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
70)— “Halls Montezuma” (20th). 
Nice $11,500. Last week, “Kim” 
(M-G) (2d wk), good $9,500. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-70)— 
“Gambling House” (RKO) and 
“Operation X" (RKO). Good $7,- 
000. Last week, “Undercover 
Story” (UA) and “If This Be Sin” 
(UA), $6,500. 


State (Goldberg) (865; 20-75)— 
“Gilda” (Col) and “Platinum 
Blonde” (Col) (reissues). Started 
Sunday (11). Last week. “Watch 


Birdie” (M-G), good $6,500. 
Omaha (Tristates) ‘2,100; 16-70) 


—“At War With Army” (Par) 
(m.0.). Sock $10,000. Last week, 
“Prehistoric Women” (EL) and 


“Two Lost Worlds” (Indie), $9,500. 





‘Mountain’ Highest In 
K.C., 18G; ‘Valley’ 13G 


Kansas City, Feb. 13. . 
Film biz is moderately good this 
round. Leader is “I’d Climb High- 
est Mountain,” in three Fox houses, 
with rousing total. “Vengeance 
Valley” at Midland is fairly nice. 
“September Affair” at Paramount 
looms good. 


Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) ‘820; 45- 
60)—“Harvey” (U) (m.o.) and “Trail 
of Robin Hood” (Rep) (2d wk’. 
Holding its own at $2,500. Last 
week, big $3,500. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 50-75)— 
“Red Shoes” (EL). Pleasant $2.000. 
Last week, ‘Lost One” (Col), $1,500. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 50-75'— 
“Vengeance Valley” ‘(M-G) and 
“Dial 1119” (M-G). Over average 
at $13,000. Last week. “Kim” ‘M- 
G) and “Tougher They Come 
(Col), $16,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 50-75')— 
“Company She Keeps” (RKO) and 


(Continued on page 18) 
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Break in Cold Wave Ups Chi Biz 
‘Storm’ Crisp $19,000, Helmet’ Fine 
266, Prima Ups ‘Birdie’ Fair 346 


Chicago, Feb. 13. 
in partly overcoming 
earlier in week here 
by sub-zero cold, with average 
week likely. “Storm Warning” is 
nice $19,000 while “Steel Helmet” 
looks sock $26,000 at Roosevelt. 

The Chicago, with “Watch the 
Birdie” and Louis Prima unit on- 
stage is only fair $34,000 or near. 
“Korea Patrol” looms good $14,- 
000 at Grand. Twin-bill at Palace 
of “Under the Gun” and “Father's 
Wiid Game” is average $11,500. 

“Born Yesterday.” still continues 
fast in fourth round at Woods, 
with $18,000. Third round of “At 
War With Army” and vaude has 
very stout $40,000 likely at Ori- 
ental. Fourth round of ‘‘Cyrano” 
looks mighty $14,000 at Selwyn. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 55-98)— 
“Watch ’ Birdie’ (M-G) and Louis 
Prima orch with vaude onstage. 
Mild $34,000. Last week, 


Warm spell 
damage done 


Stageshow (2d wk), $27,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 55-98)— 
“Korea Patrol’ (EL). Good $14,- 
000. Last week, “Kim” (M-G) (4th 
wk), big $11,000. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 55-98)— 
“At War With Army” (Par) plus 
Jack Catheart’s Continentals head- 
ing stage bili (3d wk). Smash 
$40,000. Last week, $49,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 55-98)— 
“Under Gun” (U) and ‘Father's 
Wild Game” (Mono). Okay $11,- 
500. 
head” (20th) and “Fighting Sulli- 
vans” (20th) (reissues), $11,000. 

Rooseveit (B&K) (1,500; 55-98)— 
“Steel Helmet” (Lip). Sock $26,000. 
Last week, “Operation X” (Col) 
and “Stage to Tucson” (Col) (2d 
wk), $10,000. 

Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.25- 
$2.40)—“‘Cyrano” (UA) (4th wk). 
Lusty $14,000. Last week, $15,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 55-98) 
—‘‘Storm Warning” (WB). Fancy 
$19,000. 
zuma” (20th) (2d wk), $20,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- 
98\—*‘Sun Sets at Dawn” (EL) and 
“California Passage” (Rep) (2d wk). 
Fair $10,000. Last week, $13,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
“Born Yesterday” (Col) (4th wk). 
Hefty $18,000. Last week, $22,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘Bitter 
Rice” (Indie) (6th wk). 
000. Last week, $6,000. 

Ziegfeld (Lopert) (434; 98)— 
“Great Manhunt” (Col) (4th wk). 
Tidy $4,000. Last week, $4,800. 


Frenchie’ Forte $17,000, 
St. Loo, ‘Pacific’ Pert 
14G, ‘At War’ $15,060, 2d 


St. Louis, Feb. 13. 

Lack of many new outstanding 
films is blamed for rather spotty 
biz here currently 
mers despite observance of Lin- 
coln’s birthday that closed the pub- 
lic schools. 
helped somewhat over weekend. 
Despite goneral downbeat ‘“Opera- 
tion Pacific’ looks nice at Ambas- 
sador while “Frenchie” rounded 





Out a favorable session at the Fox | 


today (Tues... “At War With 

Army” still is great in first hold- 

over round at the Missouri. 
Estimates for This Week 


..\mbassador (F&M) (3,000; 60- 
‘)'—“Operation Pacific” (WB) and 
Woman on Run” (U). Nice $14,- 
000. Last week, “Halls Monte- 
zuma” (20th) and “Walk Softly, 
Stranger” (RKO) (m.o.), $9,000. 


. fox (F&M) (5,000; 60-75)— 
Branded” (Par) and “Bowery Bat- 
talion” (Mono). Opened today 
‘Tues.). Last week, “Frenchie” 
‘U) and “Mystery Submarine” (U), 
fine $17,000. 

Loew's (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
Three Husbands” (UA) and “Great 
Manhunt” (Cob. Fair 
Last week, “Kim” (M-G), (2d wk), 
big $13,000. 


Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60-76)—_, 


“At War With Army” (Par) and 
‘High Lonesome” (El) (2d wk). 
Still great at $15,000 after $22,000 
first stanza. 


>t. Louis (Ind.) (1,500; 60-75) — “Dial 1119” (M-G) and “Fathers and 
Edge of Doom” (RKO) and “Pride Wild Game” (M-G). Strong $8,000. | 


Maryland” (Rep). Oke $5,000. 


Last week, “Highway 301" (WB) 
and “Second Face” (EL), $5,500. 


“Toma- | 
hawk’’ (U) and Ink Spots topping ' 


Last week, “Salerno Beach- | 


Last week, “Halls Monte- | 


Solid $5,- | 


at mainstem- | 


Spring-like. weather , 


$12,000. | 


7% 





vy 


Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 

ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
| playing percentage, hence the 
| estimated figures are net in- 
| come. 
The parenthetic admission 
| prices, however, as indicated, 
| include the U. S. amusement 
| tax. 











Mister Mighty 
| ‘ 


| 
Philadelphia, Feb. 13. 
_ Cold weather here part of week 
is cutting into first-run trade, with 
lack of new films an adverse fac- 
itor. ‘Call Me Mister” is best of 
new entrants with solid session at 
Fox. “Sugarfoot” looks sweet at 
Stanton but “Steel Helmet’ is 
|dragging low at Mastbaum. “At 
| War With Army” still is big in 
|fourth Stanley stanza. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Aldine (WE; (1,303; *1.30-$2.30) 
—‘“Cyrano” (U) (4th °«.*). Nice 
/$12,000. Last week, ¢i.,5v0. 
| Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-¥9)—-Born 
| Yesterday” (Col) (3d wk). Great 
| $21,000. Last week, $25,000. 
| Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99)—‘Tar- 
|zan and Amazons” (RKO) and 
i“Tarzan and Leopard Woman” 
'(RKO) (reissues). Dull 
‘Last week, 
| (RKO), $14,000. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—‘Call 
Me Mister” (20th). Solid $26,000. 
|Last week, “Mudlark” (20th), $17,- 
000 in nine days. 

Goldman (Goldman) 
99)—"*Tomahawk” (U) (2d wk). 
Okay $11,000 after smash $18,000 
opening round. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99) 
“Steel Helmet” (Lip). Dismal $i1,- 
' 500. 
| cific’ (WB) (3d wk), $12,000. 

Midtown (Goldman) (1,000; 50- 
99)—‘‘Harvey” (U) (5th wk). Oke 
$6,500. Last week, $8,000. 
| Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 
_99)—“Company She Keeps” (RKO) 
| (2d wk). 
| $12,000. 
| Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-99) — 
\“At War With Army” (Par) (4th 


'wk). Big $15,000. Last week, 
$23,000. 

| Stanton (WB) (1,473; 50-99) — 
“Sugerfoot” (WB). Neat $13,000. 
‘Last week, “Bowery Battalion” 
(Mono) and “California Passage” | 
(Rep), $11,500. 


Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 50-99) — 
“Seven Days to Noon” (Indie) (2d 
wk). Big $5,000. Last week, 
$7,000. 
World 
“Bitter Rice” 
Good $4,000. 


‘Story’ Smash $17,000, 
Mont’l, ‘Get By’ 16G, 2d 


Montreal, Feb. 13. 

' All deluxers are suffering from 
a minor flu epidemic here and very 
cold weather. Despite this, “West 
| Point Story” looks socko at the 
Capitol while “I'll Get By” still is 
smash in second round at Loew’s. 
“Dial 1119” shapes strong at Im- 
| perial. 


Estimates for This Week 

| Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 34-60)— 
| “Magnificent Yankee” (M-G). Thin 
$7,000. Last week, “Glass Menag- 
‘erie’ (WB), $11,000. 

| Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60)\— 
| “West Point Story” (WB). Sock 
$17,000. Last week, “Damned Don't 
_ Cry” (WB), okay $14,500. 
| Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 


(G&S) (500; 50-99) — 
(Indie) (13th wk). 
Last week, $4,500. 





34-60)— 


“Great Manhunt” Col). Good $10,- 
000. Last week, “Branded” (Par), 
good $13,500. 

Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65)— 


“I'll Get By” (20th) (2d wk). Smash 
$16,000 following first session at 
$23,000. 

| Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 34-60)— 


Last week, “Last Buccaneers” (Col) 
| oa “Chain Gang” (Col) big $10,- 
500. 


$26,000, Philly 


$9,000. | 
“Gambling House” | 


(1.200; 50- 


__!| onstage. 


Thin $8,000. Last week, 


Valley’ Strong 126 In 


Indianapolis, Feb. 13. 


recovery here this stanza, after 
freezing weather hurt new bills 
early in run. “Vengeance Valley” 
at Loew’s looks top grosser with 
sturdy round. “Frenchie” at Circle 
shapes nice. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
65)—“Frenchie” 
Gun” (U). Nice $9,500. Last week, 
“Walk Softly, Stranger” (RKO) and 
“Man On Eiffel 
$8,000. 

Indiana (G-D) 
“Steel Helmet” 
Desperate Men” (Lip). 
000. Last week, 
| Pacific’ (WB), $10,000. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,427; 44-65)— 
“Vengeance Valley” (M-G) 
“Mrs. O’Malley, Mr. 





Oke $11,- 
“Operation 


Malone” 


“Flying Missile” (Col) and “Stage 
to Tucson” (Col), $9,000. 

Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 
“Madman Goebbels” (Indie) and 
“Madmen Gestapo” (Indie) (reis- 
| sues). Thin $4,000. Last 
“Undercover Girl” (U) with Jay 
Zee onstage, slow $4,200 in 4 days 
at 50-85c scale. 


‘Affair’ Fast 216, 











Boston, Feb. 13. 


Beginning of Lenten season hurt 
/some but mild weather over the 
| weekend is helping trade. ‘Sep- 
tember Affair” at Met looks fine. 
|“Sugarfoot” at Paramount and 
| Fenway looms fast. State and Or- 
|pheum, with “Flying Missile,” are 
| way off. “Rogue River” with Mel 
'Torme and stageshow at Boston, 
| Shapes okay but below hopes. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (B&Q) (1,200; 
“Sound of Fury” (UA). Not too 
| strong at $7,500. Last week, ‘‘Mud- 
lark” (20th) (4th wk), $6,000. 





| Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) (780; | 
(8th | 
| wk). Off to about $4,000 after $4,- | 


| 50-90—“Bitter Rice” (Indie) 
|400 for seventh. 
| Boston (RKO) 

“Rogue River” (EL) plus 
| Torme, Minevitch’s Harmonica 
| Rascals, DeMarco Sisters, others, 
Not up to expectations 
| but oke at $19,500. Last week, ‘‘Un- 


Last week, “Operation Pa- der Gun” (U) plus Jack Carson, 


| others, onstage, $19,000. 

| Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85)— 
| “Sugarfoot” (WB) and “You’re a 
| Sweetheart” (Indie) (reissue). Nice 


$6,000. Last week, “Steel Helmet”. 
| (Lip) and “Fingerprints Don’t Lie” | 


(Indie), $5,200. 

Majestic (Shubert) (1,100; $1.20- 
| $2.40)—“Cyrano” (UA) (5th wk). 
| Slipped to $8,500 after oke $9,500 
‘for fourth. 

| Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85)— 
\“Halls Montezuma” (20th) and 


Indpls.; ‘Frenchie’ 94¢ 


Film biz has staged a moderate 


week, | 


(U) and “Under | y 


and | 


(M-G). Sturdy $12,000. Last week, | 





;opening this 
|firstrun trade 


session, Broadway 
is holding nicely 
ith an assist from Lincoln’s birth- 


‘day holiday and relief from the | 


extreme cold. Most theatres did 


while others were surprised at 


(3,200; 44-65)— how much bigger Lincoln's birth- 
(Lip) and “Three | 


day trade was than usually. Clear, 
mild weathe: over the weekend 


was a favorable factor. Fresh 
preduct is contributing a minor 
segment to the week’s. overall 
total, holdovers and _  extended- 
runs doing best trade. 

“Frenchie” looks good _ with 
{$16,000 at the Criterion. ‘“‘Sugar- 


44-65)— | 


foot,” another new film, shapes up 
okay $14,000 at the Globe. “Man 
Who Cheated’ Himself,” with 


Despite onlv two new pictures; Raider” 


Tower” (RKO), | exceptionally well Sunday (11), | 


| wk). 


| wk). 


B'way Holding Up; ‘Frenchie’ Neat 
166, Sugarfoot’ OK 146, Sock 1106 
For Danny Kaye- Mister’ in 2d-Wk. 


First 
a bit 


(Indie) (reissue). 
full week looks $6,000 or 
better. In ahead, “Heritage of 
Desert” (Indie) and “Light of 
Western Stars’? (Indie) (reissues) 
pulled after two days with $1,200. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60- 
$1.25)\—“‘Second Woman” (UA) (2d 
First holdover stanza ending 
today (Wed.) is doing okay at $12,- 
000 after $16,000 opening week. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.75) — 
“Call Me Mister” (20th) plus stage- 
show headed by Danny Kaye (3d 
Second round ended last 
night (Tues.) held socko at $110,- 
000 after smash $115,000 for first 
week.’ Last Sunday’s total topped 
Sabbath trade opening session. 


| Present plan is to hold two extra 


vaude, is giving the Palace a fair 


session. 


Paramount and Roxy have the 
strongest holdovers. Danny Kaye, 


|topping the stageshow plus “Call 


| 
| 


| $33,000 this 


~ Hub; ‘Missile’ 206 


Me Mister,” continues sock at the 
latter, the Roxy showing $110,000 
in second round ended last night 
(Tues.). “At War With Army,” 
plus Ella Fitzgerald, Harvey Stone, 
Boyd Raeburn band heading stage 


days past the third week. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-$1.50) 
—“Steel Helmet” (Lip) (4th wk). 
Third frame ended last night 
(Tues.) was down to about $8.000 
after okay $11,500 for second 


| week. Holding orly three days in 


bill, still -is big with $82,000 in| 


third stanza at the Par flagship, 
and holds a fourth. 

“Operation Pacific,” plus Denise 
Darcel, Joey Bishop, Victor Lew 
bardo band onstage, is holding 
fairly well at $35,000 in second 
Strand week. “The Enforcer,” 
with Lionel Hampton band and re- 


vue onstage, continues nicely at) 


(3d) round at the 
Capitol. 


“September Affair,” with stage- 


'show, will wind up its second ses- 
|sion at the Music Hall compara- 


(3,200; 50-98)— | 
Mel | 


| 


50-95) | tively better than on first week. 


fourth round, with “Tomahawk” 
(U) due in Saturday (17). 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 55-$2) — 
“Operation Pacific’’ (WB) plus 
Denise Darcel, Joey Bishop, Victor 
Lombardo orch heading stageshow 
(2d wk). Off te around $35,000 
after good $50,000 first session, 
helow expectancy, with bad- 
weather hurting. Holding third 
stanza. 

Sutton (R&B) (561; 90-$1.50) — 
“Trio” (Par) (19th wk). The 18th 
round ended Monday (12) held to 
$6,400 after oke $6,500 last week. 


| “Kon-Tiki” (RKO) slated to open 
| next. 


Likely will hit $115,000, with Mon- | 
day’s (12) holiday unusually strong. | 


“Payment on Demand” 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 


Estimates for This Week 


|—“‘Harvey” (U) (8th wk). 


fine $14,000. Holds again. 
Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40)—‘“‘Cyrano” (UA) (13th wk). 


| by extra matinees. Last week, $10,- 
000, being hit by storm along with 
others. Stays on. 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 55-$1.50) 
Present 
session ending today (Wed.) is hold- 
ing solidly at $13,500. Last week, 


replaces | 


Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; 
90-$1.50)—“‘Seven Days To Noon” 
(Indie) (9th wk). Eighth stanza 
ended Sunday (11) held nicely at 
$7,000 after good $8,000 in seventh 


week. Continues. 
| Wictoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
| $1.50) — “Born Yesterday” (Col) 


Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 55-$1.50) | 
—‘The Enforcer” (WB) plus Lionel | 
Hampton orch, revue onstage (3d-_ 


final wk). Holding nicely with $33,- 


previews of “Valley of Vengeance” | 


(M-G). Last week, $40,000. ‘‘Val- 
ley” with Blue Barron orch, Joey 


| Adams, Felix Knight, others, on-. 


“Texan Meets Calamity Jane” (Col) | 


(3d wk). Off to $8,000 in 4 days 
‘after nice $17,000 for second. 

| Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 40-85) 
|—‘“September Affair” (Par) 
“Bowery Battalion” (Mono). Fine 
$21,000. Last week, “At War With 
Army” (Par) and “Sierra Passage” 
(Mono) (2d wk), $20,000. 

| Orpheum (Loew’s) (3,000; 40-85) 
|—‘Flying Missile” (Col) and “Stage 
to Tucson” (Col). Mild $12,000. 
Last week, “Magnificent Yankee” 


and | 


_(M-G) and “Gasoline Alley” (Col), 


$15,500. 
aramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85)— 
“Sugarfoot” (WB) and “You’re a 


| Sweetheart” (Indie) (reissue). Fast 
' $13,000. Last week, “Steel Helmet” 
(Indie), $12,500. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 
“Flying Missile” (Col) and “Stage 
‘to Tucson” (Col). Thin $8,000. Last 
week, “Magnificent Yankee” (M-G) 
and “Gasoline Alley” (Col), $10,000. 


‘Storm’ Lusty $12,000, 
Toronto; ‘2 Weeks’ 7'14G 


Toronto, Feb. 13. 

“Storm Warning” at two thea- 
| tres, and “Two Weeks with Love” 
|are leading newcomers currently. 
| However, the holdovers are way 
up in the running, 
“Caged,” “Dallas” and “Pagan 
|Love Song.” “Elizabeth of Lady- 





Estimates for This Week 
Downtown, Glendale, Mayfair, 


470; 698: 694; 35-57) — 
cover Girl” (U) and “Isle of 
,Samoa” (Col). Oke $12,900. Last 
week, “Midnight and Dawn” (Col) 
“Captive Girl” (Col), $13,500. 
Eglinton, Victoria (FP) (1,180; 
1,140; 38-77) — “Elizabeth Lady- 
mead” (EL). Poor $6,000 in 4 days. 
\ (Continued on page 18) 


stage, opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Criterfon (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
—‘Frenchie” (U). Initial week end- 
ing next Friday (16) looks to hit 
smooth $16,000. Holds. In ahead, 
“Company She Keeps” ‘RKO) (2d 
wk), $6,000. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) 
—“Sugarfoot” (WB). First round 
ending next Friday (16) shapes to 
get $14,000 or close. Holds. In 
ahead, “Mad Wednesday (RKO) (2d 
wk-10 days), $11,000. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-$1.20) 


|/—‘Last Gangster” (M-G) and “Big 


| (Lip) and “Fingerprints Don’t Lie” | 
40-85)— | 


Store’”’ (M-G) (reissues) (3d wk). 
Continues solidly with around $13,- 


000 after $14,000 last week. Holds. 


fourth week. 

Palace. (RKO) 41,700; 55-$1.20) 
—‘‘Man Who Cheated Himself” 
(20th) and vaude. Being helped by 
Lincoln’s birthday biz, but only 
$17,000 likely. Last week, ““Mystery 
Submare” (U) with vaude, sad at 
$15,000. 


'okay at Warfield. 


Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
|; —“‘At War With Army” (Par) with 


Ella Fitzgerald, Harvey Stone, Boyd 
Raeburn orch, others, onstage (4th- 
final wk). Third session ended last 
night (Tues.) continued big at $82,- 


'000 after great $88,000 for second 


round which was aided by personals 


‘of Martin & Lewis, stars of pic, 
‘onstage night of Feb. 3 (Sat.). 


particularly | 


| mead” was yanked after four days. | 


Radio City Music Hall ‘Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—‘‘Septem- 
ber Affair” (Par) plus stageshow 
(2d-final wk). Possible $115,000 or 


over is better comparatively than 


| Searboro, State (Taylor) (1,059; 955; | 
“Under- | 


first week, being helped greatly by 
Lincoln birthday business. Last 
week, mild $115,500, below hopes. 
Opened on worst day of week, Feb. 
i, and never retovered, with cold 
wave, storm hurting later in ses- 
sion. “Payment on Demand” 
(RKO) and stageshow open tomor- 
row (Thurs.). 
Rialte (Mage) (594; 44-98 — 
“True Glory” indie) 


' 55-85) — “Born Yesterday” 


| (8th wk). 


} 


Seventh frame ended 
Monday (12) finished with sturdy 
$27,000 after $26,500 last week. 
Continues indef. 





‘HLO.s, Rain Hurt Frisco; 


The 12th stanza ended last night | 
(Tues.) was $10,500, being helped | 


| 


| 


‘At Dawn’ Fair $11,000, 
‘Grounds’ Okay at 146 


San Francisco, Feb. 13. 


Biz is only fairish this week, with 
flu. epidemic and_ steady rain 


(000 this round, with boost from blamed for offish trend. Also the 


city is loaded with holdovers. “Sun 
Sets at Dawn” and “Mudlark”’ are 
both on disappointing side although 
“Sun” looks fair at Golden Gate. 
“Grounds for Marriage” is barely 
“Born Yester- 
day” still is phenomenal in fifth 
week down. “Tomahawk” shapes 
okay in second Orpheum round. 
Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850: 60- 
85)—“Sun Sets At Dawn” (EL) and 
“Second Face” (Ek). Fair $11,000 
or a bit over. Last Week, ‘““Gam- 
bling House” (RKO) and “Call of 
Klondike” (Mono), $12,500. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651: 60-95)—‘‘Mud- 
lark” (20th) and “Sierra Passage” 
(Mono). Preem helping but mild 
$17,000 is all. Last week, ‘Steel 
Helmet” (Lip) and “Bandit Queen” 
(Liv), $17,500. 

Warfield (Loew’s) (2,656: 60-85) 


-—“Grounds For Marriage” (M-G). 
, Okay $14.000 or near. 
| “Kim” (M-G) (3d wk), nice $11,000. 


Last week, 


Paramount (Par) (2.646; 60-85)— 
“Operation Pacific’ (WB) (3d wk). 


, Off to $6.500 Th 4 days. Last week, 
| bie $14,000. 


St. Francis (Par) (1,400: 60-85)— 
“September Affair” (Par) (2d wk). 
Down to $9,500. Last week, nice 
$14.000. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,478: 55- 
85) — “Tomahawk” (U) and ‘“Pa- 
looka Squared Circle” (Mono) (2d 
wk). Holding at okay $12,000. Last 
week. fine $16,000. 

Inited Artists (No. Coast) (1.207: 
(Col) 
(5th wk). Heftv $12,000 or near. 
Last week, $12,500. 

Stagedoor (A-R) (370: $1.20- 
$2.40)\—“‘Cyrano” (UA) (4th wk). 
Nice $6,000. Last week, $7.300. 

Clay (Rosener) (400: 65-85) — 
“Dancing Years” (Indie) (reissue) 
(3d wk). Held at $2,000. Last week, 


good $2.200. 

Larkin (Rosener) (400; 65-85)— 
“Katrina” (Indie). Oke $2,600 in 
9 days. Last week. “Bitter Rice’ 


(Indie) (7th wk). $2,000. 
Vorue (S. F. Theatres) (365; $1- 
$1.20)—“Trio” (4th wk). Holding at 


and “The, $5,500. Last week, sock $6,600. 
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MR. TRACY 
YOU'VE DONE the nation! Wanna bet that the grosses 


IT AGAIN! 











WORTH ITS 
WEIGHT IN 
GOLD! 


The Preview was one of the three 
highest-rated in M-G-M history and 
Spencer Tracy got a 99% popularity 
rating, a new all-time Survey high. 
M-G-M has a terrific attraction and 


it’s backed by a campaign that covers 


top even “King Solomon’s Mines” ? 


M-G-M presents SPENCER TRACY + JOAN BENNETT ¢ ELIZABETH TAYLOR in “ FATHER'S 
LITTLE DIVIDEND” « Don Taylor, Billie Burke + Screen Play by Albert Hackett and Frances Goodrich 
Based on characters created by Edward Streeter + Directed by VINCENTE MINNELLI «© Produced 


by PANDRO S. BERMAN « A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 











PLACE ADDRESS TIME city PLACE 
ALBANY 20th-Fox Screen Room 1052 Broadway 2/20 2 P.M. || MILWAUKEE Warner Screen Room 
ATLANTA 20th-Fox Screen Room 197 Walton St., N. W. 2/20 2 P.M. MINNEAPOLIS 20th-Fox Screen Room 
BOSTON M-G-M Screen Room 46 Church Street 2/20 2 P.M. NEW HAVEN 20th Fox Screen Room 
BUFFALO 20th-Fox Screen Room 290 Franklin Street 2/20 2P.M. NEW ORLEANS 20th-Fox Screen Room 
CHARLOTTE 20th-Fox Screen Room 308 S. Church Street 2/20 1:30 P.M. || NEw YORK -W.J. | M-G-M Screen Room 
CHICAGO H. C. Igel’s Screen Room 1301 S. Wabash Ave. 2/20 1:30 P.M. OKLAHOMA CITY 20th-Fox Screen Room 
CINCINNATI RKO Palace Bidg. Sc. Rm. | 16 East Sixth Street 2/20 8 P.M. a 

OMAHA 20th-Fox Screen Room 

CLEVELAND 20th-Fox Screen Room 2219 Payne Ave. 2/20 1 P.M. |! ouiLADELPHIA M-G-0 Screen Reem 
DALLAS 20th- Fox Screen Room 1803 Wood Street 2/20, 2:30P.M. M-G-M S R 
DENVER Paramount Screen Room | 2100 Stout Street 2/20 2 P.M. || PITTSBURGH creen room 
DES MOINES 20th-Fox Screen Room 1300 High Street 2/20 1 P.M. |] PORTLAND B. F. Shearer Screen Rm. 
DETROIT Max Blumenthal’s Sc. Rm. | 2310 Cass Avenue 2/20 1:30 P.M, |} ST. LOUIS S'Renco Art Theatre 
INDIANAPOLIS 2Cth-Fox Screen Room 326 No. Illinois St. 2/20 1 P.M. |] SALT LAKE CITY 20th-Fox Screen Room 
KANSAS CITY 20th-Fox Screen Room 1720 Wyandotte St. 2/20 1:30 P.M. }| SAN FRANCISCO 20th-Fox Screen Room 
LOS ANGELES United Artists’ Screen Rm.| 1851 S. Westmoreland 2/20 2 P.M. }| SEATTLE Jewei Box Preview Thea. 
MEMPHIS 20th-Fox Screen Room 151 Vance Avenue 2/20 2 P.M. || WASHINGTON RKO Screen Room 











BROTHERHOOD WEEK. FEB. 18-25—To Promote Brotherhood All Year! 




















ADDRESS TIME 
212 W. Wisconsin Ave. | 2/20 1:30 P.M. 
1015 Currie Avenue 2/20 2 P.M, 
40 Whiting Street 2/20 2 P.M, 
.200 S. Liberty St. 2/20 1:30 P.M. 
630 Ninth Avenue 2/20 2:30P.M. 
10 North Lee Street 2/20 1PL.M. 
1502 Davenport St. 2/20 1PL.M. 
1233 Summer Street 2/20 11 A.M. 
1623 Bivd. of Allies 2/20 2P.M. 
1947 N. W. Kearney St. | 2/20 2P.M. 
3143 Olive Street 2/20 1PM. 
216 E. First St., So. 2/20 1PM, 
245 Hyde Street 2/20 1:30 P.M. 
2318 Second Ave. 2/20 1 PLM. 
932 N. Jersey Ave., N. W. 2/20 2 P.M. 
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British Exhibs Strive for 25% 


Quota Ceiling: 


London, Feb. 6. 


British exhibitors are maneuver- 
ing to get widespread support on 
their latest attempt to bring about 
a quota ceiling of 25%. Behind- 
the-scenes talks are already taking 
place with producers and others to 
get the maximum amount of back- 
ing for this proposal when it is dis- 
cussed at the meeting of the Films 
Council March 1, A decision on 
the 1951 quota which becomes ef- 
fective on Oct. 1 has to be made 
not later than the end of March. 
This is stipulated in the 1948 Films 
Act and the recommendation of the 
Board of Trade prexy, Harold Wil- 
son, has to be endorsed by both 
Houses of Parliament if there is 
any change made. 

Agreement on the current quota 


of 30° was the result of a com- 
promise between exhibitors and 
producers under which theatre 


owners waived their claim to press 
for 25° in order to secure a unit- 
ed front with the film makers. 

In the new agitation to bring the 
quota down to 25%, exhibs are 
hoping once again to obtain unan- 
imity with producers and are also 
looking to Tom O’Brien, M. P., to 
support them at the Films Council. 
Other laborites on the council defi- 
nitely favor upping the quota to 
something like its original figure of 
45°o. 

Another proposal which 
pected to come before the 
Council is that the quota 
be fixed three years ahead. The 
sponsors of this idea claim that 
such a move would give the stu- 
dios greater stability and allow 
them to plan ahead on a long-term 
basis. The constant annual varia- 
tions of the percentage for British 
films required is not conducive to 
good planning, it is argued. 

As this proposal would presum- 
ably demand a revision of the Films 
Act, it is unlikely it could be made 
operative in the present year, even 
if agreed on by the Films Council. 
Amending legislation would be re- 


is €X- 
Films 
should 


quired in the House of Commons , 


and the House of Lords, and Par- 
liamentary time would not be avail- 
able before the end of March. 


9 Legit Producers Get 
$10,000 Paris Council 


Grant for Road Tours 
Paris, Feb. 6. 


What a thin sheestring Paris 
showbiz is operating on is shown 
by the fact that a project involving 
a combine of nine legit producers 
intending to play about 80 town- 
ships in the vicinity of Paris will 
function on a yearly subsidy of 





$10,000. Only half of that money | 


has been appropriated as yet to 
permit the project to start. 

Finding that the suburban 
masses are getting out of touch 
with the stage, M. Debu-Bridel, of 
the city council, got the city 
fathers to appropriate the $10,000 
io permit the nine producers to 
each produce a show that wil] tour 
the suburban communities. City 
gets a minimum guarantee and 
shares the surplus of the venture. 

The first half of the appropria- 
tion will cover expense from March 
till May, balance to be appropri- 
ated later in the year for shows to 
be given from October till De- 
cember. 


London’s Palladium 
Repeats Season Tix 


London, Feb. 6. 
With the reopening of the Pal- 





ladium vaude season March 12, Val | 


Parnell is repeating the innovation 


introduced last year under which | 
can be bought.’ 


season 
They 


tickets 

y are available for al] parts 
©! the house, with prices rang- 
ing from 30c. to $2. The new 


‘aude season, which will continue | 
Until Oct. 20, is being launched by | 


Honald O'Connor with George & 
ert Bernard topping the support. 

During the Danny Kaye stint at 
the Palladium next summer, Val 
Parnell will organize a midnight 
benefit for Sid Field's widow. 


"ither Judy Garland, who precedes | 


Kuve, or Red Skelton, who is 
~heduled to follow, will also be 


in the show. Special high prices 


“i'l be charged and it is hoped to 
more than $50,000. 


rolse 








Seek Producer Aid 


+ 
‘West Germany Defaults 
On New Brit. Film Pact 


London, Feb. 13. 





negotiated a trade agreement with 
Germany which permitted full 
remittances for British pix from 
last Sept. 1. the West German gov- 
‘ernment defaulted. They have 
now told the Board of Trade that 
they haven't any available foreign 
exchange and would continue to 
block film earnings. 


ers Assn., who reported on the 


situation to the executive council | 
last Wednesday (7), is having fur- | 


ther talks with the German govern- 
ment this week. Threatened loss 
of revenue from Germany is caus- 
ing considerable concern among 
British producers as it is regarded 
as their best European market. 


Exhib Crackdown 
~ Sought by BFPA 


’ London, Feb. 13. 


Limitation on reliefs granted to 
exhibitors, fixing the quota for 
three years ahead, and the power 
for the Board of Trade to revoke 
theatre licenses in cases of serious 
default are among the major pro- 
posals for amending the 1948 Films 
Act submitted to the government 





by the British Film Producers 
Assn. Suggestion of stabilizing the 
quota three years ahead follows | 


similar proposal made recently by 
Tom O'Brien, M. P. But the BFPA 
goes one stage further and makes 
provision for raising the percent- 
age within the three-year period if 
production expands to a degree 
not anticipated. 

The three-year plan is put for- 
ward to provide greater stability 
for producers, particularly the in- 
'dependents who cannot plan on a 
| long-term basis while the home 
market remains uncertain. It is 
also contended that it is normally 
impossible to forecast 18 months 
ahead, with any real accuracy, the 
number of films which will be 
made. 


The BFPA 


memorandum takes 


-exception to the large number of | 
| reliefs granted to exhibs. 


It claims 
‘that apart from total exemptions, 
‘the minimum should always be two- 
‘thirds of the normal quota. For a 
quota of 30°, relief should not be 
allowed below 20%, and so on. 


It is also disturbed by the large 
number of defaulters and the 
“negligible penalties imposed by 
‘the courts.” Therefore, it is sug- 
gested, that after conviction, the 
| Board of Trade should have author- 
ity to revoke an exhibitor’s license. 


Latest Stolz Musical 





Vienna, Feb. 6. 


| Robert Stolz finished the score 
for his latest musical 
_Franz Stoss’ Buerger 
and Raoul Martinee and depicts 
‘the comical adventures of a Chi- 


{ecagoan bakery’ chain-owner in | 
Vienna and Monte Carlo. This 
musical will serve as opener of 


forthcoming Vi2nna festivals. 
| “Whirled 


Into Happiness” is. 
being prepped as a screen produc- 
tion by Vienna Mundus Film, 


(known in N. Y. as “Ski High”). 
Work will start in April. 

His newest disks for 
London with the Vienna Symphon- 
ic orch have caught on here. 
‘Austria’s orchestra leader Heinz 
Sandauer is disking his latest 
waltz son, “Mariedl Take 
' Jump.” 


UA’s Gould to Panama 


David Gould, former 





‘this week was named by UA for- 
eign sales chief Albert Lowe as the 
company’s rep in Panama. Ap- 


pointment marks his return to the 


firm after a six months’ absence 
He'll replace Henry Ronge who 
resigned to join another company. 





A few weeks after Britain had’ 


' eral 


: Similar 


In March Vienna Preem 


'for the first quarter indicate that ‘film market reportedly is around 


Decca- | 


United | 
Artists manager in the Philippines, | 


Tips Crix on ‘Go Lovely’ 


London, Feb. 6. 
C. J. Latta, managing direc- 
tor of Associated British Pic- 


ture Corp. who is the Warners 


nominee on the board, has sent 


don film critics. 

He explained that he is not 
casting reflections on their 
vocabulary, but believes this 
will come in handy in search- 
ing for new superlatives to de- 
scribe “Happy Go Lovely.” 








Italo Pix B.O. 
~ Up $10,000,000 


Sir Duff Cooper, roving ambas- | 
sador to the British Film Produce: ' 


In Year's Time 


Genoa, Jan. 30. | 
Italian film industry scored sev- | 
major achievements durir¢: 
1950, according to Ejitel Monaco, 
prez of ANICA, the Italo produ- 
cers’ association. In a recent radio 


| address he revealed that total fea- 
|ture production last year reached 


a new high of 105 films and thea- | 
tre attendance climbed to more | 
than 650,000,000. Gain in patronage | 
represented a hike of 100,000,000 | 
since 1945. 

Industry’s brighter complexion | 
was reflected at the boxoffice, | 
which grossed a total of $85,000,000 
in 1950. Take in the previous year | 
was only about $75,000,000. 

Production boost, Monaco said, 
was made possible by some 14 film 
studios with a total of 43 sound 
Stages. They were aided by Fer- | 
rania, a raw stock company, now 
about to launch its own color proc- 
ess. Despite this improvement, he 
added, internal income last year 
was still insufficient to cover pro- 
duction costs on: Italian films as a 
whole. 

Only 106 imports were exhibited , 
in the final quarter of °50, Monaco 
declared, as against 149 for the 
1949 period. Among fac- | 
tors contributing to the drop was a 
“decreased interest by the public 
in a certain type of standardized 
foreign product.” ANICA chief also 


| praised the Italian industry's co- 


production efforts with France, the 
U. S. and other countries which he 
said have been working out suc- 


_ cessfully. 


USE $200,000 OF EADY 





COIN FOR KID FILMS 


London, Feb. 13. 
An allocation of about $200,000 
is to be made during the current 
year from proceeds of the Eady 
fund to finance the production of 
children’s films. This was revealed 


_at a meeting convened under aus- 
| pices of the British Film Producers 


Assn., when details of the share- | 
out were officially conveyed to in- 
die producers. 

Iu its first year. the Eady fund 
(created last year by a readjust- 
ment of admission tax) is expected 
to fall short of its original target 


_by nearly $1,000,000. It was hoped | 


when the fund project was con- 
ceived that around $4,200,000 
would be available for splitting | 
among British producers. Returns | 


the total may not be more than | 


“Pumper- | $3,300,000. Distribution of the Eady 
nickel,” slated for late March at. 


theatre. | at the end of each year. 


| Book was written by Hugo Wiener | 


fund pool will be made on a quar- | 


| 
| 


terly basis with a final reckoning | 


j 
| 


Current London Shows — 


(Figures show weeks of run) | 
London, Feb. 13. | 
“Blue for Boy,” His Majesty’s (11). 
“Carousel,” Drury Lane (36). 
“Consul,” Cambridge (1). 
“Dear Miss Phoebe,” Ph’nix (18). 
“Dish Ran Away,” Vaude (33). | 
“Fol de Rols,” St. Martin’s (6), 
“Follies Bergere,” Hipp (71). 
“Gay Invalid,” Garrick (3). 
“His Excellency,” Piccadilly (38). 
“Holly and Ivy,” Duchess (40). 
“Home & Beauty,” Wynd'h'm (20). 
“King Rhapsody,” Palace (73). 
“Knight’s Madn’ss,” Vic. Pal. (48). 
“Lace on Petticoat,” Ambass. (9). 
“Little Hut,” Lyric (25). 
“Panmure,” Aldwych (1). 
“Point of Departure,” York’s (7). 
“Reluctant Heroes,” W’tch'll (22). 
“Ring Round Moon,” Gl'be (46), 
“Seacull’s Sorrento,” Apollo (35). 
“Id Tanqueray,” Haymark’t (24). 
“Take It From Us,” Adelphi (15). 
“To Dorothy a Son,” Savoy (12). 
“Who Is Sylvia,” Criterion (16). 
“will Any Gent,” Strand (93). | 
“Worm’'s View,” Comedy (199). | 








| 


a midget dictionary to all Lon- | 


| there. 





MPAA Looks Victor in W. Germany 


In Fight to Shelve Imports Quota 


Giant ‘Annie’ Electric 
Sign in Singapore 


Singapore, Jan. 30. 
Aided by a specially-built elec- 
tric sign mounted atop the 12-story 
Cathay building, Metro’s “Annie 
Get Gun” at Cathay theatre out- 
grossed any picture screened in 


Singapore since “Three Musket- 
eers” (M-G) in September, 1949. 
House’s exceptional post-New 


Year’s business was disclosed by 


| its managing director, J. A. M. Ede. 


Animated sign, which measured 
42 feet by 38, was visible 30 miles 
out to sea. The seven-foot letters 
could be read through glasses at 
a distance of 25 miles. Preparation 


{and erection of the spectacular was 


carried out by the Cathay Circuit's 
own Chinese artists and electri- 


cians with the assistance of a local 


firm. Sign was talk of the city 
for several days. 





‘Consul’ Scores 


At London Preem 


London, Feb. 13. 

Gian-Carlo Menotti’s dramatic 
opera, “The Consul,” received a 
tumultous ovation when it opened 
under Laurence Olivier’s manage- 
ment at the Cambridge last Wed- 
nesday (7), and was lauded by the 
national press critics with striking 
unanimity the next morning. Great 
personal ovations were accorded to 


Patricia Neway and Marie Powers, | 


both of whom also played the prin- 
cipal roles in the Broadway pro- 
duction. 

Although both “The Telephone” 
and “The Medium” failed on their 
London presentation, there appears 
little doubt but that “‘The Consul” 
will be a substantial winner. 

“Preserving Mr. Panmure,” light, 
frothy farce by Sir Arthur Wing 
Pinero, received a warm reception 
tollowing its revival yesterday 
(Mon.) at the Aldwych. Play has a 
reasonable chance for a_ limited 
run despite the loose direction of 


| John Fernald. Gwen Cherrell and 


Reginald Purdell scored in the 


leads. 


“Panmure” moved to the West 
End after presentation at the Arts 
Theatre Club. It had a month’s run 
All but four members of 
the original Arts cast appear in 
the Aldwych revival. 


feature roles. 


AUSTRIA’S POSTWAR 
PIX IMPORTS SOAR 


Vienna, Feb. 6. 

Postwar foreign film imports 
have increased 300% over the 
1947 low of 136 feature films ac- 
cording to the Austrian Federal 
Ministry of Trade and R°construc- 
tion. Some 210 pictyres were 
brought into the country in 1948, 
306 the following year ana 424 dur- 
ing 1950. Capacity of the ..ustrian 





300 full-length features. 

Of the product imported last 
year, Hollywood contributed 202 
pix. Runner-up was western Ger- 
many, with 71, followed by Brit- 
ain’s 47; France, 21; Soviet Russia, 
19, and eastern Germany, 13. Value 
of native films made last year is 
estimated at about $1,500,000. 





All-Expense Tours Up 
British Legit Trade 


London, Feb. 6. 

Organized parties from the Prov- 
inces to London at an all-inclu- 
sive rate which includes rail or 
bus fare, meals, a sightseeing tour, 
and a theatre ticket, 
ranged by Thomas Cooks, the 
travel hource, in conjunction with 
the State-owned British Railways. 

The Empress Hall, Earls Court, 
drew over 500,000 people to see 
“Cinderella on _ Ice,” with the 
bulk of this business coming via 
Provincial *party bookings, follow- 
ing a tie-up between the manage- 
ment and Cooks. Pantomime spe- 
cials are being run on Wednesdays 
and Thursdays from Provincial 
cities to coincide with local mid- 
weck half-day closing. 


| 
| . 
b- free imports. 


Alexander | 
Archdale and Helena Pickard play | 


are being ar-— 


Frankfurt, Feb. 6. 

The top German motion picture 
trade association of western Ger- 
many, Spitzenorganization der 
Filmwirtschaft (SPIO), has sub- 
mitted a proposal to the Bonn gov- 
ernment calling for liberalized im- 
ports policy on films plus screen 
quota legislation (similar to that in 
England and France) for the pro- 
tection of local product. German 
film industry move heralded a pos- 
sible early end of the wrangle over 
|the problem of American film im- 
ports, settlement of which is now 
four months overdue. It also rep- 


resents a possible victory for the 
Motion Picture Association of 
America (MPAA), aiming at the 


elimination of the imports quota, 
which last year placed a voluntary 
restriction on the 10 majer com- 
panics, so only 15 films could be 
| imported by each one. 

| It also means that the staunchest 
‘opponents of free foreign pix im- 
ports, the German producers, have 
finally been won over to go along 
| with plans of this modified version 
Distributors and 
exhibitors long have been in favor 
| of the proposal. 

| A new deal which would facili- 
tate distribution of Hollywood 
product in Germany is_ being 
pushed by the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America and the Society of In- 
dependent Motion Picture’ Pro- 
ducers. Basis of the proposed are- 
rangement is a provision whereby 
the existing import quota on U. S. 
films would be removed. 

Mare Spiegel, MPAA rep in 
Frankfurt, is handling the negotia- 
tions for the Yank film industry 
with the German government and 
picture organizations in Germany. 
Reportedly, the new plan requires 
|that three out of every four pix 
| brought into western Germany by 
the majors must be less than three 
years old. 

As a compromise in return, the 
/U. S. companies will probably 

agree to a screen quota of 30° 
for native product. Entire matter 
is now before the German legisla- 
tive body and industry reps for 
consideration. Their views as yet 
have not been officially disclosed. 


Reich, incidentally, eased up on 
import permits in the last few 
weeks. Majors were granted 50 


more licenses while SIMPP mem- 
bers gained an extra 10. 


‘Italo Govt. Opposed To 
Quota on Film Imports; 
Against H’wood Oldies 


| Italian government does not 
favor a quota on film imports and 
| prefers industry self-control, de- 
'clared Pietro Bullio, prez of 
'Sealera Film Distributing Corp., 
who arrived in N. Y. last week from 
‘Rome. But while a quota is une 
likely to be fixed by law, he added 
that Italo film interests want Hol- 
lywood to confine its releases to 
current product and forget the 
flock of lesser pix still in its ware 
time backlog. 

With a proposed meeting be- 
tween an Italian industry dele- 
gation and the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America dve soon, Bullio 
indicated that the government 
would presumably be willing to 
permit up to 40° to 50%. remit- 
tances of earnings on U. S. films. 
Balance of rental income would 
have to be invested in Italy via 
methods somewhat similar to the 
freeze provisions stipulated in the 
Anglo-American film agreement. 

Competition from foreign prod- 
, uct is not as tough as it used to be, 
Bullio said. In the past, imports 
commanded 75° of the native 
market with the remainder going 
to Italian pix. Now domestic films 
have a 40°? share of Italian screen 
time. But nine-tenths of the bal- 
ance is filled by American features. 

Although Italian producers have 
made steady advances since the 
war ended, Bullio declared, they 
/now find it difficult to secure 
financing. The banks have little 
| money to lend, he said, since most 
funds are earmarked for governe 
ment use. Any project not con- 
sidered essential does not qualify 
for a loan. In view of restrictions 
on credit, Bullio pointed out, 
private money lenders have been 
reaping a harvest via loans bearing 
interest of 25°7 to 40°. Legal 
rate is 12%. Added handicap is 
that films are notably slow in amor- 
tizing themselves, 
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Three Guys Named Mike 

Metro release of Armand Deutsch pro- 
duction. Stars Jane Wyman, Van John- 
son; features Howard Keel, Barry Sulli- 
van, Phyllis Kirk, Anne Sargent, Jeff Den- 
nell. Directed by Charles Walters. Screen- 
play, Sidney Sheldon; story, Ruth Brooks 
Flippen; from suggestions y Ethel “Pug” 
Wells; camera, Paul C. ogel; music, 
Bronislau Kaper; editor, Irving Warbur- 
ton. Previewed Jan. 17 at Loew’s 72d St. 
theatre, N. Y. Running time, 79 MINS. 





Marcy Lewis ...... o0seesece GRE Teanen 
Michael Lawrence...........Van Johnson 
Mike Jamison..... ee Howard Keel 


Mike Tracy .-.Barry Sullivan 
Kathy Hunter.........e.+---. Phyllis Kirk 
Jan Baker cocccecose Anme Sargent 
Alice Raymend.......+- Jeff Donnell 


Scott Bellamy.........- - Herbert Heyes 
ee errr es ee Robert Sherwood 
MacWade Parker..... Don McGuire 


Ann White ..........Barbara Billingsley 
Mr. Williams 
Dr. Matthew Hardy....... John Maxwell 
C. RR. Smite... ..ssesacens Lewis Martin 
Ethel “Pug” Wells......-- 
Osgood ceceesveeceece aes Jagan 





Pleasant-witted comedy, “Three 
Guys Named Mike” is a doubtful 
entry for the deluxers but should 
encounter no trouble in lesser sit- 
uations. Draw names are Jane 
Wyman and Van Johnson. 


Film gets off the ground with |! 


engaging dialog and brisk 
opening pace. Flow of the story is 
smooth and_ steady thereafter, 
drawing sufficient laughs. 

Lensing was done in csoperation 
with American Airlines. Back- 
ground of commercial aviation has 
the appearance of authenticity as 
well as visual interest. 

Miss Wyman appears as an air- 
line stewardess whose _ innocent 
glibness and sympathetic manner 
score with males on and off the 
ground. Her 
mantic pursuers are Johnson, as a 


some 


science student who's a bartender | 


on the side; Howard Keel, pilot, 
and Barry Sullivan, ad agency 
huckster. Film's title 
the trio. 

Miss Wyman first is a fledging 
whose over-eagerness leads to an 
assortment of 
signed for chuckles. She soon 
learns the ropes, however, and 
wins the confidence of customers 
and airline personnel alike. 

Film is interspersed with a series 
of comedy bits which add to the 
overall flavor. Prominent among 
these is the situation in which a 
couple of amorous’ passengers 
aboard Miss Wyman’s airship try to 
lure her to a rendezvous. Play for 
the lady made by the three Mikes 
makes for most of the engaging 
subject matter and, properly, is not 
staged too seriously. As it turns 
out, Miss Wyman succumbs to 
Johnson's charms. 


Armand Deutsch’'s production is 
impressive. Direction by Charles 
Walters deserves a nod for keeping 
the humor moving at a fast pace. 
Performances adequately capture 
the farcical qualities of the script, 


with Miss Wyman, Johnson, Keel | 


and Sullivan all showing to special 





advantage. Paul Vogel's camera- 
work is good. Gene, 
The Long Dark Hall 


(BRITISH) 
London, Feb. 6. 


British Lion release of Cusick Interna- 
tional-Five Oceans Film production. Stars 
Rex Harrison, Lilli Palmer; features Denis 
O’Dea, Raymond Huntley. Directed by 
Anthony Bushell, Reginald Beck. Screen- 
play, Nunnally Johnson: camera, Wilkie 
Cooper; editor, Tom Simpson. At Leices- 
ter Square theatre, London. Running 
time, 86 MINS. 
Arthur Groome... 
Mary Groome..... 
Sheila Groome...... 
Rosemary Groome... 
Mary's Mother...... ° 


soeeeeess- REX Harrison 
.. Lilli Palmer 
....-Tania Heald 
.-Henrietta Barry 
«..- Dora Sevening 





Mary's Father...........Ronald Simpson 
Chief Insp. Sullivan....Raymond Huntley 
Sat. CooWPah..o:..<. ..+. William Squires 
Supt. Maxey....«.. .+s.--Ballard Berkeley 
i e ae, ..-.Anthony Dawson 
Sir Charles Morton......... Denis O'Dea 
Clive Bedford...... ...- Anthony Bushell 
BT ere .+eee--Henry Longhurst 
Rose Mallory.............Patricia Wayne 
Marjorie Danns........+.-- Meriel Forbes 
Mrs. Rogers ...... ....-Brenda De Banzie 





Bulk of the action of this meller 
takes place in the courtroom 
where a man is on trial for murder. 
The plot has a neat twist and 
Nunnally Johnson’s script is blat- 
antly keyed to getting the fullest 
suspense values. As such, it should 
do moderately good business here, 
and with the star names for the 
marquee, should earn modest 
success in America. 

The scripter takes the audience 
into his confidence. 
of the murderer is not concealed 
and therefore there is no secret 
that the man in the dock, although 
he had an attachment to the mur- 
dered showgirl, was’ innocent. 
Circumstantial evidence, however, 
is against him; the jury convicts, 
but an historic eve-of-execution 
incident saved him from the gal- 
lows just as the real murderer is 
revealed. 

The drama that comes from the 
prolonged courtroom sequence is 
tense and occasionally meving. The 
(ramatic highlight is a powerful 
‘ross-examination by the prosecut- 
‘ng counsel, twisting the accused's 
Own words in a manner which 
feaves little doubt of his guilt. The 


o\er-confident maniacal killer gives | 
mself away by writing a letter | 


hy 


'o the police designed to reach 


Viem after the time of the execu- 


Hugh Sanders | 


Herself | 


most persistent ro- | 


identifies | 


mistakes, all de-' 


The identity | 


tion. But he didn’t reckon on a 
Parliamentary decision. 

Rex Harrison and Lilli Palmer 
playing husband and wife have the 
dominating roles, which they play 
with their accustomed polish. Ray- 
mond Huntley portrays the chief 
inspector with surprising restraint 
while Denis O'Dea is determined 
and forceful as the prosecuting 
counsel. Anthony Bushell, who 
also produced and_ co-directed, 
plays the defense lawyer with 
slight timidity. Anthony Dawson 
rather overdoes the killer role and 
his pretense at being friendly with 
the wife of the accused lacks con- 
viction. Myro. 


A Yank in Korea 
Hollywood, Feb. 9. 


Columbia release of Sam Katzman pro- 
duction. Stars Lon McCallister; features 
William Phillips. Brett King, Larry Stew- 
art, William Tannen, Tommy Farrell, Nor- 
man Wayne, Rusty Wescoatt. William 
| Haade. Directed by Lew Landers. Screen- 
play, William Sackheim: from story by 








Leo Lieberman; camera, William Whitley: | 
editor, Edwin Bryant. Previewed Feb. 8. | 


*51. Running time, 73 MINS. 
Andy Smith ree 

Sergeant Kirby... 
Milo Pagano 
Sollie Kaplan 
Lieutenant Lewis 
Jinx Hamilton 
Stan Howser 


arrre Norman Wayne 


Sergeant Hutton ....... Rusty Wescoatt 
Corporal Jawolski........ William Haadce 
POBSY COIE. .....ccccesce Sunny Vickers 
Powers Terrrerrrrere Richard Paxton 
MONGY BMI... 16 cesscvaes Ralph Hodges 
SE EP err ere Perr ee Richard Gould 





Columbia capitalizes on the cur- 
rent Korean war and comes up 
with an okay program feature for 
the general situation. War action 
and pathos are mixed with satis- 
factory movement, and story cli- 
maxes with the reading of the now 
| well-known G.I.’s letter to his two 
children. 

Script actually is a series of cli- 
| maxing incidents dealing with com- 
bat skirmishes of a group of sol- 
diers fighting in Korea, with Lon 


|liam Phillips, a retread sergeant, 
|carrying the principal roles. Ac- 
, tual battle footage is smartly used 
| to give validity to the story and 
bolster budget values. 

The William Sackheim script, 
based on a story by Leo Lieber- 
|man, takes McCallister through a 
;quick marriage and_ enlistment, 
| battle training and then to Korea. 
Worked into the plot is the fact 
| McCallister, already a hero, earns 
ithe displeasure of his fellow sol- 
| diers 
| through carelessness. He redeems 
| himself, though, when he helps de- 
| Stroy an enemy ammunition dump, 
‘aids in routing North Korean 
| tanks and repairs a locomotive on 
;an ambulance train. 

His sergeant buddy, Phillips, is 
killed in the latter action and Mc- 
Callister takes the letter to the 
two kiddies back to the states to 
read to them. Two principals an- 
|; swer demands of the script and 
Lew Landers’ directs capably, and 


{ 


King, Larry Stewart, William Tan- 
nen, Tommy Farrell, Norman 
Wayne, Rusty Wescoatt and Wil- 
liam Haade. 

Sam Katzman’s production su- 
pervision manages good values for 
the budget expenditure, and the 
lensing editing and other technical 
factors measure up. Brog. 


Mr. Drake’s Duck 
(BRITISH) 
London, Feb. 7. 


Eros release of Daniel M. Angel-Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr., production. 
banks, Yolande Donlan: features Wiifrid 
Hyde-White, Jon Pertwee, A. E. Matthews, 
Howard Marion-Crawford, Reginald Beck- 
with. Directed and written by Val Guest. 

















| Camera, Harry Gillam; editor, Sam Sim- | ; ~ Qik RRO Rep pe aipereiee. > > 
monds. At Prince of Wales, London, Feb. | duction. Stars Leo Gorcey, Huntz Hall; | Bee ores. cece Gajitean Eee | 
7, 51. Running time, 81 MINS. eatures Bernard Gorcey, Russell Hicks, | Groene ot» toate 
Don Drake Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.| Selmer Jackson. Directed by William | STEM@-- +--+ +++ sete terees ‘ s 
Penny Drake ........ Yolande Donlan | Beaudine. Screenplay, Charles Marion; | 
Major Travers.. Howard Marion-Crawford | eh de ds tee es 2 ' “Murder Without Crime” is a 
i yep wicginald Beckwith | Kay. At New York theatre, N. Y., Feb. 7, typical example of a  stageplay 
|The Sergeant......:....-.... John Boxer ‘51. Running time, 6% MINS. _transferred to the screen without 
| Reuben....... etweecectcecer: OG, FOreree | bo A Mahoney.........++++.+: nee Gores, any substantial revision of the 
| Eeetene werisisc *'7907°: Peter Se Gan | Eytabes.....- ens ‘)Denald MacBride Script. The film version never 
Brigadier..........-. *-""A. E. Matthews Marsha......... .... Virginia Hewitt breaks out of its original confines 
oer oe nA ih Eg alin il | Hatfield... ...ceeeeeeees Russell Hicks and jis restricted in space and ac- 
| ost PNG bntaseis ss ...William Benedict | * . . mn 
| “Mr. Drake’s Duck” is sheer , Louie Dumbrowsky.......Bernard Gorcey tion. It has a quota ticket to help 
: P j ‘ i - UNCCH wee ccreccece +++... Buddy Gorman | 
farce and loaded with laugh situa ko eae .David Gorcey 
tions. It should draw as Many | Decker’. . 2/0)... . John, Bleifer | 
| Conroy...... nad Rel eben Md : : 
Recruiting Officer . a a Appointment a Comme 
Masters... ......-.eeee0. Selmer Jackson | . int nt wit rime.” 
| | ppointment | e, 
| Another Shore | British-made _ picture which 
“Another Shore,” _ British Monogram may have a sleeper) Four Continents Films is dis- 


import which preemed at the 
| Little Carnegie. N. Y., Satur- 
| day (10), was reviewed in 

* Variety in the issue of Dec. 1, 
| 1948. An Ealing Studio-Mi- 

chael Balcon production, film 
| stars Robert Beatty, Moira 
' Lister and Stanley Holloway. 
| Pentagon Pictures is distribut- 
ing in the U. S. Running time 
' is 77 minutes. 

Myro found the entry a 
“competently made pic with 
a smoothly told story which 
should do steady, if moderate, 
business at the boxoffice with 
native audiences. Absence of 
star names for the marquee 
will be a handicap in the 
states, but its length should 
enable it to make the grade 
in the’ second feature class. 
Film is a melodrama with an 
Irish background. 


Lon McCallister | 
William “Bill” Philtips | 
Brett King | 
Larry Stewart | 
iieteaud William Tannen | 
6 ae aoa wid Tommy Farrell | 


McCallister, an enlistee, and Wil- | 


when he endangers them: 


among others doing okay are Brett | 


Stars Fair- | 


Miniature Reviews 


“Three Guys Named Mike” 
(M-G). Lightweight comedy 
for middleweight bo. Van 
Johnson, Jane Wyman for 


marquee. 

“The Long Dark Hall,” 
(British) (B-L). Rex Harrison, 
Lilli Palmer in courtroom 
meller; looms moderate suc- 
cess for U. S. market. 

“A Yank in Korea” (Col.) 
Good program feature for 
general runs. 

“Mr. Drake’s Duck” 
ish) (Indie). Douglas 
banks, Jr., in English 
OK U. S. entry. 

“Bowery Battalion” (Mono). 
Good screwball army comedy 
in Bowery Boys series. OK 
for general market. 

“Ridin’ the Outlaw Trail” 
(Songs) (Col). Standard entry 
in Charles Starrett’s “Durango 
Kid” series. 

“Murder Without Crime” 
(British) (AB-Pathe). Transfer 
of stagepiay to screen not good 
enough for U. S. market. 

“Crooked River” (Lippert). 
Jimmy Ellison-Russell Hayden 
Routine oater. 


(Brit- 
Fair- 
farce; 











chuckles as films twice its length. 
Val Guest's script and direction is 
éffective enough to overcome the 
trivialities of the plot and to in- 
sure that the pic will be a boxoffice 
winner in Britain. Its American 


prospects, too, are quite substan- | 


tial and are heightened by the 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., name. The 
yarn is typical English humor, pok- 
ing fun at the army and official- 
|dom in general. Since the inci- 
dents are seen through the eyes 
'of two Americans, it develops an 
unusually strong Anglo-American 
| flavor. 

| It is really a two-character play. 
/Don Drake brings his Americtn 
bride to England and settles on a 


farm which he has inherited. Dur- | 


ing her first few days, she goes to 
an autction sale 
scious nod makes her the owner of 


five dozen ducks. That alone causes | 


| consternation in the Drake house- 
‘hold, but confusion turns to chaos 
| when one of the ducks lays an 
|'atomic egg. The army takes over 
_and the farm is made a prohibited 
area. 


British services is not restricted to 
| the army. When the navy hears 
that the security police haye called 
the War Office to supervise what 
| becomes known as “Operation 


Chickweed,” it gets into the act. | 


| Then the Air Force insists that the 


‘duck is really an airborne bird; | 


| hence it should be part of the op- 
,eration. The humorous angles 
‘from the military intervention are 
obvious, direction taking advan- 
tage of them. 


keeping the story rolling. 


| character parts are also well done. 
Wilfrid Hyde-White is 


'try of Agriculture and Fisheries; 


| Howard Marion-Crawford personi-— 


fies the major in charge of the op- 


eration; Jon Pertwee contributes a | 


fine study of the dour form fore- 





a small part as a bank manager; 
and A. E. Matthews excels as a 
War Office brigadier. Myro. 





| 
| Bowery Battalion 


| Monogram release of Jan Grippo pro- |! 












| in this Jan Grippo production of 
/the Bowery Boys series. Produced, 
budget-wise, for dual houses, pic 
/ could well carry top side of a twin 
bill and might even stand alone 
and do business. Film gets in on 
top of cycle of army camp come- 
dies which is sure to come in view 
| of mobilization. 

Loaded with gags, some familiar 


‘and some new, “Bowery Battalion” | 


gets off to a fast start and doesn’t 
let down to the final bellylaugh. 
Awkward squads and initiation of 
| rookies into army life have been 
comedy source material since 
World War 1; and -tthey probably 
i will continue to be laugh-getters 
as long as an element of freshness 
/ecan be injected. “Bowery Batta- 
lion” has been so injected. 
Huntz Hall carries the comedy 
ball. His every gesture is hilarious. 
| Director William Beaudine has ex- 


and an uncon-,. 


The humor directed against the | 


Fairbanks and Yolande Donlan | 
' have a comparatively easy task | 
The | 
| 800d script is a real help. The few Sunny Vickers, daughter of Dear-— 
first-rate | 
as a civil servant from the Minis- | 


man; Reginald Beckwith scores in | 


tracted the best from Charles 
Marion's screenplay. Story line is 


the Bowery kids. 

Hall and his pals join the army 
when they think a practice air raid 
is the real thing. Leo Gorcey, in try- 
ing to get them out of uniform, finds 


then begin the usual trials and 
tribulations of the rookies. There 
is the plot to steal a military 
secret, in which the boy's old 
Bowery pal, Bernard Gorcey, is 
involved; the enemy spy in the 





| form of a blonde secretary and the | 


| foreign agents who kidnap Gorcey 


in order to get vital information. 


rescue, get medals—and then go 
back to the guardhouse for being 
A.W.O.L. It’s all fast slapstick and 
| Should get guffaws. Alst. 





Ridin” the Outlaw Trail 
(SONGS) 

{ Hollywood, Feb. 7. 

| Columbia release of Colbert Clark pro- 


duction. Stars Charles Starrett;:. features 
Smiley Burnette, Sunny Vickers. Edgar 


Directed by Fred F. Sears. Screenplay, 
Victor Arthur; camera, Fayte Browne: 
editor, Paul Borofsky. Previewed Feb. 6, 
‘51. Running time, 56 MINS. 

bheSeves Charles Starrett 


Steve Forsythe 


Smiley Burnette..... -.-Smiley Burnette 
Betsy Willard... .cscccscccce Sunny Vickers 
Pop Willard ¢............ Edgar Desring 
Tom Chapman....cccce.: Peter Thompson 
Ace Conley: ...ce- (Veh anes o4 Jim Bannon 
oe See eee Lee Morein 
PO er heen ee Chuck Roberson 


Pee Wee King and His Golden West 
Cowboys 


The Durango Kid, in the person 
of Charles Starrett, is at it again, 
bringing justice to the western 
range. “Ridin’ the Outlaw Trail” 
is a stock entry in the film cow- 
poke’s Columbia oater series and 
acceptable for the market at which 
it is aimed. 

The 56 minutes pass quickly as 
| Starrett, on the trail of an outlaw 
who has stolen $20,000 in new $20 
gold pieces, rides, shoots and socks 
his way through trouble. There's a 
comedy assist from Smiley Bur- 
nette as a traveling blacksmith and 
singer who, with the .aid of Pee 
Wee King and his Golden West 
Cowboys, works in four typical 
| Sagebrush numbers into the foot- 
age. 

The Victor Arthur script draws 
actionful direction from Fred F. 
| Sears to give the standard set of 
western ingredients movement 
that will be liked by the kiddies. 
Lee Morgan, the outlaw being 
chased by Starrett, loses his life 
and loot to Jim Bannon, who plans 
to melt down the coins and pass 
them off as gold nuggets. He 
forces an old prospector, Edgar 
| Dearing, to go. along with the 
scheme and kidnaps bBurnette’s 
blacksmith’s forge to accomplish 
| the deed. However, Starrett, in his 
dual role as Texas lawman and 
the masked Durango Kid, sees that 
justice is done. 

Cast is okay and Peter Thomp- 
son shows up well as a young 
sheriff who works with Starrett. 


ing and engaged to the sheriff, car- 
ries off the slight femme interest. 
Colbert Clark’s production man- 
| tling is acceptable, as are lensing 
and editing. Brog. 





Murder Without Crime 


(BRIBISH) 

* London, Jan. 31. 

| Associated’ British-Pathe release’ of 
| ABPC production. 


Lee Thompson; camera, Bill McLeod; edi- 
tor, FE. B. Jarvis. At Tivoli, London. Run- 
ning time, 73 MIWS. 











tributing in the U.S., was re- 

viewed from London by 

VARIETY in the issue of May 

29, 1946. Melodrama was trade- 
| sereened in New York yester- 
| day (Tues.) and is scheduled to 
| preem at the Bryant, N. Y., 
Saturday (17) when the house 
starts a new firstrun film pol- 
icy. 

Talb. praised the acting and 
direction of this Lou’ Jackson 
' production, which stars Wil- 

liam Hartnell, Robert Beatty 

and Joyce Howard. ‘Despite 

the lack of players known in 

the U.S.,” the reviewer opined, 
. “the film should do well in 
America.” Yarn revolves 
around a villain who conducts 
his murderous activities in the 
guise of an art dealer, John 
Harlow directed from his own 
script, 


i 


' 


simple and just strong enough to) 
hold together the zany antics of, 


himself also in the service, and. 


The Bowery kids are in on the} 


Dearing, Jim Bannon, Peter Thompson. | 


| Stars Dennis Price, | 
Derek Farr. Written and directed by J. | 


Re rrr r rT Dennis Price | 


it along at home, but is not a po- 
tential for the U. S. market. 

It is mainly a four character 
play with two principal settings. 
Husband and wife quarrel; wife 
leaves home and the husband goes 
to a night club. He drinks too much, 
comes home with a hostess, gets 
involved in a brawl, and just as he 
believes he has killed her, the 
wife phones to say she is coming 
back. Meantime, the downstairs 
neighbor starts a little blackmail, 
but ends up by taking a poisoned 
drink which the “killer” had in- 
tended for himself. 

One of the most verbose ex- 
amples of recent British produc- 
tions, this is overloaded with pre- 
cious dialog to fit the suave char- 
acter played by Dennis Price. But 
it is completely out of place in a 
thriller, and draws laughs at the 
wrong places. 

Derek Farr and Patricia Plunkett 
register the right emotions when 
they believe they are in dire 
trouble; Joan Dowling is sufficient- 
ly cocksure as the corpse that won't 
stay put, and Price has a lot to 
say without saying anything. J. 
Lee-Thompson’s direction of his 
own script is too reminiscent of 
stage technique to make an impact 
on the screen. bs Myro. 


™ o 
Crooked River 
Lippert release of Ron Ormond produc- 

tion. Stars Jimmy Ellison, Russ Hayden; 
features Raymond Hatton, Fuzzy Knight, 
Betty Adams. Directed by Thomas Carr; 
associate producer, Murray Lerner; 
screenplay, Ormond and Maurice Tom- 
bragel; camera, Ernest Miller; editor, 
Hugh Winn; music, Walter Greene \t 
Brandt’s N. Y. theatre, Feb. 8, ’51. Run- 
ning time, 58 MINS. 


IES. 4 vk. 6 5 6064-00 SO Jimmy Ellison 
EMORY .c200e errr ee ee Russ Hayden 
Colonel....... rere re ry Raymond Hatton 
DORCOM. c ceccccccccccccress Fuzzy Knight 
Ann Perr OTe TT Te rerer ee Betty Adams 
Weston... core b BSE 06 Ce cede ee Tom Tyler 
Gentry . cccccevrccecscescere George Lewis 
Kent eee ererTer TT TT Tet John Cason 
SMETIA . occcce 5644668600088 Stanley Price 
UGE. ccsscece Sevecesecoes Stephen Corr 
es cas eeue §06606 06080025 Dennis Moore 
EPOG TOON. ci cvccscees: George Chesebro 
Stage Driver.ccecseocccseces Bud Oxborne 
ree ondonds ess tease Jimmy. Mariin 
DOCLOF... .ccccccccressesees Cliff Taylor 
Mother... .cccccccccscoveces Helen Gibson 
Cheroke@....sceees ceeces Carl Mathews 
Rancher...cc.ceeeee.+s.- George Sowards 
Rancher... ccccsscccvcsssess Scoop Martin 
Rancher..... esses eens essde .. Joe Phillips 


Stature of the Lippe:t series of 
oaters teaming Jimmy Ellison and 
Russ Hayden is neither added to, 
nor detracted from, with this latest 
addition. Modest budgeter is for 
lower half of duals, of course. 

Tying together the requisite 
flareups of sagebrush derring-do 
is a satisfactory (for the purpose) 
varn centered around the murder 
of Ellison’s parents at the outset 
and his determination to bring the 
guilty parties to book. 

Pic follows cliche-ridden paths 
all the way with no imaginative 
touches to distinguish it from so 
many other entries in the field. 
Some effort is made to give the 
film a ring of importance through 
use of an authoritative offscreen 

| voice paying tribute to the stalwart 
pioneers who built the west. 

This, however, proves ineffectual, 
for “River’’ is strictly routine 
western fare. 
| Yarn has Ellison riding hard 
upon the scene as his parents are 
| attacked by outlaws. One of the 
badmen takes a ring from his 
father’s finger and this, of course, 
is the big clue to the _ killer's 
' identity. 

Hayden, at the start, is an out- 
law, seeking only enough money to 
‘send his sister east. He soon joins 
forces with Ellison, and together 
they track down the badmen. 
|Fuzzy Knight crops up throughout 
the proceedings with the usual 
brand of cowpoke comedy. 

Direction is average, while lens- 
ing and photography are adequate. 

Gene. 


Benjamin Stay 
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the negotiations for takeover of UA- 
offered his resignation to Robert 
R. Young, Pathe’s controlling stock- 
holder. It apparently has been re- 
fused. Pathe’s board actually has 
virtually nothing to do with the 
operation of ELC. 

While Benjamin's future associa- 
tion with Pathe remains unclear, 
Rank is understood to have defi- 
nitely requested that he continve 
to head Rank’s U.S operation. As 
regards Universa!. of which Rink 
owns about 157, it’s believed Ben- 
jamin will remain on the board. U 
execs queried by VARIETY ex- 
pressed the desire he continue to 
serve. 

Krim and Benjamin will both 
continue as partners in the law 
firm of Phillips, Nizer, Benjamin 
& Krim, which represents Para- 
mount and many other corporations 
and individuals in the film indus- 
try. Krim and Benjamin's arrange- 
ment with their law partners is that 
their earnings from outside sources 
go into the firm's coffers and they 
draw a weekly salary and partici- 

| pate in the earnings. 
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Guilds Mapping 


CANADA’S STEEL BAN 
HALTS THEATRE BLDG. 


Toronto, Feb. 13. 





Strategy to Thaw’ 
Salary Freezing 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Plans for presentation of joint 
petition to Wage Stabilization 
Board for easing restriction on 
wages for Hollywood talent will be 
drawn up today (Tues.) when Wil- 
liam Berger, repping Screen Actors 
Guild; Gordon Stulberg, repping 
Screen Writers Guild, and Mabel 
Walker Willebrandt, for Screen Di- 

ectors Guild, meet with several 
SAG officials. Meeting stems from 
initial probing of wage freeze reg- 
ulations as they affect Guild mem- 
bers. 

Petition will ask that film indus- 
try be allowed to operate as nor- 
mally as possible under ordinary 
business practices, and that freeze 
restrictions be thawed to conform 
to complexities of industry. Adrian 
McCalman, of Artists Managers 
Guild, went to Washington Jan. 15 
for discussions with WSB officials, 
returning last weekend. While at 
the Capitol he provided leaders of 
three talent guilds with daily re- 
ports on progress. 

SAG spearheaded present get-to- 
gether for joint action. McCalman 
may join for AMG, to solidify ac- 
tion, and it’s known major com- 
panies will come in later for pres- 
entation of united industry front. 
Maurice Benjamin and Arthur 
Freston, currently in Washington 
as legal reps for Producers Assn., 
are expected to join guild legal bat- 
tery on their return. 


L. A. Price Crisis 
Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 

Recent cut in admission prices 
to 50c., started by the Baldwin 
theatre, has spread to two other 
top neighborhood houses in that 
vicinity, the Leimart and the Im- 
perial. ~ 

Other theatres in that area are 
threatening to retaliate with a 40c. 
admission. 


RKO Stock Rise | 


Continued from page 5 























in negotiations to obtain control of 
the RKO chain. Report was denied 
by UPT prez Leonard Goldenson 
yesterday (Tues.) and the possi- 
bility of it being so was likewise 
discounted in the trade inasmuch 
as UPT can’t add even a single 
theatre without D. of J. approval. 

While the increase in the price 
of the theatre shares makes a deal 
for them more likely, an upturn in 
the quotes on the picture company 
stock lessens the chances of its 
purchase from Hughes—if there 
ever were any such chances. Two 
groups are known to have shown in- 
terest in the past few weeks in ob- 
taining the pic stock and have had 
talks with Hughes’ lieutenant, Noah 
Dietrich. Whether Dietrich was con- 
fabbing with them on the “talk-to- 


anybody” theory. or Hughes is 
actually interested in selling, is 
unknown. 


Reason why the price upswing 
on the pic shares lessens interest | 
in the deal is that at least one of 
the would-be buyers of film com- 
pany control is known to be inter- 
ested in liquidation prospects. This 
is a Wall street group. Its aim was 
to buy the film shares cheap and 
meke a quick selloff of some of the 
assets. | 

It figures that the pic company’s | 
cash on hand equals about $2 a 
share ($7,000,000), its film library 
is worth another $2.50 per share | 
(around $19,000,000) and excess 
real estate something over $1 a 
share (about $4,000,000). This' 
would be a total of $5.50 per share. 

The Wall streeters were think- | 
inz of buying the stock at under | 
$4, showing an 


immediate $1.50} 


Astute operators who planned, 


‘by the use of salvaged steel, to get 


around the federal steel ban on 
theatre construction, saw this loop- 
hole in the Essential Materials act 
plugged over the weekend by a 
new directive issued by C. D. 
Howe, Minister of Trade and Com- 
merce. The Dec. 1. directive 
against use of new steel supplies 
for amusement construction did 
not interfere with the plans of 
Famous Players Canadian, Odeon 


(Rank) and the Taylor interests 
since construction was virtually 
completed, but certain important 


independents believed they could 
carry out proposed ventures by use 
of salvaged steel from demolished 
structures. 

New order now defines steel ma- 


Trotti, Goodrich-Hackett 
Get Christopher Awards 


Lamar Trotti, for his script of 
“Cheaper by the Dozen,” and 
| Frances Goodrich and Albert Hack- 
‘ett, for their script of ‘Father of 
the Bride,” have been chosen win- 
‘ners of the annual Christopher 
' Awards for 1950. Writers of the 
/two winning films and three books 
will share prizes totaling $25,000. 
| Winners will collect at a Hotel 
Astor, N. Y., dinner tomorrow (15), 
given by circuit operator George 
Skouras. Rev. James Keller, direc- 
tor of the Christophers, will pre- 
sent the awards. 


Six New Foreign 
Imports for ‘51 





terials so finely it eliminates use | 


of such material. 
cally bans 
signs. 


It also specifi- 
outdoor advertising 











Pickman-Par 
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vertising manager of Paramount 
Pictures in order tc move to United 
Artists as v.p. and director of pub- 
licity-advertising was anticipated. 
Its suddenness was not, however. 

The action was accompanied by 
some bitterness on both sides. Bar- 
ney Balaban, Par prexy, had been 
kept informed of Youngstein’s ne- 
gotiations regarding the UA deal, 
but apparently was getting impa- 
tient for a definite answer as to 
whether his pub-ad chief was re- 
maining with him or not. He felt 
that the indecision and accompany- 
ing rumors in the trade were hurt- 
ing staff morale. 

Youngstein was on the spot inas- 
much as the negotiations by Arthur 
Krim and Robert S. Benjamin for 
acquisition of control of UA—on 
which Youngstein’s own deal 
hinged—were taking considerably 
longer than originally anticipated. 
Youngstein, of course, was unable 
to close his deal with Krim and 
Benjamin until they had concluded 
their own negotiations for the com- 
pany. 

Balaban, to end the delay, de- 
manded a quick answer from 
Youngstein, and he quit. The sit- 
uation was perhaps primarily com- 
plicated by the fact that Balaban 
was in Miami Beach and thus all 
talks were by phone rather than 
via daily face-to-face contact that 
would ordinarily have taken place 
and likely prevented the bitterness. 

Pickman is a former newspaper- 
man who got into show biz as ad- 
vance and road manager for the 
Ted Lewis, Larry Clizmgon and Tom- 
my Dorsey bands. He later was 
with the Tom Fizdale publicity 


agency and handled Camel Cara- | 


van units through Army camps. 
Later he was personal rep for Ed- 
die Cantor. 

He got into films in 1944 with 
20th-Fox in New York and later 
was .appointéd exec assistant to 
pub-ad topper Hal Horne. He also 
served as eastern publicity director 
for the company. He later was with 
Selznick-Vanguard and in 1947 be- 
came assistant to Youngstein as 
pub-ad manager at Eagle Lion. He 
moved from EL to Par in 1948 and 
again became aide to Youngstein 
when the iatter went to Par as pub- 
adtopper a few months later. 














IA Pay Boosts 
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creases also will become effective 


for other crafts in Hollywood, most | 


of which haven’t had an increase 
since 1947. Deal would not disturb 


present pacts which producers re- | 


cently refused to reopen voluntar- 
ily for talks on cost-of-living hikes. 
Walsh, who with a number of IA 


toppers came here from winter ex- | 


ecutive council meeting in Tucson, 


profit after the liquidation and still | blasted the so-called Committee of 


owning a_ producing - distributing | a 
_company which would have consid-| bombarding him with telegrams | 
erable assets in foreign funds re-| protesting lack of wage. boosts. early close the current b.o. reces-| side pix in past, but 


mittable and other items. 


Greene group’s interest in trad- | tative of IA members. Committee, | 
ing stock and maneuvers on the/he said, was hiding their activities sulting in overseating, hurt busi- RKO. 


Coast for pic company control ap- 


Studio Workers, which has been 
| Walsh said CSW was not represen- 


| behind cloak of anonymity. 


Six new foreign imports have 
been scheduled for release this sea- 
son by three distributors, it was 
learned in N. Y. this week. Bulk 
of fresh product will be handled 
by Scalera Film Distributing, com- 
pany readying four pix. Academy 
Film Co. and Normandy Pictures 
have one apiece. 

First, on the Scalera slate ig ,‘An- 
gelo,” which-is due to open at the 
Trans-Lux 52nd St., N. Y., follow- 
ing the run of “Seven Days to 
Noon.” This Italian import was 
formerly titled ‘““Mulatto,” but was 
changed to “Angelo” because of 
possible confusion with the 1935 
Broadway play. 

Others on the Scalera list are 
“The Trial,” produced by G. W. 
Pabst: “We, the Living,” with Alida 


Valli, and a Vittoro De Sica pic, | 
Academy | 


“Children Have Eyes.” 
is prepping another De Sica entry, 
| “Doctor, Beware,” while Normandy 
|shortly will unveil “Carnival of 
Crime,” a French 
several stories of Edgar Allen Poe 
and Thomas de Quincy. 


| U.S. Italian Reps 


” 
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were due in late February or early 
March. Both sides agreed to draw 
in advance agendas which would 
be exchanged and agreed upon. It 
soon became apparent that the 
ideas of the two sides were so far 
apart, even on the matter of an 
agenda, that the meetings might 
not be worth holding at all. 

As a result, the exploratory San 
Remo huddle 
Andreotti sent several reps, and 
John G. McCarthy, director of the 
| MPAA’s international division, as- 
| signed Gerald Mayer and George 
'Canty to meet with them. Mayer 
|is MPAA’s European chief and 
| Canty its Italian rep. 


Both Mayer and Canty came to 
| MPAA from the State Dept., which 


_is probably what has given the in- | 


| ternational diplomacy flavor to the 
| Italo-U. S. industry dealings. It 
_is a general practice of major na- 
| tion foreign ministers to assign 
deputies to exploratory sessions in 
order to determine whether a top- 
echelon meet would be profitable. 

Principal point of difference be- 
| tween the Yank distribs and the 
| Italians 


| of pix which can be imported into 
| Italy. Americans are firmly op- 
_ posed to accepting import quotas 
|anywhere, since they are now 
shaking them off in a number of 
countries and it would set a very 
poor example that it is feared 
would be picked up elsewhere. 


===! Second point of difference that 


| may result in cancellation of the 


Andreotti trip is the Rome demand 
that American distribs join ANICA, 
the Italian trade association. Yanks 
see this as a snare and are ada- 


ances. 














Myers’ Optimism 
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sion.” 
Over-expansion of theatres, re- 


film based on | 


was agreed upon. | 


is the latter’s desire to. 
; impose a limitation on the number | 


mant against such entangling alli- | 


cation on the same level as press 





cational material.” 


| However, no 
empted. 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Claim of some film industry spokesmen that recent Gove 
tions supported the contention that films were a medium o 


( f communi- 
and radio, was walloped anew Sead 


week. National Production Authority issued an amendment to th 
commercial construction ban which exempted television . 
broadcasting stations and newspaper and periodical plants. 
plained it was acting “‘to assure the greatest 
ation to the nation’s facilities for the communication of news and edu- 


and radig 

NPA CXe 
possible freedom of oper. 
branch of motion pictures was eX< 


Only 15% new dialog can be added to the script of George Bernard 


Shaw’s “Androcles and the Lion,” which Gabriel Pascal is curr 
| producing at the RKO lot. Arbitrary limit on new lines was fixed 
the film deal with the executor for the late playwright. 


ently 
under 


Before the property went before the cameras writer Ken Englund 
revised the Noel Langley adaptation of the Shaw play to insert 
| second act it was said to have needed. Shaw dialog, however, remains 


' virtually intact. 


H. C. Potter is directing the pic. 





Industryites were somewhat amu 


appeared in Life last week and is also appearing in other mags. 
features a large picture of Gloria Swanson and the headline: “Wi|] you 


look as young as Gloria Swanson 


official biog, will be 53 in March. 


birth had been obliterated. 


sed by the full-page Jergens ad that 
Ad 


at 51?” The star, according to her 
Time magazine a year or so ago 


hunted up her birth certificate in Chicago only to find that the year of 





Certain contract producers at Paramount have been told to turn out 


one additional picture per year, 
making in the past. Idea is to re 
tion. 


above the number they have been 
duce the cost of individual produc. 


Under the new economy scheme the producer’s annual salary 


will be the same, but he will turn out more product. 











UA-Kramer 


Continued from page 5 


knows his power of approval would 
be absolute in production matters. 
Additionally he is not known to 
have any complaints regarding the 
distrib’s handling of his product in 
the past. 
One to Go for Kramer 
Kramer's present pact with UA 
| has one picture to go beyond the 
‘current “Cyrano de_ Bergerac,” 
which is now being roadshown. 
So far as Popkin is concerned, 
apparently all cause for misgivings 
has been removed. Producer made 
no effort to hide his dissatisfaction 























with the old UA hierarchy and is | 


understood to have advocated the 
change. Since the switch has taken 
place, Popkin is represented as 
ready to go along and will deliver 
his product to the distrib accord- 
ing to his commitments. 

Popkin came east from the Coast 
last week for a final showdown 
with the old management relative 
to release of his future output, in 
addition to his current ‘Second 
Women.” Now that the issue has 
been resolved, he’ll return to Hol- 
lywood today (Wed.). 

Similarly, the Benjamin-Krim 
acquisition of control is figured to 
cue releasing of pix by others who 
have found reason for delay in de- 
livery of prints. These include I.G. 
Goldsmith’s “The Scarf"; Irving 
Allen’s “New Mexico”; S. P. Eagle’s 
“The Prowler’; W. Lee Wilder’s 
“Three Steps North”; Popkin’s oth- 
er, “The Well.” and Robert Still- 
man’s — for a Day.” 

Meanwhile, Stillman’s “Sound of 
Fury” has played only a few en- 


gagements while the film’s general | 


release was being withheld pend- 

ing settlement of UA’s affairs. 
Although a deal has yet to be set, 

the Danziger Bros. 


a likely UA release at an early 
date. 
Others for which no deals have 


to go through UA include the Ross- 
Stillman production of “The Lady 
Said No” and Eagle’s “African 
Queen.” 





2 Reissues, 1 New Pic 
Due by Goldwyn 


| Sales activity of Samuel Gold- 
wyn Productions is set for an im- 
mediate spurt with the release of 
_two reissues and one new pic. 
Firm is slated to serve as pro- 
/ducer’s representative on David 
Rose’s “Circle for Danger’ (for- 
merly titled “White Heather”), 
which stars Ray Milland. Film 
| will be released in the U. S. by 
Eagle Lion Classics. ' 
Goldwyn firm has handled out- 
limitedly. 
|Last such deal was with Cagney 
Productions, releasing through 


production of | 
“St. Benny the Dip” also looms as | 


been formally set but which figure | 





parently have discouraged a probe | 
which was planned several weeks | 
go by the D. of J. It was to look | Washington, Feb. 13. 

into complaints that the theatre| Civilian Defense Administration 
company board was not independ | issues the first of a series of eight 
ent of Hughes. Various negotia- shorts—“Survival Under Atomic 
tions have also brought to a halt Attack”—next month. 

plans by major Wall street hold-' Series will be offered in 8m and 
ers of RKO shares for a battle 16m sound and silent one-reelers, 
against Hughes for control. | and film strips. 





CDA’s Ist, In Atomic Attack 


Ness, Myers says, but with building Goldwyn outfit also is readying 
'controls as result of emergency ex- | two of its own for re-distribution | 
|hibitors will be able to utilize ex- through RKO. These are “Up in 
| isting — and to get back to 

/normal operations. |\“They Got Me Covered.” ctarring | 
| As goods start to get scarce be- Bob Hope. “Arms” sae que cal 
|Cause of the crisis, the public will | week in Miami Beach, which is a| 
| start drifting back to the theatres, | single-feature territory. 
Myers predicts. |. All other Goldwyn features are | 
__ Board sessions will last through being withdrawn from release with 


Friday. the exception of “Song Is Born.” 





Election Petitions 
To Be Filed This 
Wk. on Par, M-C 


Petitions for immediate elec- 
| tions to establish bargaining agent 
| for Paramount’s home office white 
collarites and Metro’s New York 
exchange workers will be filed 
late this week with National La- 
bor Relations Board by Home 
Office Employes Union, Local 
H-63. Union, which is affiliated 
with International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stages Employes, claims 
it holds signed cards from a ma- 
jority of the Paramount home of- 
| fice personnel and Metro exchange 
employes, asking that the IA unit 
be designated as bargaining agent. 
Local H-63 claims it has signed 
cards from workers in other home 
offices favoring the IA unit as 
their bargaining agent. However, 
_the signed cards do not represent 
a majority and no petition for 
elections will be prepared until a 
majority has been obtained. 
_ Move by Local H-63 to capture 
jurisdictional control in home of- 
fices and exchanges is expected to 
lead to a showdown with Screen 
_ Office and Professional Employees 
Guild. Race for control stems 
|from NLRB ruling that SOPEG 
and Screen Publicists Guild had 
‘lost their identities by merging 
‘into Screen Employes Guild. 
H-63 plans to move into home of- 
fices on theory that competitive 
unions have lost their foothold be- 
| cause of the NLRB ruling. SOPEG 
members, however, say they will 
put up a stiff fight to retain their 
present hold. 





| Albany Theatre Tele 
For College Hoop Game 


Theatre television will get one 
of its first exclusive events next 
| Tuesday (20) when the Fabian 
| Palace’ theatre, Albany, picks 
up the College basketball game 
| between Siena and Georgetown 
from Washington, D. C. While it’s 
believed that the game itself is not 
of sufficient importance to mean 
much at the boxoffice, the Fabian 
management believes the event 
, will represent a good test of the- 
,atre TV’s potential. 
|. Coverage of the game will be 
transmitted over 320 miles of 
cable, the longest distance any 
/event has yet been fed for big- 
_Screen video purposes, It’s also 
deemed significant as an example 
| Of what theatre TV backers can 
do to get their medium rolling. 








‘Samson’ Record 
Daytona Beach, Fla., Feb. 13. 
Paramount’s “Samson and Deli- 
lah” played its first general re- 
lease engagement at the Daytona 
theatre last week, scoring a house 


Arms,” starring Danny Kaye, and| record for the week with a take 


of $5,927. Picture played same 
theatre last year on its roadshow 
run, grossing $5,959 at advanced 
admission prices. , 
“Samson” is set for 14 Florida 
openings between now and March 


\18. 


k i 
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had been active in joining forces 


je \t 
Uruguayan Film | 
———— 
Fete Draws Bevy with others in indie participation 
deals. ‘ _— 
Of H’ wood Stars ‘ii: isus"be, Roeseinont Si 
woo ney Buchman and Frank Seltzer. 


Most prominent of the major- 
Almost a dozen Hollywood stars indie deals in recent years was 
will attend the 18-day internation- pKoO's alliance with Jerry Wald 
al film festival scheduled to Set 2nq Norman Krasna. Same firm 
underway tomorrow (Thurs.) at the .jc9 has releasing pacts with Film- 
Uruguayan beach resort of Punta 2 ..6;<, (Ida Lupino and _ Collier 
del Este. Government of Uruguay, young), Howard Hawks’ Winches- 
sponsor of the event, is making @ ¢., pictures, Gabriel Pascal and 
plane available to transport the oo) Lesser. 
American film talent along with 
representatives of the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America. 
Plane is slated to leave the Coast 


Three-pic production program 
slated by Joseph Bernhard will be 
released through 20th-Fox, which 

. also is handling Eddie Alperson’s 

> » >< 7 9 > ‘ te ) 4 oad , s 
yo no ig ay | lig agg output. That the major Is anxious 

ruguay vii y- ; : tog ' 
wood contingent will include Joan 1° outside pix is further shown in 


its one-film deal with Jack M. 
Fontaine, Ricardo Montalban, John |.) é y ; 
Derek. Lizabeth Scott, Florence Warner, son of the WB topper. 


act covers only “The Man Who 
Marly, Faith Domergue and Marta Cheated Himself” but the likeli- 
oren. Other star possibilities for hood is it will be extended. 
the junket are Gary Cooper, Gin- : ns 
ger Rogers. Walter Pidgeon and Ist Solo Try 
Alexis Smith. This was Warner's first solo pro- 

John G. McCarthy, director of duction effort. Previously he was 
the MPAA's international division, associated with Albert Rogell in 
is to board the bh'ane when it production of “Admiral Was a 
makes the New York stopoff. Def- Lady.’ which United Artists dis- 
initcly committed to come to the tributed. 
festival from Europe are Ingrid Although for years Metro 
Bergman, Roberto Rossellini, Lau- ¢rowned on taking outside pix, ma- 
rence Olivier, Vivien Leigh, Orson jor has handied Lazar Wechsler’s 
Welles and Jean Cocteau. Dan Swiss film, “The Search,” and has 
Russell, special MPAA flack for the contracted to distribute “Teresa,” 
fcte, planed trom New York Mon- which foreign department chief 
day (12) to handle the advance 4;thur Loew produced in associa- 
pr:-parations. , tion with Fred Zinneman. 

Some 10 feature films are to be ‘ cae : 
enicred by member companies of W arner Bros. similarly has ats 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer-  9”°ta of indie product. Signed with 
ica in the International Film Fes- the firm are Cagney Productions, 
tival, to be held Feb. 15-March 5 Milton Sperling and the Alan Le- 
at Punta del Este, Uruguay, MPAA May-Dink Temp.eton unit. 
international director John G. Mc- Paramount is currently bolster- 
Carthy cisclosed in New York last ing its income with two outside 
week. A number of shorts are also films which were acquired after 
to be submitted. production. These are “At War 

Feature entries include “Valen- With the Army,” made by Abby 
tino’ (Col), “Intruder in the Dust” Greshler in association with Fred 
(Metro), “Sunset Boulevard” (Par),: Finklehoff, and “Trio,” from J. 
“Sands of Iwo Jima” (Rep), Arthur Rank. 

“Our Very Own” (Goldwyn-RKO), Par is 
“Treasure Island” (Disney-RKO), }yjazen 
“Halls of Montezuma” (20th-Fox!, brought indie Nat Holt into its fold. 
“Cyrano de Bergerac” 
UA), “Harvey” 
Point” (WB). 


‘U) ana “Breaking plete stock interest of Liberty Pro- 
ductions in a deal which brought 
Frank Capra, William Wyler and 
George Stevens to the company. 





Fest a Tourist Lure 
Montevideo, Feb. 6. 
Uruguay, traditionally a holiday. Rainbow Productions, headed by 
country, is striving hard to foster. Leo McCarey. 


tourist trade this summer, which Republic, too, is included in the 


in the last two years has fallen off jict of firms in participation deals 
considerably. Top added attraction with its pact with John Ford. 


this year is the International Film 
Festival,, slated for Punta del Este 
Feb. 15-March 5. 

The carnival festivities in Mon- 
tevideo will be helped this season 
by Enrique Madriguera band and 
Cab Calloway outfit. These two 
bands plus Armando hype mh Ha-" 
vana Cuban Boys will supply music P 
for the municipal dances. The car- ™@Jor stockholder. 
nivil is from Feb. 3 to Feb. 6. Distribs got into the act when 

Film Festival will be helped by Kline ran into financial difficulties 
$125,000 grant from the govern- © completing the film and gave 
ment. French delegation, headed him a profit to turn over the nega- 
by M. Louis Joxe, will present tive to them. Budget on the pro- 
three pix. duction is understood to have run 


close to $100,000. Chemical Bank, 

US. ROADSHOWING  — to tissides ‘for the purchase for a 
FOR ‘NATIVE SON? inatis been'otered'to ELC tor pur- 

“Native Son,” a film version of | ' 


; ; “Robinson” investors, inci - 
the Richard Wright novel of the, ally, last week pag 9 ——— 
fame name, will be roadshown in coin back out of the distribution 
the U. S., according to James | proceeds and are expected to get a 
Prades, who produced the picture profit before the year is out. Pic 
in Argentina in partnership with | cost $330,000 to ‘produce. There 


Wright. In New York for the past were 53 investors, including much 
10 days, the Uruguayan filmmaker of the ELC staff. 











‘Skipalong” Pic 
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Indie Deals 


Among those with whom) 


associated with Wallis- | 
Productions and recently | 


(Kramer- Major some time ago acquired com- 


Par also is handling product of | 


‘Acad. Places Tighter 
Ad Control on Use 
Of Oscar Symbol 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 


Revised regulations of Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sci- 
ences have placed a tighter control 
on the use of the Oscar symbol 
in advertising. Under new rule, 


symbol must not be displayed in | 


connection with a nomination for 
an award. 

Pictures nominated for specific 
awards may be so advertised pro- 
viding (a) that no reproduction of 
an awards symbol is used, (b) that 
the word “nominations” or the 
words “nominated for” appear in 
the same size, style and color of 
type as the words “Academy 
Awards” and (c) that the achieve- 
ment for which the nomination has 
been voted is included in the ad- 
vertising. 

Further cracking down on prac- 
tice of using Oscar symbols indis- 
criminately, Academy has ruled 
that no film or achievement which 
has not won an Academy award | 
may be advertised or exploited in 
a manner which will mislead the 
public. In other words, the adver- 
tising boys have been told they 


, cannot imply by design, layout or 


wordage that the film or achieve- 
ment has won an Oscar if it hasn't. 

New rules also have been drawn 
up in regard to honorary awards. 
The Academy board of governors, 
not the Academy membership, con- 
fers honorary awards and this must 
be clearly defined in all advertis- 
ing. Honorary awards shall not be 
advertised or exploited in a man- 
ner that the public will confuse | 
them with awards voted by the! 
membership, the Academy has de- 
creed. 

To protect the Oscar's value, the 
symbol cannot be used to adver- 
tise a commercial product without 
written consent of thé Academy. 








Price Spiraling 
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wartime conditiors. Fiims, as a re- | 
sult, became a natural. 

Wall street opinion is pretty well 
refiected in the daily market letter 
sent out last week by Reynolds & 
Co., one of the biggest houses in 
the country. It stated: 


prices, the motion picture indus- 
\try is a depressed group. Competi- 
tion from TV, decline in lucrative 


‘foreign rentals due to exchange , 


| difficulties, and the uncertainties 
‘arising from anti-trust proceedings 
‘are mainly responsible for the poor 
| position of the industry. 

| “Whether or not this once lusty 
| industry has come to an end of an 
| era remains to be seen. At the min- 


_group, however, it offers certain 
' speculative attractions at this time. 
| These are the possible restrictions 
'on TV production, high national in- 
|come coupled with restrictions on 
{many other forms of entertain- 
{ment or competitors for the con- 
sumer’s dollar, demand for movies 
by the armed forces, and a very 
‘much improved foreign position. 

| “There has also been some indi- 
|cation in recent months that the 
prolonged decline in theatre at- 
|tendance has leveled off. More- 
| over, based on historical pro forma 


earnings, these new companies 


| integrated theatre-production set- 
| ups) have good tax positions rela- 
itive to current earnings and market 
prices of the common stock. For 


| speculative purposes we like RKO 











distribution deal with an indie re- 
leasing organization. 

Prades estimated that the ven- 
ture cost around 5,000,000 pesos 


($300,000). Pierre Chenal directed . 
from a script written by Wright ,at least one instance—a base in 


and Chenal. Wright has the lead ee ae eee See 
while other cast toppers include a slide = the prrctngy * pr vp 
Jean Wallace, Nicholas Joy, that the picture was being shown 
Charles Lane, Gloria Madison and without the approval of the 
Willa Pearl Curtiss. Pie was six Army and without Department 
months before the cameras in , of Defense cooperation. 
Buenos Aires. Exteriors were shot “These actions were taken local- 
in Chicago. ly,” explained a spokesman in 
Before planing to Montevideo Washington. “We issued no instruc- 
next weck Prades will look around “ons about this picture and we 
for an American star to appear in booked it without deletions. How- 


hus been conferring with his local 
~ ‘Helmet’ Incident 


rep, Walter Gould, to work out a 
Continued from page 3 








his next English-language project. ¢ver. one thing should be made | 


This will be a color film based on Clear. Our action is no criticism 
the history of the gauchos, the cow- ©F Contradiction of the Army’s re- 
boys of the pampas. Exteriors {USal to issue its seal. 
would be lensed in the Argentine, ‘ifference between the army of- 
but the balance of the footage is ficially not objecting to a motion 
slated to be handled in Hollywood | Picture, and the army giving its 
since color processing facilities are S¢al of approval. The army does 
Jacking in- Buenos Aires. j not censor pictures.” 


There is a’ 


== Theatres and Paramount Pictures.” | 


Meanwhile, Bruns, Nordeman & 
Co. has joined the growing list of 
'Wall St. firms lending support 


‘Heller agreements. 


‘ing profits for a 


“In terms of earnings and stock | 


/ (brought about by the breakup of | 








jhe took over last July, has re- 
‘signed that post and has likewise 
been invited to sit on the board, 
if he desires. Max Kravetz, who 
was responsible for initiating the 
|/MeNutt deal and took the post of 
/UA secretary, will resign. 








Krim and Benjamin last week to 
complete the deal was delivery of 
'a contract from Walter E. Heller 
and Co. in which Heller guaran- 
teed to provide production and op- 
erating coin. Chicago loan outfit 
is setting up a fund of $2,000,000 
on which indie producers can draw 


for first or second-money financ-} 


ing for their product and is ad- 
vancing $1,250,000 for operation of 
the compan, until it is on a self- 
sustaining basis. 

Krim and associates are work- 
'{ng on plans for obtaining addi- 
tional operating funds from other 
sources. They'd like to have a 
safety cushion, pointing out in this 
connection that Universal, for in- 
stance, has cash and government 
bonds totalling more than $5,600,- 


000. One of the aims of getting a | 


large cash backlog is to invest in 
indie product which the company 
distributes, thus supplementing in- 
come from distribution fees. 

Krim and associates had a seven- 
day deadline, ending tonight 
(Wed.), to obtain the McNutt and 
In accordance 
with the deal signed in Hollywood 
with Miss Pickford and Chaplin 
last week, Wright, Miss Pickford’s 
attorney, is to deliver to them from 
escrow the voting trust certificates. 

Trust Is For 10 Years 

Voting trust is for a top of 10 


years, the maximum allowable un-. 


der the law. Its continuance, how- 
ever, after the first three years is 
contingent on K-B’s having put UA 
on its feet in the interim. 

Deal gives the voting trustees 
three years in which to make 
good. If anytime during that 
period they succeed in  show- 
consecutive 
number of months, the voting trust 
is extended for the full 10 years 


,and Krim and associates get 50% 


|of the company’s stock. 

The number of months over 
which they must show a profit has 
not been disclosed, but is under- 
stood to be reasonably small. 

In addition, at this point an 
option on the part of Chaplin and 
‘Miss Pickford becomes effective. 
They can elect to sell the 50% of 
the shares they own to Krim and 
associates or can continue to hold 
them themselves as an investment. 
In the event they choose to sell, 
|the purchase price is estab- 
jlished by an elaborate formula 
| based on differential between com- 


'Pany’s yalue now and that at the 


: . ‘ti 
distrib ‘topper, who was producer imum it has been faced with a bit-|*me the sale is made. 
of the “Robinson” pic, is also a ter readjustment. As a depressed | 


Not a point in the negotiations 
‘which culminated last week was 
the future of Grad Sears, former 
|prexy and now general sales- 
/manager of UA. His contracts, 
| calling for $2,000 a week plus 
| $500 expenses, running until the 
‘end of this year, and another call- 
ing for $35,000 a year for the fol- 
lowing 10 years, are principal lia- 
| bilities of UA. 

Whether Sears will continue 
‘with the company has not been 
determined, If not, it is assumed 
he'll be paid off in full via some 
| arrangement, if not directly. An 
|exploratory meeting was held with 
|him last Friday and another is due 
'this week. 
he’ll stay. 

Seek Top Distrib Exec 

Prime aim of Krim and Ben- 
|jamin is to have the services of a 
top distribution exec who will 
/meet with the approval of UA’s 
_producers, Trade anticipation is 


that William J. Heineman, who now 


a 


Krim-Benjamin Get UA 


-: Continued from page 3 


Second obligation undertaken by 


It is believed unlikely | 





, Will take nominal salaries of $500 
'a week, although they have been 
earning considerably more than 
that. Attraction for Heineman and 
| Youngstein assumed to be a chance 
_to participate in ownership even- 
| tually. 

Also slated to share js Fox, 
who has helped to quarterback the 
deal. He may serve on the board, 
but will take no administrative 
post in the company. Former Uni- 
versal v.p. and board member is 
|giving majority of his time cur- 
rently to an Indonesian import-ex- 
port setup he heads. 

Getting McNutt to give up his 
voting trust and stock options was 
not a difficult feat. In the first 
place, he had been able to do so 
little to help the company out of 
|its downtrend that it is very un- 
likely that it still would have been 
|alive when time came to exercise 
the options, let alone that it would 
have been worth the $5,400,000 he 
was committed to pay for the Pick- 
ford-Chaplin stock. 

Secondly, however, it was 
through David Scoll, McNutt’s law 
partner, that Krim and Benjamin 
got into the act. Scoll was friendly 
with them and enlisted their aid. 
Thus their relationship with Mc- 
Nutt was at all times amiable and 
he was kept continually acquainted 
with progress of the negotiations, 
That made his final relinquish- 
/ment of control relatively easy. 


| As for obtaining the contracts 
\for the $3,250,000 from Heller, 
\that -was likewise comparatively 
‘simple, although there were tre- 
mendous technical hurdles. How- 
ever, Heller v.p. Milton Gordon 
was in on the negotiations virtu- 
ally all the way and it was with 
his support that Krim carried on, 


Heller, however, has naturally 
demanded collateral. Studying the 
‘value of assets to determine how 
|big a loan they warranted took 
|considerable time. Heller is get- 
|ting liens on advances made by 
|UA for prints and advertising and 
,on open accounts. Company’s 
‘major assets also include 50% of 
\the shares (non-voting) of J. 
|Arthur Rank’s Odeon circuit in 
{England and about $250,000 of 
California real estate. 

Miss Pickford, who has blocked 
every potential UA deal in the 
past, came close to upsetting this 
one 24 hours before it was finally 
signed. She began to question a 
|whole series of points which had 
‘been worked out with Wright and 
Chaplin’s attorney, Clinton La- 


| 


| 
| 


tourette, over many weeks. She 
saw the light, however, the follow- 
ing day. 














ELC-Hyams | 


pacts on the continent. Majority 
of the pacts with franchise oper- 
ators have been negotiated and re- 
quire only formal closing, it’s un- 
derstood. 


ELC also will appoint its own 
supervisors in each of the larger 
European countries, all to function 
under Seidelman. ELC pix hereto- 
fore had been handled by J. Ar- 
thur Rank’s General Film Distribu- 
tors, under a deal whereby some 
Rank films, in turn, where han- 
dled by ELC in the U. S. Pact was 
terminated last week. 


Phil and Sid Hyams now are in 
process of enlarging their distrib 
|organization. They've been han- 
| dling some Universal films in addi- 
|tion to the output of British in- 
dies. Brothers also engage in pro- 
duction, latest being “Mr. Drake's 








lto film stocks on the N. Y. Stock | heads sales for Eagle Lion Classics, | Duck,” starring Douglas Fairbanks, 


|Exchange. Outfit, in a tharket let- 


| Vises clients purchase of a ‘ diver- 
| Sified list of motion picture stocks 
will pay off very well within six 
months from today.” 

Firm notes that film companies’ 
financial resources are good and 
|book values are high. It’s also 
| pointed out that product set for 
| 1951 release was turned out follow- 
|ing sharp economies at the studios. 
| Group of pic stocks, the broker- 


‘ 


/age house states, is selling near its 
| last five year-low. If a general mar- 
ket recession does develop, it was 
said, film issues should hold up 
well. Outfit further advises that if 


the bull market continues, motion | expected by trade observers to’ Center, N. Y., 


picture stocks will no longer be 
laggards, “but as a group will be 
| outstanding.” 


| will assume the post. His ELC 


'ter signed by Morton Globus, ad-/| Pact expires at the end of this} 
week. He was previously associated | 


with Krim when the latter was 


| prexy of Eagle Lion, and with Ben- | 
- jamin when Heineman headed. 


U. S. sales for J. Arthur Rank, 
whom Benjamin reps in the U. S. 

Krim d Heineman have both 
denied that any agreement exists 


between them. This is believed 
true, with any understanding no 
more that tacit. 

Naming of Max E. Youngstein, 
who resigned as v.p. of advertising 
and publicity at Paramount this 
week, to a similar post at UA is 





‘complete the top-echelon exec 
| Slate. Krim will serve as president. 
Reports are that the top men 


or that there hate even been talks | 


i Jr. 








Toscanini 


— Continued from page 1 
| not merely Toscy’s physical condi- 
| tion that has cued his decision to 
| bow out—perhaps for all time—but 
that Toscy still remains unhappy 
| over the succession of events that 
led to his eviction from Studio 8-H 
in Radio City, with the subsequent 
| Shift of the broadcasts from Satur 
, day to late Monday night ‘return- 
ing to Saturday only three weeks 
| ago), and its transfer to Manhattan 
| as a point of origina- 
| tion. He reportedly squawked over 
| the latter move but finally con- 
| sented to going into Carnegie Hall. 
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and he paid! 
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18 PICTURES VARIETY Wednesday, February 14, 1951 
. ++4++4¢+44 f|erators or ozoners in the St. Louis } 
‘area announced — rg rgd - 
e je (demanding the right to bi or 
From Film Row Grade A films during 1951 season. Picture Grosses 
ps ‘It was major development of ae 
-4, powwow ecg over by fas | — 
FOF SHOHOOC HOES 4+44444¢0 | Dietz, manager of Cooperative e- 7 
‘ ‘atres, booking and buying organi-| ~* TORONTO ‘Frenchie’ Fast 1] 000 
mately 3° less than November of 5.4; . te : 
NEW YORK 930 3 i a oe for P (Continued from page 9) ¢ > ’ ’ 
: at wv. ; illiam Tenge, booker for Para- ; 
James R. Grainger, Republic's  B&K’s Lakeside remodeled, mount exchange here and a naval Last week, “Man Cheated Himself” Port., Halls Lofty 17G 
 ackiounant rat oe ni for with new exterior, seating, and reserve, back in uniform. (20th), $5,500. ‘we? o ? 
‘ashington, first stop on southern sound and projection equipment. ‘ | : : 
trip which will take him to Atlanta, , Teitel Films, Inc., which op- j Imperial (FP) (3,373; 38-77) — Kim Sockeroo 13,000 
Tampa and New Orleans. Returns 
Feb. 26.., 
‘rving H. Ludwig, assistant to 


Disney worldwide sales chief Wil- 
liam B. Levy, off for confabs with 
RO district and branch managers 
in Washington, Charlotte, Atlanta, 
New Orleans, Memphis, Dallas and 
Oklahoma City; will map 
policy on Disney’s upcoming “Alice 
in Wonderland.” 


PITTSBURGH 


sales 


Officers elected by Tri-State 
Drive-In Theatres Assn for 1951 
are Theodore Grance, prexy; Max 


Arnold, veepee: John Robb. secre- 
tary, and Ernest Stern, treasurer. 

Morris’ Finkel, ex-president of 
Aliied Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of Western Pennsylvania, 
elected chairman of board and na- 
tional director. Fred Beedle, new 
prexy, presented Finkel with a 
watch in appreciation of job he did 
for AMPTO during the four terms. 


Corinne Kessler, new secretary 
to Charlie Comar, head of WB 
personnel, is a local dancer, hav- 


ing been featured at Pittsburgh 
Pisvhouse in its last two musicals. 

David Fedor, 18-sear-old clerk 
in Warners theatre department, 
signed by Philadelphia Athletics, 
reporting to rookie camp in Geor- 
gia at end of February. 


‘DALLAS 


Karl Hoblitzelle, head of Inter- 
state Theatre circuit, elected to di- 
rectorate of the Southwestern Life 
l--nrance Co., here. 

The Heights theatre reopened at 


Ft. Worth by Ralph Drury, .who 
Jeased the house. C. L. Hays named 
manager. Gene Kenyon, former 


operator of the Heights, is now op- 
erating the Riverside ozoner there. 

Earl Cason, manager of the Joy 
at Tyler, reported that the house 
was badly damaged by water fol- 
lowing a fire which broke out next 
door 


CHICAGO 


“Operation Pacific’? launching at 
the Chicago theatre Feb. 16 ushers 
in local Navy recruiting campaign. 
B&K vaudfilmer tentatively will be 
used by Navy to secure enlistees. 

Overall amusement tax collec- 
tions for January were $142,825. 
Theatre collections hit $92,652 for 
the month, nearly 10° below 
preceding month, and = approxi- 
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erates World theatre, acquired dis- 
trib rights to “Bitter Rice” in Min- 


nesota, Wisconsin, Illinois and In- 
diana. : 
Skokie theatre, Skokie, Ill., and 


East theatre here both shuttered. 

Essaness circuit switched LaMar 
theatre manager Edward Masters 
to Lake theatre, Oak Park. Herb 
Crane, Southern theatre manager, 
moved to LaMar 





DENVER 


Dan Wagner, Realart office man- 


ager, quit to become civilian 
photography instructor for Air 
Foree at nearby Lowry Field. 


Steve Ward, Universal salesman, 
resigned. 

Ralph Lee, with Fox Intermoun- 
tain Theatres for 20 years and in 
show biz since 1909, retired as 
manager of Bluebird. 

Alan Heid, Monogram booker, to 
Frisco as salesman. 


INDIANAPOLIS 

Bucky Harris, Universal  ex- 
ploiteer, here setting up preem for 
“Bedtime For Bonzo” at Circle 
Feb. 15. Diana Lynn, Jesse White 
and Bonzo to attend. 

Drive-ins are targets of two bills 
before Indiana legislature. One 
would require them to hire police- 
man or matron for every 50 cars. 
| Other would make it a crime to 
bring or drink alcoholic beverages 
at ozoners. 

Milton Kaiser resigned as man- 
ager of the Indiana; no replace- 
ment vet. 

Ken Collins and Trueman Rem- 
busch are state exhibitor co-chair- 
men for Brotherhood Week; Dick 
Frank, Paramount branch manager, 
is distributor chairman. 

Jack Van Borssun leased the 
Savoy at Terre Haute to Everett 
Linhart. 

J. B. Stein, 


of Terre Haute, 


leased the Garfield there to K. E. | 


Maurice. 


DES MOINES 


The Community Drama Assn. 
bought Roosevelt theatre building 
and grounds on _ Forty - second 
street from Clyde T. Brand and 
Elaine Brand Ford of Des Moines. 
Roosevelt is still under 
Tri-States Theatre Corp. and the 
purchase dves not inciude 
equipment of the film house. 


Tri-States Theatre Corp. and the | 
RKO Orpheum upped night scale 


from 65c to 7lc. Houses affected 
in Tri-States chain 
Des Moines and Paramount, down- 
town houses, and Ingersoll and 


Roosevelt neighborhoods. 
ST. LOUIS 


shuttered. 


owner of Phoenix, Ariz., and mem- 
ber of Civil Air Patrol there, was 
guided te safety at the Lambert- 
St. Louis airport last week when 
he found himself above a _ 6,500- 
foot overcast in his private plane 
and no sure way of getting down. 

St. Louis Board of Aldermen 
passed ordinance adding two addi- 
tional safety requirements for 
cinemas and other places of 
amusement. 

Warren Beckemeyer, who as- 
sisted his mother in operating the 
Gem, Trenton, Ill.. made manager 
of the Elmo, St. Elmo, Il. 

Frisina Amus. Co., readying its 
Capitol, Bridgeport, Ill., for an 
early relighting. House was dark 
for several months. Ross Scaggs is 
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AGENTS RECOGNIZED 


TRAVEL 





manager. 
| Dean W. Davis, who recently 
| purchased the Arcade, West Plains, 
i Mo., shuttered the house. He oper- 
‘ates the New Avenue and Davis 


| last war reports back to the Navy 
| March 1. His wife will operate the 
| house. 

| Clyde Hogg purchased the inter- 
‘est of his partner, Clyde Richard- 
'son, and now is sole owner of a 
_new ozoner near Poplar Bluff, Mo. 
| Earl Ruth, owner of the Down- 
{ing, Downing. Mo., shuttered his 
house for indefinite period. 

The Capitol, Frisina Amus. Co. 
house, Bridgeport, Ill, relighted 
‘after being dark since last Sept. 
| James and Louise Hill purchased 
‘the Chandlerville, Chandlerville, 
‘Ill., from Charles Trimble who 
| bought the house last October from 
'Mrs. Robert Kennedy. 
| Meeting here last week of op- 


lease to! 


the | 


include the! 


The Lyn, in midtown St.- Louis, 


M. P. Wickersham, film theatre 


| there. 

James Rodell, owner of the’ 
|Rodee, New Berlin, TIll., who 
|served as Lt.-Commandeyr in the 


Kranze Successor 
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other ELC distrib execs, including 
eastern division manager Milton 
Cohen, would follow their chief. 
There was, however, no substantia- 
tion whatsoever of these reports. 

Coincidence of the timing of the 
termination of Heineman’s ELC 
pact and the, acquisition of UA 
control by Krim and Benjamin has 
worked out relatively well for the 
sales topper—although it put him 
on a ticklish spot with ELC prez 
William C. MacMillen. It has in 
any event placed him in the posi- 


tion of being able to make up his. 


own mind on whether he 
to shift to UA. 
Negotiating New Pact 

He has been negotiating with 
ELC on a new pact for a number 
of months. 
on a number of points which he 
wanted in his new pact, but left 
at least one important one hanging 
fire. Thus Heineman is a free 
agent unless he chooses to accept 
ELC terms. 

Actually, he has had no concrete 
arrangement with Krim and Ben- 
jamin. Through long previous 
association at ELC and,at the J. 
Arthur Rank Organization, where 
he was 


trade that Heineman would prob- 
ably go with Krim and Benjamin if 
they took over UA. 

Heineman had a five-vear con- 
tract, inked in 1946, with United 
World Pictures, a Universal subsid 
set up to handle Rank product. 
When UWP was merged into U, 
Heineman became salesmanager 
for Rank in the U. S. His contract 
was then transferred to ELC in 
1948. A year ago it was renego- 
tiated and Pathe Industries, ELC’s 
parent company, took over from 
Rank as guarantor for it. 

Kranze was eastern. division 
manager at UWP under Heineman 


wants | 


MacMillen has acceded | 


previously sales chief, it | 
| was just tacitly understood in the 


_historic Women” 


and then assistant general sales- | 


manager for Rank, again under 
Heineman. He became v.p. in 
charge of sales at Film Classics in 
1948. Last year, after an abortive 
merger between Eagle Lion and 
Film Classics, which saw FC go 
out of business, Kranze once again 
became Heineman’s assistant. 
Schlaifer, who had held the spot 
at that time, moved over to the 
Rathvon position. 


20th Theatre TV 
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with other top 20th execs, to give 
them a chance to see the system 
in operation and to persuade them 
of its advantages over the systems 
already in operation in the U. S. 
Accompanying Skouras were his 
brother, Charles, prexy of National 
Theatres; exec veepee W. C. 
Michel; Otto E. Koegel, general 
counsel, and research chief Earl I. 
' Sponable. 

It’s reported, meanwhile, that the 
Swiss system still has several tech- 
nical difficulties which must be 
ironed out. Chief among these is 
the problem of temperature con- 
| trol. 
| the video images and projects them 
via an outside light source, rotates 
inside the unit at top speed and 
the 20th engineers must find a way 
to keep the liquid cool without 
impeding its reflective quality. As 
far as the cost factor is concerned, 


“Caged” (WB) (2d wk). Lusty $13,- 
000. Last week, $19,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) 
“Pagan LoveeSong” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Okay $7,000. Last week, $9,000. 

Nortown, University (FP) (959: 
1,556; 38-77) — “Storm Warning” 
(WB). Neat $12,000. Last week, 
“Where Danger Lies’ (RKO), 
$9,000. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 50-90) — 
“So Long at Fair” (EL) (2d wk). 
Trim $10,000. Last week, $13,000. 

Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 38-77) — 
“Dallas” (WB) (2d wk). Fine $9,000. 
Last week, $12,000. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743: 38-67)— 
“Two Weeks with Love” ‘(M-G). 
Nice $7,500. Last week, “Frenchie” 
(U), $5,000. 


Rain, H.0.s Hit Seattle; 
‘Tomahawk’ Hot $12,000 


Seattle, Feb. 13. 
Too much rain is hurting biz 
generally but not the top bills to 
any extent. “Tomahawk” and ‘‘Pre- 
look leaders of 


straight-films. Mills Bros. hypoed 
“Rogue River” to a new weekend 
record at Palomar, giving house a 
smash_ session. Elsewhere it is 
mainly holdover. 
Estimates for This Week 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,877; 65- 
90) — “Prehistoric Women” 
and “Sierra Passage” (Rep). Swell 





$11,000. Last week, “Montezuma” 
(20th) and “Bandit Queen” (Lip) 


(2d wk-8 days), $8,800. 


Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2.349: | 


65-90)—“‘Born Yesterday” (Col) (3d 
wk). Smash $13,500. Last week, 
$14,300. 


Liberty (Hamrick) (1.650; 65-90) 
—Frenchie” (U) and “Underworld 
Story” (UA) (2d wk). Fine $7,500 
after torrid $10,300 opener. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 65-90) 
—‘‘Rigoletto” (Indie). Oke $4,000. 
Last week, “Joan of Arc” (RKO), 
$4,600. 


Music Hall (Hamrick) (2.200: 65- | 


90)\—"‘Tomahawk” ‘(U) and “Mid- 
night Melody” (Rep). Sturdy $12.,- 
000 or near. Last week. “Pagan 
Love Song” (M-G) and “Calif. Pas- 


| sage” (Rep) (2d wk), $8,300. 


Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,600; 65- 
90)—“‘Under Gun” (U) and “Frisco 
Tornado” (Rep). Mild $4,500 in 5 
days. Last week, “Storm Warning” 
(WB) and “Pride of Maryland” 


(Rep), $7,000. 


j (RKO), 


ble ‘ ; “Vengeance 
Oil-lixe liquid, which reflects | 


the Eidophore system is said to be ! 


comparable in cost, or 
than, the RCA and Paramount sys- 
tems, which are in greatest use 
now in the U. S. 

Skouras has not yet revealed any 
specific programming plans for the 
contemplated big-screen operation. 
He was quoted from Switzerland 
as reprising his ideas about bring- 
ing not only sports and special 
events but also operas, concerts, 
symphonies, etc., to theatre-goers 
across the nation. He is stopping 
off in Rome before returning to 
the homeoffice, while Charles 
Skouras left Switzerland for Paris. 
Both Michel and Koegel will visit 
20th execs in Paris and London 
before returning, and Sponable is 
due back at the homeoffice tomor- 
row (Thurs.). 


cheaper |‘ 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 50-84) 
—‘‘Where Danger Lives” (RKO) 
(2d run) plus stageshow. Good $6,- 
500. Last week, “Rogue River” 
(EL) (2d run) with Mills Bros., 
great $13,000 at 50-$1 scale. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039: 
65-90) —“‘Steel Helmet” ‘Lip) and 
“3 Desperate Men” (Lip) (2d wk). 
Mild $4,500 in 5 days. Last week, 
$10,300. 


LOUISVILLE: 


(Continued from page 8) 
(RKO) and “Hunt the Man Down” 
Not likely to better light 
$8,500. Last week, “At War With 
Army” (Par) and “Federal Man” 
(EL), one of season's big pics, 
smash $16,000, and m.o. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— 
Valley” ‘(M-G) and 
“Mrs. O'Malley, Mr. Malone” «(M- 
G). Fairish $9,000. Last week. 
“Kim” (M-G) and “Federal Agent” 
(Col), hurt by bad weather, ditto. 


Paris Probe 


Continued from page 4 























(2,096; 48-67) —| 


(EL) | 





Portland, Ore., Feb. 13. 
| Biz is on the upgrade this week 
‘with many first-runs being helped 
by good product. “Halls of Monte- 
zuma” at Oriental and Orpheum 
shapes big. “Frenchie” also looms 
fancy. “Kim” is smash while “Op- 
eration Pacific” is still solid on 
holdgyer. ; 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,890; 50-90) 
—‘Frenchie” (U) and “Destination 
Big House” (Rep). Fancy $11,000. 
Last week, “Three Husbands” (UA) 
and “Once A Thief” (UA), $10,000. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-90)— 
“All About Eve” (20th) and “I Was 
A Male War Bride” (20th) (2d run). 
Slim $2,500 in 4 days. Last week, 
legit show. 

Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000: 50- 
90)—“‘Halls Montezuma” (20th and 
“Hunt Man Down” (RKO), day- 
date with Paramount. Big $6.500 
in 6 days. Last week, “Operation 
Pacific” (WB) and “Bandit Queen” 
(Indie), sock $7,500. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,760: 50- 
90)—“Operation Pacific” (WB) and 
“Bandit Queen” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Fast $6,500 in 5 days. Last week, 
sock $10,500. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3.400: 
50-90) — “Halls Montezuma” (20th) 
and “Hunt Man Down” (RKO), also 
Oriental. Sock $10,500. Last week, 
“At War With Army” (Par) and 
“High Lonesome” (EL) (2d wk-5 
days), $7,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (890: 50- 
90)\—"*Kim” (M-G). Smash $13,000 
or near. Last week, “Grounds for 
Marriage” (M-G), $5,000. 


KANSAS CITY 


(Continued from page 8) 
“Savage Horde” (Rep). Slow $7. 
500. Last week, “Operation Pacific” 
(WB) and “Mark Gorilla” (Col) (2d 
wk), $7,000. 

Orpheum (Fox Midwest) (1,913; 
50-75)—‘Mudlark” (20th) (2d wk), 
Plasant $8,000. Last week, satis- 
factory $9,000. 

Paramount (Tri-States) (1.900; 
50-75)—“September Affair” (Par). 
Good $10,000. Last week, “At War 
With Army” (Par) (2d wk), pleasant 
$9,000. 

Tower-Uptown-Fairway (Fox Mid- 
west) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 50-75)— 
“I'd Climb Highest Mountain” 
(20th) with Susan Hayward and 
Jess Barker making personals on 
area preem Thursday (8). Rousing 
$18,000. Last week, “Steel Helmet” 





'(Lip), $12,000. 











FOR RENT 
RAJAH THEATRE 
READING, PA. | 


AVAILABLE FOR 
LONG LEASE 


Reading's Largest Theatre 
Seating Capacity 2,200 


Suitable for Pictures, 
Vaudeville, Legitimate, Etc. 


For full information Write 


RAJAH TEMPLE 
READING, PA. 











officials by “persons connected 


, with the theatre.” 


}as is manager Edgar Van Blohm. j 


In rebuttal, spokesthen for the! 
strongly in- | 


Paris management 
timated that the theatre was being 


harassed solely because it was 
screening “The Miracle” which | 
Cardinal Spellman recently de- 
nounced as “blasphemous.” Thea- 


the reps pointed out that no trouble 
whatever had been experienced 
with the Fire Department until the 
“Miracie” controversy developed. 
At the department hearing held 
Friday (9) Mrs. Lillian Gerard. the 
theatre’s managing director, flaily 
denied the bribery charges. She 
is expected to testify again today 


were facilitated by bribery of fire | 











OUTDOOR 
REFRESHMENT 
SERVICE 


Refreshment 


Service for 
DRIVE - IN 
THEATRES vA 


from Coast 
te Coast 
over , Century 


SPORTSERVICE CORP. 


PORTSERVICE BLOG + BUFFALO N.Y 














RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefeller Center 


Bette Davis 
Barry Sullivan 
in “Payment on Demand” 


Distributed by RKO Radio Pictures 
4 Plus Spectacular Stage Presentation 
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No Bathing Girls, Jazz Froth on ‘Voice’: AET| DN TA TOERAQF Radio Has Nothing to Fear But Cheap 


State Dept. Says It Welcomes Probe: 


Washington, Feb. 13. 

Voice of America is not frittering 
away time and money on froth and 
trivia, 
with Communist propaganda, 
Secretary of State Edward W. 
rett declared over the weekend. 
What's more, added Barrett, 
“Voice” would welcome a Con- 
gressional investigation of whether 
it is doing its job. 

Thus the head of the 
Dept.’s Publie Affairs Division got 
into the brawl between Sec. of 
State Dean Acheson and Sen. Wil- 
liam Benton, 
mer Asst. Secretary 
charge of “Voice.” 


of State in 


Benton, a friend of the State 
Dept., started the row by asserting 


that the “Voice” 
doing a real job, 


program is not 
although it gets 


nearly $80,000,000 a year from 
Congress. He suggested a Congres- 
sional investigation to decide 


” 


whether “Voice” should be taken 
away from the State Dept. and set 
independent agency. 
Acheson promptly fired back that 
the overseas information program 
was doing fine and should remain 
a branch of the State Dept. 

It was at this stage that Barrett 
took up the cudgels with a public 
statement and a letter to Benton. 
He said in the statement: “I want 
to knock in the head the talk to 
the effect that the Voice of Amer- 
ica program is spreading to the 
world a lot of frothy business about 
bathing girls, jazz and the like. 
The ‘Voice’ and related activities 
today are engaged in a tough, hard- 

(Continued on page 34) 


Heidt Show On 
World Junket 


Horace Heidt will take his 
“Youth Opportunity Programs,” 
which are carried on both AM and 





<7 
. > J . . e 

'Kinsey’s Radio Dissextion | 

but is slugging it out hard | 


Asst. 
Bar- | 


State | 


of Connecticut, for- ' 





Dr. Kinsey’s forthcoming 
volume on the sexual behavior 
of the American female, com- 
panion piece to his previous 
best-selling tome on the male, 
reportedly includes data on 
radio. 

Radio reared its head in the 
discussion of sex through the 
influence soap operas have on 
femme patterns of love and the 
theory that many housewives 
listen to the daytime serials 
as a vicarious romantic outlet. 





NBC Reappraises 
Sat., Sun. Daytime 
On Basis of Study 


NBC's entire Saturday and Sun- 
day morning and afternoon lineups 
are getting careful study as a re- 
sult of the comprehensive survey 
of audience preferences the web 
recently completed. In addition to 
using outside pollsters and rating 
services, intensive “depth” 
views with listeners in all sections 
of the country were made. 

Great variations were found in 
sectional and geographical break- 
downs of the audience. NBC is ex- 








pected to use this data in a strong | 


sales pitch for greater use by bank- 
rollers of split and regional net- 
works. 


One of the major conclusions is 
that Saturday morning is a heavy 
adult listening time, rather than 
an exclusively juve period as gen- 
erally believed. Kids predominate 
in the audience from 8-10 a.m., but 
from 10 to noon there are mostly 


‘women in the audience. Saturday | 
afternoon has a very high male lis- | 


TV, on a two-month round-the- | 
world junket for the armed forces | 


around April 15. Two planes will 
carry Heidt's troupe of 80, includ- 


ing the cast, orch and technicians. | 


Camera crew will be included in 
the entourage to lens the regular 
Monday 
seas. Reels will be shipped back 
to Néw York for processing and 
editing. Sunday evening radio show 
will be transcribed abroad and tape 
flown back. 
weeks of both shows, which are 
bankrolled by Philip Morris and 
broadcast by CBS, will originate 
overseas, 


In addition to talent winners 


CPF CIAL IZED Al7 ripe, Greedy Buck- Hunters’ —Outler 


_ With the nation apparently head- 
ing into a full wartime economy, 
the networks are currently 
praising their records of the last 
war to find a clue to getting new 
business. Most of the webs en- 
joyed their biggest business during 
World War II and, while a number 
of the top-spending advertisers 
during that era have since trimmed 
their radio budgets or ankled the 
medium completely, industry sales 
execs believe that the current 
times are enough like the last war 
to warrant specialized pitches to 
those bankrollers. 

Most of this pitching will be 
made to manufacturers of war ma- 
terials, to whom the maintaining of 
top public relations is expected to 
be a primary consideration during 
the coming months. Radio proved 
its value to such outfits during the 
last war, according to industry 
execs, and they'll attempt to dem- 
onstrate to the manufacturers that 
they can do it again. When a-.man- 
ufacturer who had been turning out 
consumer goods is now earning 
profits from a Government con- 
tract, he’ll probably turn to radio 


both to keep his brand name before | 


the public for the time when he 
returns to production of consumer 
goods, and also to cement good- 
will with the public, according to 


‘the webs. 


inter- | 


Such manufacturers also had 
other considerations in keeping 
their AM billings alive during 
World War II, which are expected 


!to repeat during the current era, 


tenership and Sunday afternoon is . 
a strong male segment, one of the | 


week's best. 


Study, which made hour-by-hour 
charts of dialers’ habits, also was 


concerned with questions of taste. 


evening tele show over- | 


About eight or nine, 


from previous Heidt shows, stanzas , 


will use GI talent abroad. Last 
vear Heidt did 26 shows for serv- 
icemen on a 30-day junket that cov- 
ered 25,000 miles. Tentative itin- 
erary includes bases in Texas, Mis- 
sissippi, Bermuda, Azores, seven 
cities in Germany, Paris, Port Ly- 
autey (French Morocco), Tripoli, 
Saudi Arabia, India, Pakistan, 
Siam, Philippines, Okinawa, Japan, 
Kwajlein, Johnson Islands, Guam, 
Ilawaii and San Francisco. 


Pitt KDKA Gets in Middle 





Across-Boarder Hassle 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 13. 


/WJW_ Enterprises Inc. 


It reveals that the listeners have 
higher and more _ sophisticated 
tastes than is generally attributed 
to them. 


(Continued on page 32) 


WM. LEMMON UPPED 
AS WJW GEN. MGR. 


Cleveland, Feb. 13. 

Appointment of William 
mon as veepee and general man- 
ager of WJW was announced this 





For example, while the ‘list of advertisers present on the 


/manager, John Karol. 


/ web’s_ history 


the webs believe. Many of the 
sponsors in this category funneled 
money into radio to keep the Gov- 
ernment impressed with the quali- 
ty of their work and with their de- 
termination to aid in the general 
war effort. In addition, many of 


‘these manufacturers found radio to 


be a valuable aid in thwarting any 


pirating of their employees by com- 


‘peting firms during a time of labor 


shortage by cementing the good- 


‘will of their employees. 


Illustrative of the new, special- 
ized sales pitches in the works is 
that being explained to various 
meetings of CBS radio affiliates 
this week by the web’s AM sales 
In huddles 
with affiliates in San Francisco and 


_Omaha, Karo] points out that 1944 


was the second biggest year in the 


record in 1950) and reprised the 


_web during 1944 to emphasize the 


need of selling them at this time. 
In 1944, Karol said, the automo- 


tive field represented 5°% of CBS’ | 


billings. while the web got only 
1% of its business during 1950 
from those manufacturers. Pro- 


_ducers of building material repre- 


Lem- 


week by Bill O'Neill, station presi- | 


dent. 


Lemmon has. been 


associated | 


with WJW for over 10 years, the. 
last three being vice president of | 


,eral manager of Ohio Music Co., a 
|subsidiary which furnishes Muzak 
| with sound. 


Appointment of Lemmon comes 


\less than a week after the station 


Of Jam With Sudsters On 


Westinghouse station KDKA got | 


itself in hot water here last week | 
with two of its biggest advertisers, | 
and Iron | 
when AM’er dis- , 


Duquesne Brewing Co. 
City Brewing Co., 
covered it was unable to deliver 
promised across-the-board strips to 
each of them. For some time Du- 
quesne has had 6:30 Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, and Iron City Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays. But both 
Suds utfits wanted five times 
weekly at the same time on their 
own, 

So KDKA sold 6:30 to Duquesne 
exclusively and gave [ron City 7 
O'clock, but apparently reckoned 


(Continued on page 32) 


settled its 20-day-old strike with 
AFRA. 
At the same time, O'Neill an- 


nounced the appointment of Har- 
old Waddell, former national sales 
manager, to general sales manager. 


Court Nixes Judell Suit 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 





and gen-— 


(Continued on page 32) 


CBS ‘Hear It Now’ 
Sparks Pledges For 
500,000 Pints of Blood 


Documentary aired on CBS’ 
“Hear It Now” Friday (9) tracing 
the history of a pint of blood from 





‘the U. S. to Korean battlefront is 


expected to result in pledges otf 
500,000 pints of blood, the Ameri- 
can Red Cross estimated in Wash- 
ington this week. 

By Sunday (11) phone calls from 


15.505 listeners had been received | 


by local Red Cross chapters in 162 
cities with a majority of the chap- 
ters still to be heard from. In ad- 
dition, large numbers of pledges 


| were coming in by mail. 


Suit for $100,000 against Irving | 


KFI and the Wil- 
brought by 


Brecher, NBC, 
liam Morris Agency, 


Maxson Judell, has been dismissed , 


in Federal Court. Judell requested 
dismissal after tle Morris agency 
had had case move ' from Superior 
to Federal Court. 

Judell charged defendants had 
appropriated his property for pro- 
gram called “$1.000 Reward,” 
which was aired last summer over 
NBC. 


In Great Falls, Montana, all 
restaurants and bars had radios 
tuned to the hour-fong CBS show 
and local motion picture houses de- 
layed their features to carry the 
airer. Of the pledges received, 
90° were trom new donors. 

At Keesler Field, Miss., several 
hundred GIs made pledges. Some 
600 employees in CBS’ New York 
headquarters also made pledges. 
Airer, carried by some 170 CBS 
outlets, had cut-ins for local ap- 


peals. 


reap- | 


(CBS topped that! 


‘has just been signed by 
‘indie station downtown, for 





Like 1 Big Family 


ABC network and General 
Mills (one of its largest adver- 
tisers) are apparently playing 
musical chairs. 

Ed Smith, for the past 13 
years head of GM’s AM-TV 
productions, becomes ABC's 
head of production in Chicago 
tomorrow (Thurs.). Buzz Blair, 
ABC’s Chi production head, 
moves to New York as the 
web’s production head here. 
Henry Cox, ABC’s N. Y. pro- 
duction head, is joining GM as 
director of AM and TV opera- 
tions. 


CBS, With Record 
00 Billings, Eyes 
Even Plushier ’51 


CBS, which racked up $71,000- 
000 in gross billings for 1950 for 
the biggest year in its history, is 
pointing toward an even bigger year 
in 1951. Web revealed this week 
that radio billings for the first 
quarter this year, ending March 
31, will be up about 5°. over the | 
similar period in 1950. With tele- 
vision also on the upbeat via the 
expansion into daytime prdgram- 
ming, the web hopes at least to 
hold that line for the rest of the 
year. 

Fact that radio time sales are 
mounting, despite the current de- 
fense economy and list of so-called 
wartime casualties, points up anew 
the general resurgence of interest 
in radio among advertisers and 
agencies, according to CBS spokes- 
men. To achieve the current rec- 
ord the web sold time to more 
sponsors during the first three 
months this year than it did in 
1950, and also succeeded in con- 








_vincing each sponsor to take more 


stations. 

During January, 1950, the web 
had 60.8 commercial network hours 
sold. For January of this vear the 
total 


billings. 


FRITZIE ZIVIC AS PITT 
SPORTS COMMENTATOR 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 13. 
Zivic, ex-weiterweight 





Fritzie 


' boxing champion who has tried just 


about every phase of the ertertain- 
ment business, is going in for a 
brand new chapter here. He's turn- 
ing radio sports commentator. Zivic 
WPIT, 

a 25- 
minute daily program at 5:07 every 
afternoon. He'll have Kay Balfe 


‘at the mike with him popping the 


questions and leading the discus- 
sions. 


Since retiring from the 


Augusta, Ga., Feb. 

The time has come for aa to 
take inventory of itself and for 
broadcasters to determine whether 
they'll follow the smooth, easy road 
to mediocrity or the deep-rutted 
and rough road which leads to “the 
destiny of radio,” according to 
John M. Outler, manager of WSB, 
Atlanta. 

Speaking here before the Georgia 
Assn. of Broadcasters last Friday 
(9), Outler declared that radio’s 
“destiny” was the “beacon light of 
the early. pioneers who recognized 
an obligation and an opportunity of 
service in and to a community— 
and which beacon should still be 
the Grail.” That is why, Outler 
said, it’s time for broadcasters to 
“check over your merchandise— 
item by item—see what you are 
selling—and then, inventory your 
own attitude towards the respon- 
sibility and obligations of a broad- 
caster. And while you are taking 
this inventory, it is equally impor- 
tant that you check the attitude 
of your audiénce—both those who 
listen to your station and those 
who don't.” 

Outler derided the present attl- 
tude of many broadcasters to single 
out television as a “handy whipping 
boy to excuse radio’s derelictions” 
and to think that “we'd better get 
ours while the getting is good be- 
cause nothing can be done about 
the encroachments of TV except to 
get in it or band together to smear 
the guy who h: id money and nerve 
enough to do so.’ Actually, Out- 
ler said, “radio’s one great fear to- 
day is—radio.” He added: 

“Not television. not the printed 
page, but an indifference toward 
our own end _ product—our pro- 
grams; plus an apparent willing- 
ness on the part of many broad- 
casters to let somebody else carry 
the program load and let economics 
dictate the policy of our program 
service. Radio’s big obstacle in 
the years to come can be a low 
grade of program tripe pumped out 

(Continued on page 30) 





NBC Jockeying 


had climbed to 67.6 hours, | 
signifying a concurrent rise in, 


For Rose Bowl 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

NBC is making a strong pitch to 
capture the Rose Bowl games from 
Columbia. Having interested a 
client NBC is raising the ante of 
CBS for rights to the annual Pasa- 
dena grid classic. 

What has opened up the idea of 
wooing the event from CBS is the 
probability that the two coasts will 
be linked by a relay-and-cable 
hookup by next New Year's Day. 
That raises the possibility of a 
simulcast of the game and NBC is 
already in there after a combined 
AM-TV airing. 





NBC ‘Column of Air’ 


| 
| 


fight | 


game, Zivic has been a nitery own. | 


er, a cafe entertainer, an after-din- 
ner speaker, boxing promoter, are- 
na manager and “several other 
things. 


Ell Henry in Chi Exit 


Chicago, Feb. 13. 
Ell Henry, Chi ABC publicity di- 
rector for the past eight years, has 
handed in his resignation with the 
signoff date not yet set. Henry. 
who has been in Chi publicity for 





Robb, for a cross-the-board 


past 12 years, was chief flack at 


WLS prior to joining ABU. His fu 


To Line Up Top Byliners 
—If Sponsor Is Found 


NBC has lined up a string of top 
columnists, including Earl Wilson, 
Danton Walker, Frank Farrell, Hy 
Gardner, Howard Barnes, Ward 
Morehouse, Igor Cassini and Inez 
“Col- 
umn of the Air” show. 

Originally web program v.p. 
Charles Barry had planned on ro- 
tating the gabbers in a strip at 
12:05 a.m. However, skein couldn't 
clear stations for the post-midnight 
spot to make it worth while. Show 
is now being pitched for the 11:15- 
11:30 period, but only if it picks 


‘up a bankroller. As a sustainer it 


ture plans haven't been announced. | couldn't dislodge local shows on 


Resignation was not connected | affiliates, but as a commercial the 
with the Paul Harvey episode in’ outlets could be inked. 


which the ABC commentator at-! 


tempted to test the security stand- 
ards at the Argonne Atom Labora- 


Web has okays from more of the 
syndicated gossipers than it will 


‘use, which will permit the sponsor 


tory and ended up in the laps of to make his own selection and to 


the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 


, tion. 


provide for alternates during va- 


| tions, etc. 
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4) ‘World Preems’ on Tap as WNYC 
Launches American Music Festival 


WNYC’s 12th annual American? 


Music Festival, which runs through 
Washington's Birthday, kicked off 
on Lincoln’s Birthday with a) 
90-minute concert from Town! 
Hall, N. Y. With the Collegiate 

Chorale featured, it a fine 

stanza, typifying the spirit of 

this veariy musical event. What's 

most important about the New 

York municipal station’s annual fi- 

esta is that it takes U. S. music out 

of the dead notes-on-paper state 

and gives it a live airing. It does 

not depend on disks alone, but In- 

volves 19 free public concerts and 

.150 special studio recitals 


was 


Opening concert began with 
brief speeches by Mayor Vincent 


R. Impellitteri and the city’s com- 
munications director, Seymour N 
Siegel. They pointed out that the 
yearly affair entails the willing co- 
operation of mumerous§ groups, 
such as ASCAP, American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, Metropolitan 
Opera Assn., music publishers 
seums, orchestral associations 
unions. colleges, music schools, re- 
cital halls and hundreds of com- 
posers and artists. They stressed 
that important to the growth of 
American music is the develop- 
ment of an appreciation of Ameri- 
can music, and this the lively, 
many-sided festival gives a power- 
ful hypo. 

The 11-day celebration this year 
wiil present more than 40 world 
premieres of works by modern 
American composers. Two hun- 
dred cleffers, both famous and ob- 
scure, Will have their works per- 
formed. The entire project Is 
broad not only in its backing, but 
aiso in its scope—including native- 
born opera, symphony, chamber 
music, folk songs, jazz and other 
musical torms and styles from the 
longhair of the 19th Century to 
today’s crewcut bop. It’s significant, 
too. that the Lincoln’s Birthday 
sked included an excellent concert 


mu- 


by Negro artists. 
WNYC’s showcasing of musical 
Americana represents a_ unique 


contribution to this country’s cul- 
tural progress. There are few sta- 
tions that could attempt a project 
of this scope. But even if they 
could do it only on a miniature 
scale, the festival is worth copy te 
Bril. 


FM SORE AT SLUFFOFF 
IN EMERGENCY SETUP 


Frequency modulation broad- 
casters are peeved because the 
AM-TV industry advisory commit- 
tee working on plans for the na- 
tional emergency has no FM-only 
representation, and are seeking to 
have the situation corrected. They 
point out that some ideas, such as 
krocking FM stations off the air 
during an air raid, shouldn’t be 
acted on without discussion by 
FM-only stations. 

The FM-ers are’ submitting 
names of representatives to han- 
die their interests on the advisory 
committee. Among the reps being 
suggested are Morris Novik, con- 
Ssuitant to various union FM sta- 
tions; Michael R. Hanna, head of 
the Rural Radio Network and 
WHCU, Ithaca; and Everett L. Dil- 
lard. WASH, Washington. 








Newspaper Guild Files 
For Election at WOXR 


Newspaper Gui'd of New York 
(CIO) has filed with the National 
Labor Relations Board for a certifi- 
cation election to be held at WQXR, 
N Y. Union claims backing of ma- 
jority of the indie’s office staffers. 

If the news guild gets a contract 
with the station, owned by the 
N. Y. Times whosse staffers are 
also members of the union, it will 


be its first pact with a Gotham. 


radio station. its national parent, 
American Newspaper Guild, has 
contracts with some stations out- 
side New York. 

Newspaper Guild began making 
a pitch for whitecollarites at CBS’ 
M:nhattan headquarters after web 
announced it wou'd not renew ifs 
pact with the Radio Guild until 
an NLRB election was held. A 
spokesman reported that the news- 


paper union was “making slow but a week airing on “Here's Holly. KWFT 


steady progress” at CBS. 


¢ 


| 





L.A. Dailies in Squawk 
On Cuffo B’cast Ducats 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Five Los Angeles. radio-tele- 
vision editors, harrassed for months 
by demands for tickets w hich they 
were unable to fill, finally lost all 
patience last week and demanded 
that the networks provide them 
with ducats. Scorching letter to 


both NBC and CBS brass pointed | 
out that they inevitably find it im- 
for | 


possible to fill any requests 
tickets to a major program. 
Situation came to a head when 
the veepee of one of the news- 
papers asked his radio-video scribe 
for a pair to “Big Show” which 
was broadcast from the Coast on 
Sunday. The scribe was unable to 
deliver. Signing the letters were 
Paul Price (Daily News), Hal Hum- 


phrey Mirror), Walter Ames 
Times), Pat Hogan Examiner) 
and Owen Callin (Express). 





NABET Claiming WAGA 
Mgt. Won’t Arbitrate As 
Strike Runs 28th Day 


Atlanta, Feb. 13. 
Timothy J. O'Sullivan, of Buf- 
falo, N. Y., representative of the 


National Assn. of Broadcast En- 
gineers and Technicians, independ- 
ent union now on strike against 
WAGA-AM-FM-TV, on Thursday 
(8) charged that management of 
stations declined to arbitrate is- 
sues in the dispute in the walkout 
of technicians. Strike entered its 
28th day today (13). 

O'Sullivan declared 
WAGA radio and television sta- 
tions refused to submit all issues 
to arbitration at a company-union 
meeting before the Federal Media- 
tion and Conciliation Service. Sta- 
tions’ management would make no 
comment on NABET rep’s charges. 
Meanwhile, WAGA’s operation con- 
tinues uninterrupted. 

Fort Industr, Co., of Detroit, 
which owns and operates WAGA, 
last week slapped a $10,000 suit 
against three of the unioneers who 
walked out, charging sabotage of 
TV equipage. O’Sullivan denied 
that NABET boys did any such 
thing, citing the fact that the sta- 
tion was able to get back on the 
air within three hours of the walk- 


of 


heads 


out as contraverting this charge. | 
Pickets are still patroling their | 


eats. 
James Bailey, vice prez of the 


Fort chain, is general manager of | 


the outfit’s Atlanta properties, and 
George Storer, Jr., son of the prez, 
is manager of the television sta- 
tion. 


WJZ Preps Flock Of 
New Disk Jockey Shows 


WJZ, Gotham key of ABC, is 
auditioning three new disk jockey 
shows with Frankie and Nan Grey 
Laine, gagwriter Hal Block and 
magico Russell Swan. 

WOR, Mutual’s N. Y. key, has 
inked Jean Sablon for a cross-the- 
board disk stanza. 

The Laines would do a platter 
show, recording their gab for inte- 
gration with disks at their Encino, 
Cal., home. Latter was formerly 
the home of Martin Block, deejay 
of WNEW, N. Y., and has his spe- 
cially constructed studios with com- 
plete recording facilities. ABC pro- 
gram veepee Leonard Reeg feels 
that Laine now appeals to a wider 
audience than the younger fans 
he first had, as evidenced by his 
click at Gotham’s Copacabana. 

Reeg is also auditioning disk 
shows by Hal Block, who has also 
been a panelite on “What’s My 
Line?” and Swan. who up to now 
has been chiefly known as a ma- 
gician. 








_ _WSPB’s Circus Hoopla 


Sarasota, Feb. 13. 

WSPB (CBS), Sarasota, Fla.. 
cashing in on Cecil B. DeMille’s 
“The Greatest Show on Earth” now 
in production at the winter quar- 
ters of Ringling Bros. and Barnum 
& Bailey Circus, is using Dave 
Murphy, circus master of cere- 
monies in a 15-minute, five nights 


} wood.” 


KSO to ABC 


Des Moines, Feb. 13. 
Announcement 
‘that when KRNT becomes a CB 
‘outlet on June 15, KSO will become 
the ABC outlet. The recent sign- 
ing by ABC and KSO, owned by 
the Murphy Broadcasting Co., re- 
| establishes an association that 


has been made 


| dates back to 1932. KSO was affil- | 


'jated with ABC from December, 
1932, until June, 1945. 
Also effective June 15 will be 


reaffiliation of KSCJ, Sioux City, 
Iowa, with ABC, 


L-W to Fight AFRA 
Unfair’ Charge 


American Federation of Radio 
Artists has declared Lang-Worth 
Feature Programs, Inc., transcribed 
‘library service, “unfair”; has start- 
ed picketing the company, and has 
ordered members not to work for 
it. L-W, meanwhile, promises an 
all-out battle against the union. 

Reason for the dispute that 
Lang-Worth has failed to sign the 
agreement which AFRA negotiated 
Nov. 30 with the transcription li- 
braries. A. Frank Reel, AFRA ex- 
ecutive secretary, said that, al- 
though L-W prexy Cy Langlois and 
the company’s attorney, Walter 
Socolow, took “an active part in 
the negotiations and that the final 
code represents many concessions 
to their point of view,” they still 
refuse to sign. Reel added that 
after the basic agreement was 
reached, two conferences were held 
for refinements in language, with 
Langlois’ and Socolow’s views help- 
ing shape the final document. 

L-W told AFRA, Reel said, that 





1S 


it wouldn't sign unless the code 
were made retroactive to Feb. 1 
instead of Nov. 1. as called for. 


Union has filed charges of unfair 
labor practices with the NLRB 
against L-W, and will notify sta- 
tion owners of its action. 

Socolow said that L-W had re- 
fused to ink the code because it is 
“illegal and contrary to the Taft- 
Hartley Act.” He said that the 
company has no employees and 
that the singers AFRA is bargain- 
ing for are not emplovees but inde- 
pendent contractors. Socolow 
added: “We feel AFRA is exceed- 
ing its functions as a union by try- 
ing to negotiate for singers of the 
type we use.” 


Chi Gabber’s Security 
Test in ‘Atomic Comedy’ 
| Is Cloaked in Secrecy 


Chicago, Feb. 13. 

The Atomic Energy Commission 
this week is pondering ABC com- 
mentator Paul Harvey's “investi- 
gation” of the security standards at 
the top-secret Argonne National 
Laboratory just south of the city. 
' Harvey was nabbed by guards after 
he scaled a fence surrounding the 
super-guarded atomic plant last 
week and was turned over to the 
FBI. 

Gabber was released by the FBI 
after being grilled for several 
hours. Entire bizarre episode was 
immediately cloaked in the usual 
heavy secrecy which attends atom- 
ic matters. Harvey has refused 
comment other than to release a 
statement stating he “has been 
working with the investigating di- 
visions of several of the depart- 
ments of the U. S. government.” 
The FBI, which is responsible for 
atomic security, denies that he has 
any connection with that agency. 
ABC officials have also disclaimed 
any knowledge of the affair. 

However, enough _ information 
has leaked out to indicate that Har- 
vey, alarmed at what he felt was 
lax guarding of the atomic plant, 
had decided to test the plant’s 
vigilance. According to one source, 
he had planned to break the story 
of his Argonne “raid” on his Sun- 
day night (11) WENR broadcast. 
His “story” wast lost, apparently, 
,/when he was found by the secur- 
ity patrol shortly after he'd climbed 
the first 10-foot fence. 

Case was given rough treatment 
by the Chi dailies, which described 
the affair as “Operations Nuts,” 
“Operations Backfire’ and ‘an 
atomic comedy.” 








El Paso, Tex.—John H. Rowley, 
of the Robb & Rowley theatre cir- 
cuit, has purchased KEPO here and 
, Wichita Falls, with E. H. 
Jand Agnes D. Rowley. 


, starred. 


jitol theatre p.a. 


——n 


ear rer ore ere ye ernnrenn thes 


From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


William C. Ackerman, director of CBS’ reference dept., granted leave 
of absence to serve as secretary of President Truman’s Materials Policy 
Commission, which CBS board chairman Bill Paley heads... It’s Biow 
agency handling RCA account on “$64 Question,” not J. Walter Thomp- 
son as erratumed last week Ed Murrow gets honorary doctor of 
journalism degree from Temple U. Tuesday (20); it’s his fifth such 
award CBS station relations veepee Herbert V. Akerberg flew from 
Frisco to Worthington, O., to attend funeral of his mother yesterday 
(Tues.). . 

WINS’ John Bradford has named the new son Michael Ed Her- 
lihy on Caribbean cruise, stopping off at Puerto Rico to gab with Ea 
Gardner on a tele show Kathi Norris and hubby Wilbur Stark leave 
Saturday (17) for two. weeks in Bermuda Mort Frankel, ex-CRS 
writer, who had been on temporary assignment as script editor and 
promotion chief, now freelancing AM and TV scripts. 

Bill Barlow, ex-WINS, doing special promotion-exploitation for WLW- 
T’s Jubilee hoopla Organist Rosa Rio added to ABC’s Bob Sweeney- 
Hal March show John Balch, ex-J. M. Mathes, has joined Assn. of 
National Advertisers WMGM's Ted Brown and wife Rhoda expecting 
an addition John S. Mills, elected veepee of Tele-Tone Radio Corp. 

Ralph Meeker and Una O’Connor signed by M-G-M Radio Attrac- 
tions’ “Crime Does Not Pay.” Laraine Day, Richard Conte and Hope 
Miller wrapped up stints for “M-G-M Theatre of the Air” Bob 
Pollock and Ara Gerald added to “Young Widder Brown.” 

Former MBS prexy Ed Kobak and Percy Deutsch, ex-Worid Broad- 
casting, elected to board of Audio & Video Products Corp. Vocal 
arranger Bill Conway back in circulation after stay in Buffalo Vets 
hospital Santos Ortega back from pic work in Hollywood and re- 
turns to ABC’s “Hannibal Cobb” Monday (19) RCA Thesaurus 
issuing new tunes by Wayne King and Hank Snow Rainbow Ranch Boys 

Chick Vincent to produce Mutual’s “Magazine Theatre” stanza, 
which Al Helfer will narrate Roy Holmes new sales manager for 
WINS ABC v.p. Bob Saudek spoke to Radio Execs and Ad clubs of 
Boston yesterday (Tues.) Earl Kennedy, ex-Young & Rubicam, will 
head AM and TV production for Maxon agency Bert Wayne, WNEW 
disk jockey,-on sick leave with Art Ford taking over his “France Call- 
ing” stint Bill Lawrence, vocalist on Arthur Godfrey’s radio and 
tele stanzas, reports for induction at Mauch Chunk, Pa., today (Wed.). 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Ralph Edwards moved his “Truth or Consequences” crew to N. Y 
three weeks. 





++ 


for 
While there he’ll demonstrate to the TV eds how his many 
new technical devices has resulted in such a marked improvement in his 
shows since his first filming Art Bailey, Bob Crosby and their wives 
hopped off for a sunning in Hawaii Rex Allen western series, written- 
produced-directed by Lou Fulton, has been renewed for another year 

Nat Wolff withdrew as director of “The Blandings” and Warren 
Lewis took over Tallulah Bankhead taped “Dark Victory” for Screen 
Directors Playhouse before she hied back to N. Y. She did it on the 
stage and Bette Davis was starred in the film. Jack Rubin did the adap- 
tation Two or three sponsors have made inquiries about Lum and 
Abner for revival of the old 15-minute strip format Grace Gibson 
bought the Australian rights to “My Friend Irma”. Bud Edwards, 
ABC program head for radio and TV, taking a month’s vacation in 
Hawaii. He had threatened retirement to his 5,000-acre cattle ranch 
in Idaho but Frank Samuels, division veep, talked him out of it 
Earl Ebi and Mannie Manheim are partners with NBC in a radio series 
based on the film, “Louisa.” with Edmund Gwenn and Spring Byington 
It goes on wax in a couple of weeks. ...Tony Stanford, long 
one of radio’s top directors, is back to acting again and working in the 
Hopalong series. He came to radio from the Broadway stage and 
launched “Lux Radio Theatre” as its first director....Howard Meighan 
finally got away to Hawaii on last year’s vacation. He'll be gone a 
month Stanley Adams, one of the “Irma” writers, may turn comic 
for Yip Harburg’s upcoming Broadway musical, ‘“Flahooley” Lou 
Titterton of Compton out for a look-around Don Lee’s Willet Brown 
and Ward Ingrim in Cleveland for the Mutual board meeting. Every- 
thing ran in 7’s last week for Les Raddatz, NBC's western division press 
head. On the seventh of the month his seventh child arrived weighing 
seven pounds. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Robert Flanigan succeeds the late Oliver Morton as head of national 
radio spots sales at NBC here. Flanigan has been a member of the 
Chi NBC sales staff since 1942 Bob Erber, assistant in WBBM's 
transcription department, ordered to active duty in Air Corps March 9 

Forrest Fraser appointed to newly-created berth as exec veepee 
at Pabst Sales Co. Esserman Motors has pacted to bankroll Chi 
Cubs nine-game pre-season exhibition schedule on WIND. Indie has 
also inked Northern Indiana Public Service Co. to bankroll the Indiana 
high school basketball tourney starting Feb. 24 Allyn Marsh, CBS 
program sales topper, checked in at WBBM for a brief gander last week 

ABC, agency and Swift execs gathered for anni breakfast last week, 
marking meat packer’s 10th year on Don MeNeill’s “Breakfast Club” 

Chi AF RA prez Harry Elders toasting birth of third son Curley 
Bradley back in saddle on Mutual's “Singing Marshal” after short hos- 
pital stint. 

New World Distributing Co., Chi DuMont distrib, has picked up 
Quentin Reynolds transcriber on WMAQ Gloria Walenga is new 
member of WBBM music department Mike Huber, general manager 
of KTRI, Sioux City, and Wayne Cribb, general manager of KHMO, 
Hannibal, Mo., in town last week Hunt Downs exits producer post 
with “Voice of America” to become assistant program supervisor for 


Armed Forces Radio in Europe Thesper Don Herbert and wile, 
publicist Maraleita Dutton, 


“i ' vacationing in New Orleans Lorraine 
Pruchnick joins Mutual’s Chi traffic department....Jane Oates takes 
over as secretary to John Norton, Chi ABC veepee.... Jules Pewowar 


and wife sunning in Miami Beach. 


IN WASHINGTON . . 


Col. Edward Kirby, Defense Dept. radio topper, back at his Pentagon 
2 ge a three-week siege at Walter Reed Military hospital 

suc get irector Frederick Lawton was uest of commentator Walter 
Cronkite on WTOP-CBS TV show, “Facts We Face,” saat aoudie 
WASH-FM, Continental web outlet, now carrying the weekly Navy 
Band concerts, with Lt. Com. C. E. Brendler batoning....Edgar Parsons 
has resigned as assistant manager and national sales manager of WOL 
to become radio-TV director of AAA, with headquarters in D.C. 
WwDC disk jockey Willis Conover emceed an all-star Jazz Concert at 
Uline’s Arena past week. Conover, incidentally, is narrator of the 
current Duke Ellington Treasury Dept.’s “Guest Star” platter Sub- 
urban station WGAY did an “A-Bomb and You" documentary airer to 
big response past Sunday (11) Kay Armen, “Stop the Music” chan- 
toos.y, doing some radio stints on WMAL-ABC during her current Cap- 
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WLW’S “GREAT 





Lester in Cincy—Not So ‘George’ 


Things weren’t too “George” for Jerry Lester when he and his- 


“Broadway Open House” troupe 


a WLW-T origination in helping the video station celebrate its 


third anni jubilee. 


The trouble started when, in the course of a quickie guest ap- 
pearance on Ruth Lyons’ noontime show, the “Open House” comic | 
nfade the mistaké of taking a swipe at Miss Lyons, who happens to * 
be just about the most idolized personality on the Cincy scene since 


she went. TV. .in.a big way, with 


No sooner had Lester gotten off a crack to the effect that Miss 
Lyons needed more TV experience, than the Lyons partisans in 
the studio rallied to her defense with hoots and jeers for Lester. 
Miss Lyons herself did a slow burn but refrained from answering. 


Fact that Lester kept several 


appearance in the jampacked lobby of the Gibson hotel, while he 
slept on till noon, didn’t particularly contribute toward getting his 


Cincy stay off on the right foot. 


TALENT HUNT’ 





A-STATE SEARG 
FOR NEW FAC 


Cincinnati, Feb. 13. 
One of the most ambitious talent 
hunts engineered by a local broad- | 
| casting operation gets under way 
here this week, when WLW, the 
Crosley (Avco)-owned “wonder sta- 
tion,” begins the task of exploring 
every hamlet, village and city in 
its. four-state coverage area in a 
bid to bring new faces and voices 
into radio and video. | 
| With a recognition that the same 


Cincinnati, Feb. 13. 


invaded Cincy last Friday (9) for 








her. brace. of SRO daytime shows. 


hundred persons waiting for- his 








Chances Seen Stronger Now For 
Legislation Affecting FCC Setup 


Washington, Feb. 13. 
Chances of some kind of legisla- 
tion affecting the FCC 


gress, picked up considerably last | 
week with the passage of the Mc- | 


Farland bill in the Senate. The fact 
that the measure, which had passed 
the upper body late last year but 
got no further, went through so 
early this session gives the House 
more time to consider the question 
and possibly come through with 
something, But the most that can 
be expected is a compromise bill. 
Sen. Ernest McFarland (D., 
Ariz.), author of the bill and now 
majority leader of the Senate, is 
represented as willing to give up 
certain sections, if necessary, to ob- 
tain passage. He recently conferred 
with FCC Chairman Wayne Coy, 
who opposed the measure, as pres- 
ently written, before the House last 
session. Coy was reportedly agree- 
able to some kind of legislation, 
Before action can be taken by 
the House, it is likely that new 
hearings would be necessary, inas- 
much as the composition of the 
House Committee on_ Interstate 
Commerce has been changed by 
eight new members who are un- 
familiar with the measure. How 
long it would take before hearings 
could be held, a bill approved, ac- 
tion taken by the House, and a 
compromise worked out with the 


(Continued on page 34) 


Plenty Activity On 
Station Sale Front 


Cumberland, Md., Feb. 13. 
Sale of WTBO here to Maryland 
Radio Corp. has been completed, 
subject to FCC approval. Among 





the principal stockholders of the, 
new corporation are Ben K. Baer, | 


of Charleston, W. Va., Howard C. 

Chernoff, formerly manager 

WCHS, Charleston, and 

Clinton, manager of WPAR, Park- 

a and WBLK, Clarksburg, 
lr. Va. 


emerging | 
from the present session of Con- | 


of | 
George | 


goes for today as applied back in 
| ’28-'29, when WL’. set the ground- 
| work for its eventual emergence 
las the “Cradle of Stars,” through 
|an exploration of the talent avail- 
abilities in the grass roots sectors, 
WLW is now determined to reprise 
its contribution to radio and show 
biz in general. 

4 Just as Little Jack Little, Eddie 
| Albert (then part of a singing trio), 
| Jane Froman, the Mills Bros., Ra- 
mona, Red Skelton, Gene & Glenn, 
“Fats” Waller (then known as Tom 
Waller, when h»: was grinding the 
Cincy organs), Virginia Payne (‘Ma 
Perkins”) and a flock of others | 
came out of those early WLW tal- | 
ent quests, so, too, the station, with 
a collaborative assist from 200 film- 
house exhibitors in Ohio, Indiana, 
West Virginia and Kentucky, un- 
veils this week its new and more 
elaborate bid_to project fresh tal- 
ent on the kilocycles. This time, 
however, the stakes will be higher, 
'for the station is dangling video 
(as well as AM) contracts to those 
| who shape up as potentials for the 
bigtime. This is no amateur con- 
test, nor are there any of the as- 
sorted gimmicks or attempts at ex- 
ploiting the contestants. 


Gottlieb Gets Nod 


q 
As CBS Program 
7 . 
Director in N.Y, ..oieranest ci neces 


the semi-pros and promising tyros 
Lester Gottlieb, CBS-TV produc- on to the stages through the four- 
er currently identified with the State area, with the hundreds of 
stim Shaan ai ; contestants as the talent source for 
“Sing It Again” and “Show Goes g permanent file for use by WLW. 
On” programs, has been given the as well as the Crosley chain of 
nod as the network's director of a Cee te east in — 
iat a ee F cinnati, -D in Dayton an 
, Programming in New York, as suc-| wr w_¢ in Columbus. All thesfilm 
cessor to Robert P. Heller, who chains and indies have been 
resigned several weeks ago. Lat- whipped into a state of enthusiasm 
ter has signed a film writing deal. | by Bill Robinson, WLW’s program 
Oddly enough, appointment of manager, and Jack Keating, who is 
Gottlieb by program veepee Hub- supervising the talent search, for 
bell Robinson, Jr., represents a, to the exhibs it takes on the aura 
“Y & R to CBS parlay,” with the of a “community project” designed 
Robinson-Gottlieb-Harry Ackerman to bring the customers back into 
‘(CBS Coast program topper) tri- the theatre in the face of TV’s 
| umvirate of the old Young & Rubi- ascendancy and_ declining _ b.o. 
cam days now entrenched in the. grosses. 





| Coals to Newcastle 


| 

| 

| Peter Donald, quizmaster on 
| Kroger Stores’ “Share the 
| Wealth,” does a double feature 
| on Friday (16) when he broad- 
| “easts first before a civilian au- 
dience in Louisville, and then 
for a GI audience. 

He'll be giving away 
“Wealth” prize money to sol- 
diers guarding the nation’s 
gold at Fort Knox. 








Columbia program saddle as a A series of regional contests will 
| three-way team. wind up with the semi-finals in the 
| P ‘ ‘ ‘ : | 
. : as en the nod after ™aJor cities through the four | 

cease Wal even SS , states, out of which 11 will be 


Robinson had sifted about 35 can- 7 
: s chosen to play a downtown Cincy 


eaten for the pee, see we house for a week. Out of the 11 


; » sis of his show : Ma 
Fie backeround, knowledge of tal. the No. 1 candidate will get a WLW 
ent, creative programming flair, radio her video po apg ot (plus 
-public relations and the manner $1,000), with yoy oe weer 
in which he’s integrated himself t® second and third bests, with 
into the overall CBS production lesser coin. However, the station 
pattern. | (Continued on page 32) 


Charles Z. Heskett. 
$115,000 was arranged 
Blackburn-Hamilton Co. 


Sale at) 


through Local stations in industrial cen- 


pe are feeling an upbeat in au- 


WNLK's 42G Sale 
Norwalk, Conn., Feb. 13. 


industrial activity goes on a round- 
the-clock basis. On Sunday nights 


P ‘ ‘show is taken over by a femme 
diences for their all-night shows, tagged Lorraine. 


| based on the increase of defense rently prepping a study .of the all-' 


Station is cur- 


WNLK here has been sold to production and the expansion of night audience for presentation to 


David W. Jefferies, of Washington, swing and graveyard shifts in war | 
(Continuec on page 26) plants. 


COAST GABBERS SELL | nour ot sir ume to the end of is 
THEIR OWN STATIONS 


daily sked and will sign off at 3 
Hollywood, Feb. 13. 


a.m. instead of 2 o'clock. Fred Rob- 
| bins, who has been airing from 11 
CBS announcers have not been p.m. to midnight, gets an extra 60 
doing too well with their side lines, | minutes, which will be sponsored 
Station ownership. ,Bob LeMond, by the Village Crier, Greenwich 
last week sold KSPA, Santa Paula, | Village publication. Big Joe Rosen- | 
Cal., to a group of businessmen field moves from a midnight start 
there, and previously Dick Joy, also | to 1-3 a.m. 
a staffer, unloaded his Palm| In Detroit WWJ has added an in-| 
Springs transmitter, KCFJ. ‘timate platter stanza, “Lovingly 
Both figured the treks back and Yours, Laura,” in the 2-6 a.m. slot, 
fourth weren't worth it, and inter-| six nights weekly. Show 1s design-— 
lered with their earning capacity |ed to latch on to the growing wee- 
as announcers, hours market as the Auto City’s, 








some Gal,” 


advertisers. 

Jean King, billed as “The Lone- 
was picked up last 
month by Philip Morris for seven 
big eastern markets. While not 
skedded in a post-midnight spot, 
her transcriber taps a_ slumber- 


itime audience. 


The witching hour broadcasts, 
it’s fifured, benefit from speeded- 
up production in several ways. Not 
only do workers tune in before and 
after their late. shifts, E‘tt also 
many plants pipe in the music as 


‘a tonic and aid to efficiency. Then, 


too, with an overtime boom there's 
an increase in jitters that cues 


‘many stay-up-laters to listen for 
relaxation. 

An added influence is the grow- | 
ing interest in news that keeps 


a 


Hoop Puts Pulse Through Loop In 


Newest Round 





AFRS’ Exclusive 
Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Soldiers and sailors overseas 
heard.a radioed description of 
the Louis-Agramonte fight last 
Wednesday (7) although there 
was no broadcast from the 
ringside for the benefit of fight 
fans in the U.S.A. 

Fred Hessler, member of the 
Armed Forces Radio Service 
sport staff in Hollywood, took 
the details of the battle off the 
wire from Miami and _ broad- 
cast them to distant camps and 
ships with appropriate sound 
effects. 


Name Shows To 
Sprinkle NBC 


Summer Sked 


NBC's plans for its summer 
schedule, now being readied, will 
be pitched for originality, economy 
and an emphasis on American tra- 
ditions. Many of the airers are ex- 
pected to have relatively low price 
tags. 


Among the unusual shows being 
mulled by program v.p. Charles 
(Bud) Barry are vehicles for Judy 
Holliday, Maurice Evans and Carol 








113° 


on Rating Sniping 


+ Attack which C. E. Hooper made 


jagainst “aided recall” rating serv- 
ices at-the N. Y. Radio Executives 
Club last week was an attempt to 
drive a wedge between advertisers 
and broadcasters, 


some radio re- 
searcher; feel. “Aided recall” dif- 
fers from coincidental telephone 


;methods in that those polled are 
asked to recall what programs they 
|listened to. Hooper feels people 
|“remember” listening to more 
shows than they really do. 
Hooper hit out at The Pulse, Ine., 
data for the San Francisco-Oakland 
area which he compared with his 
own service's ratings. He cited cases 
in which Pulse rated stations from 
to 200° higher than his out- 
fit did and tagged the Pulse meth- 
od “inflationary.” “The average 
inflation is 81°," Hooper said. 
“This is the amount of shért-weight 
the advertiser may anticipate if he 
/accepts this “aided-recall’ survey 
as a size measure. In the long run 


it will cost the advertiser more 
money-—81°° more.”’ 
What Hooper was doing, accord- 


ing to some industry statisticians, 
is to try to put pressure on the 
bankrollers, via the argument that 
aided recall will nick them more in 
time costs, to force the networks 
and stations to drop services such 
as Pulse. In New York and in some 
other markets Pulse has wooed 
many customers away from Hooper. 

Hooper said that while aided re- 
call and diary methods “are mis- 
used when they masquerade as rat- 
ing services,” they can provide an 


Channing. Also being auditioned indication of relative program pop- 
is “The Perils of Paulette.” in wularity. He said they should be 
which Paulette Goddard will play a called “indexes,” not “ratings.” 


Hollywood columnist who feuds 
with another femme Coast colum- 
nist. 

“Johnny Madero” whodunit may 
be reprised with William Holden 
in the title role. Web is also prep- 
ping “Shock,” a psycho-mystery by 
Harry Junkin. 

In the Americana department, 
chain is whipping up “I Pledge Al- 
legiance,” which will deal with the | 
contributions of contemporary | 
Americans to the country’s growth. | 
It had previously announced a new 
series, “This Is My Own, My Na- 
tive Land.” The “NBC Theatre,” 
which will probably be shifted back 
to Sunday afternoon from Wednes- 
day evening, with Margaret Web- 
ster working on an hour-long ver-— 
sion, will dramatize the works of 
American authors. | 


Colwell’s ESA Post 


Washington, Feb. 13. 

Nathan Colwell, in charge of ra- 
dio and TV promotion for the sav- | 
ing bond division of the Treasury 
Dept., is quitting to join Eric John- 
ston’s staff in the Economic Stabili- 
zation Administration. 

Colwell will direct the radio-TV | 
information programs for ESA. 





omaancamnetes’ Saping-Shift Boys to Ride Again 


many dialers glued to their sets for 
late developments. Last war ush- 
ered in a boom in all-night broad- 


/casting as an aid to civil defense. 


| little chatter 


If the trend becomes more 
marked, it may bring a shift in 
emphasis in the insomniac pro- 
gramming away from gab and in- 
terviews and toward more tunes. 
WNEW, N. Y., whose ‘Milkman’s 
Matinee” was one of the pioneers 
in the field, feels that its continu- 
ing format of straight music with 
is now more than 
ever in step with the times. 

WMG\M”, N. Y., said that AM will 
benefit from the multiple listener- 
ship as the all-nighters are put into 
factory public address systems for 
background music. Indie, which 


airs Jack Eigen and Bea Kalmus. 


shows until 4 a.m., speculates that 


-selection of tunes may be altered 


to fit in with the preferences of 
swing-shifters who prefer melodic 
songs to brassy swing while they 
work, 


in the next two years. 


Latter term he feels should refer 

only to size measurements. Call- 

ing things by their right names, he 
(Continued on page 32) 


CBS Going Int'l 
With HPL Shows 


CBS’ lineup of Household Pro- 
tective League shows is going in- 
ternational. Web this week set in 
motion plans to take the partici- 
pating programs, in which the prod- 
ucts of all sponsors must be ap- 
proved by a panel of testers, into 
Canada, Mexico, South and Central 
America and Cuba. 

Fletcher Wiley, originator of 
HPL and from whom CBS pur- 
chased the idea for $1,000,000 in 
radio's first capital gains deal, is 





| scheduled to leave soon for Mexico 


to establish the first foreign-lan- 
guage edition of the shows. Wiley 
expects to have the lineup come- 
pleted in the other countries with- 
CBS, which 
retained Wiley as a_ consultant 
when it bought the idea in 1947, 


‘has granted him full license to ex- 


pand the program lineup to the 


‘other countries. 


Wiley plans to conduct auditions 
to find the Mexican, French and 
Portuguese editions of HPL shows 
in the various countries. In the 
U. S., HPL programs are now aired 
via CBS stations, most of them 
owned and operated and the others 
serviced by the web's Radio Sales. 
Lineup now includes the Galen 
Drake program, the Sunrise Salute 
and Starlight Salute. 


NEW BAER-KALMANOFF 
OPERA IN RADIO BOW 


“Noah and the Stowaway,” new 
satirical one-act opera, will receive 
its initial performance, with ore 
chestra under the direction of Sieg- 
fried Landau, Sunday (18) on 
WNYC, N. Y. 

Composed by Martin Kalmanoff, 
with libretto by Atra Baer ‘daugh- 
ter of “Bugs” Baer), it’s the sec- 
ond opera by this team, whose 
first work, “Fit for a King.” won 
the Robert Merrill Opera Contest 
jlast year. 
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‘Operation Frontal Lobe’ Gets N. Y. 


Counterpart in WNBT Pubservice 





A number of public 
shows have been wrapped up by 
WNBT, N. Y., as a local counterpart 
of “Operation Frontal Lobe” which 


NBC-TV v.p. Sylvester L. (Pat) | 
Weaver is skedding for the net- 
work. 


First of the new shows to be pro- 
grammed by WNBT g.m. Ted Cott 
is a stanza featuring John Kieran. 
Latter and a mobile tele crew will 
each do a remote from another 
New York City museum to give 
televiewers a guided tour of its art 


and scientific treasures, using a 
humanized approach that will in- 
elude interviews with celebs on 


what the exhibits mean personally 
to them. 

Museums to be covered include 
Natural History. Brooklyn, Mod- 
ern Art, Hayden Planetarium. New 
York Historical Society, Brooklyn 
Children’s and the Museum of the 
City of N. Y. Show is to kick off 
Saturday, March 17, in the 12:30- 
3 mh: m: sick. 

Leon Barzin, director of the Na- 


tional Orchestral Assn., has been 
inked to do a weekly music appre- 
ciation series for children. Barzin 


will have juves in the studio, have 
them try to make music from the 
instruments, with Barzin and house 
orchmen explaining how the 
sounds are made. To be skedded 
on Sunday mornings, airer will in- 
clude brief orchestral passages and 
conce.itrate on the fundametals of 
music. 

Young Men’s Christian Assn. and 
the American Jewish Commit- 
tee are cooperating in another show 
which will present films on human 
relations topics, such as_ brother- 
hood, international affairs, etc. This 
starts Sunday ‘18) in an afternoon 
period. 

Tieup has been made with the 
New York Police Athletic League 
for a PAL talent show, on which 
playground directors will introduce 


juves who show promise. It will 
be aired Saturdays at 11 a. m. 
On Monday (12) station 


launched a cross-the-board show on 
which Ben Grauer gabs with the 
local price contro! administrator. 
These airers are in addition to two 
public service entries already on, 
“Uncle Sam’s Story,” which pre- 
sents films of various government 
agencies, and “UN Stamp Club.” 
Station recently started beaming 
vidpic spots on “America’s Heri- 
tage,’ dealing with the documents 
on the Freedom Train. 


Chi Puts in Bid As 
TV Serial Capital 


Chicago, Feb. 13. 
Possibility that Chicago may re- 
gai.. via video some of the promi- 
nence as an origination centre it 





once held in radio was given a 
hefty boost with the Lever pur- 
chase of NBC’s “Hawkins Falls” 


which got its start as a Windy City 
sustainer. Chicago, which during the 
thirties was tabbed the AM serial 
c.pital, may make a similar mark 
in teevee, it’s expected, if the 
“Falls” daytime strip catches on. 

For that reason the “Falls” 
debut for Lever will be watched 
with more than usual interest by 
Chi talent and packagers. Preem 
oft the Chi serial will be either 
April 2 or May 7 depending upon 
the windup of the “NBC Comics” 


now occupying the 4 p.m. slot for 


which “Falls” is slated. 

One of the reasons the industry 
here is hopeful of the resurgence 
in the serial field through teevee 
is the reservoir of experienced 
Chi tesping talent, a carryover 
from the AM soap opera days. Most 

‘Continued on page 34) 


CBS GRABS ANOTHER 
GARY MOORE SPONSOR 


CBS cracked the first half-hour 
of its Garry Moore daytime strip 
show this week, when Corn Prod- 
ucts pacted for the 1:45 to 2 p. m. 
segment on Thursday, starting 
March 1. Sponsor will plug Linit, 
with the C. L. Miller agency han- 
dling the account. 

Second half-hour of the Moore 
show, which is aired from 1:30 to 
2:30 p. m., has been sold out for 
several weeks. With the exception 
of Linit, the balance of the 1:30 to 
2 segment is still open. 





service + 


12 COLLEGES IN WBAL 
EDUC’L VIDEO SERIES 


Baltimore, Feb. 13. 
In line with the current empha- 
on education by _ television, 
WBAL-TV. local video outlet, has 
with 12 and 
Maryland 


sis 


colleges 
{or a 


set plans 
universities in 
series of educational prog.ams 
geared for the college level. Siuows, 
planned on a weekly basis, will be 
under the auspices of a different 
school each week, with each school 
slanting its program to the partic- 
ular field in which it specializes. 

Station has assigned a producer- 
writer to the schools to work with 
them in preparing the scripts and 
material for the programs. which 
are scheduled to start about March 
] Reps of the various schools, 
agreeing with station execs that 
the series should be as showmanly 
as possible to sustain audience in- 
terest, plan to use dramatizations, 
film-clips, visual displays, etc. 

Twelve schools participating in- 
clude Univ. of Maryland, Johns 
Hopkins, U. S. Naval Academy, 
St. Johns College, Goucher Col- 
lege. Hood College, Western Mary- 
land, Peabody Conservatory of 
Music, Morgan State College, 
Loyola, Unw. of Baltimore and the 
Maryland State Teachers College. 
Maryland State Dept. of Education 
is to serve as liaison between the 
schools and WBAL-TV in the 
project. 





History of Theatre 
As NBC-TY Series 


NBC television is tentatively 
planning to present an eight-week 
history of the theatre during the 
summer hiatus period this year. 
Idea was conceived by Fred Coe, 
who envisages an hour-long show 
once a week that would tee off 
with a short resume of the Greek 
theatre and bring the subject up 
through the ages to the modern era 


of films and TV. 


As Coe plans it, each stage in 
the theatre’s development would 
be dramatized and, if possible, he 
would like to get a top name in 
each particular branch of show 
business to be presented to star 
in the production each week. 
Series, he said, might include a 


_program on the dance, religious 


drama in the medieval era, then 
the Elizabethan theatre and per- 
haps a play of Ibsen or early 
George Bernard Shaw to bridge 
that period and the more modern 
drama. 

If the “Philco TV Playhouse,” 
which Coe produces, decides to 
take an eight-week vacation as it 
did last summer, the web might 
slot the series in that Sunday night 
9 to 10 slot. To date, Philco has 
not made up its mind about a 
_ hiatus. 


KTSL Goes Fulltime 
CBS Starting April 1, 
With KTTV Bowout 


~ Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

| KTSL, former Don Lee television 
outlet here which CBS purchased 
in December, will become the sole 





Los Angeles outlet for all CBS 
network video shows _ starting 
April 1. That date will mark the 


termination of the web’s affiliation 
deal with the L. A. Times’ KTTV, 
in which CBS formerly owned a 
4°%> interest. 

Complete switch to KTSL méans 
also that the CBS network shows 


originating from the Coast will 
henceforth be moved into the 
KTSL studios. Both the Alan 


Young and Burns and Allen stanzas 
now originate from here, but a 
number of others are slated to tee 
— summer and starting next 
KTSL will add 22 hours of CBS 
programming to its schedule per 
week. Move will permit the sta- 
tion to start a seven-day-per-week 
jeperation April 1. 


| 


That Naughty Word 


Following the recent edict of 
ABC, orders have come down 
from on high at CBS to all 
radio producers and directors 
to refrain absolutely from any 
‘mention of the word “televi- 
sion” on a radio show. Seems 
that a number of the web’s 
AM affiliates, particularly those 
with no video interests, have 
objected strenuously to what 
they believe is unnecessary 
plugging of a rival medium. 

In the memo distributed this 
week to the radio staffers, the 
CBS brass admitted that may- 
be their affiliates have a point. 
It was pointed out that the 
burden of eliminating any 
mention of TV rested especial- 
lv with those producers of sus- 
taining radio shows, over 
which CBS has full control. 


NBC Brass Sifts 
‘Op Frontal Lobe 
44-Week Project 


NBC television, shooting for a 
fall preem of its “Operation Frontal 
Lobes,” has begun sifting through 
proposals for the types of shows 
to be staged on the series which 
have been submitted by various 
web program execs. Under the pro- 
jected operation, NBC would pre- 
sent one hour of cultural or edu- 
cation programming each week for 
44 weeks, with each stanza to be 
bankrolled by one of the regular 
NBC-TV sponsors. 

Plan is currently getting as much 
attention as possible from all top 
programming execs. Davidson Tay- 
lor, former CBS program veepee 
who joined NBC recently, has been 
assigned to supervise the operation 
under exec veepee Sylvester L. 
(Pat) Weaver. Others working on 
“Frontal Lobes” include Fred Wile, 
Ernest Walling, Robert Sarnoff, 
Samuel Chotzinoff, Carl Stanton, 
Frank McCall and several of the 
video department’s unit and pro- 
duction heads. NBC also may bring 
in one or two outside consultants 
to work on the series, either from 
the ranks of show business who 
are interested in education via TV, 
or educators. 

According to Taylor, the series 
is to be set up in such a way as 
to present education “in as enter- 
taining a way as possible,” in order 
to attract the largest possible au- 
dience. He said the shows would 
represent more than mere class- 
room discussions, although the web 
may try to get one or two “great 
men” in their particular fields to 
explain their work before the cam- 
eras. 

Launching of “Frontal Lobes” 
will not mean an end to the public 
relations show currently being pro- 
grammed as sustainers by NBC. In 
addition to several such shows now 
eon the air, the we is also explor- 
ing further such projects as a se- 
ries of adult education programs 
to be done in collaboration with 
the Sloan Foundation. Latter series 
may preem about June 1 and ride 
through the summer. 


CBS Pacts Eric Harris 
As Special Effects Head 


Eric Harris, at one time an as- 
sistant to film producer John Ford, 











has been named chief of the special | 
effects department for CBS televi- | 


sion. He replaces John DeMott. 
who resigned recently to join the 
Esty agency. 

Harris worked with Ford on the 
production. of ‘Fort 
“Three Godfathers” and ‘Mighty 
Joe Young.” He broke into TV as 
a cameraman and then director of 
the film department 
TV, Los Angeles, going from there 
to the CBS-TV recording depart- 
ment. Huntry Rylander and Jack 
Valdes will be his assistants in his 
new job. 


Chi Exhib Show Nix 


Chicago, Feb. 13. 

Due to expected cutback in tele 
set production, Chi Electric Assn. 
is cancelling plans for the fourth 
annual National Television & Elec- 
trical Living show. 

Previous shows had featured 
such name personalities as Eddie 
| Cantor and Jack Carson. 





Apache,” | 


tor KLAC-! 


B’casting Building Exemption Seen 
Cuing Some New TV 





PHILLY DAILIES ALL OUT 


IN TELE SKED LISTINGS 


/ 

| Philadelphia, Feb. 13. 

| Three Philadelphia dailies went 
all out for TV over the weekend, 
listing for the first time video 
, schedules for the entire week. Sec- 
tions easly detachable for TV ad- 
dicts give not only listing of shows, 
but also tips as to the kind of pro- 


gram as well as names of artists 
and guest stars. 
Both the Sunday Inquirer and 


Bulletin featured TV sections. The 

'tabloid Daily News did the same 
thing in its Saturday paper. The 
News, which was the first to have a 
daily TV column, conducted by 
Mitchell Swartz, was also the first 
to list a whole daily schedule. In- 
quirer and Bulletin also carry daily 
listings, in addition to weekly 
schedules. 

Merrill Panitt, who formerly ap- 
peared only on Sndays, is now writ- 
ing a daily column for the Inquirer. 
Bulletin added Harry Harris as TV 
columnist Sunday (11). Harris, 
former member of the drama de- 
partment, will alternate a daily 
column with the John Crosby syn- 
dicated column. 


FCC's Look-See At 


— Subscriber-Vision 


Skiatron Subscriber-Vision, cur- 
rently in the second phase of its 
tests with WOR-TV, N. Y., expects 
to enter the third phase at the end 
of the month when members of the 
FCC will be invited up from Wash- 
ington to view the system. 

First phase consisted entirely of 
engineering tests over WOR-TV 
with only WOR and Skiatron tech- 





nicians viewing the system. Cur- 
rent tests are aired once weekly 
on Saturday night-Sunday morn- 


ing, at the completion of the sta- 
tion’s broadcast day. It comprises 
telecasting of a film, with sections 
of it scrambled as they would be 
‘by Skiatron’s coder, followed by 
screening of it as it would be un- 
,serambled by decoders in the re- 
ceivers. 

For home viewers the tests are 
“artificial,” in that they do not 
actually have decoders. Despite the 
late hour of the tests, which are 
beamed around 12:30 a. m.. viewer 
response has been good, Skiatron 
reported. An average of 250 let- 
ters—90°% of them 


since they started last month. 

Main purpose of the tests has 
been technical, to get data on how 
well the decoders can recreate the 
syne-pulse which unscrambles the 
coded picture. The unserimbling 
device is a specially punched card 
that corresponds to a scrambling 
card in the studio. 

Experiments have veen satisfac- 
tory, Skiatron reported, and the 
company will soon ask the FCC for 
actual tests similar to those Ze- 
nith’s Phonevision has conducted 
with 300 families in Chicago. These 
tests won’t be incepted until FCC 
grants approval and Skiatron puts 
decoders into production. 

Subscriber-Vision differs 

(Continued on page 30) 


Pitt Marathon One-Shot 
On WDTV Gains $70,000 
For Korea Vet Amputee 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 13. 
Biggest money-raising public 
service event in local history. on 
a one-shot basis, was put on here 
last Wednesday night (7) by WDTV., 
DuMont-owned TV station, when 
it staged a marathon benefit for 
Robert L. Smith, quadruple am- 
putee of the Korean war from 
Middleburg, Pa., and raised around 
$70,000. Show was divided into 
three sections and covered around 
five and a half hours, during which 
time Channel 3 blacked out a flock 
. accounts. 
ea of the program was tak 
to WDTV by Johnny Gallis. local 
tenor, and his manager, Godfrey 
(Buck) Weaver, and Don Stewart, 


(Continued on page 30) 


from 





favorable— | 
have been received after each trial | 


Stations in ’5] 


Washington, Feb. 13. 

' The possibility that some new 
television stations might get under 
way in 1951 appeared last week 
when the National Production Au- 
thority specifically exempted broad. 
casting structures from its overal] 
construction ban. The action was 
designed, said NPA, “to assure the 
greatest possible freedom of operas 
tion to the nation’s facilities 
the communication of news 
educational material.” 

The NPA also exempted plants 
for newspaper publishing § and 
printing establishments for publi- 
cations of books and periodicals. 
However, the ban on construction 
of amusements, which includes 
theatres, is continued. 

While it’s unlikely that electronie 
manufacturers will have materials 
for making TV transmitters when 
the freeze is lifted, perhaps around 
autumn, there will prebably be 
sufficient equipment available to 
enable some stations to get started. 
There are reported to be about two 
dozen transmitters now in stock 
which were produced or in process 
of production before the videg 
freeze was invoked in September, 
1948. 

So far the FCC has completed 
two major phases of its freeze- 
lifting hearings: color television 
and reservation of channels for ed- 
ucational stations. The third and 
last phase, which concerns the al- 
location of VHF and UHF channels 
to cities in which stations may be 
located, should get. started by 
spring and will require about two 
months. Chairman Wayne Coy re- 
cently predicted the agency will 
be granting applications “before 
the third anniversary of the freeze 
is upon us’’—unless the mobiliza- 
tion program interferes. 


In the event there are only lim- 
ited supplies of TV equipment 
available when the freeze is lifted, 
the Commission may be disposed 
to issue permits (if hearings are 
unnecessary) for areas not now 
served by television. Prior to the 
Korean war the agency received 
strong protests from non-TV cities 
against the prolongation of the 
freeze. It can be expected they 
will ask for priority when permits 
are handed out. 

The agency now has on file about 
380 TV applications, about half of 
which will require hearings. 


Lotsa Steve Allen 


. 


On CBS Agenda 


Steve Allen, hailed by CBS as its 
new television comedy find, may 
be shifted to an afternoon spot to 
give more of the viewing public 
around the country a chance to 
meet him. Web has been unable 
to clear time on more than a few 
stations for Aller.’s present pro- 
gram time of 7 to 7:30 p.m. cross- 
the-board. Those viewers who have 
seen him twice as Arthur Godfrey's 
replacement as emcee of “Talent 
Scouts,” which is fed to almost 
the entire CBS video web, are re- 
portedly wondering what's become 
of him, and CBS feels it can get 
him into more cities via a daytime 
strip. 


Allen, incidentally, is already be- 
ing paged as CBS’ new “replace- 
ment expert,” but is turning down 
the majority of such assignments. 
Morton Downey, for example, want- 
ed the comedian to replace him 
When he takes a week's vacation 
from his Friday night “Star of the 
Family” show within the next few 
weeks. But Allen and his producers 
are said to feel that his talents lie 
in the completely ad libbed format 
of his present show and so plan 
to concentrate on that as much as 
possible. 


for 


and 








Burl Ives Prepping 
Fairy Tale Vidfilms 


Burl Ives and G-L Enterprises 
are prepping a_ vidpic series, 
“Famous Tales,” based on fairy 
tales. Ives will be starred as actor- 
singer. 

Marion Gering will handle pro- 
duction and direction, with Jay 
Victor scripting and Albert Hague 
doing the music. Pilot film will be 
; Started March 7, 
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‘God-Send to Free Americans 


Public interest in radio and television coverage of United Nations 
sessions, as well as the potential value of such coverage in the 
current defense effort, were pointed up this week in an exchange 
of letters between a Philadelphia housewife TV viewer and Warren 
R. Austin, chief of the U. S. mission to the UN. 

Housewife, after congratulating Austin for his work in the UN, 
declared “You don’t know me, but I have met you through tele- 


vision, 


which is a God-send to all free Americans. . 


. All we, as 


true Americans, ask for is more TV programs of the UN in action. 
Although I don’t have much, I should like you to accept the en- 


closed $10, as a contribution toward more UN programs. 


the only 
really going on. 
give more.” 


That’s 


thing that will let the American people know what is 
You are all working so hard, I just wish I could 


In his answer to the letter, Austin declared: ‘Thank you for the 
motive which prompted you to send me a contribution to further 


the radio and TV coverage of UN meetings. 


We are not in a posi- 


tion to influence the networks with regard to their program policy. 


Therefore, I am returning herewith the money you enclosed. 


I 


suggest that you write directly to the central office of your station, 


telling them that yeu would like 
UN meetings resumed.” 


to see their complete coverage of 








Sunday, Wed. Set as TV ‘Bank Nights’ 
In NBC ‘Operation Summer’ Pl 


NBC television has selected Sun- + 


day and Wednesday as the “com- | 


nights fer its projected 
this year. 


mercial” 
“Operation Summer” 


Those are the nights on which the | 
web plans to group all the shows | 


sponsored by advertisers who de- 
cided to ride out the summer, so 
as not to leave any commercial 
“islands” in the middle of a group 
of sustaining programs. 


Under present pians, 


of its “Saturday 
which it hopes to sell on a partici- 
pating basis similar to the way the 
current “Revue” has been sold. 
Summer edition is also expected to 
be two-and-a-half hours long, but 
will be tailored to fit the more 
modified budgets of summertime 
advertisers. Web has been dicker- | 
ing with Max Liebman, producer 
of the “Show of Shows” portion 
f “Revue,” to supervise the sum- | 
mer program. 
Web, meanwhiie, 
the possibility 
tisers some kind of incentive plan | 
to remain on the air through the 
summer and expects to have a de- 
cision ready by the end of this 


(Continued on page 32) 


Anyone for Polo? 
—(At 156 TV Nut) 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
KNBH is hunting a_ sponsor 
who'll fork over $15,000 to guaran- 
tee the gate on a polo match—or 
maybe five matches. 





Beverly Hills polo club wants a_ 


guarantee against an attendance 
decline for upcoming series of five 


matches with the Argentine team. | 


KNBH will lens this Sunday's 
game to give potential sponsors an 
idea of what they’re buying. 

For that telecast and incidental 
buildup, KNBH gets a three-week 
option to sell the matches with 
the sponsor guaranteeing to make 
up the difference between actual 
Zale and $15,000 if that figure isn’t 
reached. 
thrown in gratis with sponsor pay- 
ing only for time and pickup. 


NBC Nixes Sherman Option; 
Report CBS Deal on Tap 


Chicago, Feb. 13. 
Ransom Sherman, whose after- 





hoon strip on NBC-TV was dropped | 


last month, has received his re- 
lease from the 60-day option the 
web had on his services and is 
Mulling offers from other  net- 
Works. Sherman has already been. 
approached by CBS which would | 
like to cash in on NBC promotion | 
— comic during his sustaining 
ride 

Although the Sherman show. 
Came in for considerable critical 
acclaim NBC yanked it because of 
Teported lack of sales interest. 





Saturday | 
will also be a commercial night. | 
NBC is planning a summer edition | 
Night Revue,” | 


is inte. 
of offering adver- | 


Other matches would be | 


He Ain’t Eligible! 
Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Shades of the Minute Men! 
Walter Colmes, producing a 
series of vidpix which En- 
cyclopedia Brittanica is bank- 
rolling for ABC-TV, has cast 
the role of John Quincy 
Adams, sixth president of the 
United States. For it, he im- 
ported from England actor 
Peter Forster. 


TVA, Chi Stations 
Agree on Terms; 


WGN-TV Holds Out 


Chicago, Feb. 13. 


Lengthy negotiations for the first | 
local pact covering tele perform- 
ers here is nearing the inking stage 
as the Chi Television Authority 
exec board Monday (12) recom- 
mended acceptance of the terms 
agreed to by three of the four video 
stations and TVA bargaining reps. 
|/WGN-TV, Chicago Tribune station, 
pulled out of the joint confabs last 
week just prior to the informal 
/agreement okayed by the other sta- 
tions. Union and WGN-TV bargain- | 
ers are slated to meet again this | 
week. 

Meanwhile, 








WNBQ, WENR-TV 


and WBKB received telegrams Fri- | 
day (9), just before the final okay- | 


ing of terms, which were sent out 
by the Chicago local of the Amer- 
‘ican Federation of Musicians stat- 
ing that the AFM local looks with | 
disapproval upon any TVA contract 


(Continued on page 34) 





WAAM TV Seminar 


To Focus Cameras 
On Top Video Execs 


Baltimore, Feb. 13. 

Four of the broadcasting and 
agency execs scheduled to partici- 
pate in the first annual regional 
television seminar being staged 
here this weekend by WAAM, indie 
video outlet, will find themselves 
on TV. Station has cleared time 
to televise the speeches of Charles 
Underhill, CBS-TV general man- 
ager; William I. Kaufman, NBC-TV 
casting director; Robert Saudek, 


erts, script editor for BBD&O. 

Seminar is to emphasize “Career 
Opportunities in TV,” with an in- 
Vited audience of 100 college stu- 
‘dents and newspapermen present. 
Seminar tees off Friday night (16) 
‘with a dinner at which Dr. Allen 
B. DuMont, prez of DuMont Labs, 
| will survey the video industry, an- 
alyze its present position and pre- 
dict what may happen in the years 
to come. Other speakers are to 
ibe heard Saturday. 


ABC veepee, and Edward B. Rob- | 


WEINTRAUB I 





Young & Rubicam, which over 
|a period of years invariably battled 
| it out with J. Walter Thompson for 
|topdog position among agencies 
| with top billings and number of 
| half-hours represented in network 
|radio programming, has _§ also 
|moved into the No. 1 spot in TV. 
| However, replacing JWT in the 
|runnerup position in video is the 
William Weintraub agency, which 
never shared that kind of stature 
|in the radio picture. (Weintraub 
| moves closer toward the leadership 
in the late spring when “Amos 'n’ 
Andy” goes TV.) 

Y&R is currently represented by 
| eight and three-quarter hours of 
| network programming, while the 
Weintraub agency trails close be- 
hind with seven hours and 45 min- 
utes. Major contributing factor in 
the case of Weintraub is the five 
full hours of “Broadway Open 
House” sponsored by Anchor Hock- 
ing Monday (through Friday, 11 
_P.m. to midnight en NBC-TV). 
In terms of weekly station hours, 
| Y & R also leads with 335, w 
| Weintraub maintains the No. 
| spot with 27512 hours. 


| oy & R’s big TV pull breaks’ 
down as follows: 





“Arthur Godfrey Talent Scouts,” | 


| sponsored by Lipton Tea, 30 min- 
utes; “Goldberg,” sponsored by 
| General Foods, 30 minutes; ‘“Holi- 
day Hotel,” sponsored by Pack- 
ard, 30 minutes; ‘We, 
| People,” 
| minutes; . 
| house,” 
| minutes; 


“Pulitzer Prize Play- 
sponsored by Schlitz, 60 
“Bigelow Theatre,” spon- 


| sored by Bigelow Carpet, 30 min-'| 


| utes; “Paul Whiteman Show,” spon- 
sored by Goodyear, 30 minutes; 
“Aldrich Family,” sponsored by 
bo Foods, 30 minutes; Fred 
ring’ Show, sponsored by 
bese J Electric, 60 minutes; Bert 
Parks show, sponsored three after- 
| Seams a week, 90 minutes; ‘‘Suc- 
| cess Story,” sponsored by Interna- 
tional Silver, twice a week, 30 min- 
utes; Kate Smith, sponsored by) 
| General Foods five times a week, | 
75 minutes. 
Weintraub scorecard reads: 
“Broadway Open House,” spon- 


hours; “Ellery Queen,” sponsored 
by Kaiser-Frazer, 
“Roller Derby,” sponsored by 
Blatz, 45 minutes; “Faith Baldwin 
Theatre of Romance” sponsored by 
Maiden-Form, every other Satur- 
day for 30 minutes; “Two Girls 
| Somes Smith,” sponsored by Bab- 
| bitt Co., 30 minutes; “I Cover 
Times Square,” sponsored by 
Airwick, 30 minutes. 








the | 
sponsored by Gulf, 30, 


sored by Anchor-Hocking five full | 


30 minutes; 


BEATRICE LILLIE TO SUB 
ON BOB HOPE’S TV SHOW 


'I doubt if there was a single set 


NBC television this week set 
| Beatrice Lillie to fill in for Bob 


“Comedy Hour” in the latter’s next 
regularly-scheduled shot on the 
program, March 18. Hope report- 
edly is tied up on the Coast with 
film commitments and so will not 
be able to come east for a video 
show until April 15. 


_in the city not tuned to the hear- |. 


Hope as star of its Sunday night | ings. 


Pacting of Miss Lillie completes | 
the ‘Comedy Hour” lineup for the | 


next month. Bobby Clark takes 
over Sunday (18) for his version 
of “Would-Be Gentleman,” with 


Eddie Cantor set to fill his regular | 


slot the following week (25). 
Tony Martin-Milton Berle-Andrews 

Sisters show has been scheduled 
| for March 4 and the second Abbott 
| & Costello stanza for the following 
week, March 11. 





| Merriwell Crashes TV 


| Frank Merriwell series 5f dime. 


novels by Burt L. Standish is being 
made into a vidpic series by Tony 
London and Ira Uhr. Under the 
firm name of Frank Merriwell En- 
terprises, pair will lens TV films at 
Eagle Lion studios on the Coast. 
Merriwell tomes sold an esti- 
mated 125,000,000 copies before 


Street & Smith discontinued them | 


jin 1925. 


The. 


Y &R’S 834 BRS. TV LEADERSHIP 





‘Sat Nite Revue in 





Trendex Top 10 

Following are the 10 top 
rated television shows for the 
first week in February, as rated 
by Trendex in its 20-city sur- 
vey: 
Texaco Star Theatre (NBC) 
Talent Scouts (CBS) 
Show of Shows (NBC)... 
Fireside Theatre (NBC).. 
Comedy Hour (NBC)... 
Philco Playhouse (NBC). . 
Lights Out (NBC) 
Martin Kane (NBC) 
Man Against Crime (CBS) 
Godfrey & Friends (CBS) 


Kefauver Quiz 
Huge Detroit 


ur 


CMI D YUH WY 











i Rating Puller 


Detroit, Feb. 13. 


Estimated greatest audience that 
| television has ever commanded in 
the Detroit area last week (8-9) 
watched the Mefauver Senate 
Crime Committee hearings into un- 
| derworld activities in the automo- | 
tive business. 


Television station switchboards | 
were flooded with congratulatory 
comments on the excellence of the | 
spot coverage and camera work and 
praise for the public service per- 
formed in cancelling commercial 
shows to keep the cameras trained 
|on Detroit hoodlums as_ they 
| squirmed and wept in the drama- 
packed question-and-answer quiz. 


Two sations, WWJ-TV_ and 
| WJBK-TV, kept their cameras on 
| the scene from early morning un- 
| til late in the afternoon, with one 
| break for lunch. Pictures of the 
| hoodlum’s mansions, police photo- | 
| 8raphs and records and photostated 
copies of evidence, were shown to. 
| the TV audience in many cases be- 
| fore they were handed to wit-' 
nesses. 


The one night session, however, | 
was not televised. Station spok es- | 
men explained that arrangements | 
had not been made early enough 
'to cancel network shows. Switch- 
boards were so flooded with calls 
asking stations to continue televiz- | 


ing the proceedings into the eve- | 
ning hours that they actually were | 


shut down. WJBK-AM, however, 
provided full coverage of the night 
session. 

Harry Bannister, manager of 
WW4J-TV, declared “The hearings 
were the most terrific show De- 
troit has ever seen. They were the 
high point in television in this area. 


Richard E. Jones, veepee 
and general manager of WJBK-TV, 
said “I’ve never seen anything like 
it. This has been the most tremen- 
dous reaction that radio or tele- 
vision has ever experienced.” 


‘Uncle Wip’ Fades Off 
Philly Radio After 29 
Years; Switches to Vv 


Philadelphia, Feb. 13. 
The “Uncle Wip” program, old- 
est children’s radio show in the 
world, switches to television next 
Monday (19). Program, which has 





been continuously in the same eve- | 


ning slot at WIP since 1922, will 


drop the radio segment in favor of | 
a 


three-times-weekly show on 
WFIL-TV. 

Pertinence is given the switch | 
by the fact that Uncle Wip’s radio 
outlet, WIP, is a wholly-owned sub- 
sidiary of Gimbel Bros., sponsors 
of the program. Gimbels will con- 
tinue its sponsorship on video. 


It is known that WIP’s sales de- | 


partment worked hard for months | 
to save the evening spot, and there | 


(Continued on pag. 30) 


Sponsor Trouble; 


AUNNE RIP con Crosley, Snow Crop, Campbell in Exit 


NBC-TV’s “Saturday Night Re- 
vue” ran into considerable sponsor 
difficulty this week, with Snow 
|Crop Marketers ankling as one of 
the major participating bankrollers 
and Crosley serving notice that it 
| will bow out soon, probably at the 
end of the current cycle. Camp- 
| bell’s Soups, which had bankroll :d 
ithe first half-hour of the two-and-a- 
‘half hour weekly program, also 
pulls out soon, which will leave the 
major part of the show unspon- 
| sored. 

Snow Crop reportedly bowed out 
for marketing reasons, or the basis 
'that it had been plugging bargain 


(buys for its products on Satur- 
day night, whereas most of the 
‘stores selling those products are 
closed on Sundays. As for Cros- 


ley, the company is said to believe 
|that because of the war-enforced 
|shortage of materials, it cannot 
|commit itself for a 13-week run 
on any radio or TV show. Crosley 
jis expected to confine its bankroll- 
ling activities henceforth to spot 
campaigns and, it’s believed, repre- 
sents the first of many such bank- 
rollers who will exit broadcasting 
| for similar reasons. 

| Snow Crop ankling, meanwhile, 
‘set in motion a wholesale reshuffle 
of segments on the show by the 
other bankrollers. Crosley, which 
had bankrolled the final half-hour, 
|takes over the time formerly held 
by Snow Crop, from 9 to 9:3vu p. m., 
| until the end of its current cycle. 
| Swift, which had two participating 
| spots on the “Jack Carter Show,’ 
the first hour of “Revue,” is moving 
\into the time being vacated by 
Crosley. Three participants in the 
9:30 to 10 segment are remaining 
in their current slots. 


With Campbell's having decided 
recently to drop its hold on the first 
| half-hour of the Carter show, the 
realignment of sponsors leaves the 
Carter stanza virtually open. Lehn 
& Fink, however, are reportedly 
near the inking stage for the 8 to 
8:15 p. m. slot on the program and 
the web claims to have a waiting 
list for participants on the 8:30 to 
9 segment. 


Andrews Sis Quit 
Radio for Video 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 


Andrews Sisters step before the 
vidfitm cameras at Hal Roach stu- 
dios this week to make a one-shot 
telepic that may develop into their 
future television vehicle. Trio is 
devoting all future energies to 
video, vacating “Club 15” program 
on March 23 to ready for the 
switch. 

Telefilm to be made this week 
will be beamed on NBC as a one- 
shotter under a deal made with 
RCA veepee Manie Sachs. It will 
be a situation layout with plenty 
of room for vocal routines. Trio 
also is set for a one-shot “revue- 
type program over CBS, but man- 
|}ager Lou Levy isn’t too keen on 
ithe idea, feeling that it wouldn't 
| hold up properly. 
| “Club 15” bowout, arranged 
| amicably with W ird-Wheelock 
agency and sponsor Campbell's 
Soup, comes after three-and-one- 

half years on the program. Con- 


(Continued on page 34) 


Garrison Vice Army-Bound 
Keith on ‘Show of Shows’ 


With NBC television director Hal 
Keith having been recalled to ac~ 
‘tive duty with the Army, Greg Gar- 
rison has been assigned to replace 
|him as director on the Saturday 
‘night “Your Show of Shows.” Gar- 











‘rison will continue his directing 
chores three times a week on the 
'web’s daytime “Kate Smith Show.’ 

Keith, who served as an intelli- 
gence officer in the Pacific during 
| World War II, returns to the Army 
jin his former rank of captain. 
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Thirteen weeks ago, The Big Show, radio’s greatest all star variety program, with 


Tallulah Bankhead as MC, premiered on NBC Sunday 6-7:30 PM. Three weeks later, a 


letter addressed simply to Tallulah Bankhead, America, was mailed in Cumberland, Md. It 


was delivered to her at NBC in two days... Proof of the tremendous appeal of this unpre- 


dictable lady and of the immediate, nation-wide impact of The Big Show. 


Since then NBC has received thousands of letters — a great many of them from TV 


areas—all raves for darling Tallulah and her great new show. Some samples: 


Dear Tallulah: 


... Your show is the finest entertainment on the air today, 


... Never in my whole life have I enjoyed any radio or 
television show nearly as much. 


... Jt is a wonderful thing — talent. To come into thou- 
sands of homes, as you do, bringing the warm, human 
thoughts and emotions ...bringing laughter... dispel- 
ling loneliness. 


‘ 


... We refer to your radio program as THE BIGGEST SHOW 
not simply THE BIG SHOW. 


... One of the rare bits of adult entertainment on the air 
waves today. 


IT’S A CRYING SHAME that a show with such an 
enthusiastic response isn’t sold out. But here it is 13 weeks 
old and the first half hour—Sunday 6-6:30 PM—is still 
available for sale. 

Week after week The Big Show presents a roster of 
star names bigger than any in radio or television, such as 
Jimmy Durante, Eddie Cantor, Ed Wynn, Bob Hope, 
Groucho Marx, Martin & Lewis, Frankie Laine, Ezio 
Pinza, Judy Holliday, Fanny Brice, Judy Garland. The 
unbelievably low cost for this matchless talent: $8,820 
gross per week for one half hour. 

It’s had smash reviews, like the one in The Billboard 
which called it “the biggest radio series by all odds this 
year, and likely of all time.” 

Even our competitors, the magazines, have praised 
it. Collier’s wrote an “unabashed plug” for The Big Shew 


on its editorial page and called the selection of Tallulah 
Bankhead for MC ‘“‘the most progressive step that radio 
has taken since the loud-speaker replaced headphones.” 
Look said “The Big Show has knocked the country for a 
loop. So has Tallulah,” 

Its audience is just about the fastest growing in all 
radio—up 81% in six weeks according to Nielsen. 

The time period, Sunday 6-6:50 PM, gets an-adver- 
tiser on the air before the heavy competition starts. Best 
of all, most of it is figured at daytime rates, $10,692.20 net 
per week for a full NBC network. 

The total cost for 30 minutes of showbusiness at its 
best is $19,512.20 per week. Where else in all advertising 
can you find a bargainlike that? Frankly we're embarrased. 

To relieve our embarrassment, and to give your 1951 
advertising a solid start, let us tell you about the best buy 
tn town—The Big Show, Sunday 6-6:30 PM on NBC. 


production 
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STATION 60 a 

With Dr. Roger Howells, Constance 
Oppen, Sheldon Goldstein 

Producer: Northrop Dawson, Jr. 

Writer: Mayo Simon 

60 Mins.; Tues. (13), 5 p.m. 

KUOM, Minneapolis 


One of the first documentary 
presentations of an actual psychia- 
tric clinic in operation and the 
psychiatric therapy employed in a 
particular true-to-life case on 
radio, this drama produced by 
non-commercial U. of Minnesota 
station KUOM is one of 14 tran- 
scribed radio shows comprising 
the school’s centennial celebration 
contribution. It impresses as a 


dramatic, engrossing work, espe-| 


cially considering its subject mat- 
ter, which packs considerable emo- 
tional wallops. This is due to the 
skill of its producer, writer and 
cast, as well as its subject. 


It’s the true case-history, from 
the university hospital files, of a 
16-year-old girl whose deafness was 
correctly diagnosed as due to an 
emotional disturhance instead of 
a physical defect. Moving with 
cumulative interest and consider- 
able suspense to a strong climax, 
it depicts how the situation was 
analyzed and then the various steps 
taken in the successful treatment. 
Designed to publicize the univer- 
sity’s service to the state’s citizenry 
in the mental hygiene field, it 
proves to be entertainment of a 
high order as well as informative 
as to what the school is doing for 
the emotionally disturbed, and 
how such cases, requiring psy- 
chiatric treatment, are handled. 

“Station 60,” the show’s title, is 
derived from the name of the uni- 
versity’s hospital psychiatric clin- 
ic where the actual action oc- 
curred. The show has been tran-| 
scribed in two 30-minute parts for | 
those stations which, because of 
time limitations or preference, de- 
sire to limit any single dramatic 
presentation. On KUOM it was of- 
fered as a single complete 60- 
minute drama. The show undoubt- 
edly would be highly adaptable for 
TV and might provide radio sta- 
tions outside of Minnesota with 
something novel in the way of a 
dramatic offering. 

The first 30 minutes concern the 
diagnostic phases, a series of short 
scenes having to do with the girl’s 
transfer from the state school for 
the deaf to the hospital after 
difficulties with other pupils, con- 
ferences among parents, psychia- 
trists, psychologists, ete., and the 
use of an emotional measuring 
machine that, together with physi- 
cal examination of 
leads to the diagnosis that her ail- 
ment has no physical basis, but is 
attributable to an emotional prob- 
lem arising from certain repres- 
sions. 

During the final 30 minutes the 
treatment and cure are dramatized. 
The 16-year-old patient is made 
to realize that her problem is emo- 
tional. There are stirring scenes 
between the doctor and the girl 
while the treatment progresses. 
Even comedy relief isn’t over- 
looked, some of the girl’s ques- 
tions affording laughs. Constance 
Oppers proves herself an actress 
of no mean emotional ability in 
the role of the patient. As the 


RADIO REVIEWS 


Streibert, Fineshriber 
Take to Air (WOR) To 
Answer Listener Beefs 


Theodore C. Streibert, MBS 
board chairman and WOR (N. Y.) 
prez, and William Fineshriber, Jr., 
Mutual program veepee, last week 
‘answered listeners’ gripes against 
‘radio on WOR’s “Barbara Welles” 





SWEENEY AND MARCH SHOW 
With Bob Sweeney, Hal March; 
George Ansbro, announcer; Rosa 
Rio, organist 
Director: Henry Dick 
Writers: Sid Dorfman, Jim 
Fritzell 
10 Mins.; Mon-Fri., 12:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC, from New York 
Bob Sweeney .and Hal March, 
who have been doing an early 
morning deejay show on WJZ, have 
added this 10-minute cross-the- 





Inside Stuff—Radio 


Annual radio and television awards of the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews for “outstanding contributions to mutual under. 
standing and respect among American racial and religious groups” were 
announced yesterday (Tues.). 


Six AM awards are: network series, “Horace Heidt’s Youth Oppor- 
tunity Program,” CBS; single network program, UN Radio Division’s 
“Document A-777,” MBS; individual radio personality, Ted Cott, gen. 
eral manager of WNBC and WNBT, N. Y., for his “New Freedom Docu- 
ments” vidpic shorts; individual stations, KPOJ, Portland, Ore., WAVE 


show. Pair did a good job in re-| hoard stint. It makes a fairly good 
|plying to the public’s beefs as €x-| show, each episode having its own 


Louisville, and WEEI, Boston. 


the patient | 


pressed in letters to the femme 
gabber. 

Most frequent complaints were 
'that bridge music was too loud on 
‘dramatic airers and that announc- 
ers didn’t have good enough dic- 
tion. On the latter point Streibert, 
former dean of the Harvard Busi- 
ness School, and _ Fineshriber, 
quondam instructor at Princeton, 


said that while correct English is | 


desirable, less formal approach and 
personal idiosyncrasies’ in 
guage are generally liked by 
dialers as being expressive of a 
performer’s personality. Faultiess 
speech, they averred, would sound 
automatic and unreal. 

The broadcasters admitted that 
overloud music was a problem and 


said engineers and artistic direc- | 


tors striving for dramatic contrasts 
were to blame. Fineshriber point- 
ed out that music which sounds too 
loud on smaller receivers comes 
over okay on the _ higher-fidelity 
equipment used in control rooms. | 


Tele awaml went to DuMont’s “Captain Video.” 

Kudos will be made during Brotherhood Week, Feb. 18-25. Dr, 
| Everett Clincy, NCCJ prez, said AM and TV “have responded with 
| their tremendous facilities, experience, talent and know-how in reach- 
| ing a mass-audience” with messages of truth and understanding. 





‘comedy payoff and the serial for- 
‘mat allowing for character devel- 
‘opment and cliff-hanger audience 
| buildup. 

Sweeney and -March are pre- 
i'sented as a couple of smalltown 
| boys trying to make ends meet in 
|the big city. They know their way 
laround a script. Sweeney is por- 





CBS last week waived strict application of its policy of dismissing 
| those employees refusing to sign its loyalty questionnaire when it ac- 
| cepted a fetter from gabber John K. M. McCaffery. 


lan- | 


trayed as innocent but_ simple, | 
with a wacky streak, and March is | 
the practical and conniving, but 
bungling, partner. On the show 


rent. A SUI 
tuous dinner, but at curtain time 


ithe grocer shut off their credit. 


i'That obvious ending was tele- 


graphed. 


Pacing was somewhat slow and | 
Yet 


the gags were somewhat. thin. 
there’s enough humor and appeal 
in the characters to make the 
series distinctive from the tradi- 
tional soaper and participationer 
daytime diet. Bril. 


caught Thursday (8) duo was try-| 
‘ing to figure a way of appeasing | 
‘the landlady without paying the | 
They invited her to a sump-| 


McCaffery, who discussed his stand personally with CBS v.p. Joseph 
H. Ream, had written that he is a practicing Catholic, opposed to Com- 
/'munism, has never been a member of any subversive group and has 
been on record for the outlawing of the Communist party by law. In 
his reply to McCaffery, Ream stated that McCaffery had given the 
information asked for and more. CBS exec added that to insist on 
inking the printed questionnaire would be “a sterile insistence upon 
form rather than substance.” 





Just as “hiatus” has become a common trade term, so has ‘“em- 
pathy.” 

CBS is responsible for bringing the relatively obscure “hiatus” into 
| the everyday radio usage when that web some 10 or 12 years ago es- 
| tablished the summer vacation for clients wanting to hold a certain 
| time period for only 39 weeks. (At the time, trade papers had to run 
| Webster’s definition of the word.) 


| Latest word to catch on is “empathy” (Webster: imaginative projec- 
| tion of one’s own consciousness into another being) as a result of Leo 


As an experiment, he related, Mu-| g¢eeeeeeroororrers ss + ¢¢4e | Burnett's trade ad in VaRIETY’s Anniversary Number, titled, “Hooper- 


tual had its directors monitor | 
shows on $10 sets in the control | 
booths. 

Although Mutual has no soap | 
operas, many listeners suggested | 
that radio cut down on the daytime | 
serials and add more longhair mu- 
sic. Streibert answered that, while 
there were several such letters, | 
these are not typical. “We don’t} 
have many soap operas on our net- | 
work,” he said, “not because we | 
don’t want them but because we | 


‘can’t get them. We're competing | 


against other networks which do | 
have soap operas, and if we thought | 
classical music were the answer | 
we'd have more of it. But surveys 
have shown that most listeners 
don’t feel that way.” 

Another beef was that = an- 
nouncers speak too loudly and 
quickly. Streibert and Fineshriber 


said that this was gradually being | 


corrected as announcers and spon- 
sors learn that more and more 
| listeners like the intimate, relaxed 


| approach that Arthur Godfrey typi- 
| fies. Bril. 





| HITS OF ALL TIMES 

With Eddie Clark, George Stump 
| Producer: Stump 

| 30 Mins., 1 p.m., Mon.-thru-Fri. 

| Participating 

KCKN, Kansas City 

| Mid-day half-hour is now in its 
‘ninth year as a prominent regular 
'among KCKN’s plentitude of 
‘record shows, but has recently 
‘undergone some changes which 


Radio Followups 


oos s- - RASS OOOOO- 


“The Big Show” program last 
Sunday (11) was one of the smooth- 
est and funniest in the hep series, 


| with an impressive array of talent 
| delivering to the hilt. The comedy 


contingent comprised Groucho 
Marx, Martin & Lewis and Joan 
Davis, and on the_ singing side 
there were the Andrews Sisters, 
Judy Garland, Gordon MacRae 
and Dean Martin. And, of course, 
for the wrapup there was Tallulah 
Bankhead. La Bankhead really did 
a yeoman’s job, handling the 
intros, giving and taking with the 


|interplay of gags and insults, de- 


‘livering a dramatic monolog, and 
even singing. She had her hands 
a little too full with Marz, who 
kept wandering off and on the 
script to her amused exasperation. 
Tallulah was boffola in a comic 
song duo with Miss Davis, “Here 
‘Comes The_ Springtime.” She 
delivered Dorothy Parker's dra- 
matic monolog, “A Telephone 
Call,” very effectively, and read 
Abraham Lincoln’s letter to Mrs. 


| Schmooper—it’s his empathy we’re wild about.” 





Rudy Vallee’s acceptance of the position of executive v.p. of Coffee 
| Time Products of America, Inc., Boston organization launching Coffee 
Time, a carbonated beverage, will find him traveling the country set- 
ting up franchises. Beverage is made from coffee bean extract. Vallee, 
|of course, won’t give up his show biz activities. 








George Hamilton Combs, covering the Interstate Commerce Com- 
_mission hearings on the Woodbridge railroad tragedy for WMGM, N. Y,, 
last week took over the mike solo when a 10-minute intermission was 
announced. However, it turned out to be a 50-minute time-out, and 
Combs had to fill in during the long span, sans notes, with an ad lib 
recap of the wreck and the probe proceedings. 





Broadcasting and film department éf the National Council of 
Churches (formerly the Protestant Radio Commission) has added three 
specialists in religious broadcasting. 
| Rev. Charles Schmitz, AM-TV head of the American Baptist Con- 
vention, joins the department as education director. Arthur Austin, 
former production director at NBC and Compton agency, will be special 
events director. Richard M. Gray, who has worked for the British 
Broadcasting Corp. and British film companies, including British In- 
ternational, Condor Film Corp. and Victoria Films, will handle special 
arrangements in tele. 


| Dr. Truman B. Douglass, vice-chairman of the NCC department, also 


announced the resignation of Rev. Harold Quigley, former special 
events director, who is returning to the ministry. 





| Radio Writers Guild has made a clean sweep of National Labor Rela- 


doctor, Sheldon Goldstein merits have decked it out with a new for- 


Bixby (who lost five sons in the tions Board elections in six units, the news and continuity depart- 
Civil War) simply and movingly.;ments at CBS, NBC and ABC. There were only three dissenting 
Marx’s takeoff on the “Tele-| Votes. Union has thereby completed its NLRB certification process. 
phone Call,” in which the full cast , 
joined, was very funny. He!_ Mutual this week sent out embossed St. Valentine’s Day greetings to 
brought back his phantom Plebo | 7,000 ad and agency execs. Theme was.that more people love Mutual, 
commercials, and the routine again | with A. C. Nielsen data for December, ’50, showing a 9.48°% increase 
was sock. Miss Davis had some! over the same period the previous year in families to all sponsored 
good gags allotted to her for a/ programs (both day and night) on the web. MBS, says the computation, 

change, and in her song with Tallu | was the only chain to show an increase. 

was a honey. Jerry Lewis ran 
Marx a close race for top com- 
edy honors, so that in one piace 











high praise, too. Other members 
of the cast also are more than 
adequate. Everything done as far 
as writing, direction and acting 
are concerned apparently was with 
an eye out for realism. In con- 
sequence, the listener has the il- 
lusion he’s really in attendance 
during the proceedings. Rees. 


INTERNATIONAL QUIZ 

With Gene King, Lionel Gamlin 
Producer: Henry Lundquist 

30 Mins.; Mon., 9:30 p.m, 
Sustaining 

WCOP, Boston 

A new entry in the buildup for 

friendship across the seas, is this 
transcribed weekly half-hour battle 
of wits between panels of students 
from a local college and an Eng- 
lish University. With Gene King, 
WCOP program director, quizzing 
the Britishers and Lionel Gamlin, 
BBC announcer, tossing queries at 
the local contestants,’ format foul- 
lows standard procedure. Points 
are awarded for all questions an- 
swered correctly and on program 
caught, boys of Edi:burgh Univer- 
sity outpointed the Wellesley Col- 
legs gals by eight points, which 
prompted King to quip, “at least 
we're prettier.” 

‘Questions run the gamut from 
King’s request for overseas con- 
tingent to find the common de- 
nominator between Siegfried, Cun- 
ard and Romeo's Blandishments, 
answer, Lines; to Gamlin’s query, 
“Of what country was Good King 
Wenceslaus, King?” King and 
Gamlin handle the two-way quiz- 
mastering in friendly, informal 
fashion and show should nab a 


fair segment of quiz lovers, espe-/or solid rating. 


cially in the collegiate bracket. 
Show is also heard over — 
lie. 


. 


‘mat. Mainly the change has been 
‘to turn the platter chatter over to 
.a team of disk men, and thereby 
revamp the mood of the show to- 
_ward a more informal makeup. 


| As the title suggests the veteran 
show includes the proven hits and 
| Standards, the records best known 
| by the listening public. Over the 
years this has developed into a 
great variety, not only the out- 
standing pops, jives and standards, 
but also the revivals, light opera 
and even classical numbers. This 
wide variety and the established 
popularity cf the music has a great 
deal to do with the steady Hooper 
‘of the show. 


Pressings are embellished by 
conversation between Eddie Clark 
and George Stump, both old hands 
/with popular music. They throw 
\in sidelights, general and _ back- 
'ground information, and items of 
special interest about the particu- 
lar version, the artists, song- 
writers, etc. Stump, who selects 
the music for the show, has a 
,wealth of knowledge which runs 
‘more to the standard and general 
jtunes. Clark’s forte is more in 
the field of jazz and jive, and be- 
| tween the two the tunes are well 
,covered. Outside of reviewing the 
day’s selections before going on 
the air, the chatter is ad-libbed, 
contributing to the informal mood. 
Generally they take the straight- 
forward approach, but if comedy 
crops up they give it the play. 





One concession to tunes of the | 


| day is a mid-program feature, the 
| Hit of the Week. This is a new 
/or recent release, one which is fig- 
ured to have the makings of a hit 


Listeners are 


latter was constrained to marvel 
that he had been reduced to a 
straight man for Lewis. 

Martin, in addition to acting as 


/well done and should result in an 
increase of plasma giving. 

| Rest of the show included some 
\interesting actuality material, such 
as the reports on the Woodbridge, 


| 

'YOU CAN’T SCARE US 

| With Whitney Bolton, Leo Mish- 
kin, Tom Brophy, Frana Klein, 
Joe Michaels, emcee; Guy Wal- 
lace, announcer 


worthy Lewis foil, also sang several |N. J., railroad wreck, the singing | Producer: Lou Frankel 
numbers well. MacRae was highly of Puerto Rican soldiers in Korea | Director: Irving Rabinowitz 


effective with his rendition of 
“Bess,” while Miss Garland wasn’t 
too happy with her number, “Get 
Happy.” The Andrews Sisters 
warbled a medley of their song 
hits. Meredith Willson led his 
orchestra and chorus through a 
rousing version of “Joshua Fit the 
Battle,” and the entire group of 
stars and ensemble joined in a 
medley of Valentine’s Day love 
songs, before the windup ‘‘May 
The Good Lord Bless You” theme. 





CBS’ “Hear It Now” presented 
a 25-minute documentary on the 
need for blood donations on the 
hour-long stanza Friday (9). 


of the biography of a pint of blood. 


unnamed city as a man gave it to 
|the Red Cross, through its plane 
trips to California, Hawaii, Tokyo, 
Pusan and finally its’ being given 
to a corporal with a lung wound 
in Korea. There were some mov- 
ing moments, particularly effec- 
tive being the labored breathing of 
the wounded GI and the words of 
his grandmother in the states 
when she was told his life had 
‘been saved. 

Documentary also included the 
painful words of soldiers saved by 
transfusions, and appeals 
pledges of blood by Bob Hope, 
|General Ridgeway and Vice-Presi- 
| dent Barkley. 





It was all highgrade radio revue. 


It | 
was a dramatic job in the form! 


This followed the blood from an | 


for | 


j}and the posthumous honors paid 
ito a Memphis Negro soldier killed 


| in battle. Congressional debate 
over Gen. Eisenhcwer’s foreign 
‘policy report was. covered, al- 


though the “Hear” staff's comment 
| backing his stand against Sena- 
‘torial criticism constituted edi- 
|torialization in what is presented 
as a straight factual document. 


ms — 


Station Sales 


| Continued from page 21. 


Michael J. Cuneen, of Bradford, 
Pa., and Joseph V. Lentini, of 








| 








Tnvolved is majority stockholdings 


oi Dr. Benjamin Ginzburg and 
Solomon W. Petchers. 
Transaction involving $42,000 


was handled by Blackburn-Hamil- 
ton Co. 





KWBE’s 54G Transfer 
Beatrice, Neb., Feb. 13. 

Five minority stockholders of 
KWBE here will buy the controll- 
ing interest now held by John 
Thorwald in the MBS affiliate, 
' subject to FCC approval. Transac- 
| tion involving $54,544 was handled 
| by Blackburn-Hamilton Co., radio 
and newspaper brokers. 

Stockholders seeking to up their 





Local cut-in was! Share in the 250-watter are Merle. 


asked to comment by postcard on made with phone numbers of the G. Hones, Marion Morton, Thos. 


this, a means of measuring the re- 
ception given the show. Quin, 


bey Red Cross banks. The frank 


E. Adams, Jr., H. E. Dole and Joe 


and near-frightening piece was, D. Goldberg. 


jj toms. 





Buffalo, subject to FCC approval. | 


| Writer: Michaels 
|30 Mins.; Fri., 10:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 
|_WFDR (FM), New York 
This program shapes up as an 
entertaining stanza, and consider- 
|ing that it’s beamed on a local 
'FM outlet is a notable effort. 
_Airer is a panel show on which 
|the team has to explain the origins 
_of various superstitions and cus- 
They tackle such questions 
as why men’s clothes look the way 
they do, where the word “bogey- 
man” comes from, why some 
/women won't sweep floors at night 
‘and why people in Cornwall eat 
fish from the tail toward the head. 
Panelites on Friday (9) were 
Whitney Bolton, McNaught Syndi- 
‘cate columnists; Leo Mishkin, 
\Morning Telegraph critic; AM-TV 
performer Tom _ Brophy; and 
|/WFODR staffer Frana Klein. They 
|Kept the conversational ball roll- 
ing and showed a fair knowledge 
of folklore, customs and common 
nonsense. Some of the queries 
such as the origin of the names 0 
‘months and days, produced inter- 
esting gab. <A few others, how- 
ever, were too exotic to be of gen- 
eral appeal. Yet the series adds 
‘up to an informative, educational 
,entry with a good helping of 
‘humor and anecdota. Participants 
|answers are checked by an erudite 
‘voice tagged “The Sphinx.” Lat- 
ter’s contribution would have been 
|better if it was fuller, and his 
over-cultured diction lacked the 
light touch it presumably was sup- 
| posed to have. ril. 
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GIANNI SCHICCHI 

(NBC-TV Opera Theatre) 

With Ralph Herbert, Virginia Has- 
kins, Robert Marshall, Jean 
Handzlick, Kenneth Smith, Paul 
Ukena, others 

Producer: Samuel Chotzinoff 

Director: Charles Polacheck 

Music and artistic director: Peter 
Herman Adler 

Adaptor: Townsend Brewster 

60. Mins:; Sun, (11), 3 p.m. 

Sustaining 

NBC-TV, from N. Y. 

NBC-TV’s Opera Theatre demon- 
strated again how much video can 
benefit opera in its presentation of 
Puccini's “Gianni Schicchi’” Sunday 


An hour of slam-bang musical 
mayhem was unleashed on NBC- 


and his ‘‘Musical Depreciation Re- 
vue” bowed in on video. Jones and 
his crew, relying for the most part 
'on the madcap arrangements which 
have pushed some of their disks 





with lowdown slapstick from the 


(11). Way the cameras moved in| old school. That there’s a ready 
and around the singers and the audience for such antics has been 
set magnified the mood of the} proved by the SRO biz often 


work and made it palatable view- 
ing. But, unfortunately, the opera | 
itself was not a particularly wise 
choice for video’s requirements. 


racked up by the orch at its one- 
night personals, and Jones and his 
producer, Eddie Sobol (first direc- 
tor on Milton Berle’s “‘Texaco Star 


H. M. Crayon’s single setting, good Theatre”), wisely endowed _ the 
as it was, became monotonous after | show with full visual accoutre- 
awhile and the action was far too ments. 

static to achieve full TV impact. The orch nosedived into the 


Aside from that, however, the realm of poor taste several times, 
show was neatly staged and repre-| particularly in the emphasis placed 
sented a potent argument against on Laverne’ Pearson’s bouncing 
those who are currently claiming belly routine. For that, they de- 
that video pays too little attention serve to be slapped down. Other- 
to culture. Use of English lyrics wise the program evidenced fine 
made the action easily understand- | disciplining of the Jones shenani- 
able even to those viewers un- gans for the benefit of the home 
familiar with the original Puccini viewers, with the camera direction 
work, although the adaptation, as ‘supervised by Kingman Moore) 
scripted by Townsend Brewster, rating special mention for the way 
was spotty. Brewster did a good the lenses captured the right part 
job in matching his words to the Of the orch at just the right mo- 
melodic line but, in so doing, was Ment. And, with the show Jones 
often forced to use language that put on, that was quite an accomp- 
sounded corny and trite. lishment. 

Cast was in fine voice and, un- Among the high : : 
der the supervision of producer show | eee the singing of Gat 
Samuel Chotzinoff and director Robbins, subbing for Helen Grayco 
Charles Polacheck, succeeded in (Mrs. Jones), and Doodles Weaver's 
achieving the more subtle thesp- turn, ~ which he massacred én 
ing required by TV. Ralph Her- Ajax commercial but, in so doing, 


bert made for a good Schicchi, fey gg gh Fa Bese 
both vocally and  performance- than it's had to date on the series 
wise. Virginia Haskins and Rob- | Jones squeezed so much of his 
ert Marshall dittoed in both de- unique catalog into the preem that 
partments as the young lovers. 


it’s questionable how frequently 
he'll be able to hit TV. As a result, 
he'll probably be wise to space 
out his video shots. 


Jean Handzlick and Kenneth Smith 
topped the list of avaricious rela- 
tives of the dead Waldo. Orches- 
tra, under the direction of Peter 
Herman Adler, who is the guiding | 
light behind the NBC series, ! 
drowned out the lyrics at times 
but whether this was due to the 
audio technicians or the orch could | 
not be determined. 


Adler has been using this series 
to press home his argument, which 
is backed by NBC, that opera in, 
this country should be sung in! 
English. To further that point, the 
N. Y. Times’ music editor, Howard | 
Taubman, was spotted for about | 
10 minutes prior to the opera Sun- 
day with more arguments in favor 
of the move. Stal. 


“Toast of the Town,” on Sunday 
(11) exhibited a fairly good batch 
of talent, but show’s general tone 
was generally lacklustre. There 
wasn’t anything outstanding to 
cause any major excitement. 


Closest to a big moment on this 


ably the best low comedy team on 
the boards today. This time, the 
duo performed their hospital 
sketch, a highly amusing bit of 
dialect hoke. 

Dick Haymes also contributed a 





K BAR F CORRAL 

With Tex Atchison, Judy Hayden, 
Cass County Boys, John Braislin, 
James MacNamara, Toni Bell, | situations which generally aren’t 


Bud Morrow ls : , 
Preducer: Andy Kelly |in the vaudeo genre. In this show, 


Director: Joe Landis 
30 Mins.: Thurs., 8 p.m. 


registered well. 


antivenom Gettysburg Addresss Of course, if 
eae —2 - | wasn't an original idea and video 
sAC-EV, LOS Angeles. .. | fans dialing the circuits who hap- 
Latest entry into the outune cir- | pened to tune in on Raymond Mas- 
affair offering a handful of western | earlier on the ANTA Playhouse, 
warbling and brief spots of weak | inevitably made a few comparisons. 


comedy. It’s a low budgeter poor- | lan , ion held 
ly produced by Andy Kelly though | But Miss Anderson’s version held 


abe | up nicely. 
deriving the benefit of strong “The Maxwells, doubling out of 
camera direction from Joe Landis. 


: : ‘ “Peep Show,” laughs with their 
Starring Tex Atchison, layout reg ac ed Sigg Ree 


loosely ambles through 30-minutes 
with the aid of Judy Hayden, Cass | 
County Boys, John Braislin and 
James MacNamara. Atchison fails | 
to click as a strong enough person- 
ality to hold this one intact. His 


warbling is mediocre and fiddling | mn eas ner 
fair. Miss Hayden offers a pleas- Saturday's (10) edition of “Your 


. e 4 z A ~ anal? ¥ ‘ - 
ing voice and at times shows slight | Show of Shows” on NBC measured 


dramatic ability but not enough to UP to its usual high standards. This 


keep the “Corral” fences up. Cass, Max Liebman revue has con- 
“ " p. Ca sistently offered one of the more 


County Boys suffer from poor ‘ - 

choice of material. Braislin war- ae stanzas on the 

»les one number to satisfaction and SPCC J ae ee ae 

MacNamara runs through an okay One of the indications of its high 
” standards lies in the fact that some 


a lly commercials of the bits devised for this show 
filmed in good taste. have become classic. One of these 
repeats was performed on this dis- 
play. It’s the tramp ballet, orig- 
inally introduced to video on the 
Admiral show which Liebman also 
produced. 
| Sid Caésar and Imogene Coca 
- ,again hit it off well with their 
11:30 a.m, comedy work. Duo had their mo- 
ments in a domestic bit, and in- 
dividually Caesar provided some 
sports observations which hit a 
high laugh quotient, while Miss 
Coca kept up the top quality of this 


Hudson 
good moments with their ballroom 
work. The badminton display of 
Brant & Smith provided a modicum 
of excitement. 


are 
Free. 


JACK AND JILL VARIETIES 

With Bob Russell emcee 

Producers: Nat Lorman, Les Perry 

Director: Pete Molnar 

Writer: Edsard Ratner 

60 Mins.: Sun., 

Participating 

WPIX, N. Y. 
(Product Services) 

Show. which is pretty routine 
for a Sunday a.m. slot, features 
kids who make like grownups and 
is beamed at audience of kids and 
grownups who like same. Format 
devotes first half-hour, sponsored 
by Republic Television stores and 
Motorola, to a musical variety 
show with cast of talent school 
students, on this stanza (11! from 
the Starr-Allen Studios. Second 
half-hour, for which Crosley picks On the classic side, Robert Mer- 
up part tab, displays winners Of ;j}]} was in excellent voice for 
auditions staged at Republic Tele- 

(Continued on page 34) 


number depicting a gal who'd 
rather sit out a few dances. 

Talent roster of this stanza also 
contributed high calibre bits. Nelle 
Fisher and Jerry Ross did a tasty 
bit of terping and the Billy Wil- 
liams quartet kept up the pace with 
its harmony work. 


Valentine’s Farewell from “Faust” 
‘and Marguerite Piazza hit a nice 








eee 
stride with “Might. as Well Be 


Y _ Spring,” 
TV's “Colgate Comedy Hour” Sun- 
day night (11), when Spike Jones" 


Conferenciering was by Sarah 


Churchill, who showed up nicely” 


in this stint. The daughter of the 


| British wartime prime minister 


into the best-seller lists, came up | 


- 


spots on the} 


| 


! 


session was Smith & Dale, prob-| 





} 
| 
| 


endowed this role with a great deal 
of charm. 


CBS-TV’s “This Is Show Busi- 
ness” gave viewers a fine chance 
Sunday night (11) to appraise the 
talents of impressionist Florence 
Desmond. Show came on imme- 
diately after the close of NBC 
radio’s “Big Show” and Miss Des- 
mond satirized, among her subjects, 
Tallulah Bankhead, “Big Show’s” 
femcee. The similarity between 
the original and impersonation was 
terrif, with Miss Desmond catch- 
ing especially Tallu’s throaty vocal 
inflections. She also scored with 
her characterization of Claudette 
Colbert but missed on Jimmy 
Durante. Too, her lines were not 
as good as her impressions. 

Program, up to par for the 
course, also served as a virtual on- 
the-air audition for vocalist Yvette 
to wrap up the Vivian Blaine role 
in the forthcoming road company 
of “Guys and Dolls.” With “Guys” 
director George S. Kaufman and 
scripter Abe Burrows present on 
the show as panelists, Yvette chose 
to do a medley from the “Guys” 
score. She handled the tunes ex- 
ceptionally well, too, indicating 
she would be a good bet for the 
role. Third guest on the show was 
dancer Earl] Barton, who impressed 
with his fast-paced terping. 

Constance Bennett joined Kauf- 
man and Burrows as guest panelist 
but, as usual, they took most of 


the play away, along with modera- | 


tor Clifton Fadiman. That middle 
commercial for Lucky Strike, in- 
cidentally, has undergone a slight 
switch in that Snooky Lanson now 
makes his direct pitch to viewers 
ahead of the production routining, 
instead of afterwards. 


Alan Young wrapped up an en- 


tertaining show on CBS-TV Thurs- | 


day (8). Although this airer is seen 
by kinescope recording in the east, 
Young has a mature brand of com- 


edy and his bungling milquetoast | 


characterization has appeal. Some- 
times his deliberate pacing seems 


slow, particularly when compared | 
the rapidfire comedics of | 


with 
some other tele clowns, but gen- 
erally there are rewarding mo- 


pair of good moments with rendi-| ments on the stanza. Highspot last 
tions at the start of the show and a} week was a sketch in which he and 
production finale, both of which | Gloria De Haven played bashful 


boarding house neighbors, each 


Conferencier Ed Sullivan is one | making shy overtures to the other 
to take chances with talent and| with little success. Piece was un- 


folded quietly, but had a pleasant 
payoff. For contrast there was a 


jhe came out ahead with Judith | hectic clearance sale bit involving 
Anderson's recitation of Lincoln’s | Franklin Pagnborn. 


Young did 2 neat job on a mid- 
dle commercial in which he 
dreamed he was an Esso service- 
man. 





“Ford Theatre” on CBS-TV Fri- 


day (9) gave Walter Hampden and 
| Lillian Gish a fine vehicle in the 


Isabel Leighton-Bertram Bloch 


'play, “Spring Again,” which Guth- 


slow motion rube acrobatics, and | 
& Sharae showed some ' 


as -when first presented. 


rie McClintic produced on Broad- 
way in 1941. Video version, as 
edited by Lois Jacoby, deviated 
little from the original comedy. 
Story seemed as plausiblé today 
Good 


performances, especially those of 


stanza with her participation in 2, 


, Miss 


the principals, helped make the 
hour show interesting viewing. 

“Spring” is an amusing probe 
into the lives of a family composed 
of some striking characters. These 
include touchy o!ld Walter Hamp- 
den who reveres his Civil War vet 
father: Hampden’s — enterprising 
wife, Lillian Gish; their daughter, 
Haila Stoddard, and sundry other 
relatives and individuals. 

Marriage of Miss Stoddard’s 
daughter isn't going along too well 
financially, but the day is saved 
when Miss Gish helps the young 
couple with proceeds from a radio 
soap serial she authored. Mer ma- 
terial for the show came from the 
Civil War ancestor’s exploits. Later 
a film producer wants to buy the 
yarn, but she spurns the offer, 
preferring not to hurt hubby’s 
feelings. 

Hampden was ideally cast as the 
elderly gentleman while Miss Gish 
adroitly portrayed his helpmate. 
Stoddard had little trouble 
with the matronly qualities de- 
manded by her role. Pat Peardon 
and Stratton Walling were be- 
lievable as the young couple. 
Franklin Schaffner’s direction was 
good in this Garth Montgomery 
production. Withal. the piece 
probably had only mild appeal to 
youthful viewers but the older seg- 
ment of the at-home audience were 








Tele Followup Comment 





bound to have found the play ab- | 


| sorbing. 





“Sure as Fate” (CBS); starring | 


Judith Evelyn in ‘‘The Devil Takes 
a Bride,” drama wbout a 
daughter hate complex, must have 
recalled to many a certain similay- 
ity to “Angel Street,” in which 
Miss Evelyn was starred on Broad- 
way. Like ‘‘Angel Street,” it was 
a period piece, and in it Miss Eve- 


lyn played a_ character whose 
temerity was induced by specific 
fears. In the Broadway melo- 


drama, it was fear of her husband; 
in the TV play it was fear of her 
father. In the latter, however, her 
fear and hate grew to a point where 
she wrecked several lives in plot- 
ting the death of her father. 

Miss Evelyn achieved an increas- 
ing dimension as the 60-minute 
show unfolded, though she wasn't 
always believable in the transition 
from timid daughter to calculating 
plotter. Leslie Nielsen, as her 
lover, whom she gradually drew 
into her web of murder, was espe- 
cially fine. Elaine Ellis, as the 
girl whom Nielsen rejected for the 
love of Miss Evelyn, underplayed 
nicely. Lawrence Fletcher, as the 
father, was inelined to be stilted. 
possibly because he didn't seem 
mature enough for the role. The 
direction by John Peyser neatly 
maintained the mood of the piece. 
and the production was in ,good 
taste. 


Lester Bromberg, boxing writer 
for the N. Y. World-Telegram and 
Sun, reveals himself to be not onty 
an expert on the subject he writes 
about, but also an articulate gabber 
on the CBS-TV “Fight Followup” 


each @Wednesday night following 
the Pabst TV-cast of the fights. 
Bromberg is teamed with Vin 


Scully, CBS sports commentator. 

Last Wednesday night (7), fol- 
lowing the Carter-Basseti fight. 
they had as a special guest Fritzi 
| Zivic, former welterweight champ, 
iin a three-way discussion of the 
|forthcoming Ray Robinson - Jake 
|LaMotta middleweight champion- 
ship match. Zivic came through 
with an interesting analysis of the 
| fighters’ styles, in as much as he 
| had fought Robinson twice and L»- 
| Motta four times. But back to 
Bromberg: the sports scribe has 
frequently had to fill in, extem- 
poraneously, up to 30 minutes of 
talk when the fight broadcast 
ended abruptly because of a 
kayo, and each time he has had 
a sufficiency of subject matter to 
keep the visual audience inter- 
ested. And, what’s important, he 
discusses fights in layman terms, 
and with an enthusiasm that com- 
municates itself to the viewing au- 
dience. Scully, incidentally. docs 
a neat “feed” job, letting Brom- 
berg do practically all the talking. 


“Pulitzer Prize Playhouse” sta¢- 
ed an amusing but uninspired ver- 
sion of Martin Flavin's “Broken 
‘ Dishes” Friday night (9) via ABC- 
TV. As adapted by Edward Eliscu, 
the story about a henpecked father 
being helped by his youngest 
daughter to break the nagging 
hold of his wife telegraphed its 
punches from the first act. Produc- 
er Edgar Peterson and director 
Frank Telford had the advantage, 
however, of a fine cast, topped by 
James Dunn, which was largely 
responsible for whatever entertain- 


ment qualities the show possessed. 
As the father, Dunn registered 


with one of his best performances 
‘yet given in TV. making the role 
seem tailored to his thesping tal- 
ents. Robert Stack, also from 
Hollywood, had little to do as the 
daughter’s swain except look hand- 
some, but evidenced that he can 
hold his own in video drama. Plum 
role of the show went to Marcia 
Henderson, who was making her 
“major TV debut,” and she scored 
in every department. Betty Garde 
was fine as the domineering wile 
and mother and Sara Seegar “nd 
Essie Jane Coryell, as the two 
ugly duckling daughters. capital- 
ized on their unsympathetic roles. 
Jack Hartley. as the con man who 
had almost married the mother 
once, topped a good supporting 
cast. ; 
Production made good use of a 
standout set designed by James 
McNaughton. And the Schlitz com- 
mercials again were tops. 


NBC’s “Philco TV Playhouse” 
hit close to its sharpest pace of 
the season Sunday night (11) with 
its presentation of Aben Kandel’s 
“Kiity Doone.” With Valerie Bet- 
tis doing a particularly praisev or- 
thy job in the title role, the story 
about a waning Hollywood star and 
her ruthless attempt to keep her 
name shining on the marquee was 

(Continued on page 32) 
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| WINNER TAKE ALL 

| With Barry Gray, Betty Jane Wat 
son, Jerry Austen, Howard Mae 
lone; Bernard Leighton orch 

Producers: Mark Goodson, Bill 

Todman 
Director: Frances Buss 
45 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 2:45 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS-TV, from New York 

Barry Gray, whose work has been 
mostly of the midnight platter- 
chatter variety, is emceeing the 
revised “Winner Take All” on 
CBS-TV. Gray did very well on 
the preem Monday (12),.his direct- 
ness and quickness making for an 
interesting session, while not re- 
sulting in any of the controversial 
fireworks that marked his early 
work on WOR. 

Format of the show has a chal- 
lenger and the previous winner 
race against each other in answer- 
ing questions based on songs and 
sketches. On Monday's edition 
there were several good contest- 
ants, a bright co-ed, a housewife 
and a captain just returned from 
Korea. College gal's competition 
with the captain, which was a neck- 


and-neck affair, had dramatie in- 
terest as they were both hep. 
Prizes of sewing machines and 


stoves were attractive. 

Questions were given good visual 
treatment. In one case two femmes 
were blindfolded and had to iden- 
tify objects by toueh or smell. 
Most of the posers, however, were 
based on sketches in which vocal- 
ists Betty Jane Watson and Jerry 


Austen and tapster Howard Ma- 
lone’ participated. These were 
only mildly amusing. including 


some worn jokes, but the warbling 
and dancing were okay. 

Production was hampered by 
smallness of studio. Terper’s feet 
were cut off by the camera and 
shadow of the mike boom intrud- 
ed. Stanza doesn’t have much com- 
petition and is fairly successful by 
davtime entertainment standards. 
On Tuesdays and Thursdays the 
45-minute program is shaved to a 
half hour. Bril. 


THE MARY HARTLINE SHOW 

With Chet Roble; various child 
guesis 

Writer: Bill Adams 

Producer-directer: Ivor McLaren 

15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 5 p.m. 

Sustaining 

ABC-TV, from Chicazo 

Blonde Mary Hartline, who is 
well known to moppet viewers 
through her baion-wielding = on 
ABCs “Super Circus.” began a 15- 
minute cross-the-boerd kid show 
Monday (12) on the same net As- 
sisted by Chet Roble at the piano, 
she displayed an engaging per- 
sonality that packs plenty of ap- 
peal for children as well as their 
parents. ' 

Format of the session provides 
for a number of smallfry to par- 
ticipate in studio games and join 
in songs with Mis Hartline and 
Roble. Prizes for the contests con- 
sist of dolls, wearint apparel and 
assorted toys. <A winner of the 
studio competition may phone a 
friend and the latter also may pick 
a present. 

Home viewers also get in on the 
prize wagon via a “survrize” call 
from Miss Hartline. If they call 
recipient names the point of a 
safety song correctly he (‘or she) 
may choose a gift from a group of 
several items. On the whole, the 
show’s audience particination 
stunts are of the type that will 
build interest. But unfortunately 
the inaugural airer ws rather 
hurried and cum'crsome due to 
an attempt to put too much into 
the quarter-hour. A mors leisurely 
nace will be easier for the under 
10-year-olds to follow. Gilb. 








MEET MINTZ—HERRIE MINTZ 
Producer-Director: Joc Socry 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., (12) 

(noon) 
Sustainine 
WNBO, Chicago 

Herbie Mintz. who's just marked 
his 25th year in show biz. hosts 
this noontime segment which is 
best described as a video show biz 
chatter column embroidered with 
a spriakling of keyboard tunes. 
It’s a cinch to rate an ok-y nod 
from the trade critics since most 
of the material uscd is gleaned 
from the trade press—but always 
with generous credits, including a 
montave of trade paner flags on 
the opening slide. And by avoid- 
ing the strictly intra-trade items 
and picking out the showbiz notes 
of general interest. the format 
hsould meet with fairly vood re- 
cevtion from the housewives. 

Mintz’s mike poise which goes 
back to the early Cays of Chi radio 
has been smoothly transferred to 


the TV camera wiih the gabber 
projecting a nice quality of low- 
pressure geniality. On show 


caught (6) Mintz discussed the top 
pix grossers using Vartory’s Gol- 
den Circle tabulation. Ideo paid 
off well with good backsround 
notes on the various films 
Musicel interludes leaned heav- 
ily on the nostalgic Dave. 
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Roses are red 
Violets are blue 


Listening is up ~~ 


And how are you? 


More people love Mutual these days than ever before—with a love that is 
measurable even unto decimal points. Compared with one year ago (when 
TV was just beginning its most alluring gains in public favor) precisely 
9.48% more radio families are now attuned to the aittene of all regu- 
larly sponsored programs on Mutual. No other network can make any such 
happy statement— because none but Mutual has scored a plus. Source: 


the latest Nielsen average audience data (first December reports, ’49 -’50). 


Round more hearts would you entwine ? 


Say youll be our Valentine! 
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Television Chatter 








New York 


ABC-7'V launches its March of 
Time series, sponsored on co-op 
basis by banks, Friday, Feb. 23, at 
10-10:30 p.m. . Kathi Norris, 
Lee Sullivan and Jackie Kelk to do 
benefit for Park Nursery on Satur- 


day (17) afternoon. .. Hope Miller 
added to “Pulitzer Prize Play- 
house” (ABC) cast of “Mary ot 
Scotland,” starring Helen Hayes, 


on Friaay (16). 
Lois Wilson replaced Nancy Car- 


roll as “Mrs. Aldrich” in NBC's 
“Aldrich Family” Brooklyn 
Dodgers’ new manager, Chuck 


Dressen, guesting on Guy Lebow’s 
“Sports Whirl” via WOR-TV  to- 
night (Wed.), with Jackie Robinson 
scheduled to appear Friday (16). 

Stephen E. Fitzgibbon named 
studio manager for Seaboard 
Studios, producers of TV commer- 
cials ... Richard Seff set to appear 
with co-players from ‘‘Darkness at 
Noon” on NBC's “Say It with Act- 
ing’’ Saturday (17)... Frank Saten- 


stein directing CBS-TV’s “Songs 
for Sale,” with Herb Moss produc- 
ing . New series of half-hour 
musical shows, titled “Opera 
Cameos,” set to tee off Sunday 
(18) via WPIX Congoleum- 


Nairn lifted_its option for another 


chell show. Arnold Horwitt takes 
over as one of the replacements. 
Bill Slater preems tomorrow 
night (Thurs.) as emcee on Du- 
Mont’s “Broadway to Hollywood,” 
replacing George Putnam 
Ralph Edwards in town to demon- 
strate a new TV film technique 
developed for his “Truth or Con- 
sequences” CBS program 
Maria Riva, daughter of Marlene 
Dietrich, pacted to star in a new 


video package, “At Home with 
Maria,” being produced by Trudy 
Richmond of the William Wilbur 
agency Herb Reich and Les 
Kolodny added to the scripting 
staff for the Jerry Lester stanzas 


on NBC's “Broadway Open House”. 
Shell Oil, Sherman & Mar- 
quette and Weintraub agencies 


latest subscribers to the Videodex 
rating service . . Mike Meltzer, 
associated with WPIX since the 


station took the air, upped to posi- 


tion of staff director Verne 
Diamond, formerly with WX YZ-TV, 
Detroit, joined WCBS-TV as a di- 
rector Felicia Monteleagre and 
Morton L. Stevens in tomorrow's 
(Thurs.) “Ellery Queen” show (Du- 
Mont), starring Lee Bowman. 


Hollywood 


lof “Fireside Theatre” films, be- 
ginning Feb. 22. Bank will use 
only spots... Anthony Quinn will 
make a series of 30-minute vidpix 
‘tagged “The Gallery Theatre,” 
with each film relating the story 
| behind some canvas masterpiece, 
'“The Night Hawks” will be the 
‘initialer, with Constance Dowling 
starred . . . KECA-TV’s technical 
director Charles H. Colman reports 
to Hamilton Field, March 6 to go 
on active duty as a Lt. Col. in Air 
Force communications radar ‘ 
Ivan Tors readying a series of dra- 
matic half-hour shows tagged “The 
Florence Bates Show,” to star the 
character actress. It’s localed on 
N. Y.’s East Side and Miss Bates 
will play a dramatic teacher 

Milton Simon moved his Thunder- 
bird Film Productions into larger 
quarters KLAC-TV, feeling 
that program openings are getting 
to look too much like films, is 
clipping credit cards from all sus- 
taining programs and holding them 
to a bare minimum on commercial 


shows Alec McCombie_re- 
signed as film cutter at KECA-TV 
to go to work for M-G-M ... White 


Rock will bankroll KTLA’s “Holly- 
wood Opportunity” starting Feb. 22 
Frank Fouce talking a deal 
with the new Publishers’ Syndica- 
tion which would call for swapping 
of between latter and 
Fouce’s Pan-American outfit 

Jack Chertok plans an increased 
budget when he puts the “Lone 
Ranger” series before the cameras 
in June KECA-TV will boast 


show Ss 


Haden, 


Gloria Winters, 
Miller and Ralph Sanford inked 
for the leads in “Roor for I[m- 
provement,” latest in the “Bigelow 


| Theatre” telepic series which rolls 
‘this week at Jerry Fairbanks stu- | 
‘dios with Frank Woodruff direct- 


KFMB-TV acquired ex- 
to Snader_ Tele- 


ee as 
clusive rights 


\scriptions in its area for one year 
'. . . KLAC-TV shelled out $60,000 


for rights to the home games of 


the Los Angeles Angels for the | 


coming baseball season and is 
hunting a sponsor ,. . Kellogg 
Foods will bankrol! production of 
“Wild Bill Hickok” telepix which 


William Broady will make with 
Guy Madison and Andy Devine 
starred. No time has been pur- 
chased as yet. 
Chicago 
Ventro Jimmy Nelson with his 


Danny O’Day and Humphrey Higs- 


by characters in as regulars next 
week on DuMont’s “Starlight Re- 
vue” . Ed Conrad moves down 


from WTCN, Minneapolis, to join 
Chi ABC production staff... Net 
assets of Television-Electronics 
Fund, teevee investment firm, now 
up to $6,125,746 Look mag 
prepping layout of Windy City tele 
personalities ... Jim Dimitri cur- 
rently in Actors Co. ‘King Lear’ 
troupe... Clint, Jeanne and Bruce 
Youle continuing on a pastry diet 
for at least another year with Cere- 
sota flour renewing three segments 
of their nightly weather show on 














year as sponsor of NBC's “Garro- Bank of America is plunging the biggest local television day, WNBQ... Jack Page’s ‘“Drewry's 
way at Large”... Alex Singer and whole-heartedly into television. starting March 3, when it beams Hit Spot” seen locally on WBKB 
Jay Franklin Jones have resigned purchasing time on ABC stations from 10:45 a.m. Saturday to 1 a.m. kinnied last week for possible spot- 
as scripters on NBC's Paul Win- here and in Frisco for first re-run Sunday... William Frawley, Sara ting in other markets 
e « 
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During February, we of the Campbell-Ewald — ability to Ae/p clients grow to positions of 
Company celebrate our fortieth birthday. But — leadership in their respective fields is impor- 
it’s not our age we're proud of—it’s our youth tant... if the ability to serve clients satistac- 
... the fact that after forty vears we are as — torily—for a generation—is important... if 
young in heart, and as young in spirit, as ever. sound business practices and outstanding 
Forty years in the advertising agency busi- — stability are important... we believe we have 
ness have, however, demonstrated some things — earned the right to put our feather in our hat 
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Subscriber-Vision 











Continued fr | 
| om page 22 — 


| Phonevision in that the former 
| does not use phone lines. Skiatron 
|prexy Arthur Levey says he has 
| wider prospects for Subscriber-\j- 
| Sion, expecting to screen not only 
feature pictures but also specia} 
sports events, educational and chil. 
dren’s shows and other specialized 
programs. Skiatron feels that 
Phonevision has limited its hori. 
zons by placing major emphasis on 
Hollywood product. 

Current Skiatron tests have been 
using travelogs. Audio has not been 
scrambled because the exhibs and 
distribs of the reels don’t need the 
protection. Company feels that it's 
a simple matter to scramble t 
soundtrack when feature pictures 
are screened in later tests. 


Pitt Marathon 











| 











ae CONtinued from page 22 poe 


station manager, prompily em. 
braced it, as did the American L.e- 
gion and City of Pittsburgh, with 
Mayor Lawrence proclaiming last 
Wednesday Robert L. Smith Day 
Interest was hypoed immediately 
when Ed (“Toast of the Town") Sul- 
livan agreed to come on to help 
m. c. the show. Sullivan was de- 
layed by bad weather in New York 
but his plane got off in time to 
bring him here for the last part of 
the program. He was assisted by 
Morey Amsterdam, playing the 
Carousel, and Bill Hinds, with 
about 50 acts taking part. 

WDTV had no idea there would 
be such a terrific response, having 
figured that it would be lucky to 
get $35,000 pledged. As a result, 
station had only about 35 phones, 
and even so could have used more, 
manag. ment figured that lack of 
many more cost the fund at least 
another $10,000. 
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| “Uncle Wip’ 


Continued from page 23 








| was no definite comment from the 

ation about cropping the show, 
David Aarons, advertising manager 
of Gimbel Bros. here, said the 
abandonment of AM was “only tem- 
porary.” “We are not giving up ra- 
dio, but we haven't worked out a 
way as yet to run the show on 
both mediums,” Aarons said. 

With Wayne Cody remaining as 
“Uncle Wip,” the TV show will 
add several new program ideas to 
the more popular features of the 
radio version. Among the innova- 
tions will be an “Identify the Ob- 
ject” contest in which young view- 
ers will be asked to participate. 
Prizes will be awarded the young- 
sters who identify familiar objects 
on the screen. 


| 
| Outler | 


Continued from page 19 =! 























nd 
from too many transmitters by too 
many broadcasters who are either 
(1) deliberately slacking on their 
obligations, or (2) blissfully igno- 
rant of what they are supposed to 
be doing in the business, or (3) 
so greedy for a quick buck that 
money spent on programs is a 
stupid waste or something to be 
done by the other fellow.” 

Outler asked his listeners to 
read over their original license ap- 
plications to. “see what you prom- 
ised you'd do in the way of pro- 
gram service.” Then, he advised, 
do a little quick comparison and 
see how it adds up. “Sometimes.” 
he said, “ideals are forgotten in a 
scramble for fiscal gain. And, | 
might add, that any fear of FCC 
recrimination in failure to perform 
up to promise and intention Is ¢n- 
tirely minor to the fear of what 
your audience will do for you-—and 
do first.” He concluded: 

“What are you doing for your 
own community that no other sta 
tion can do? Is your program 
policy dictated by a network [0 
the exclusion of what you might 
originate yourself? Do you have 4 
competent and capable program (l- 
rector who ranks with and is equal 
to your commercial man? Are sou 
ploughing back enough of the 
money you've taken from radio inte 
a better program service for you! 
| listeners? If your secret heart s@)> 


‘no’ to any of these questions, \0" 
l 





don't deserve an audience and )0' 
| probably haven't got one.” 
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il stores make a tal rating. 





White lies... black lies... half-tones— 
Panhandle Pete tells ’em all to a tolerant 
Jennifer on the television show that 
charms 1,370,000 kids each day. And truth 
is; Panhandle Pete and Jennifer has 

just won the Motion Picture Daily Award as 
the most outstanding children’s TV program. 
At what cost? An unbeatable four-tenths of a 
cent per child viewer... lowest in its time 
period! That’s substantially lower than a half 
page in a leading Comic Weekly. Better 
throw a rope on it before it gets away— 


ask us for full information. 


*ARB National, Tuesday and Thursday rating, January, 1951 


- 
for panhandle pete & jennifer 
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top video drama in all directions 


As adapted by Jane Crowley, the 
yarn had something of an “All 
About Eve” quality (but pointed 
at the film business itself) which, 
whether a factual delineation or 
not, was good viewing. 

Miss Bettis, whose forte on 
Broadway has been in the dance, 


displayed exceptional thesping tal- 
ents in a straight dramatic role 
With her throaty voice adding to 
her appeal, she turned the role 
into a top character study Sup- 
porting players, too, were stand- 
out Russell Dennis was fine as 
the voung husband whom she sacri- 
ficed to her career and Harr: 


Worth came up with another of his 


usual quality performances as her 
agent. Edmon Ryan, as the cyni- 
enl press avent: David White, as 
her long-suffering business mana- 
ger; Brandon Peters. as the stu- 
dio chief, and Viola Roache. as her 
mother. were ll good. 

Gordon Duff's eamera direction 


was as good as his pacing of the 
talent Production credits, under 
the suvervision of Fred Coe. bet- 
tered the usual Philco standards. 
with Otis Riggs’ sets and Bill 
Ahern’'s lighting rating special 
mention. 

With film actress Joan Bennett 
headlining a standout cast, CBS- 








If you live by your voice— 
KEEP IT CLEAR! 


When you're in the spotlight and must 
go on—stop that tickling, racking 


cough or huskiness with Liqwid Cen- 
ters. Just try this handy type treat- 


ment—the one and only medicated 
candy shell filled with real liquid cough 
medicine that bathes and soothes your 
throat. You'll be delighted! Ask your 
retailer, today. Made by The Iodent Co. § 


Don’t be a Cougher—use 


LIQWID CENTER 


COUGH DROPS (re 


Te) Melli tal Seoen/ 
DOUBLE ACTION 


In 
Beautiful 
Metal 
Boxes 








Television Follow-Up 
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TV's “Nash Airflyte Theatre” pre- 
sented a fine adaptation Thursday 
night (8) of Rachel Crothers’ 
“Peggy.” Script, adapted by Nor- 
man Lessing, achieved something 
slightly different from the usual 
half-hour dramatic shows seen on 
video the building of several 
characterizations around a single 
theme. rather than the building ot 
action with little chance for char- 
acterization. General quality of 
the writing was evidenced by the 
fact that each one of the six leads 
was thoroughly established within 
the first 10 minutes 

Storv was a touching affair about 
an actress forced to decide whether 
‘turn her stepson to the Phila- 
delphia ‘‘mainline” family of his 
father, after the latter’s death, or 
raise him herself. Cast, under the 
deft direction of David Pressman, 
sustained the program without a 
lag. Miss Bennett. although over- 
shadowed thespingwise by others 
in the east. turned in a neat per- 
formance as the actress. Katherine 
Alexander was excellent as the 
single warmhearted member of 
the family and Bramwell Fletcher 
matched her as. her brother 
Romney Brent was_ sufficiently 
villainous as the wealthiest mem- 
ber of the clan and Edith Atwater 
scored as the family snob. Young 
Charles Taylor was good as the 
bov 

Pressman’'s production mountings 
pointed up the show’s big budget, 
the camera work, music and 
other technical credits were fine. 
William Gaxton, as the program’s 
permanent host, again did a neat 
job both in introducing the story 
and pitching the Nash plugs. Gax- 
ton, incidentally, was presented on 
the show with a plaque from the 
Lambs’ Club by Bert Lytell for his 
work in TV. 


to re 











- Operation Summer r | 


Continued from page 


week. NBC last year gave its regu- 
lar sponsors a Straight 35° dis- 
count for staying through the usual 
hiatus period, but any deal this 
year is not expected to be so dras- 
tic. While waiting for NBC to re- 
veal its hiatus incentive setup, two 
bankrollers reportedly have already 
notified the web they'll be around 
all summer and NBC execs believe 
the total number will exceed that 
of last year. 

Also on tap for the summer 
months is a series of pickups of the 
al fresco concerts staged at Lewi- 
sohn Stadium, N. Y. Web pre- 
sented the concerts on Monday 
nights last year and holds an op- 
tion to do a repeat this summer. 
Since they'll likely be sustaining, 
there’s a chance that they'll again 
hold down a Monday night slot, 
which will be one of the sustaining 
evenings under the operation plan. 


Other summertime sustainers are 
still under discussion. 
What the other commercial 
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shows will be, of course, depends 
on the sponsors. Web is tentatively 
planning to retain the 8 to 9 hour 
Wednesday night for a comedy se- 
ries similar to the “Four Star Re- 
vue” now holding down that slot. 
Because of the cost of the present 
show and the fact that the come- 
dians now rotating on the program 
will probably insist on a summer 
vacation themselves, it’s expected 
that NBC will try to line up other 
comics to take over the time. 











War Economy 
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to zero 





but 
now, 
worth 


billings 
down 


sented 3' of 
the total is 
Where CBS did $1,800,000 
of business with wine and liquor 
companies during the war, the 1950 
revenue from them was only $330.- 
000. And, according to Karol, bill- 
ings were also higher in °44 for 
clothing and dry goods manufac- 
turers, radio manufacturers, etc. 
All such companies can be expect- 
ed to trim their output during the 
present era. but will need radio 
just as much now as they did in 
’44. Karol stressed 

CBS sales chief 
out to affiliates the necessity of 
analyzing new businesses that have 
cropped up during recent years as 
possible new sources of revenue. 
Among these, he mentioned such 
products as Bymart’s Tintair, new 
hair-tinting process for women, 
which has swung a hefty ad budget 
into radio and television recently. 
All such manufacturers, he said, 
should be easily convinced to come 
into radio and will replace the few 
who might drop out as wartime 
casualties 


is also pointing 











KDKA 
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Du- 
has for a 





without another 
quesne Light Co., which 
long time had the 7-7:30 slot on 
Wednesday nights. Utilities outfit 
was to have switched to a Sunday 
time and then at the last minute 
obviously reneged, leaving the sta- 
tion holding the bag and unable 
to make good with either Duquesne 
or Iron City. 

Iron City, offered Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 
at 7, said nothing doing; they want- 
ed the only strip or nothing if 
Duquesne was to get 6:30 five 
times. As a result, the 6:30 strip 
remains as is, with Duquesne on 
twice and Iron City on three times, 
but Duquesne, in addition, has 
bought 7 o'clock Mondays and Fri- 


top account, 


days, with a sports show featuring 
ex-big leaguers Frankie Gustine 
and Jeep Handley on Mondayvys 
and a chatterer with Harold V. 
Cohen, Post-Gazette drama critic 
and VARIETY mugg here, and his 
wife, Stephanie Diamond, filling 
the Friday spot. That’s the way 
it'll stand until Duquesne Light 


decides to vacate 7 on Wednesdays. 


thus giving both breweries what 
they were originally promised. 
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—_—— 
said, will eliminate the current 
confusion in the rating picture. 


Nosecounter said size should be 
computed only by the coincidental 
telephone and automatic methods. 
However, he did take a slap at A.C. 
Nielsen, who was in the audience, 
and his automatic method when he 
said the Hooper organization was 
flexible because it had no fixed in- 
vestment in “outmoded machin 
ery.” 

Hooper 
which 


also. presented 
show the relative standing 
radio and television in various 
cities, compared with -he AM audi 
ence in 1948. In all cases these re 


charts 


vealed that AM and TV audiences 
combined are greater than the °48 


AM audience, which Hooper said in- 
| dicates that the increased listening 
|}and-viewing time is coming from 
| other activities. such as mag and 
|; newspaper reading. Data included 
|reports on N. Y. and Baltimore. 
| where TV ratings now are larger 
'than AM’s. 





‘Barber’s Clubhouse’ to TV 
“Red Barber's Clubhouse,” 
at one time on CBS radio, 
come a television feature. 
currently mulling the 
of slotting the show 
half-hour Saturday mornings. 
Show has a quiz format, 
Barber pitching questions 
sports to guest celebs. 


aired 
mav be 
Web is 
possibility 
on TV for a 


with 
about 























| WLW’s Talent Hun 
{_. Continued from page 21 


is convinced that out of the talent 
files will come some of the 
of tomorrow, 

The talent search culminates sev- 
eral weeks of multiple and varied 
activity on the part of the Crosley 
twins (Jim Shouse and Bob Dun- 


| ville) which reflects the same mer- 
| chandising-promotional 


knowhow 
that spiraled the Cincy radio sta- 
tion into one of the nation’s most 
lucrative, with annual billings of 
$4,000,000. 

Now, however, 
video, with the Crosley master- 
minders splurging to the tune of 
about $750,000 during 1950 on its 
three-city Ohio TV enterprises in 
order to set the foundation for the 
same type of solid structure that 
has made WLW unique in broad- 
casting annals. 

Eventually Aveo aspires to a full 
five-station Ohio complement, em- 
bracing Toledo and Cleveland, as 
well, which will give it esteemed 
ranking as a TV regional network. 
(The Shouse-Dunville combo had 
also envisioned an Indianapolis in 
its TV future, but the prospects 
here appear somewhat dimmer.) 

The three present video opera- 
tions moved into the black ink 
stage last October. The profits are 
mounting weekly, with the three- 
city “package deal’ to regional 
clients (at $1,650 an hour, which 
represents a 10° discount for the 
three-way spread!) proving an add- 
ed lure to bankrollers. 

Last weekend WLW-T reached a 
milestone with its third anni, in 
the form of a TV Jubilee. It cor- 
responded with the “premiere” of 
a TV set sale campaign inaugurated 
by the station (as well in Davy- 
ton and Columbus) designed to 
spiral the present 480,000 receivers 
by another 150,000. It’s costing the 
Crosley boys $90,000, with a full 
awareness that the competing TV 
stations will benefit just as much 
as the WLW triumvirate. But again 
it reflects the “think big” opera- 
tional concept that has. distin- 
guished the WLW career through 
the years. The boys realize that if 
you want to hike rates you have 
to build circulation first. And since 
the whole WLW _ foundation is 
predicated on long-range thinking, 
Shouse, Dunville & Co. envision 
multiple dividends in the future 
scheme of things. 


Sat.-Sun. on NBC 
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a 
report underlines the strong hold 
which soap opera continues to have 
over femme listeners, it indicates 
that this is not a sign of lack of 
taste. 

The reason, it's figured, is that 
the hausfraus listen to the soapers 
not for entertainment but for vi- 
carious experiences. The soaps are 
highly personal, emotional and in- 
timate—which explains their lure. 
Yet when it comes to entertain- 
ment stanzas, women who are avid 
daytime serial fans show more 
sophisticated preferences. 





Dallas — Glenn Brown, former 
sportscaster at KVET, Austin. has 
joined the staff of the Liberty 


sroadcasting System 
ing Wes Wyse, 
to military 


here, replac- 
who has been called 
service. 


on’ 


‘Mich, AM-TV Conference 


Listing Top Speakers 


| East Lansing, Mich., Feb. 13. 


Frieda Hennock, FCC Commis- 


names sioner, will be one of the principaj 


'speakers at the sixth annual Mich. 


igan Radio-Television Conference, 

to be held March 3, on the Michi 

gan State College campus. 
Other featured 


speakers at 
the one-day conference will be 
Dr. W. F. Dunbar, director of 
public affairs for the Fetzer Broad. 
casting Co.; Edward F. Baug!} 
president of the Michigan Assn. of 


Broadcasters; Worth Kramer, gen- 
eral manager, WJR, Detroit; Harry 
Bannister, general manager, WW.,], 
Detroit. and Garnet R. Garrison 
director of television, U. of Mic! 
gan. 


Speakers will also include Alex 


program director o 
Hy M. Steed, 

WLAV, Gran 
Fdword O'Brien. film di 
WIIM-TV. Lansing. anc 
Mrs Chase, 
the Podio-TV T.eactue, 
A Collowee director 
estion at MSC. 
man. 


Dillingham, 
WILS, Lansing; 
eral manager, 
Ranids; 
rector 
BRrapess 
Netroit. 
of radio edu 








Bactan—Howard Nelson. 
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gen- 
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nresident of 
Ine 


is conference chair- 


former- 


Iv of North Dakota. has been an- 
nointed to the »nnouncing staff of 
WEEI. local CRS ontlet. During 


the war he handled the first broad 
cast of the Quisling Trial in Nor 
Woy, 











Courtesy of M-G-M 

Now appearing with 
DONALD O’CONNOR 
in “THE MILKMAN" 
(Universat-International) 
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Opening February 19th 
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AVAILABLE FOR TY 


Man with heavy film 
production of screen 
(commercial) Excellent 
knowledge of all angles of 
processes, animation, editing 
oratory techniques. Thoroughly show 
business minded, Background and 
ability also adaptable for package T\ 
distribution, production or program 
ming. Excellent detail man and ad 
ministrator. 
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The FAT MAN is for hire 


—every Wednesday night on ABC, 
He’s got a proposition that’s 
the biggest, fattest hunk of opportunity to 


come along in radio in years. 


«+. THE FAT MAN was always a top- 
rated show on Friday night— 

in one month alone it reached 10!4 
million homes, against all 


kinds of competition. 


-». Lhe new Wednesday nighttime 
spot—8:30 to 9—has even 


higher ‘‘sets-in-use.” 


... And, according to the latest 
Trendex rating, THE FAT MAN 
Other great network 

radio buys on ABC 


outrates all other competition 


during its new half hour. 


FLY ANYTH'NG .,. New aviation adventure 
series, starring popular Dick Haymes. 
Tuesday, 8:30 pm, 

TED MACK'S FAMAY HOUR... Perfect for Sunday 
evening! 30 minutes of top-notch variety. 
Sunday, 6:30 pm. 

DAVID AMiTy .,. A new show based on the 
day-to-day problems we all must meet and 
solve. A complete story every day, written 
by Margaret Sangster. 11:15 am. 

BIG JON AND sPARKY ... ABC’s wonderful 
Saturday morning personalities in another 
just-right-for-kids program! Monday 
through Friday, 5:30 to 6 pm. 

SCREEN GUILD PLAYERS... Favorite Hollywood 
stars, favorite Hollywood stories. Now a 
full hour, every Thursday at 8 pm. 


What’s more..: 


The Fat Man, starring J. Scott Smart, is 
soon to be released by Universal 
International as a movie. Sponsor 

the radio show and you cash 

in on a major coast-to-coast publicity 
and promotion program! 


How can you miss? By letting some other guy 
reach for the phone ahead of you. 

So don’t stall... reach! Call CIrele 7-5700, 
and do it on the double. 





ABC is the only 


network whose 







average half-hour 





nighttime ratings 






are higher 
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30 Rockefeller Plaza 
Circle 7-5700 


than a year agol 











RADIO-TELEVISION 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, February 14, 195} 

















Continued 





vision’s stores. The two half-hours 
don’t jell well. 

Starr-Allen contribution boasted 
a couple of novel touches: a thread 
of continuity based on a hit-parade- 
of-the-schools idea; and presenta- 
tion of the hits (“It’s a Lovely 
Day, Today,” ‘Tennessee Waltz,” 
“Bushel and a Peck” and “All My 
Love”) as production numbers, 
displaying dancers, choruses, solo- 
ists and instrumentalists in each. 
Kid participants were unidentified. 

Not so in second half-hour when 
youngsters were introduced via an 
interview with a parent, conducted 


by emcee Bob Russell. Talent 
level on this segment was gener- 
ally higher and reached a peak 


with 10-year old Harry Dideo, Jr., 
who put on a sock dog act. 

Emcee stint which involves tying 
hour-long proceedings together is 
a formidable one and was handled 
smoothly and pleasantly on the 
whole, by Russell who also deliv- 
ered the Gettysburg Address. 
However, he introduced a note of 
out-of-place solemnity a couple of 
times by asking mothers what they 
expected to get out of marriage 
GRAND CHANCE 
With Gene Crane, Dave Stephens 

Orch, Tommy Ferguson Trio 
Producer: Thomas Freebairn Smith 
Director: Warren Wright 
30 Mins.; Sat., 11:30 a.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS-TV, from Phila. 

New show, set up in ranchhouse 
stvle, corrals novelty talent from 
the under-18-year field. Youngsters 
compete for Government bond 
prizes, with the finalists winning 
a week’s engagement at Steel Pier, 
Atlantic City, in addition to bond 
emoluments. Acts perform against 
cow-country backdrops, with cow- 
hand gear for props. Dave Steph- 
ens and the station orchestra and 
the Tommy Ferguson trio, outfit- 
ted in cowboy togs, lend further 
atmosphere with hillbilly and lone 
prairie numbers. 

Talent ranged in age trom six to 
17 years on show-caught (10) and 
tncluded gymnasts, acrobats and 
acro-dancers. All performed their 
various stunts and stints well, but 
with complete lack of professional 
timing. Winners are selected each 
week by a board of judges, which 
generally lists three well-known 
Philly figures. On Saturday show 
the judges were Jack Hardy, presi- 
dent of Philadelphia Hotel Asso- 
ciation; Frank Palumbo, nitery en- 
trepreneur, and Maurie Oroden- 
ker, press agent for Allied Jewish 
Appeal. Judges drop sophistica- 
tion to make themselves comfort- 
able on hay bales, ranged against 
stable-wall background. Finalists 
are picked for 13 weeks, with win- 
ner selected in runoff. 

Rodeo atmosphere is sustained 
by announcer Gene Crane, com- 
plete with chaps and sombrero, 
credits printed on rustic sign- 
boards, and a studio audience of 
juve wranglers to cheer on the 
competish. Settings are okay and 
feeling of space has been given by 
turning whole side wall of audi- 
torium into a backdrop and re- 
moving a section of seats to pro- 
vide room for tumblers and ani- 





- Tele Reviews 


from page 27 


“Grand Chance” is in 
preceding WCAU- 
TV's “Big Top,” network circus 
program. Camera work is top- 
grade, catching neat closeups on 
the more intricate stunts. Ath- 
letics, of course, predominate, and 
makes program a welcome change 
from standard type of moppet con- 
tests, which usually have the lit- 
tle ones singing torch chants and 
double-entendre lilts with parody 
gestures of their elders. Gagh. 


| mal acts. 
excellent spot, 








| Andrews Sis | 
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tract is being shelved at the end of 
the 13-week cycle, although it had 
another 13 weeks to run. Levy re- 
ported the Andrews Sisters pocket- 
ed $5,000 weekly from the show. 

Levy believes the situation !ay- 
out will prove most acceptable and 
is planning an entire filmed series 
which can also be made into a 
simulcast taping for radio while be 
ing lensed. It will thus be the 
Andrews Sisters’ onl: radio activ- 
ity. Alex Gottlieb will produce 
the film with Jean Yarborough di- 
recting. 


Set for Martin-Berle Show 

The Andrews Sisters have been 
signed for the Tony Martin-Milton 
Berle display on the NBC Sunday 
night comedy hour show, March 4. 
Both Martin and the Andrews Sis- 
ters are coming from the Coast for 
this event. 

While in the east, both Martin 
and the Andrews Sisters will make 
appearances on the Berle Tuesday 
night show. Martin is slatec to go 
on Feb. 27, and the sister team 
will hit the Berle display March 6. 


FCC Legislation 
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Senate, is anybody's guess. With 
many urgent matters before it the 
Committee isn’t likely to rush into 
hearings on a bill which is of in- 
terest primarily to the broadcast- 
‘ing industry. 

Cey Complaints 

Currently, the House Committee 
is holding daily sessions’ with 
agency heads to work out a pri- 
ority system for legislation at the 
present session. As yet, the FCC 
has not been called and Chairman 
Coy, who is on vacation in Arizona, 
will not be back for three weeks. 
The Committee may wait for his 
return before determining what 
consideration it should give the 
McFarland bill. 

Chairman Coy opposed several 
major provisions of the bill when 
he appeared before the House 
Committee last session. He was 
especially against a reorganization 
provision which, he _ contended, 
would isolate the Commission from 
its staff in the making of deci- 
sions. He also opposed a provision 
which would limit the Commis- 
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'sion’s authority with respect to re- 

newal of licenses. The provision, 
he said, raised a question as to 
whether the holder of a radio li- 
/cense would not be given a “per- 
manent franchise.” 

Another provision which would 
allow “parties in interest” to ob- 
tain hearings on any application 
upon filing of a protest was op- 
posed by Coy on grounds, among 
others, that it would slow up grant- 
ing of licenses and give existing 
stations opportunity to hold off 
competition by forcing prospective 
competitors to go through hearings 


even though their applications 
could be granted quickly. 
Another provision limiting the 


Commission’s power over transfers 
of broadcast licenses, Coy said, 
would result in condoning “traf- 
ficking in frequencies.” 

Still another provision relating 
to the Commission’s authority re- 
specting anti-trust violators was at- 
tacked by Coy as casting doubt on 
the agency’s powers to prevent mo- 
nopoly in radio or television. 

This provision was also opposed 
by the Dept. of Justice, which 
feared it would nullify the anti- 
monopoly policy imposed on the 
Commission by Congress. 








| Chi TV Serials | 
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of the actors and actresses to be 
used in ‘Falls’ are backgrounded 
by many years of radio experience. 

Another reason for a likely up- 
beat is the studio space problem 
in N. Y. where at NBC at least 
has apparently put a lid on addi- 
tional productions. Both Chi NBC 
and ABC are likewise operating 
at capacity with their present fa- 
cilities but there’s still available 
several legit houses which could be 
leased for video. NBC has re- 
portedly put feelers out for the 
Auditorium theatre, which has 
been closed for many years but 
has the largest stage in town. Most 
adequately equipped as far as 
space and facilities are concerned 
in WGN-TV, DuMont _ affiliate, 
which is winding up a multi-mil- 
lion dollar building program. One 
drawback to any increase in Chi 
originations is the fact that CBS 
has no o. & o, tele operation here, 
it’s local affiliation being indie 
WBKB. 

“Falls” itself is expected to stir 
up considerable interest in the 
still unclear video serial picture. 
On the basis of its earlier format 


Inside Stuff—Television 


away the hours recuperating from a bout with the flu germs, aske 


as a sustainer and the projected | 


‘strip treatment, it looms as an at- 

tempt to break out of the rigid 
“perpetual crisis’ shell 
standard soap opera and _ will 
stress naturalism rather than su- 
per-charged emotionalism. 


of the. 


Radio-TV columnist for the Cleveland Press Stan Anderson, pe 


readers to defend or oppose the TV plunging neckline. 


The pros wrote there was nothing wrong with the “good Lord’s be. 
stowings of pulchritude,” “it makes the younger generation wiser,” 
“more women look at Dagmar with envy than disgust,” “helps offset 
‘muscle men’ in wrestling,” and “a picture is only as indecent as the 
viewing eyes.” 

Antis said “plunging neckline replaces talent,” “disrupts the younger 
generation and distorts their views,” “tempts incompetent people seek- 
ing publicity” and “puts a negative value on the nice, clean, cotton. 
housedress type girl.” 

All told, about 50° condemned extreme TV gowns, 45% protested 
censorship that would regulate dress, and 5% straddled. Many letter 
writers also said there should be a “legion of decency” to regulate how 
far necklines should drop. 


National Assn. of Educational Broadcasters is continuing its fight to 
get the FCC te reserve television channels for schools through a public 
relations drive. An edited tape recording of the conference on TV and 
education, held in Washington on Jan. 23, will be broadcast by 51 
stations in the NAEB. 

Transcript of the conference will appear in an eight-page section of 
the New Republic Feb. 26 and 50,000 copies will be sent to all mem- 
bers of the U. S. Congress and state legislatures. Held under chair- 
manship of NR radio editor Saul Carson, the cenfab included: FCC 
Commissioner Frieda Hennock, TBA counsel Thad H. Brown, Jr., 
U. S. Office of Education radio chief Franklin Dunham; Robert Hud- 
son, U. of Illinois; George Probst, U. of Chicago; Seymour Siegel, 
WNYC, N. Y., topper; Charles A. Siepmann, N. Y. U.; Dallas W. 
Smythe, U. of Illinois; Brig. Gen. Telford Taylor; I. Keith Tyler, Ohio 
State U.; and Burton Paulu, U. of Minnesota. 


NBC-TV exec veepee Sylvester L. (Pat) Weaver may guest on that 
web’s “Vacation Wonderland” daytime series in the near future. Cross- 
the-board airer, produced by Caroline Burke, plans te spotlight a film 
soon about skiing at Sun Valley, from where Weaver returned yester- 
day (Tues.) after a vacation. Victor Borge, who now has his own Sat- 
urday night program on NBC, guests on the show Feb. 28 when Miss 
Burke plans to feature a film about his native country, Denmark. 

Show reportedly has been pulling about 2,000 pieces of mail per day, 
most of it from frustrated travelers or from people who have visited 
the places depicted in the film. Number of letters have also come 
from school principals who have been integrating the series with their 
regular curricula. 


Rheingold beer has instituted a heavy saturation campaign of eight- 
second singing commercials on TV station identification breaks. Foote, 
Cone & Belding agency has already produced the quickie vidpix with 
Dick Haymes, Peggy Lee, Tex Beneke, Ginny Simms, Dorothy Shay, 
Carl Brisson and Skinnay Ennis and is lining up other vocalists. 

Jingle campaign will cover all New York tele stations. 





Despite persistent reports to the contrary, U. S. Steel has denied that 
it put in a bid to sponsor the Robert Montgomery series on NBC-TV 
when the web’s pact expires with American Tobacco, the current bank- 
rollers. 

According to J. Carlisle MacDonald, assistant to Steel’s board chair- 
man and chief of its radio-TV activities, the corporation’s relations 
with the Theatre Guild, with which it stages NBC radio’s “Theatre 
Guild on the Air” series, “are very cordial and, although we are keep- 
ing in close touch with developments, we have no television plans for 
the foreseeable future.” It had originally been reported that Steel 
would put the Guild series on video when it decided to enter that 
medium, 


Ralph Edwards, “Truth or Consequences” emcee, arrived in Gotham 
yesterday (Tues.) to demonstrate his new television film technique at 
the RCA exhibition hall. System of filmizing TV stanzas uses movable 
cameras which are not only synchronized with the separate sound tape 
but are also in syne with each other. Cameras have magazines that 


can be loaded with film for 35 minutes of shooting. 


Projected strip is described by | 


Chi NBC exec producer Ted Mills 
‘as a TV novel which will show 
“life as it is against some ad 
‘agency man’s conception of how 
life should be distorted to sell 
, merchandise.” 

| “Falls’’ will be produced and di- 
rected by Ben Parks with Doug 
Johnson doing the scripts. 











Voice of America 


‘ontinued from page 19 








hitting and unprecedented ‘Cam- 
paign of Truth.’ The job we are 
doing is one of exposing the phoni- 
ness of Kremlin Communism, help- 
ing to build up spunk and determi- 
nation in the free world, disprov- 
ing Soviet lies about America, and 
helping erect psychological bar- 
riers to Communism, and building, 
on both sides of the Iron Curtain, 
psychological aggression.” 

' To Benton, Barrett wrote: “As 
for an investigation, we would wel- 
come one. We expect soon, of 
course, to have the usual thorough 
and rigorous examination of the 
program and its progress by the 
two Appropriations Committees. In 
addition, we are requesting the 
special Publie Affairs Subcommit- 
tees of the House and Senate to 
give us at least a full day to bring 
them up to date on the progress 
of the ‘Voice of America’ and re- 
lated activities. I hope they will 
invite other members of Congress 
to attend and will open the doors 


| 


‘DuMont. 


, to the press. And I hope they will | 


give us an additional half-day in 
executive session to cover those 
subjects it is not in the national 
interest to publicize.” 





| Greensboro, N. C.—Virgil V. 
Evans, account exec with WFMY- 
TV, Greensboro, has been named 
‘its new commercial manager. 


Lee Bowman was ill most of the rehearsal week, and almost missed 
the performance of the title role in “Ellery Queen” last week on 
Up to performance night there was uncertainty as to whether 
Bowman could appear, though he had studied and knew the role before 
he became ill. 

Norman and Irving Pincus, who produce the show, had considered 
the possibility of his not being able to show, and hired John Newland 
to learn the role and rehearse in it, just in case. 





Televiewers apparently aren't as imaginative as they might be, as 
magician Gali Gali found after an appearance on the Danny Thomas 
show. Prestidigitator did his standard nitery turn, including the bit 
where he makes chickens disappear by presumably squashing them into 
oblivion. Program brought a deluge of mail from indignant ‘viewers 
who threatened to go to the SPCA. 
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which covers singers who also hold 
AFM cards. Since such singers 
are already covered in the national 
TVA pacts and also the American 
Federation of Radio Artists con- 
tracts with the tacit approval of 
national AFM execs, the local sta- 
tions are apparently unperturbed 
at the hinted jurisdictional flareup. 

The agreed-to local commercial 
fee schedules which cover an- 
nouncers, singers and actors, is 
scaled at 5242% of the web rates. 
The sustaining rates are set at 





Eileen BARTON 


6623% of the local sustaining ON TOUR 
schedule. Cuffo rehearsal time is of the 

pegged at three hours for a 15- , 
minute show; six hours for 30 min- NATION'S 


LEADING THEATRES 
Direction: M. C. A. 


utes, and nine hours for an hour 
program. Extra rehearsa! time will 
cost $4 an hour. 


AL TRACE Orchestra 


ABC-TV Neiwork for 
SENTINEL AND TELE-TRONICS 
also MARTINIQUE, Chicago — ABC and CBS Networks 
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"Orchids to Jane Pickens’ song magic via NBC afternoons.” 
WALTER WINCHELL, 


New York Mirror 





“The deft manner in which Jane Pickens handles her program 


¥ makes this an appealing show." BEN GROSS, aa 
‘ly N ust Sign 
New York Daily News to Gale . 
"The Jane Pickens stanza adds up to a neatly paced and varied EDWIN LESTER’S 
show. VARIETY _ Production of ™ 
—— "The Jane Pickens Party on NBC is top entertainment.” . The MERRY WIDOW 
— SID WHITE, San Francisco and 
Radio Daily Los Angeles 


Personal Management M. GALE, 48 West 48th St., New York City 
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Duchin—'10 Magic Fingers of Radio 


Eddy Duchin’s passing is currently a No. 1 topic of conversation, 
“10 magic fingers of radio” with 
judicious reprises of Duchiniana as an indication that his disks 
will be an everlasting memorial to his artistry. 

The press and performer contingent, particularly. were impressed 
by Duchin’s career, capped by his wartime service as a lieut. com- 
1 They knew how Duchin had requested 


with disk jockeys saluting the 


mander in the U. S. Navy. 


active service; had become indignant when offered a *morale’ 
and even eschewed the piano from his private curriculum because 
he was intent on his job with the PT flotilla—one of the most haz- 
He participated in the thick of the 
Normandy invasion on D-Day. and at Leyte previously. : 

For an effete pianist, who was taken up by that segment of 
around 
Casino, New York, during that era of wonderful nonsense —Jimmy 
Walker’s reign during the Volsteadian experiment—Duchin was 
personality. 
gave up his professional career for one 
The leukemia he incurred over a year ago during his 
Wedgwood Room date (Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y.), was a tragic climax. 
Its persistence, as he checked in and out of New York's Memorial 
hospital (cancer institution), was of great concern to his intimates, 
but he himself believed extraordinarily in an ACTH serum which 
he tald his friends was “just the thing.” . 

The same distinction which lifted him. out of the Leo Reisman 
band at the Central Park Casino, when customers asked bonitace 


ardous arms of the service 


“society” that gravitated 


an exceedingly. well-balanced 
his personal fortune; yet he 
in the Navy. 


stepping her out in front as ‘ol’s 
Sidney Solomon “who is that cute piano player?”, marked Duchin's brightest song star. Lorry bows 
career, until the end graciously and gratefully to the 
Local disk jockeys went all-out with musical salutes to the maes- legion ot a Jor wi — have 
; i - " } : ] . oTrentiv proved her tatents 
tro-pianist via platter recordings tied into the wire sent to Walte p pa f Se ntente tere ewion’ 
Winchell by Col. Sol A. Rosenblatt attorney for the Duchin estate, Ty s] bein aie 3a 
which Chiquita ‘Mrs. Eddy’ Duchin confirmed the next day, urg- $:30 p.m. EST. 
ing contributions to the Damon Runyon Cancer Fund in lieu of Opening Chubby’s, Philadelphia 
flowers and/or telegrams. on February °6. 
In this winter playground, where the No. 1 worry of late seems Bookings 
to have been ‘will the sun ever come out?”, the passing of a gen- MCA Artists Ltd 
tleman showman seems to have eclipsed almost everything else. As Personal Management 


with Jolson, thanks to the electronic wizardry of phonograph re- 
a replenishing record of Lt. Com- 
permanently etched on wax, 


cording, the public is left with 
mander Eddy Duchin’s artistry, 





the 


Miami Beach, Feb. 13. 


job, 





now-defunct Central Park 


He had long since made 


LORRY RAINE 


Records) 


TIM GAYLE 








“Spin The Bottle” and “Who'll Take 
My Place When I’m Gone” (London 


Lorry’s latest London releases are 


451 Wrightwood, Chicago, Ill. 
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Duchin Bucked Swing 


In Spiralling Into Top 
Ranks of Keyboard Artists 


Eddy Duchin, pianist-bandlead- 
er. who died Friday night (9 at 
Memorial hospital, N. Y., of leuke- 
mia, at the age of 41, was one ot 
the standout keyboard artists to 
emerge out of the 1930's, the dec- 
ade in which name bands gained 
peak prominence. Duchin, however, 
did not adopt the swing style of 
that era and quickl. rose into the 
bigtime via his more restrained 
pianistics, which made him a fave 
with the society set. 

Duchin broke into the band busi- 
ness in 1928 after studying phar- 
macy and working in small combos 
on weekends, by joining the Leo 
Reisman orch, which was then 
working at the Waldorf-Astoria 
and the Central Park Casino. Du- 
chin accepted the job on the con- 
dition that he be allowed to finish 
his studies as a pharmacist. In 1929 
he received his Ph.G. degree from 
the Massachusetts College of Phar- 
macy and rejoined the Reisman or- 
ganization. 

Duchin never returned to phar- 
macy after resuming his band 
career. After two more years with 
Reisman, who gave him featured 
billing, Duchin moved out on his 
own with his own orchestra, which 
opened at the Park Casino in 1931, 


and then became one of the top 
hotel and theatre bands in the 
business. It was during this pe- 


riod that he became known for his 
“magic fiingers.”” which at one 
time were reportedly insured for 
$150,000. 

Duchin forte was his kevboard 
versions of the standard pops and 
blues numbers. After recording for 
Brunswick in the early 1930's, he 
moved to RCA Victor for several 
years and, more recently, was un- 
der contract to Columbia Records. 
His bestsellers included such num- 
bers as “All the Things You Are,” 
“More Than You Know,” “Between 
the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea,” 
“What Is This Thing Called Love.” 
“I Kiss Your Hand, Madame.” “Be- 
gin the Beguine,” and others. 

In 1942 Duchin enlisted in the 
U. S. Navy, and after demanding 
combat duty, spent two years on 
destroyer duty in the Atlantic and 
Pacific. He participated in the in- 
vasion of Normandy, Iwo Jima and 
Okinawa. During a conjunction of 
Russian and American forces in 
the Far East, Duchin was present 
at a dinner party and played the 
“Volga Boatman” some 30 times 
for the Russian officers. He was 
discharged in 1945 with the rank 
of lieutenant commander. 

Duchin disbanded his orchestra 
during the war and upon his dis- 
charge from the Navy he became 
a soloist on the NBC “Kraft Music 
Hall,” as Bing Crosby's replace- 
ment. Following, Duchin reorgan- 
ized his band an. again became 


cu 


last 


pi 
scl 


to 

mé 
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mi 


ino technique and organized a k SACEM T 
1001 which taught according to or unes 
his system. He also appeared in 
several films. . Te Broadcast Music, Inc., is near- 
In 1935 Duchin married Marjorie ing the windup of negotiations 
Oelrichs, an heiress, who died in : eens : , 4 
1937, two days after giving birth with SACEM, French performing 
their son, Peter. In 1947 Duchin rights society, for control in the 
wried Mrs. Maria Teresa Winn, U.S. over specifie parts of 
ughter of the former British gaCcEM’s catalog. Projected deal 
nister to Colombia. 


vived by 


a 


tis 
Cl 


ts and repertory chief, left for @'S. Authors and Publishers. 
licago yesterday (Tues.) for wax- Reps of SACEM are currently 

ing sessions with Fran Allison and in New York for discussion with 

the Wayne King orch. Grean plans BMI toppers. A snag that devel- 


io 


several sides besides cutting with to 
them separately. 


waxing plans with Spike Jones who 


or 
sh 
to 
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professional manager in its N. Y. 


of 


Si ne i i i i ee 
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it until his illness bedded him 


vear, 
Duchin pubtished four 


BMI Nears Deal 


books on 


Besides his wife, Duchin is sur- would give BMI 


his son, his parents and 
sister, 





BMI 


the 


and SACEM will 
latter’s reciprocal 


not 
pact 


Grean to Chicago 


Charlie Grean, RCA Victor's ar- 


team Miss Allison and King on 
SACEM'’s 
While 


in Chicago, he'll discuss 


fore the pact is fully 
iginated his Sunday (11) video 
ow from that city. Grean returns 


New York next weekend. 








Josh White, currently 


Santly-Joy is bringing in Jack 
‘rry from its Chicago office and 
stalling him today (Wed.) as London, starting March 5. 
fice. return to the U. S. 


rights to SACEM 
compositions that have been picked 
up for publication in the U.S. by 
BMI publishers. Any deal between 
affect 
with 
the American Society of Compos- 


oped early in the talks over rights 
longhair catalog has 
been settled. It’s expected that the 
talks will conclude next week. Be- 
operative, | 
however, it must be passed by the 
governing boards of both societies. 


in Eng- 
land on a concert tour, has been 
signed for the Astor-Colony clubs, 
Other 
dates will be lined up prior to his 





VARIETY 
1, TENNESSEE WALTZ (11) (Acuff-R) 
2. MY HEART CRIES FOR YOU (7) (Massey) 


BRE LROese eee 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines-M22t.ot2°.22. 


3. IF (3) (Shapiro-B) . : ‘ i ‘ 

4. BE MY LOVE (4) (Miller) werereer ieee eeesesaeeee 
5S. SO LONG (3)-CeeweW).. .. 5 occas cca errr errs 

6. ZOU Be SUSr IN LOVE (2) GROTH) ccc cccccecscees P 

7. THE ROVING KIND (6) (Hollis) POET TTC CrTT TET OReTe 
GS, TER, Scere «RC) (CHAMBER). .iccics 6oscseesedeeess 
9. NEVERTHELESS (14) (Chappell ere err ee eer Tvrer 


10. A BUSHEL AND A PECK (6) (Morris) 


Second Group 


THINKING OF YOU (9) (Remick) 


ALL MY LOVE (18) (Mills) ees 
I'LL ALWAYS LOVE YOU (9) (Famous) 
IF YOU’VE GOT THE MONEY (Peer)... 
ABA DABA HONEYMOON (Feist) 
THE THING (8) (Hollis) ....... pave de. be bus 
TO THINK YOU’VE CHOSEN ME (Laurel) 
GET OUT THOSE OLD RECORDS (BVC) 
I STILL FEEL THE SAME ABOUT YOU (Odette). 
Ol BABE (Alamo) ey 

MARSHMALLOW WORLD (Shapiro-B) 


THIRSTY FOR YOUR KISSES (Mutual) ....ccccccccscveeeeees 


WOULD I LOVE YOU (Disney). 
LITTLE ROCK GETAWAY (Feist)....... 


see eeeweeeeereeeer eee eee 


$4066 eeereereeeeeeeereeeereeneee 


“*@evreeneeoree *e@eeeeoeveeoee ee 


{Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has be.n in the Top 10.) 
active in the hotel and theatre cir- | eee DAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAADD ADA AAAAAADAAARAAALALL LTT | 
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{ Perry Como 
seers’ ) Dean Martin 


{ Ralph Flanagan 

} Mills Bros 

\ Betty Hutton-Perry Como Victor 
‘| Mag Whiting-Jim Wakely Capitol 


\ Eddie Fisher 
} Don Cherry 


§ Ames Bros. 
‘| Mills 





Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 














Bing Crosby-Andrews Sisters: delivers a strong vocal on a good 
“Sparrow In the Tree Top’’-"For- | tune, ; at 
saking All Others” (Decca). Two|_ Lorry Raine: ‘I Didn't Mean To 
big sides by a top vocal combo.* Be Mean To You” -“Someone" 
“Sparrow,” a standout tavern-style | (London), Miss Raine continues to 
item, is given a commercially sock | make a good impression on wax, 
treatment with Crosby at his mel- | Her distinctive style hits nicely on 
lowest and the Andrews Sisters at | “Mean To You,” a number wiih 
their snappiest. Surefire for jocks | fair chances. On the flipover, she 
and jukes. Lyn Murray’s orch and also registers solidly on a good 
choral treatment of this number | tune. Cliff Parman orch backs up 
for Coral also rates attention. On| neatly. 
the Decca reverse, Crosby and the, Ruth 
girls pour out sweet cider on a, “Pleasant, Present Pastime” 
hillbilly ballad that could be as | (Wallis). Ruth Wallis, who his 
big as “Sparrow.” Vie Schoen made a rep with her risque party 
GPP stipplies “a fine framework. *~--| Tecords; steps-into the-regular ‘pop 
| Dinah Shore: “Lonesome Gal’- | Market with this coupling. “Friend- 
“Too Late Now” (Victor). “Lone-| Ship” is handled in a community- 
some Gal” is piling up lots of wax | Sing manner that’s slated for lots 
with Miss Shore’s slice at the top Of Juke spins. On the flip, 
‘of the stack, It’s a slow, feeling; Changes pace with an 
rendition that gets the maximum flavored item, her pipes not 
impact out of this number. Mar- being quite equal to the tune's 
garet Whiting’s cut for Capitol is | Tanse. Ray Charles chorus and 
also good but the weird theremin | Mac Ceppos orch back up. 
background effects distract from Singers Single Record Series 
them. vocal’s. interest. On the! {Victor). | Victor has followed up 
Victor reverse, Miss Shore handles last year’s “Here Come The Dance 


Wallis: “Friendship’- 





she 


Ozark- 


an okay ballad from Metro's pic,| Band” promotion with an even 
“The Royal Wedding.” Henri More commercial vocalist series 
Rene’s orch backs up neatly. |In this package idea, nine top 
Danny Kaye-Carol Richards: Victor artists have cut six sides 
| “How Could You Believe Me When piece, each handling pop stand- 
'I Said I Love You”-“I Left My ards by leading cleffers. All of 
Hat. In Haiti” (Decca) “Believe the sides on the 27 disks are slated 
| Me ”" from the pic “Royal Wed- for repeated spins, the whole sct 
ding sets a cute ride in this duet | CO™MPrising a fine library of stand- 
= t=] « . 


out oldies for jocks. Performances 
by the nine vocalists are firstrate 
the set having Perry Como on 
Billy Rose tunes, Tony Martin on 
Arthur Freed songs, Dinah Shore 
on Gus Gahn numbers, Mindy Car- 


and should garner plenty of novel- 
ty spins. On the reverse, Kaye, in 
excellent form, dishes up a chile 
| item from the same film, Four Hits 
and A Miss lending choral support 
with Vie Schoen batoning. 


Tony Bennett: “Once There | 5°" on De Sylva, Brown and Hen- 
Lived A Fool”-"I Can't Give You derson tunes, Dennis Day on Sig- 


mund Romberg numbers, Fran 
Warren on Harold Arlen numbers, 
Don Cornell on Sammy Fain tunes, 
Lisa Kirk on Dorothy Fields- 
Jimmy McHugh songs, and Eddie 
Fisher on Walter Donaldson tunes. 


Platter Pointers 
Cy Walter and Buddy Weed con- 
tribute two more firstrate keyboard 
demonstrations in Columbia’s long- 


Anything But Love” (Columbia). 
Bennett makes his best impression 
on “Fool,” a fine torch number 
which he sings with style and more 
restraint than he usually displays. 
On the reverse, he gives out with 
a jump version of the standard, 
Marty Manning orch backing up. 

Henry Jerome Orch: “Oh What 
A Face”’-“How’'s The Little Wom- 


an” (London). London worked fast’ play “Piano Moods” series ’ 
to get “Face’’ on the market and Same label has also reissued some 
this cut by Henry Jerome's orch  preat sides by Billie Holiday on 
might launch this novelty item " 


another long-play disk, featuring 
excellent jazz backgrounds... Ink 
Spots come up with a commercial 
version of “Tell Me You Love Me” 
(Decea) , Dottie O’Brien and 
Joe “Fingers” Carr have a cute of 
“Chicken Song” (Capitol)... Fred 
: Waring has two rich, tasteful sides 
_ y , Young in “No Man Is An Island” and 
Orch: “You're The One”-"“The “Worship” (Decca) .. . Some hot 
Searching Wind” (Decca). TWO mambo sides by Rickey Gardel 
beautiful sides featuring Dorsey's oreh for the Rithmo label ... 
trombone against Victor Young's Cliff Steward and his San Fran- 
string orch. Dorsey's horn is up ¢iseo Boys have a good side in 
front on “One,” with Bob London “Aba Daba Honeymoon” (Coral), 
delivering the vocal in okay fash-' | | | .ienny Carson’s Whiz Kids 
ion. Reverse is a straight instru- have a lively novelty in “Oh Wha 
mental that stands up under re-| Tah Goo Siam” (Discovery) ee 
peated spins. .., | Tony Mango's cut of “The Bridal 
Vaughn Monroe Orch: “Faith-) Waltz” and “Stella” rate attention 
ful’-“They’re Playing Our Song” | (Abbey). 
(Victor’. Monroe's baritone gets a Capitol Records has packaged an 
characteristic workout on “Faith- interesting set featuring the fid- 
ful,” an oldie which this cut could dling of Paul Nero on a series of 
revive. On the reverse, Monroe standards, including such stand- 
ie — j}ards as “Hot Canary”... Sammy 
| Kaye orch has cut a commercial 
|side in “Ronda Wanda Hoy” (Co- 
‘lumbia) . . . Some more fine sides 
by Artie Shaw in “It’s A Long 
Long Way To Tipperary” and 
“Show Me The Way To Go Home” 
(Decca) . On the same label, 
Tommy Dorsey and Mills Bros. join 


i 
Victor 
-sseeeeess Capitol 4|advantageously on a couple of 
Mario Lanza ............Victor hg “Please Don't Tal r 
ee 4 ; |; About Me When I’m Gone” an 

= nie ore, oheanntgs4 De we '“You Know You Belong To Some- 
Perry Como-Fontane Sis. .Victor $| body Else” . . . Eileen Barton has 
Guy Mitchell-M. Miller Columbia $)|a@ fair novelty in “I Met Him At 

¢ 


into the bigtime. It’s a cute idea 
executed with some okay comedy 
by Jerome’s crew. Sticks McGhee, 
also on the London label, strums 
it on a boogie beat with a good 
guitar and vocal solo. Reverse of 
the Jerome disk is a fair ballad. 
Tommy Dorsey - Victor 





Week of Feb. 10 





Patti Page Mercu,y 


Guy Mitchell-M. Miller Columbia 


> . /One O'Clock” (National) . . .Danny 
ee Se Coenen | Kaye’s version of “Il Taut I Taw A 
Victor | Puddy Tat” is one of the cuter 
Decca | versions of this number (Decca) 
|Bob Crosby and Connie Haines 
|team solidly on “Destination Moon’ 
‘(Coral) . . . Charlie Barnet’s orcli 
‘sounds okay on “Theme For Cyn- 
|thia” (Capitol) Kitty Kallen 
|clicks on a couple of folk tunes, 
“If You 


tice ank f 


eseeeves 


verre 


Want 
Decca 


; Some Lovin'” an 
ciety | “Last Night My Heart Crossed The 
/Ocean” (Mercury) .. . Bill Darnell’s 


| cut otf “Lovesick Blues” rates al- 
| 


Patti Page 
Dean Marti Capitol 
Jo Stafford Columbia 
D. Reynolds-C. Carpenter MGM 
Phil Harris Victor 
Eddy Howard seeee. .Mercury 
Guy Lombardo ..... 
Georgia Gibbs Coral 
Kay Starr ..Capitol 
Vaughn Monroe ........Victor 


Mercury 


tention (Coral) Anita O'Day 
' Sustains her recent pace on a cou- 
| ple of oldies, “I Apologize” and 
“You Took Advantage of Me 
(London) ., . Patti Page and Rex 
Allen duet on a couple of good 
sides, “Tag Along” and “Softly and 
| Tenderly” (Mercury) . . . On same 
label Billy Daniels hits strongly 0" 
(a couple of standards, “I Get 
Kick Out of You” and “Too Mat- 
|velous For Words” (Mercury’. 
Standout jaz, folk, wester®, 
‘polka religious, etc.: Arnett Cobb, 
“That's All Brother’ (Columbia) 
|... Andy Lockhart Sextet, “Ever)- 
‘body Loves That Hadacol” (Me'- 


coes SOCCER 


“ee eeer 


Coral 
Decca 
creeeeeeeee Mercury 


Bros 
Patti Page 
Les Paul 


eee ee ee tees 


os ee ee wee 


....Capitol 


curry)... The Ravens, “Lilacs 1” 
the Rain,” (National) 
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New Music Biz Prosperity Bypasses 
Bands; Most of ‘Em in B.0. Doldrums sry Fp \\ AXING As Competitive Scramble Lessens 


While rest of the music industry + 


has spurted into a boom period 
during the past five months, the 
band business is still muddling 
through a mediocre boxoffice situa- 
tion. Except for a handful of name 
orchs who have been racking ug 
consistently strong grosses, the 
vast majority of bands are not shar- 
ing in the new show biz prosperity. 

The one-niter business in partic- 
ular is still a hit-or-miss proposi- 
tion for the promoters. The an- 
ticipation early last year that the 
situation would improve to the 
point where a promoter could be 
guaranteed even a small return has 
not come to pass. Result has been 
an increasingly wary attitude to- 
wards experimenting with higher- 
priced crews. 

Band bookers have been trying 
to lick the situation with a variety 
of approaches, none of which have 
changed the situation. The knock- 


ing down of band prices, to give 
the promoter more of a chance, 


stimulated bookings somewhat, but 
the basic nut which a band organi- 
zation has to meet each week has 
precluded any drastic price cut- 
backs for the name crews. Another 
device which has helped, but not 
markedly, 
name crews into new 
instead of wearing down 
ance by repeat booking in the same 
areas. 

Band business has also been tak- 
ing a licking recently from the 
shutoff of revenue from the Army 
and Air Force camps as a result of 
the coin machine ban. It’s expect- 
ed, however, that the present situa- 
tion will be temporary. Once the 
camps start full-fledged operation, 
coin for the dance bands will likely 
be raised from other sources. 

Bookers and promoters’ are 
frankly baffled by the absence of 
any upbeat in the band business. 
The spending money, the spirit of 
the times and the musical stylings 
would ordinarily point to prosper- 
ous times. The crucial factor, how- 
ever, is still missing; namely, the 
appetite of the public for dancing. 
Some bookers say dancing is a dy- 
ing recreation. Others are pointing 
to video as the explanation why 
the one-niter halls are not full. 

Paradoxical feature in the setup. 
however, is the consistent click of 
some bands in areas which are 
generally lukewarm to other bands. 
Vet crews such as Gy Lombardo’s, 
Sammy Kaye’s, Lionel Hampton’s, 
Frankie Carle’s and a few others 


are still hitting a good pace. Among | 


the new crews, only Ralph Flan- 
agan, Ray Anthony and Jerry Gray 
are racking up steadily high 
grosses. 


STATE DEPT. EASES OUT 
OF WASH. SYMPH SNARL 


Washington, Feb. 13. 

The State Dept., which often 
barges in where angels fear to 
tread, got itself off the spot quick- 
ly here in the row over whether 
Washington's National Symphony 
Orchestra or the Boston Sym- 
phony should play for President of 
France Auriol, who is due to visit 
the U. S. next month. 

The Boston longhair aggregation 
has grabbed the plum with a con- 
cert scheduled for Constitution 
Hall, March 31. In view of 
Auriol’s acceptance, the concert 1s 
expected to be a sellout. 

Patrick Hayes, D. C. concert 
manager, who formerly managed 
the National Symphony, claimed it 
was a deliberate affront to the 
D. C. orch, and that “someone in 
the State Dept. has set himself or 
herself up as the musical arbiter 
for the nation.” 

It seems the State Dept. had to 
okay the deal. However, State de- 
nies doing more than approving 
arrangements which had already 
been made. 








Mike Connor, Decca publicity 


chief, heading for Chicago to in- 
Stall Bud Katzell as midwest disk 
jockey promotion 
diskery. 


rep for the 


has been the dating of | 
territories | 
accept- | 


ithe retailers’ 





ISRAEL ORCH CAN GAIN 
41GIN 3-NITEL.A. STAND 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. + 

Three-night stand of the Israel 
Philharmonic Orchestra at the 
6,553 - seat Shrine Auditorium 
March 3-4-5 may realize a_ profit 
of $41,000, which will be divided 
between the American Fund for 
Israel Institutions and domestic 
charities supported by the spon- 
soring L. A. Jewish Community 
Council. 

Gross can hit $49,750 with 300 
patrons contributing an additional 
$100 each for another $30,000. Ex- 
penses, including rental of $1,800, 
and advertising campaign of $10,- 
800, will reach $38,750. Leonard 
Bernstein conducts March 3 and 5, 
and Serge Koussevitzky March 4. 


RCA Trains Big 
Promotion Guns 


On Vocal Series 


Patterned after last year’s “Here 
Come the Dance Bands” promotion, 
RCA Victor is launching another 
major drive in behalf of its current 
“Singers’ Single Record Series.” 
Series, comprising 27 platters fea- 
turing the company’s nine top 
vocalists, is getting a full-dress 
campaign ranging from heavy ad 
expenditures to intensive’ disk 





- jockey exploitation. 


Initial reaction to the new series 
indicates that it will top the band 


ition, hinging on whether 


series in market acceptance. Un- | 


US.HoldsProbe To 


like the band promotion which was 
packaged in album form, the vo- 
calist series is being issued as sin- 
gles with the likelihood that sets, 
framed around each vocalists’ num- 
bers, will be pushed later. 


Victor is pitching up the vocal- | 
ist series to retailers as being ao 


bread-and-butter proposition in hy- | 


poing sales across-the-board via the 
promotional hubbub which the 
company is planning to stir. On 


part, acceptance of 


|the series is cued by the fact that 


all of the 54 numbers are proven 
‘standards which will not fade in 
inventory value once the drive sub- 
sides. 

As one of the promotional stunts 
for the series, Victor is issuing a 
disk with a_ behind-the-recording: 
session story. Disk was edited from 
a tape containing the impromptu 
remarks of artists and repertory 
chief Charlie Grean and the re- 
cording engineers, and the fluffs of 
Fran Warren during an actual wax- 
ing session. Platter will be sold 
at 25e per copy and will be avail- 
able to any customer buying one 
of the vocalist series. Henry Ona- 
.ratti, Victor’s pop promotion man- 
ager, produced the disk under the 
title of “The Recording Session.” 





Cates to Head Coral’s 
Coast A&R Operation 


George Cates, musical director 
for Coral Records, has been upped 
-as head of the company’s Coast op- 
erations under Coral’s artists and 
repertory chief Jimmy Hilliard. 
Hilliard is currently on the Coast 
huddling with Cates. 

Cates is also a songwriter with 
his current tune, “There’s More 
Pretty Girls Than One,” written in 
collaboration with Virginia Jerek, 
being picked up recently for pub- 
lication by Duchess Music. 





Franco Autori, associate conduc- | 
tor of the N. Y. Philharmonic- 
Symphony, has been granted four- 
week leave of absence to conduct 
the San Antonio Symphony, begin- 
‘ning Feb. 20. 


‘for the present investigation. 


LOGK OF SHOWS, 


Tunes from legit musical scores 
will be busting out on wax this 
spring and summer in line with a 
big flock of shows set or planned 
for Broadway production before 
the current legit fades. 
Number of musicals due on the 
boards shortly is unprecedented 
and is causing considerable anxiety 
among pop publishers who are won- 
dering how the major diskeries will 
find room for their tunes. 

Major platter companies are al- 
ready prepping sessions with their 
top artists on at least four musi- 
cals whose tunes have been given 
a release date before April 30. Four 
musicals are the Rodgers and Ham- 
merstein “The King and I” show; 
“Make a Wish,” with songs by 
Hugh Martin; “Tree srows in 


season 


Brooklyn,” with music by Arthur 
Schwartz and lyrics by Dorothy 
Fields; and ‘“Flahooley,” with 


music by E. Y. Harburg, Fred Saidy 
and Sammy Fain. 

Other musicals containing tunes 
up for consideration include such 
upcoming legit musicals as “It’s 
About Time,” a musical revue with 
numbers by a flock of writers; 
“Courtin’ Time,” with music by 


Don Walker and Jack Lawrence; | 
with music 


“So This Is Brooklyn,” 
by Buddy Fain, Bill Harrington, 
Dan Shapiro and Lester Lee; ‘Top 
Banana,” with words and music by 
Johnny Mercer; “Two on_ the 
Aisle,” with music by Jule Styne 
and lyrics by Betty Comdon and 
Adolph Green; “Month of Sun 
days,” “Messer Marco Polo” and 
“Seventeen.” 

Several of the above shows are 
tentatively scheduled for produc- 
coin can 
be raised. In any case, however, 
the rash of musicals is forcing the 
diskery a&r chiefs to allocate a 
major portion of their recording 
schedules in the next period to 

(Continued on page 42) 





Sheet Music Price 


Probe of the music publishing 
irdustry by the Department of 
Justice, which was launched a cou- 
ple of weeks ago, is being limited 
at the present stage within a sheet 
music price framework. As part 
of its policing of the anti-trust 
laws, department investigators have 
been delving into alleged price- 
fixing activities by publishers and 
jobbers. 

Investigation is currently being 
conducted, it’s understood, as a 
routine fact-gathering operation. A 
suit will be brought only if this 


operation throws up evidence of a_ 


price-fixing conspiracy. As yet, the 
probe is nowhere near the indict- 
ment stage. 

It’s also understood 


that the 


_ Justice Departme..t is not inter- 


ested at this point in the tieups 
between the film companies and 
some of the major publishers. 
That’s a familiar story to the de- 
partment and was not the stimulus 
The 
possibility exists, however, that the 
department’s probe will branch out 
into other fields if evidence of re- 
straint-of-trade is uncovered. 


Solon Doubles as Tunesmith 


New York State Senator Fred G. 
Moritt is currently doubling as a 
songwriter with his number, “Sing, 
Everyone, Sing,” getting a disk 
version by Jan Peerce for RCA 
Victor. Moritt set the public do- 
main tune to his own lyrics. 

Senator formerly was a radio 





‘singer on the old Lucky Strike 


show back in 1934. 





Abe Olman, general manager of 
Robbins, Feist and Miller, re- 
turned from Hollywood last week 
after surveving M-G-M’s and 20ih- 
Fox's pix score properties, 











TONY MARTIN RENEWS 
o-YR. PACT WITH VICTOR 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Tony Martin has inked a five- 
year exclusive waxing pact with 
RCA-Victor for whom he’s rec- 
orded for the last five years. Deal 
calls for yearly options after the 
five-year period ends. The guar- 
antee was not revealed. Manie 
Sacks, RCA artists relations chief, 
came from New York to nail deal 


eight months before the singer’s 
current pact expires. 
Like Perry Como’s RCA deal, 


contract gives Martin a straight 


5% of retail sales. Sacks says he’ll 


team Martin with Dinah Shore 
several times in addition to solo 
etchings. 





Hayes Into Key 
Exec Post in New 


Reshuffle at Col 


Columbia Records has completed 
another important reshuffle in its 
sales staff with the shiftover of 
George Hayes, sales manager of 
Times-Columbia, to a key echelon 
post at the diskery under Paul 
Wexler, overall sales chief. Hayes 
moveover from Col’s New York dis- 
trib outlet follows the recent re- 
verse switch of Paul Southard from 
Col, where he was vice-prexy over 
sales, to Times-Columbia. Southard 
will assume Hayes’ functions for 
the time being at the distrib of- 
fice. 

Hayes’ spot at Columbia has 
been specially built in order to 
strengthen the company’s sales op- 
eration in the hinterlands. Hayes 
will assist district managers in the 
field to gear their activities to the 
stepped-up merchandising tempo 
instituted under Wexler during the 
past few months. Hayes is also tak- 
ing over the jukebox operator con- 
tacting chores formerly handled by 
Robert Arkin. Latter, who came 
over from Decca last year for the 
special purpose of pushing Col’s 
product into the coin machines, has 
exited the company. 

Appointment of Hayes to the 
new post is the first major change 
in the Columbia exec setup since 
Jim Conkling assumed the prexy- 
ship at the outset of this month. 
“layes’ switch, however, was not 
directly executed under Conkling’s 
direction since it was in the works 
for some time. 


Lack of Quorum Defers 
AFRA Diskery Talks 


Negotiations between the major 
platter companies and the Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists 
for a pact covering non-musician 
talent have been suspended tem- 
porarily again. Meeting was called 
last week after a long hiatus in 
the talks but inability of several 
diskery reps to attend caused can- 
cellation of the bargaining session. 

Talks are scheduled to resume in 
three weeks when reps of RCA Vic. 
tor. Columbia and Capitol Records 
are expected to attend. Decea is 
not joining the other majors in the 
pact negotiations at this point. 


Snyder Renews Band 


Chicagu, Feb. 13. 

Bill Snyder, who disbanded his 
band last month for lacx of loca- 
tion dates and ultimately eused out 
of his MCA pact, will reassemble 
his group this month. Orchster has 
not inked with another agency as 
yet. 

Snyder has a waxing session on 
iap with London, doing standard 
sides and LP’s. 











* Switching from last year’s pat- 


tern of indiscriminate waxing, 
diskeries have launched 1951 with 
a trend toward making their own 
hits. Artists and repertory heads 
are targeting exclusive tunes for 
waxing with their top artists par- 
layed with full promotional guns. 

Justifying this policy is the fact 
that major diskeries have been 
able to crash through with at least 
one hit apiece, each not seriously 
challenged by competing compa- 
nies. Decca is virtually alone with 
Guy Lombardo’s etching of “The 


Chicken Song” —as are Mercury 
with Patti Page’s ‘Tennessee 
Waltz,’ Victor with Mario Lanza’s 


“Be My Love,” Columbia with Guy 
Mitchell's “My Heart Cries for 
You,” MGM with the Debbie Rey- 
nolds-Carleton Carpenter cut of 
“Aba Daba Honeymoon” and Capi- 
tol with Les Paul’s ‘Little Rock 
Getaway.” Not that covering tactics 
no longer exist. They are, how- 
ever, less widespread. The current 
policy of following an established 
click is based on the expectation 
that some of its success will rub 
off, but the diskeries are not stak- 
ing everything on this hope. 

Independent thinking of a&r 
chiefs has restored health not only 
in the competitive field but in the 
internal functioning of the dis- 
keries themselves. Not in evidence 
today are the fears that heads 
would roll in a&r because of a hit 
famine. That was partially symp- 
tomatized by the frenzy with which 
labels rushed to cover on thé 
strength of hypos and rumor. The 
16 or more sides on such tunés as 
“Cincinnati Dancing Pig’ and 
“Molasses” were phenomena that 
characterized a phase of insecurity 
now apparently past. 

Further salutary effects of a&r 
confidence and the _ corollary 
shrinkage of the release list extend 
to the record retailer who no 
longer finds himself deluged with 
numerous pressings, in rapid suc- 
cession, in a variety of speeds. The 
easing of the inventory factor is 
the main consideration here. 

Although some music publishers 
are hurt by the brake on waxings, 
those lucky enough to come up 
with records of their tunes are 
benefitting. Time is needed to 
nurse the usual song to the hit 


stage; and with diskeries inclined 


to observe the pubber’s exploita- 


_tion schedule, pubs are now given 


sufficient elbow room in which to 
plug their top tunes. 


LORRY RAINE INKED TO 
REGULAR LONDON PACT. 


Lorry Raine has een inked to a 
new pact by London Records, un- 
der which she’s been guaranteed 
a minimum of 12 sides yearly, 
with a royalty percentage based on 
sales volume. Pact binds her for 
one year, with two one-year op- 
tions. 

Up to now, Miss Raine’s man- 
ager, Tim Gayle, has been produc- 
ing disks with -the thrush on an 
indie basis and then turning them 
over to London for distribution. 
Move to ink Miss Raine was cued 
by her “Harbor Lights” click last 
year on the London label. Joe 
Delaney, London's pop artist and 
repertory chief, handled the deal 
for the diskery, which is planning 
a promotional push for Miss Raine. 








Margaret Truman Soloist 
2d Time With St. L. Sym»h 


St. Louis, Feb. 13. 
Margaret Truman is skedded to 
appear as soloist with the St. 
Louis Symphony March 13. It will 


'be her second p.a. with orch since 


lar nching her pro-career. 
She drew SRO attendance here 
on Oct. 30-31, °49. 





Fort Worth—Ran Wilde and his 
band will replace Reggie Childs at 
the Keystone room of the Hotel 
Texas here. Featured with Wilde 
will be Camilla Lane and the 
Hamilton Sisters. 
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Ops Gear Jukes 
For Dime Plays 


Chicago, Feb. 13. 

Aim of juke box operators to 
eventually remove the nickel slot 
from their automatic phonograph 
machines is currently approaching 
reality in the Chicago area. So 
far, have taken the first big 
step toward what they call “public 
the dime-a-play” by 
the customer two se- 
lections for 10c and doing 
away with the nickel hole en- 
tirely. Over 25% of coin machines 
here have already’ made the two- 
for-a-dime conversion, with the 
possibility of a clean sweep by the 
end of the year. ‘ 

Recent hike of telephone calls 
to 10c in key cities was the 
cue for juke box ons to adopt 
the straight dime policy. Public's 
apparent ready acceptance here 
to the phone increase and the 
additional 6c outlay for each 
recording were the decisive fac- 
tors toward the conversion, oper- 


ops 


education of 


now giving 


ators said, but all reveal the 
straight dime per selection policy 
is still a long way off. Although 
the bulk of machines here have 
not choked off the nickel hole en- 
tirely, at least all large outfits 
here will do so as soon as they 


can muster the manpower. 
Metropolitan Amus. Corp. 
Century Amus. Corp. two 
Chi houses, both admit 
shy away from_ juve 


and 
large 
they'll 
haunts 


with the new policy, until better 
results on the switch are achieved. 
As it stands now, most ops here 
feel they can get away with the 
two-for-a-dime play at pubs and 
restaurants, but are unwilling to 
test the kiddies as yet. 

Mercury and Victor record pro- 
'métion men here echo the senti- 
ments of the ops on the latter 
score, cantering along on the old 
‘assumption that the kiddies are 
‘buying the disks  hereabouts, 
mostly on the strength of juke box 
play, and all efforts should be 
made to keep the supply strong 


for the youngsters and as cheaply | 


as possible. 


Dodie 0’Neil Gets Thrush 
Post in Krupa’s New Band 


Completing reorganization of his 
band, Gene Krupa has added Dodie 
O'Neil, former thrush with the 
Artie Shaw orch, as vocalist. Kru- 
pa’s new crew is a medium-sized 
combo, cumprising 12 sidemen. 

Band is launching a series of one- 
niters in the east. It hassalso been 
pencilled for several RCA Victor 
waxing sessions in New York this 
month. Jack Egan is managing the 
organization. 








Ray Sinatra Hurt in Crash 

Ray Sinatra, accompanist for 
Evelyn Knight, is in serious con- 
dition in Good Samaritan hospital, 
Lebanon, Pa., as result of car 
crashing into truck Saturday night 
while he was driving to N. Y. from 
Minneapolis, enroute to Miss 
Knight’s Montreal engagement. 














———— 


TW 


0 famous 


entertainers 
praise the 
Wurlitzer Organ 








Dick Leibert 


famous organist of Radio City Music Hall 


“The first organ I’ve ever 
played that permits so many 
of the ‘champagne’ effects I 
like to put into music,” said 
Lawrence Welk... ‘‘a splendid 
instrument for the professional, 
an ideal choice for places of 
public entertainment.” 

And Dick Leibert says, “A 
really wonderful instrument... 
It is remarkably fast and lively 





— —-- 
| The Rudolph Wurlitzer Company 


Wiriiieer ere" 


World's largest Builder of Organs and Pianos Please send me free illustrated and descrip- 


Under One Nome ‘ tive booklet on the Wurlitzer Organ. 
@ | Name 
For complete information, ; Street 
mail the coupon. City Jone State 
Di ee Le, leslie ns lalt dmmliinienichotanients 


Lawrence Welk 


the “Champagne Maestro” 
— popular radio and recording artist 


in action, and the range of 
tonal colors is superb.” 

Two full 61-note keyboards, 
25-note pedal clavier, more 
than 1000 different tonal col- 
ors. And it’s the lowest-priced 
standard two-manual organ 
you can buy. | 

The Model 30, illustrated, is 
only one of several models in 
the Wurlitzer line. Write for 
itlustrated booklet. 














Top Songs on TV, 


(Alphabetically Listed) 
Week of Feb. 2-8, 1951 


(Based on copyrighted Audi- 
ence Coverage Index and 
Audience Trend Index pub- 
lished by Office of Research, 





Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, 
director.) 
, Se Eee eS Shapiro-B 


It’s Lovely Day Today. Berlin 
| Heart Cries for You. ..Massey 
| Tennessee Waltz......Acuff-R 
| Beautiful Eyes.... .Paramount 
| 

5 Top Standards 
| By Light Silv’ry Moon. Remick 


} 


| Enjoy Yourself Morris 
Limehouse Blues Harms 
Lover ; .. Famous 
What Is This Thing Harms 








Out-of-Town Intro Of 
Foreign Longhairs To 


| Be Tested in New Plan 


The concert trade is watching 


with some interest a new plan for | 


promoting artists mapped out by 
Andre Mertens, veepee of Colum- 
Artists Mgt., and head of its 
Mertens & Parmelee division. It’s 
recognized practice in the concert 
biz, importing an_ artist | 
abroad, to present them in 
recital in N. Y. and sell them sub- 
sequently to local managers and 
their audiences around the coun- 
try on the strength of N. Y. press 
notices. Few impresarios 
dared to offer an artist 


bia 


when 


from 


have 
until 


they've had the N. Y. stamp of 
approval. 
| It was Mertens’ novel idea that 


certain quality artists with a Euro- 
pean rep, but unknown here, could 
be sold to U. S. audiences without 
the .N. Y. tag. A year ago he 
queried about 75 managers on his 
idea. Advantages offered them 
were (1) a moderate introductory 
fee, with option for renewal at a 
reasonable price; (b) prestige that 
a successful debut would mean to 
the local manager and his audi- 
ence, and (c) opportunity to the 
public outside N. Y., as he 
claimed, ‘“‘to assert its musical in- 
dependence.” 

Certain managements liked the 
idea, and Mertens signed them up 


Opera, in Milan, and well known 
in Europe via recitals, orch ap- 
pearances and recordings. Singer 
arrived in the U. S. last week for 
recital and symph 20 dates set by 
Mertens. These include Amherst 
College yesterday (12); Cincinnati 
Symphony (16-17); New Friends of 
Music, Pittsburgh (19); Orchestral 
Assn. of Chicago (22-23); Cornell 
College, Mt. Vernon, Ia. (27); 
March dates in Montreal, Quebec, 
Ottawa, Téronto, Miami Beach, 
Louisville and Houston, and April 
dates in Los Angeles, Boston and 
New York. The Hub date is with 
the Boston Symphony, and the 
N. Y. date is a recital, at Town 
Hall, after her tour. 

Mertens thinks his plan will 
work out to the satisfaction of the 
artist, the local manager and audi- 
ence, and to himself, and-is al- 
ready offering three other artists 


son. These are Irmgard Seefried, 
Austrian soprano, member of the 
Vienna State Opera, who will have 
her U. S. debut with the Cincin- 
nati Symphony, Oct. 15, 1951; Ar- 
thur Grumiaux, Belgian violinist, 
who has appeared with major Eu- 
ropean orchs, and Monique de la 
Bruchollerie, French pianist, who 


|or Chicago Symphony, 





EMBERS, N. Y., PREEM SET 


mer site of Bradley’s, N. Y., opens 
next Monday (19). 
and Art Tatum have been booked 
for initial layout. 

Spot will be operated by Monte 
Kay, formerly partnered’ with 
Ralph Watkins in the operation of 
the now defunct Royal Roost, N. Y. 


'truck into service. 


for his first artist in this deal. | 
She’s Suzanne Danco, Belgian 
soprano, member of La _ Scala’ 


under similar setup for next sea- | 


wij! make her U. S. debut in Janu- | 
ary, 1952, either with the Boston 


The Embers, located on the for- | 


Joe Bushkin | 








Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Tennessee Waltz”’ 
Retail Sheet Best Seller 
“Tennessee Waltz’’ 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“My Heart Cries For You” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Tennessee Waltz”’ 
Best British Seller 
“Petite Waltz’ 





Inside Orchestras—Music 


Approach of the Easter season is bringing along the greatest prolifer. 
ation of rabbit songs in Tin Pan Alley’s history. Every possible title 
combination is being used from the straight “Rabbit Song” to “Funny 
Little Bunny,” “My Funny Sonny Honey Bunny,” and “Sonny the 
Bunny,” among other monicker variations of the same theme. “Sonny 
the Bunny,” incidentally, was cleffed by Tommy Johnston, vice-prexy in 
charge of toys at Macy’s department store. Tune is getting a tieup 
with a toy which will be exploited at the store. Gene Autry, who did 
last year’s click “Peter Cottontail,” has etched the number which ig 
being handled by Broadcast Music, Inc. 








First potential pop hit to come out of the CBS “Songs For Sale” show 
seems to be “O What a Face,” a novelty item cleffed by Art Kane and 
| performed on the show several weeks ago. Major diskeries are getting 
on the number with RCA Victor having made it with Phil Harris as g 
followup to the latter’s click “The Thing.” Lyrics on “Face” were 
slightly revised in the Victor version to tie in with the “Thing.” London 


' Records has also rushed the tune with two versions by Henry Jerome's 


orch and Sticks McGhee. 





Unable to make deliveries in New England last week due to the 
switchmen’s strike, Ethel Smith Music pressed its Chevrolet pickup 
Manned by salesman Frank Hacketson, the truck 
was loaded with shipments for Boston, Portland and other downeast 
jobbers. Firm also took along a batch of Edwin Morris’ top-selling 
copies. Latter pub reciprocated by distributing some of the Smith 
outfit’s songs in the Philadelphia area. 





Part of its promotion for the “Valentino Tango,” a tune from the 
Edward Small film production of Rudolph Valentino’s biog, Duchess 
Music circulating disk jockeys with a special platter containing a brief 
historical sketch of tango by the musicologist Sigmund Spaeth. On the 
flipover, disk contains Tony Bennett's version of the tune for Columbia 
Records. Disk is being sent initially to jocks in five key cities where 
the pic is slated to open shortly. 





As part of its campaign for Brotherhood Week, starting Feb. 18, 
National Council of Christians and Jews is pushing the song, “No Man 
Is an Island.” Tune, cleffed by Joan Whitney and Alex Kramer and 
published by Bourne, has a brotherhood theme with the title stemming 
from a John Donne work. Number has been recorded by Fred War- 
ing’s orch and choir for Decca and is being promoted among jocks and 
program directors as suggested material during the tolerance drive. 


‘Chi Hotels, Niteries 
Settling Down Under 

’ - _| Walter Hendl has been re-en- 

Tooters 5-Day Policy’ gaged as conductor of the Dallas 


ss Chicago, Feb. 13. | Symphony Orchestra for his third 

Chi’s local 10, AFM, whose, year. 

Christmas present to bistro opera- 
tors was a demand for a five-day 
week with six days pay for hired 
musicians, has won its point after 
heavy initial opposition. The Cafe 
Owners Association, which voiced 
the loudest protest initially, is 
making the adjustment to the new 
proviso after getting no rise out 
of Economic Stabilizer Alan Valen- 
,tine and Wage Stabilizer Cyrus S. 
|Ching. Furthermore, little reac- 
tion is noticed from COA mem-| 
bers themselves at this time. | 

Instead, most adjustments of per- 
‘sonnel have taken place already, | 
}causing some major reshuffling be- | 
|tween regular and fill-in bands, 
|some closings on one night of the 





stantial nose-dive in bookings at 
{ lounges using high-priced small 
units. 














MOVING UP FAST 
ON ALL SURVEYS 


THE 
ROVING 
KIND 





HOLLIS MUSIC, INC. 
129 W. 52d St.. New York 

















week, and a few spots giving up “i 


ABA DABA 


‘full units for trios. Most of the 
dickering at the present is appar- 
ently carried on between operators 
|and the musicians. 

Most current case is the reported 
ousting of Lawrence Welk in the 
|William Karzas ballroom circuit. 
| Maestro Welk, it has been said, 
| tore up his agreement with Kar- 
zas after the Aragon-Trianon own- 


HONEYMOON 


Featured in the M-G-M Musical Smash 
“TWO WEEKS WITH LOVE 


DEBBIE seneeeeer-* «ene CARPENTER 
M.G-M 
RICHARD HAYES—KITTY KALLEN 






/er asked Welk to cut down on his Mercury 

| personnel to help offset additional FREDDY MARTIN 
\expenditures due to the edict. uae tan 
| Welk, who carries 21 persons on Columbia 


his payroll, using 18 on the stand, 
refused and ultimately walked out 
of a plushy pact with Karzas, call- | 
ing for a given number of engage- | 
ments a year, | 

Only other drastic changes are | 
the darkening of the Blackhawk | 
and Martinique niteries on Sun- | 
day and Monday, respectively; the | 


complete shuttering of the Swiss | Reflections in the Water 


|Chalet at the Bismarck Hotel; | ne ee eee 
| switch from a full unit to a trio at | + 


the Glass Hat, Congress Hotel, and | Paul Francis Webster 
lastly, what agencies claim is a sub- 


— 
ee eB Oe 8 nen nem ene ete 
S>eupaugeanas See aes 
Sas 
Sees ass 


The 


BENNY GOODMAN 


Sextette 
| Exclusive COLUMBIA RECORDING Artists 
| EL RANCHO VEGAS 


Two Weeks Starting February 14 





CLIFF STEWARD—SAN FRANCISCO BOYS 
Coral 


LEO FEIST, INC. 











PROGRAM 
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ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 


New York Chicago 
745 Sth Ave. Pi. 97-4600 203 No. Wabash | 


sty Sate Boo cele 


Hollywood 
9151 Sunset Bivd. 
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| al |.les 3 | 
VARTETY s| 13/2 3 | 
Survey of retail disk best % | ~ | 0 3 | 
sellers, based on reports ob Ss) .78/8) 6} S|. ~|—|2| 3 
tained from leading stores in ial e@lals | sie iglalSZigis | ais 
12 cities and showing com ‘ & iz 5 21° & § Sigisia 
parative sales rating for this bo ele ioe | Flee ~|/wial| T 
and last week. >| 8] o ‘Misia /R&is|isisis I 
aisle is i lizlelsi@iaisiei rt 
. Isis cialis ilies tigi 
|o| é a), ot 4 1S b« 
National Week Ending | 7 £ ao | = 2 c < E | : = | p 
. = | | I & ©) | , = Oo 
Rating S| 6/ @ | = | | | | & 2) Ss 
Feb. 10 wield sim ( es (Sle e/sis 8 
rhis Last Sle (SiS eis islelslsiiis| 7 
nL rZ1Olsie@inviv¥ialolisi#iavial s 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
| “Tennessee Waltz”—5534... 3 @ f 1 ] 1 4 1 1 1 1 102 
~ G. MITCHELL-M. MILLER (Col) — 
2 4 “My Heart Cries for You"—39067. 2 2 .. 7 2 2 #1 1 3 3 2 85 
~ MARIO LANZA (Victor) — 
3 2 “Be My Love’—10-1561A........ 3 1 2 9 3 5 2 2 2 9 5 9 80 
P. COMO-FONTANE SIS. (Victor) _— 
4 5 “You're Just in Love”—20-3945A _ . i, eo 4 4 S ix 3 5 3 2 8 60 
PERRY COMO (Victor) in 
S © Sissies Fo ES SE 9 S 8 - SO. Bae ss 
~ G. MITCHELL-M. MILLER (Col) 
6 6 __ “Roving Kind”’—39067 oe ae ee 5 8 8 2 8 7 28 
BILLY ECKSTINE ¢M-G-M) | cn 
a  — SOP, 5 6 4 19 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) as Se : 
7B 8 “Would I Love You”—5571. veeeee _9 _5 6 Bsa a a) 19 
WEAVERS-G. JENKINS (Decca) ind 
8A 7 “So Long”—27376............... 5 7 8 9 9 17 
PHIL HARRIS (Victor) many | 
8B 7% = 6The Thing*—S0-S006B.......... 8 .. «. «s «5 @ »» F os 2. op 3S 19 HH 
PERRY COMO-B. HUTTON (Vic) 
i) iil “Bushel and a Peck”—20-3930 soe Orgs alee % i = oe 5 16 | 
MEL BLANC (Capitol) 
10A 10 “I Taw a Puddy Tat”—1360...... .. .. 4 4 14 
REYNOLDS-CARPENTER (MGM) 
10B 10 “Aba Daba Honeymoon”—3282... .. .. .. 5 .. .. 6 8 14 
GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) 
11A 16 “Harbor Lights”—27208.......... a ee a ae a a ee 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor) 
11B 10 “Bring Back the Thrill”—20-4016A 10 .. .. 3 7 13 | 
MILLS BROS. (Decca) 
12A 15 “Nevertheless” —27253 see teeeees 6 6 10 | 
SAMMY KAYE (Columbia) 
12B 14 “Harbor Lights” —38963.. . eee 5 7 10 
DINAH SHORE (Victor) 
13 13 “My Heart Cries s for You”—20-3978 Soe nlm 3 8 
PINE TOPPERS (Coral) | 
14 “Mocking Bird Hill”—60461.. 4 7 || 
T. MARTIN-D. SHORE (Victor) | 
15A 16 “Penny a Kiss”—20-4019. pee ales ey aie 9 10 8 6 
JIMMY WAKELY (Capitol) | 
15B 9 “My Heart Cries for You”—1328. ‘ 5 6 
VIC DAMONE (Mercury) 
16A “Tell Me You Love Me”—5572... .. 6 , o | 
LES PAUL (Capitol) | 
16B “Little Rock Getaway”’—1316. evee ee ee ee 6 ee ee . ee . . 7 5 
at a = 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
(Based on Points Earned) 
No. of | No. of 
Label Records Points Label Records Points 
Victor sseeeeeoe eceeeeeeeeeeeeere g 255 | M-G-M eevee eeeeeeeereeeeeeeeee 2 33 
Mercury eceeveseeeeeeeeeeeeceeeese 3 126 | Capitol seeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereene 3 25 
Columbia eeeeeeeweeeeeeeeeeeeee 3 123 | Coral erere ee eeeeeeeeeeeoveeeere l 7 
Decca eeeeeeeeeeve ee eoeerve 3 40 
1 2 3 a 5 
GUYS AND DOLLS! souTH PACIFIC | VOICE OF xTABY)| CALL ME MADAM, OUT OF THIS 
F I V E T O P Broadway Cast Brecd Cos? Ethel Merman WORLD 
Decca seastaie : Yme Sumac Decca Broadway Cast 
ALBUMS DA-825 Columbia etait DA-818 Columbia 
9-203 MM850 ov 9-166 MM-980 
DLP-8036 ML4180 CC244 DLP-8035 ML-54390 
. a “week, with Jimmy Dorsey orch set | 
to follow March 27 for one week | 
| ...Larry Faith band, using Tommy | 
Carlyn sidemen, set for midwest | 
1] @ p a break-in at Melody Mill, Chi, March 
25, indef...Larry Fotine to Oh, 
‘Henry Ballroom, Chi, March 21, 














Jazz 


pianist 
booked solidly for next couple o 


New York 


Erroll Garner 


‘hotel, Memphis, March 12... With | 
jhis local tele show folding this’! 
month, singer Art Morton checks, 


f\ into New York for roost at New! Johnny Hodges All-Stars to Blue 
months, starting with one week/ Yorker hotel ice show...Mercury| Note, March 9 for two weeks. 


at the Celebrity Club, Providence,| yeepee Art Talmadge to Coast on 
Feb. 26, and following with the puddles...Tiny Hill etched two 


Blue 
March 


Boston, March 21 and bookings in| anon, Chi, March 6... Los Martinos, | 17-city concert tour after finishing 
Cleveland, Chicago, 
City before hitting Los Angeles for} Forest Park hotel, 
three months ... Margaret Whiting week...Tommy Conley 
foes on the first leg of an ¢xten- Commodore Club, Windsor, Can., 
‘ive Army camp and hospital tour, | Feb. 13. ..Cordsmen return to Club 
Feb. 20, with a visit to the hospi-| Alexandria, Newport, Va., Feb. 13 
lals in the San Francisco Bay 
+». Charlie Burnett orch held over | 
Riviera restaurant, 


Mirror, 


5. 


Washington, D. C., 
the RKO theatre in 


and Kansas 


hrea 


Port 


Washington, until next September 
‘. . Orioles, vocal group, launch a 
Series of one-niters in Florida next 


Week 


Sarah Vaughan stars in 


@ Carnegie Hall concert Feb. 21, 
‘Upported by the Erroll Garner 
‘lo und Lester Young’s band. 


Tommy 


With 


GAC, 
break-in 


Chicago 
Reed orch, formerly 
makes its location 


with MCA at Peabody 


‘sides at Mercury folk session last 
week...Orrin Tucker set for Tri- 
Mutual, go to, 
St. Louis, this | 
trio to) 


‘now booked by 


| ...Ken Griffin plays Home Appli- 
ance Show, Rockford, Ill., March 
14 for three days. ..Marmonicats 
inked for Seville theatre, Montreal, 
Can., Feb. 27...Alexander Gray 
doubles between Congress hotel 
and Chicago Auto Show, starting 
Feb. 17...Donna_ Beers, recent 
bride of vocalist Bobby Beers, has 
joined MCA staff... . Paramount 
| Music plugger Sam Fox covering 
‘Southern territory. ..Shep Fields | 
band set for Edgewater Beach _ho- 
tel March 2. Jan Garber to Casa 
Loma, St. Louis, March 13, for one 





indef...Stan Kenton band racked 
up $3,400 one-night gross at George | 
Devine’s Ballroom, Milwaukee, last 
week. ..Muggsy Spanier and 





Hollywood 


Louis Armstrong took off on a 


a stint in “The Strip” at Metro... 
Frank DeVol band inked for a one- 
nighter at Pomono College Satur- 
day (17)...Muggsy Spanier set for 
a fortnite at the Stage Door, Mil- 
waukee, starting March 23...Rob- 
ert Armbruster, west coast musi- 
cal director for NBC, will hence-| 
forth assist and advise Henri Rene, | 
RCA-Victor coast recording direc- | 
tor, on Red Seal etching activities. | 
Benny Goodman Quintet! 
launches what may be a fulil- 
fledged comeback today (14) with 
the start of a two-week date at El) 
Rancho Vegas, Las Vegas... Stan 
Myers orch booked to backstop 
the Lou Walters Latin Quarter | 
Revue which rekindles the long- | 
dark Earl Carroll's Feb. 20... ‘| 
(Continued on page 42) 





RUSS MOR 








“@: 





plays... 
Music in the Morgan Manner 


MOCKIN’ BIRD 
HILL 


and 


FLYING EAGLE POLKA 


DECCA 27444 and *9-27444 








CURRENT RUSS MORGAN FAVORITES 








DECCA 
27445 | LOVE THE WAY YOU SAY GOODNIGHT 
*9-27445 IT ONLY TAKES A MINUTE 
DECCA 
27415 SILVER MOON 
*9-27415 POOR BUTTERFLY 
AR 











GLORIA 
De HAVEN 


2 Beautiful Renditions 


| SEE A MILLION PEOPLE 


(But All | Can See Is You) 





and 


IF | WERE A BLACKBIRD 


DECCA 27328 and *9-27328 








THE RAY-0-VACS 


sing... A Sepia Hit! 


TAKE ME BACK TO MY 
BOOTS AND SADDLE 
and 


GOODNIGHT MY LOVE 


DECCA 48197 and *9-48197 
CURRENT RAY-O-VACS FAVORITES 











DECCA 
48181 A KISS IN THE DARK 
*9-48181 GOT TWO ARMS 
DECCA 
48162 BESAME MUCHO 
*9-48162 YOU GOTTA LOVE ME BABY TOO 


*Indicates 45 RPM Version Single Records 85c each (plus tax) 


1) EC ( A -America’s:Fastest 


= Selling =Records! 


ree 











~ 



















































































Autumn Leaves 
Beng Back The TOT... ic tei wees 


Criterion 
Maypole 


Chicken Song Leeds 
Dear Dear Dear Be os eR ee Goday 
I Am Loved--*“Out of This World” WEE he Chappell 
I Don’t Mind Being All Alone ee eee Mills 
If You’ve Got the Money, I’ve Got the Time............ Peer 
Tooke. Like a Cae Gis wien... 3 cs ioe cei be BS wd aes. Lombardo 
Nobody's Chasing Me—**Out Of This World”..............Chappell 
One Finger Melody ........... ON sae aN aw SS Barton 
CORRE GIR. 65:5 6. 0 4.605 996 Cath d oD 8 Ooo CHRO Frank 
Pee ae ars er rere rr eer or ee ee rer ee H&R 
go |” ee ee meee ere re ree res ee ee eee Duchess 
OE nS res ere er ere i rer em ween er ee ry yee er Mills 
ee eer eee re ree ee ee ea ee Folkways 
SR SEE ok bk s Seles sans ee ery er Peer er err Hollis 
*“Tonda Wanda Hoy—*“At War With the Army” ......... Paramount 
fc: eo nn eee et ee rr res cok ok Disney 


+ Filmusical 





* [,eait Musical. 



































“MAY THE 
GOOD LORD 
BLESS AND 
KEEP YOU”’ 
“THE VISION OF 
BERNADETTE’”’ 


MGM 30334, 78 RPM 
K 30334, 45 RPM 


THE GREATEST NAME 











PLAYS 


M-G-M RECORDS 














“FIDDLIN’ 
FOR 
FUN’’ 


“ZING ZING 
ZOOM ZOOM’’ 


MGM 30324, 78 RPM 
K 30324, 45 RPM 





' Shriner set 
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6 9 ° | 
| | 
Week of Feb. 2-8, 1951 ot 
Richard Himber’s log of broadcast performances, compiled on basis | 
of varying point ratings for plugs on commercial and sustaining pro- 
grams logged in each of the 3 major territories, New York, Chicago and VARIETY 
Los Angeles. Both groups of songs are alphabetically listed. "ARIETY “ > 
First Group Survey of retail sheet music 3 a, , 
Songs Publishers ; Z 2, fe S + 
a ‘ » Aorri sales, based on reports obtained o 3 = § o 
A Bushel and a Peck—*“Guys and Dolls” ....-+++seeeeees Morris “ 0 in 18 elttes © ) 2 
PV MR eee tre eraee SOO ET eeree Terr re, Mills from leading stores tn a 2 2 ale¢ 
And You'll Be Home...........cccsecreccccsccccccccees Burke-VH and showing comparative sales i] s A _lais S Ol] » 
A Penny a Kiss bs Pda ches eee eek ee ober everehs ewedees Shapiro rating tor this and last week. M = > s | * |‘ Ss & Ties 
Be My Love—7“Toast of New Orleans” ........eeeeeeeees Miller — Sia2j/¢e/4 ca a |2 clei Z T 
Best Thing For You—*‘‘Call Me Madam”........... Berlin 2/6 | Silzlialsiag/xz e EISIA 
Get Out Those Old Records...........cscccceceee’s Lombardo re ott Shelf ne 5 2)|§ | a] Silal bk 
Harbor Lights Chappell W k E di IS |Gl | zliclflelel2z /2/@/2 
Hullabaloo Mills National ee ni ing ee 3) @ .|O] Ris = S| | 2 | & | p 
If Shapiro er a | |S oi .-.|/6;8/% | oa els; 
: ee aie: Rating me | | te vw | i\fePialidjie|/ 3g iP; 0 
If | Were a Bell—*“Guys and Dolls Morris Feb. 10 s S| S a | sis ois laimlieael|@¢e|i 
I Remember the Cornfields Leeds S | < $|$| Sia S| S = | 2 = iN 
It’s a Lovely Day Today—**Call Me Madam” Berlin | This Last eleis leis lelelsiei/slelsl 2 
I've Never Been In Love Before— Guys and Dolls” . Morris wk. wk. Title and Publisher lz O13 | lglale Ely le |S | b | s 
May the Good Lord Bless and Keep You. .......+++++- Pickwick —— apr ~erieeiganneanetigg Tae eR OI —— 
Music By the Angels ..... 1... ccc cc ccccscwccssccwesevece Leeds 1 1 “Tennessee Waltz” (Acuff-R).... \ = = a. 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 12 
My Heart Cries For You Massey 2 2 “My Heart Cries for You” (Massey) 2 2 3 3 2 3 3 4 2 2 2 2 102 
Nevertheless—- *“Three piggy i C er 3. 4 “If” (Shapiro-B) Sell ee a ys 8 aK a on ae — a 
cig tnd gr aa and You're So Beautiful............. ae 15 “Be My Love” (Miller) — a 2 a on ee er St ee ee ee 
Loving l ~ — - a 2 ee we eee wee eee eee eee Yee’ “Yam ek “ee Yee “ene 
Tear Drops From Your Eyes Simon 5 3 “You're Just in Love” (Berlin) oe: 6 7 5 4 Me 2 a 5 10 + 3 69 
Tennessee Waltz Acuff-R 6 6 “Harbor Lights” (Chappell)...... a ere ee ee Be 7 34 
Thinking of You Three Little Words” g paver 7A 9 “It Is No Secret” (Duchess)....... 5 5 1 © ts 8 5 30 
‘TT tT . yr”: . ‘ ce Nie wa u _ - Fe eae see? ies! mee eee ee (el a 
Co ee ee he aac? wos as conan 7B 7 “Bushel and a Peck” (Morris).........8 4 9 7 7 +7 +8 8 3 30 
Use Your Imagination Out Of This World Chappell ian ‘ ‘ —— saline MN Pi I 
Velvet Lips Lombardo 8A 10 “Roving Kind” (Hollis) : vesoee GO os 5 6. 16 
You and Your Beautiful Eyes At War With the Army”. . Paramount 8B 8 “Nevertheless” (Chappell)........_.. 9 , 8  oieF 7 8 16 
You Love Me—*“West Point Story” W poweer 9 12 ” “Zing Zing Zoom Zeom” (Robbins) 10 = 4 13 
u're st li e— *“Cz > 1dam” eriin —-- x eee pee a —— 
Zin "ving ‘Zoom 2 20m ne ene Robbin 10 “Aba Daba Honeymoon” (Feist).. .. ...  .«. B ss fie Aer 9 ll 
y ‘ g ,00! ut v¢ S —_— — : " a sw. en 
> 11 12 “Petite Waltz’ (Duchess)......... .. «- «- 6 68 10 ax 9 
Second Group ; 12A 13 "Ee Lone” (POIRAW). occ cs cus eee'e 8 ‘ er 8 
Aba Daba Honeymoon ; Feist 1i2B EES a Lovely Day” Berlin) 9 5 8 
Always You Dreyer-M 








Diskeries, Artists Tie In 
With Macy’s Music Show 
recording 


Diskery displays and 


artist guest appearances will high- | 


light R. H. Macy’s TV and music 
show opening tomorrow (Thurs.) at 
the N. Y. department store. 

Participating recording compa- 
nies, each of whom will exhibit 
its latest platter releases in special 
booths, include Capitol, Columbia, 
Decca, Jubilee, London, Mercury, 
MGM and Victor. To parlay the 
promotion pitch label stars will 
make personal appearances. So far 
skedded are Guy Lombardo, Danny 
Kaye, Robert Merrill and Bozo, the 
Clown. 


: On the Upbeat 


Continued from page 4l 























Lou Bellson, former Tommy Dor- 
sey drummer, joined Harry James 


manager for the Johnny Long 
band, joined GAC Coast office as 
accountant and one-nite booker. . 
Frank DeVol batoning telefilm 
grams... 


Jones’ crew, now heads theatrical 


Kansas City 


Jack Catheart’s Continentals 
signed for a return date at Eddy’s 
Restaurant, opening March 2 for 
a fortnight. Jimmy Nelson plays 
Eddy’s week of Feb. 23. Herb 
for his first date 
town, opening at Eddy’s March 30 

Midland Attractions has set 
Max Cooper’s Nonchalants for the 
Chapman Park Hotel, Los Angeles, 
March 8, trio moving there from 
the Santa Rita, Tucson ... Allan 
'and Sheldon opened in the Swan 
Room, Monteleone Hotel, 


| Arti 
band... Bob Miley, erstwhile road | 


Immortality 
Though tasting only a modi- 


cum of success on counter 
sales, Al Morgan's waxing of 
the hymn ‘Place Where I 


Worship,” last week found a 
place of permanent enshrine- 
ment. 

Singer-pianist received no- 
tice from a mortuary in Mona- 
ca, Pa., that hereafter the tune 
will be used as background 
music for funeral services. 








Orleans, Feb. 7 . Ruth Wallis 
returns to show biz at the Monte- 
leone Feb. 21, her first date after 


recent recess for birth of her 
daughter .. 
Pittsburgh 
Sandy Evans, local singer, has 


left town to join Jimmy Dorsey’s 
band. He was once Johnny Long’s 
vocalist. ..Dick Allen, Lee Kelton’s 
former warbler, has gane with the 
Arnell outfit. He replaces Al 
Ructi, who was recently tapped by 
Uncle Sam...Joe Hiller booking 


agency plans to discontinue its mu- | 
sic department, which was headed | 
. by the late Jack Walton, who died 


/a couple of months ago... Building 


scores for United Television Pro- | 
. Purv Pullen, once the | 
“Dr.-Horatio Q. Birdbath” of Spike | 


| 


bureau of the Hal Garfield Agency. | 


in | 


New 








- Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Feb. 3) 
London, Feb. 6. 
| Petite Waltz 


olga S49 oes Leeds 

Tennessee Waltz. ..Cinephonic 

| Beloved Be Faithful. . Pickwick 
| Ferry Boat Inn...... Connelly 
All BY LiGVE... 2.605. Maurice 
eee eee Lennox 


1 Taw a Puddy Tat. .Connelly 


Autumn Leaves . .Maurice 
; & Lees: Leeds 
In English Garden...... Sun 
Sleigh Ride............. Mills 
Nevertheless ........ Chappel 
Second 12 
| Orange Colored Sky.. Morris 
| September Song..... Sterling 


| My Heart Cries....... Morris 
| I'll Always Love You Victoria 

Rudolph Reindeer. ..Chappell 
| Marshmallow World. .Kassner 
| Goodnight Irene . Leeds 
Just the Way Yeu Are. . Disney 
If I Loved Yot.... Williamson 
I Only Saw Him Once... Unit 
In Flying Saucer....... Unit 








If 1 Were Blackbird. . Box-Cox 





| to 


which houses Midway Lounge has 
been sold and premises will have 
to be vacated in the spring, so jazz 
policy there, with Tommy Turk and 
the Deuces Wild, will be switched 
the Carnival Lounge...Jane 
Dulo, who postponed booking once 
at Monte Carlo to do the Kate 
Smith teevee show, has done it 


again, this time for a shot on the ° 


Peter Lind Hayes-Mary Healy pro- 


gram Maurice’ Spitalny'§ again 
named musical contractor for the 
summer opera company in 1951. 


Karl Kritz is coming back as con- 
ductor. 


Musicals’ Whirl 


Continued from page 37 























|Show tunes. Top artists of the ma- 
| jor companies are also being held 
In reserve for the show numbers, 
| with the result that the top pub- 
lishers are already getting a polite 
| brush from the a&r staffers. 

Current Situation is an intensi- 
fication of the problem of pop pubs 
last fall when tunes from “Guys 
| and Dolls,” “Call Me Madam” and 
“Out of This World” began cascad- 
|Ing on wax. Only top pop numbers 
were even considered for waxing 


ree cnmamaee. * 


|during that period with the result | 


that many smaller 


ubs wer 
‘hit. ’ oe 


| NLRB Rules Liberty Shop 


As Inter-State Commerce 
Washington, Feb. 13. 

National Labor Relations Board, 

steadily broadening its jurisdiction 


{into local retail businesses, decided 


today that the Liberty Music Shops 
in New York are engaged in inter- 





;state commerce and subject to 
'NLRB control. 


Liberty, which has 
four retail stores and warehouse in 


'New York state, sells and services 


radio and TV sets and records. 
Case came up in a jurisdictional 
row in which the AFL local 1430, 
| International Brotherhood of Elec- 
| trical Workers, sought to get some 
jinstallation and repair employees 


jin the warehouse away from local 


854 of the Teamsters Union, AFL. 
NLRB ruled that the repair people 
did not constitute a separate unit 


, for bargaining purposes. 





George Szell, musical director of 
the Cleveland Orchestra, was given 
an honorary degree of Doctor of 
Music by Western Reserve U. of 
Cleveland last week. 











T951's Top Noisemaker! 


HULLABALOO 


100% Recorded 





The Next Hit Ballad! 
TO LOVE YOU 
iS MADNESS 


Recorded by TONY FONTAINE—Mercury 





MILLS MUSIC, INC. 


1619 Broadway * New York 19 




























BMl Pin-UP uit! 
aner IS NO SECRET 


God Can Do) 
(What ed by, Duchess 


ish 
Publiv corded by ccatumble) 
Re bis 
HS unl i oe BLEN..---> (Corvictor) 
UNS. ..0:2 0a) s 2 
THREE DUSTON-JACK PLE sndon) 


EN- mercury) 
KITTY KALE case ( 
HAYE LEN 
RICHARD 77 ROSALIE AL victor) 


ELTON 
exclusively by 
inc. 


Licensed 
pRoAocast music, 





















THEN CAME 


Copies Sent 
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Here’s a Song You'll Love to Sing 


OSTROW MUSIC PUB. CORP., 1650 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y- 
JOE SCHUSTER, Gen. Mor. 


THE DAWN 


Upon Request 
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— | Arenas Seeking Longhair Attractions ("7.6 wer| AGVA Bo i 
q e 
Columbus (0.) Nitery ar escin S$ 0 ax ite 
" Columbus, Feb. 13. 
To Offset Losses on Sports Dueto Video sis :.2% sz". In Favor of $10 Tap on Membe 
g 0 close the Jungle Inn, near 
Warren, one of the chief targets avor 0 ap oll em rs 
Arenas throughout the country + in Gov. Frank J. Lausche’s anti- _ 
are attempting to get away from a ‘ gambling drive. + The dues structure of the Amer- 
major reliance on sports. Athletic| Bob Hope Dickering State Fire Marshal Harry J. Cal-| Billy De Wolfe Pacted ican Guild of Variety Artists came 
events in arenas have been hit at For Pall di Dat lan last Thursday (8) filed a no- P ‘ in for an overhauling at last week's 
the boxoffice by video, and the im- adium Wate tice of appeal to a decision by For Hotel Circuit Tour | meeting of the AGVA national 
T presarios are increasingly turning] Negotiations are on for Bob|Common Pleas Judge Joseph M. Billy De Wolfe has pacted a board at the Victoria Hotel, N. Y. 
Oo to show business as a means of | Hope to play the Palladium, Lon-| Clifford which forbids closing the string of hotel dates th Me ill Union rescinded the much disputed 
T keeping arenas booked, don, sometime this season. Comic |inn as a fire hazard. carta til next June. Comic, | 1.212% but in order to derive some 
A had been tentatively set for an OEY omer ot the erat nn Waco: |meeded revenue to meet some of 
The Arena Managers. Assn.,, | April date, but d = who opens at the Statler, Washing- | its obligations, board substituted a 
L which controls a number of arenas | ; Dut due to Hope's dif- | SHOW BIZ TOPPERS ton, tomorrow (15), will follow with | $19 assessment 
throughout the country, is current- ficulty in lining up his film, radio the Elmwood Casi Wind i$ yo eegrornsray : 
P ly negotiating with Fortune Gallo | 424 teevee schedules for that pe- N | Ont., March 12; Copley’ Plaza, Bos- the Phil ieliae ol en enna 
0 of the San Carlo Opera Co. for a he aoe been allotted AMED T0 USO BD. ton, March 21; Sheraton Biltmore, | for a 5% any an aay Geneon 
1 series of operas to be staged in | Charles V. Yates. who handl Showbusiness will have large | Providence, April 4; Mount Royal, | yinimum fee which a boniface will 
N these outsized halls, Plan is to| : ‘ ’ Oo handles | : Montreal, April 11, and the Wedg- | , aber 
1 | Hope’s theatre and one-nighter : representation on the new USO | be taxed is $5 weekly and maxi- 
4 play them at a $2 top. | pearances, is making the deal |board. At the first annual elec-|W00d room of the Hotel-Waldorf-| mum will be $25. 
-_.. AMA is continuing to make bids | through the Lew & Leslie Grade | 40m of the organization Thursday Astoria, N. Y., April 26. | Union has been hard hit with 
120 to top personalities to play their | Agency of London | (8), James E. Sauter, president of | Other dates are being lined up.|some extraordinary expenses be- 
102 spots. Organization is attempting ; |} USO-Camp Shows; Abe Lastfogel, |cause of the recent court trials as 
tas to get both pop and longhair head- ; ’ | William Morris general manager a result of a group of dissidents 
= liners to F nwnd one or owe nights MB CHEZ CAN T FOLLOW | and cS po ng = the board, SONJA HENIE ICER WILL attempting to gain control of the 
7 weekly. ey’re approaching top | were named to USO’s board of di- union. Although defendant in 
69 names on the idea that they can MARTIN & LEWIS: FOLDS | zectors: EXPAND TOUR NEXT YR. these actions was the Associated 
34 gross practically as much in sev- ’ | Others elected to that panel in- Soni a a Actors and Artistes of America, 
; eral performances in a large arena Miami Beach, Feb. 13. {clude Lawrence Phillips, CS ex- onja Henie’s “Hollywood Ice|which charters AGVA, the per- 
0 as would be possible in a week of Chez Paree, mid-beach spot, fold-| ecutive veepee; George Murphy, Revue” will expand its route next |former union is charged 35% of 
30 theatres. They’re currently trying |ed Saturday (10), when the opera-|representing the Hollywood Stage | 5¢#S0R. Plans are currently under | the legal expenses since it was the 
16 to get Danny Kaye to play a few |tors decided not to take a chance | Door Canteen; Y. Frank Freeman, | V@Y to enlarge its current four-city | focal point of the action. Entire 
6 dates. }on another show. Decision came | Paramount produgtion head; Frank | tour to possibly 10 stands through- | jegal costs came to $71,000. 
79 Indicative of the trend to get | when they found they couldn’t fol-|M. Folsom, Radio Corp. of Ameri- | Ut the country. AGVA's dues. structure will re- 
c more shows into the arenas is seen | low up the business drawn by Dean | ca president, and George Heller, | The Henie display is said to be|main as formerly, with chorus 
il by the fact that the Uhline Arena, | Martin & Jerry Lewis, during | head of Television Authority and |the most profitable operation in the | members paying $12 annually; per- 
9 Washington, has booked a one- | which date the duo grossed al-| veepee of the Associated Actors |Arthur Wirtz-Bill Burke-Jim Norris | formers earning under $500 paying 
—3 nighter Feb. 25 with King Cole most enough (some $75,000) to and Artistes of America. | setup and trade feeling 1S that the | $24; from $500 to $999, $32; from 
ae Trio, Buddy Rich band, Slam |make up for previous losses. | Named to the USO corporation | Henie show’s route is being made | $1,000 to $1,999, $48, and acts earn- 
8 : | : ; + 
Stewart Orch, and Anita O’Day. Show installed to follow included | were Emil Friedlander, head of | larger so that the combine will re-|ing over $2,000 to pay $100 an- 
ne Henny Youngman, Betty Reilly and | Dazian’s, theatrical fabric house; |COUP some of the losses of the Cen-|nually. The $10 assessment is sub- 
New Montreal Nitery | Gtace, and Nikko. Package was |Lee Shubert and George J. Schae-|ter theatre, N. Y., ice operation, | ject to a referendum. 
10 Sisee Mteaianal an okay, but biz fell off after the Mar-|fer, distribution head of Stanley|Which it dropped after several} Henry Dunn, AGVA’s national 
D ew Montrea nitery, Casa Loma, | tin-Lewis tumult. | Kramer productions. shows, and the disastrous Bill|administrative secretary, declared 
— by ~— ee Acts were paid off in full, ac: | Harvey S. Firestone was named | (Hopalong Cassidy) Boyd circus /|that the levy is due mainly to dissi- 
lerce preems tomorrow (Thurs.), cording to Jerry Baker, AGVA rep, | chairman of the board, and Linds- | tour. dent group's court actions. He de- 
13. Initial show will include Roberto | with the second week’s contract | ley Kimball, of the Rockefeller| Towns to be added on next year’s |Clared that their purpose was to 
aad & Alicia, and Tito Coral. waived. Foundation, was elected USO pres.|schedule haven’t been selected. (Continued on page 44) 
liction Shee tran Re aah 
ecided 
Shops 
_ A NEW POPULAR STAR IS BORN 
act to 
ch has 
use in 
VARIETY SAID: HERE IS A CHIP OFF THE OLD BLOCK 
CLAUDIA PINZA (3) WHO MADE GOOD THE HARD WAY 
Singing “Ezio Pinza left opera and conterts to open on 
10 Mins.; Three Broadway in a musical called “South Pacific.” The 








rest of this story is theatrical history. Claudia left 
the Metropolitan Opera, San Francisco Opera and 
concert dates across the country to try it the hard 
way. No quarter of a million musical with the finest 
of writers, no stupendous production, no Rodgers 
and Hammerstein musical numbers—but like her 
father she had it and it’s all wrapped up in one word 
“class.” Mme. Alma Claybough, Joveses luminary of 
the Met brought her to me, The rest was easy. Into 
the capable hands of that great song stylist_Al Siegel; 
Wilma’s famous shop on 57th Street for gowns, 
where Wilma, Blanche and Miss Lee mothered her 
and saw to it that she had the proper wardrobe. 
(They cost plenty): Eve Wygod’s beauty salon, 
where Eve took care of her grooming; Phil Charig 
for a special number; Ted Zahn and Charley Kyner 
for arrangements; Irving Saperman at the Steinway; 
Arthur Roman, guest conductor in the pit; and 
Jerry Rosen to book her dates; an all-star team. 
The confidence of Danny Friendly to headline her 
without seeing her work and then the plunge into 
the toughest pool in Show Business—four a day at 
the Palace in New York City. A real champion, she 
hit them with everything: special numbers; show 
tunes by Gershwin; pop novelties; the Jewel Song 
_ from Faust. No leaning on papa’s reputation. She 
proved she could stand on her own. That’s why 
Izzy Rappaport in Baltimore and Sol Heller at the 
Carousel in Pittsburgh bought her before she 
opened, likewise Martin (Doc) Harriss in Hartford. 
They are showmen who know box office value and 
here is the proof. Variety figures week Jan. 24, 
“perfect weather with a good picture, 8 acts, $20,- 
000.” “Pinza week Feb. Ist, rain, cold, snow, and 
a railroad strike.” “No commuting from the sub- 
urbs and the picture? Better than $21,000.” Thanks 


Palace, N. Y. 

Claudia Pinza, in her transition from 
the operatie stage to vaude, makes the 
leap with a wisely chosen song routine 
that should please all audiences, For 
her initial try in this new medium, she 
has a repertoire which mixes pops with 
classics and gets over well, She’ll un- 
doubtedly do likewise on _ successive 
stands, especially on the swank cafe cir- 
cuit. 





_| 





Miss Pinza has an ingratiating person- 
ality and a warm soprano that gives her 
numbers that tangible something to win 
top response. Gowned in blue brocade 
and niftily coiffed, she tees off pleasantly 
with a special in which she incorporates 
a bit of “Some Enchanted Evening,” 
which her dad, Ezio Pinza, sang in “South 
Pacific,” and also gives a nod to Mary 
Martin with “Wash That Guy Right Out 
of My Hair,” which sets her well with 
the audience, 











She successively segues into “Man I 
Love” and for’ change of pace, a fastie, 
“Possibility,” for additional applause. 
She encores with the “Jewel Song” from 
“Faust,” wherein her rich voice is given 
its best play, and goes off to solid plau- 


Week Feb. 1st—PALACE, New York 
Week Feb. 8-14—HIPPODROME, Baltimore 
Feb. 17 and 18—STATE, Hartford 


dits. She’s ably accompanied by Irving a to Herb Bonis, popular manager at the Palace, Dave 

: . 19th—CAROUSEL, Pittsbur h Bemis, Don Alberts muscal group who, under the 
Saperman at the piano, and Arthur Week Feb ' g baton of Arthur Roman made a brass band sound 
Roman as conductor. Edba. 


like the Philharmonic. It was not only one enchant- 
ing evening but an enchanted week. You can see 
I’m crazy about the gal—and it all happened in four 
weeks. Alan Corelli. 


Week March Ist—SEVILLA, Montreal 
Week March 29th—CASINO, Toronto 
Weeks April 9th to 23d—ALPINE VILLAGE, Cleve. 


Friday, Feb. 16th at 7:15 P.M.—ABC-TV, Starring on the Faye Emerson Show | 


Personal Management 
ALAN CORELLI 


In Association with Meyer Davis 
119 West 57th Street, New York City 
Circle 7-6161 JUdson 6-1626 





and Starring in the “BEGGERS OPERA,” 
Boston, First Two Weeks in May 


BOOKING 


JERRY ROSEN AGENCY 


48 West 48th Street, New York City 
PLaza 7-6185—6186 


i. Y. 
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Union Hassle on Bond May Delay 


DeGutis, Det. Nitery Op, 


Convicted of Burglary Rap 
Detroit, Feb. 13. 





Tr 











is tax Bite] New Bill Seen As. 


Continued from page 43 =e 
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Preem of Earl Carroll's, Hollywood 22. 2c", orm 2f 0% seep &s anion sn aoagcit sve | Aiding Ohio Gov.’s 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists demands for bonds from Earl 
Carroll's nitery and from Lou Wal- 
ters have stalled plans to reopen 
the spot Feb. 20 with touring nit- 
ery revue originally packaged by 
Walters for his N. Y. Latin Quar- 
ter. Eddie Rio, AGVA_ Coast 
chief, demanded $8,500 from spot 
to cover one week's aggregate sal- 
ary for revue, which had _ been 
booked for four weeks. Spot didn't 


burglary by a Circut Court jury for 


object but booking became further a safe-cracking job that netted 3c. 


complicated when Rio then de- | 
manded Walters post a two week | 
bond before the revue enters — fied DeGutis participated in the 
territory. It’s current at Beverly | , : " * ? 4 
Hills Country Club, Newport, Ky., theft hon 1949. DeGutis hese 
without any bond from Walters. Catherine, obtained the Bowery's 
; liquor license when it was relin- 


Rio says he won't let unit open 
unless Walters personally posts a} quished by Mrs. Dorothy Barbaro 


bond, which would also cover re-| after bankruptcy proceedings. Mrs. 
vue’s slated dates at Desert Inn, DeGutis, however, gave her hus- 
Las Vegas. Bond from Carroll's band power of attorney to operate 


is routine the club. 








* 








CONNIE 
SAWYER 


Opening February 15 


NEW YORKER 


“CONNIE SAWYER, POSSIBLY THE 


FUNNIEST GIRL IN TOWN ... there 
is a young lady at the Blue Angel, named 
Connie Sawyer, who can hold her own 
with the best of them. She is versatile 
and persuasive ... A bright-looking 
blonde with a frank, attractive face, 
she tells outlandish stories of the West, 
of improbable liaisons between leading 
characters ... of the hardships of be- 
ing a wall, and other matters. 
timing and a rich and varied comic 
spirit keep all these things in the air 
without slackening .. . her performance 
was vastly enjoyable, broad and funny 


The 
Clown 


Princess 
of 
Comedy 


* 


CAPITOL, New York 


VARIETY 


“Her comedy is played with a finesse 
and sharpness that breaks up the sophis- 
ticated customers. Her vocalizing tal- 
ent, although only briefly displayed in 


straight style, is standout, indicating 
that she could also handie pop numbers 


with solid impact.” Herm. 











——NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE —— 
"Very beguiling . . . good sense of 


eee timing. Authentic girl comic.” 


DAILY MIRROR 


“BLUE ANGEL HAS A RARITY — A 
FUNNY, PRETTY COMIC." 


Lee Mortimer. 








D. WwW, 














TV GUEST APPEARANCES 








“;MILTON BERLE (2) — EDDIE CANTOR 
THIS IS SHOW BUSINESS — JACK CARTER (2) 








Management: 





WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


Press Representative: 


GORE-SOLTERS ASSOCIATES 
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Three known safecrackers testi- | 


} 


_atre manager, in a 


them to take over! However, with | 
the recent court judgment by Jus: | 
tice Felix Benvenga of the New | 
York supreme court, it’s not likely | 
that they’ll institute further action. | 

The financial discussions at the | 
board meeting were generally | Gov. Frank J. Lausche’s eon. 
stormy. Board members were in Stant battle against gambling op. 
session on most nights met until ¢rators in Ohio will receive a shot 
= in the arm if a bill 


Gambling Cleanup 


Columbus, Feb. 13 


5 a. m. and resumed sessions at - now before 
ll a. m. the General Assembly is passed. 
Lyons Retained rhe bill, proposed by Rep. ohn J. 

Another stormy »0int during the Lynch in the House. would em. 
Ate C 5 ’© power the Ohio Highway Pa. 


was the retention of Jimmy 
GVA branch 


meet 


t ; trol t6 enforce anti-gambling }; 
Lyons as New York F . ee 


; ; throughout the state. At present 

anager. Members » N. : oe = 

manager. Members of the Y.'only county sheriffs have this 

board had been attempting to oust power : 
Lyons, but by a close vote, Lyons | or 

“. . a aynch’s proposal would give 

was retained. Had Lyons been ~— oe 


patrol authority to enforce all state 
laws except participation in any 
connection with a strike or labo 
dispute. 


ousted as N. Y. branch manager, he 
would have had to give up his post 
as the union’s eastern regional di- 


rector. “If Gov. Lausche is looking for 
Other legislation passed at the an effective way to circumvent lax 
meeting was the transfer of the) sheriffs who won't enforce gam- 
Roxy theatre, N. Y., jurisdiction bling laws in their counties. this 
from the national office to the N.Y. js it,” said Lynch. “If a sherif} 
branch. Dunn was empowered to, won't enforce the laws. send the 
complete negotiations with the highway patrol into the county to 
Radio City Music Hall, N. Y., and clean up.” 
then turn jurisdiction over to the Lynch admitted, however, that 
N. Y. local. the patrol would not be able to 
Union also voted to investigate handle the added responsibilities 
closed circuit theatre te:evision as unless their personnel was. sub- 


stantiatly increased. 

“Personally, I am in faver of ex 
panding the personnel of the High- 
way Patrol so they can actively par- 
ticipate in criminal investigations 
in this state. Too often the sher- 
iff's office is a political football, 
and selection of deputy sheriffs is 


applied to variety acts. Recommen- 
dation would be made to the board 
and findings would go to a refer- 
endum by the entire membership. 
Investigation will be completed in 
(April so that findings can be put 
to a referendum at the same time 
the union mails out ballots for elec- 
tions of delegates to the June con-| made on the basis of political ac- 
vention to be held in Hollywood. complishments rather than any 
A stiff fight also resulted on a ability in law enforcement. 
resolution to forbid agents from! “The State Highway Patrol has 
taking commissions on acts booked the advantage of trained person- 
on the USO-Camp Shows circuit. nel selected on a non-political ba- 
It was felt that because acts take a sis. They should be able to do a 
cut when going out on that circuit, better job in enforcing the gam- 
agents should likewise share in the bling laws of the state and to in- 





patriotic effort. However. board vestigate the major crimés of the 
nixed former stand after it was!state than the average sheriff. 
point out that talent working in 


the New York, Hollywood and Chi- 
cago areas would be in position to 
get USO work. Inasmuch as agents | 
wouldn't be interested in procuring | 
employment for others on_ that} 
wheel, many acts wouldn't be sub- 
mitted. Resolution was reworded 
so to recommend cut commissions. 
During the past war, agents worked 
for a 5% fee for USO bookings. 
William Morris Agency waived, 
commissions from acts working the 
GI circuit. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
9 


Saranac Lake, N. Y., Feb. 13. Fifi Dorsay pacted for March 2 
The Rotary Club gave the first’ date at Turinn, Sioux City, and 
variety show of the season at the follows into the Commando Club, 
local Pontiac theatre here to a. }f{fenderson, Ky. 
sellout. Show consisted of profes- . 
sional and amateur talent, pro- 
duced and directed by Eddie Vogt, 
vet vaudevillian, who also emceed. 
Top applause getters were A. B. 


“Tony” Anderson, Mayor and the- | qork 


Loew’s, Hub, Trying Vaude 
After 20-Year Lapse 


~Boston, Feb. 13. 

Having been on a straight pie 
policy for nearly 20 years, Loew's 
State has skedded a fling at stage 
'show policy with a two-week try- 
out period. 

New policy gets underway Feb. 
22 with the Ink Spots, Larry Green 
orch and Jack E. Leonard sect. Fol- 
lowing week Vic Damone will ¢car- 
ry on and if shows click policy 
will be continued. 














FOSTER AGENCY, LONDON, 


Presents 









musical 


act; 
Irving (Chandu) Altman, magician; St S 
Sol Drutz and Walter McGovern, | ar : 
e W 






who worked in the comedy skits. 

Boland Merrymakers backgrounded 

show neatly. 
John Streeper, projectionist, in 

from Atlantic City tor observation; | 

ditto Paul Hein, musician, who. 

checked in from N. Y. C. 
Tuffy Tavern, one of the better | 


night spots of the colony. folded. ! At Present 

Percy Bryant, new chef at the | tanten ip 
Variety Clubs hospital, is a former | varenrs * 
member of the Olympic Bob Sled Miami, Flo. 


champions of 20 years ago. 
Genie (Legit) Reed, elated over 
surprise birthday party that pack- 
ed plenty good cheer. A snack was 
enjoyed by all the gang, most of 
whom gifted her. 
Kitty Bernard all pepped up by 


Returning to London, May, 195! 
Opening Savoy Hotel 
American Representative MILES INGALLS 














visit from her son, Pfc. Julius 2. | 

Bernard, who is stationed at Samp- ]}- Grant’s Riviera 

~ aaa Air Base at Geneva. RESTAURANT AND BAR 
‘Albert Bagdasarian, WNBZ an- || '58 W. 44 St., New York LU 2-4488 | 


nouncer here. left for Tucson, Ariz.. 
where he will spend the balance 
of the winter. 

Donald Dame was the featured 
artist at the second annual concert 
given by the Adirondack Com.- 
munity Concert Assn. at the Audi- 
torium., 

Dr. George E. Wilson, medical 
Superintendent of the Variety 
Clubs hospital, flashing gold watch 
and scroll given him on his 25th 
anniversary as the medico of the 
institution. A testimonial banquet 
was held in his honor at the lodge 
attended by the executives of the 
Variety Clubs Fund and some 50 
local specialists and doctors. 

Write to those who are ill, 


WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS | 
* TALENT CONTEST * | 
MONDAY NIGHTS | 


Prize: Professional Engagement 


(Duplicate Prizes Awarded in the Case of Fie | 





























When in Boston stop at 


HOTEL HUNTINGTON 
307 HUNTINGTON AVENUE 
(5 minutes from heart of Theatre dist.’ 


60 Rooms ali with Private Bath 
Single Rooms from $3.00 daily. 
$17.50 weekly 


Inquiries invited 
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Philly Cafemen Bypass Upped Scale, 
Organize to Combat New AGVA Ukase 


Philadelphia, Feb. 13. 
Deadline for new contracts with VIS A SN AFU DEL AYS 
ANDREAS’ U.S. PREEM 


the American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists went by yesterday (12) with 
Paris, Feb. 13. 
The Andrea trio, who were pact- 


not a single local cafe signed, but 

AGVA's national rep, Dick Jones, 
ed to open at the Persian Room of 
the Plaza hotel, N. Y., Thursday 


expressed no worries. 
“We'll have every club lined up 
(15), have been unable to get visas 
to get into the U.S. in time. Mer- 


by the end of the month,” Jones 
riel Abbott, booker for the Hilton 





said, “and the raises asked in our 
new contract will be retroactive, 
beginning as of yesterday.” 
AGVA is now asking a blanket 
raise right down rc line. ~~ 
yrmers getting $50 are upped to : 
pony $60 pot get $75; those in the Miss Abbott will return to the 
$75 bracket are upped to $85, and | U.S. next week. She'll come in 
the $85 class jumps to $125. The | with David N. Martin, of the Tivoli 
Philadelphia AGVA’s new contract | circuit, Australia, currently on the 
also includes an open clause, in Continent on a talent hunt, and 
which nightclub operators agree in | Lew Grade of the Lew & Leslie 
advance to the hospitalization and | Grade Agency. 
relief tax in the event it is passed 
in the National AGVA's referen-|° Eddie Peabody opens Feb. 23 at 
dum of the rank-and-file. 'El Rancho Vegas, Las Vegas. 


Meanwhile, the newly-formed | 


booked Pierre D’Angelo & Ana. 











chain, now in Paris, subsequently | 


Acrobats Hurt in Falls 
* Due to Faulty Apparatus 


Baltimore, Feb. 13. 
Faulty rigging accounted for two 
accidents here in one week with a 
member of the Sandys, at the State 


theatre, falling into the pit when a 
guide line on his trapeze broke, 
and the other affecting one of the 
| Tsen Tsi Young Troupe at the Hip- 
|podrome because of a faulty bar. 
Immediate medical 
was rendered Sandy by a nurse in 
the audience at the State, which 
is located a block from Johns Hop- 
kins Hospital, but he was unable 
'to continue with his act during the 





Hippodrome casualty missed but 
one performance. Still out is the 
saxophone player in the State orch 
who caught the full impact of the 
acrobat’s fall and wound up with 
| an injured elbow. 

| 
| 





Honeydreamers will replace Ella 
| Fitzgerald at the Paramount thea- 
, tre, N. Y., starting today (Wed.). 
| Singer was forcéd to curtail run 
because of previous commitments. 


assistance | 


balance of his engagement here. | 


Spook Show Units Bolstering Gross 
In N.Y. Nabes, Hinterland Houses 


Nabe houses are finding a partial | houses. 
remedy for the falling boxoffice Another unit to head for the pro- 
|with name units on one-nighters. | vincial trade is now being formed 
Theatre bookers are spotting the | with Dr. I. Q. at the head. Pack- 
| packages wherever possible, and re- | age has been booked for 40 dates, 
sults have been good generally. |including the Schine time. Charles 

Outfits such as the Asylum of | Yates is submitting this show. 
Horrors, a spook unit which plays|} Nabe film houses have been hard 
theatres at midnight, has during | hit mainly because of inroads of 
the past two years proven to be a|television. Operators are conse- 
boxoffice phenomenon. Not only | quently open to any suggestion that 
has it been playing houses for the | will increase their takes. Several 
major circuits, but indies as well. (indie agents are currently scouting 

Unit has the advantage over most | for names and/or ideas for a swing 
inasmuch as it utilizes time that | around the small houses. 
isn’t generally used. Most of the| Most dates are on a guarantee 
coin obtained, therefore, is gravy.|and percentage basis. Since most 
However, the failing in some cases ,of the packages have a low nut, 
lies in the fact that many patrons, | guarantees have been scaled down 
}who ordinarily might have gone to/|so that the operator can’t be hurt 
{the early shows, wait up for the|too much if weather or other fac- 
‘spook exhibit. Business is so good|tors hit the gross. With a low 
i with that unit that there are two | guarantee, most unit managers de- 
‘companies out currently. |mand a low breaking point. Gen- 
| Bela Lugosi also has a horror /|erally, it’s been working out to 
\unit that’s touring the smaller mutual advantage. 





Business is reported good. 








= 





Cafe Owners Guild has been hold- | 
ing a series of emergency meetings 
to present a united front to AGVA. | 
Leonard Propper, assistant district 
attorney, who is acting as counsel 
for the cafe men’s group, has had 
several meetings with Jones. 


Jones issued an ultimatum (10) 
that he would deal with no organi- 
zation, but with each cafe sepa- 
rately. Members of the COG, now | 
in the process of picking officers | 
and working up a permanent group, | 
have a working agréement at pres- | 
ent. One of their counter-threats | 
to AGVA was that if the union 
yanked one show, all the other op- 
erators would immediately drop 
theirs. 


“We have taken no direct action 
as yet,” Jones said. ‘‘However, if 
we approach any cafe and the op- 
erator fails to sign, we will take 
the necessary action. We mean to 
change every contract in our juris- 
diction this year. The open clause 
in the contract means that if the 
5% assessment on cafe owners for | 
the health and security plan goes 
through nationally, we won’t have 
to renegotiate new contracts here.” | 

Another rider in the new con-| 
tract holds the owners of a cafe | 
responsible for any guest appear- | 
ance made by an act on his prem- | 
ises. The AGVA will collect one- | 
sixth of the guest star’s salary, or | 
not less than $25. Propper is | 
known to be acting for at least 17 
of the town’s larger clubs. 











Sinatra Signed for 4-Day 
Stint at Miami Hotel 


Frank Sinatra has been signed 
to play the Casablanca hotel, Mi- 
ami Beach, for four days, starting 
Feb. 24. He’ll fly down after his 
Saturday night video show on CBS 
and return in time for rehearsals 
Friday. . 

Singer is taking cafe dates be- 
tween video shows, but none for 
more than four days. He’s already 
played two one-nighters at the 
Click, Philadelphia, and negotia- 
tions are on for him to play a Bos- 
ton spot. 


RUSTY 
FIELDS 


“The One Man Show” 


Now Appearing 
with Mae West in 


“DIAMOND LIL’’ 


Direction: AL DVORIN 


54 West Randolph St., Chicago 
FRanklin 2-4980 
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ind yound — 
conte GEORGIA Opening 
HARBERS and DALE 


TOWN CASINO 


BUFFALO, N. Y. 
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Appearing FEBRUARY 17th 


SHOW OF SHOWS(NBC-1V 


February 19th 


DETROIT ATHLETIC CLUB 
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Night Club Reviews 


Cotillion Room, X.Y. | 
(HOTEL PIERRE) 
Annamary Dickey, Bob Fosse & 
Mary Ann Niles, Staniey Melba 
orch: $3.50 minimum. 


Flamingo. Las Vegas 
(HOTEL FLAMINGO) 
Las Vegas, Feb. 8. 
Myron Cohen, Trenier Twins Co. 
(6), Gordon Polk, Josephine Earl 
line (11), Bill Clifford orch (11); 
no cover, no minimum. 
formerly of 





Annamary Dickey, 


the Metropolitan Opera, contrib- with Myron Cohen's mirthful 
utes a wealth of warmth and yarnings as principal draw and 
charm to this nifty-looking room, the Treniers’ ggg = 

‘rp weavings to contrast, ew 
let alone soprano. vocal talent. er in this ‘eum Uile toe ones 
Tall, statuesque and attractive, cpare of stem biz during next 
Miss Dickey has a studied reper- fortnight. 


toire of pops, operatics and stand Anecdotist Cohen's word-spin- 


ards. and she’s clicko all the way. nings, although a trifle glib when 

Wearing a smart-looking green Sliding from story to story, emerge 
gown that neatly offsets her red overall to win reaction from 
hair, Miss Dickey socks over such Chuckles to boffo applause. Some 


of his best stories have found their 
way into less adept comics’ rou- 
tines, yet do not suffer when Co- 


the opening, “It’s a 
the Cole Porter bal- 
Loved”; the Rodgers 


numbers as 
Lovely Day”; 
lad, “I Am 


& Tlammerstein “Mr. Snow,” from hen recounts oddities of people in 
“Carousel,” followed by the para- his unique fashion. Not too many 
porased ‘“Musetta’s Waltz” from Story tellers can hold audiences 
“14 Boheme.” “Parlez Moi rapt tor 25 minutes tor ultimate 
d'Amour” and the medley of old- besoff—at least not in this par- 
ics are a neat change of pace, ticular nitery orbit. Only other 
capped by an especially effective such manifestation to ok place 
“Why Was I Born?” She encores Since Myron Cohen's last visit 
wi''s a sprightly comic lyric. over a year ago—and that relatoi 

Only other act on the bill is Bob Of tales was Sam Sy ebay on 
Fosse & Mary Ann Niles, young hen’s approach to the funny story 


is usually garbed in Yiddish dia- 
lect, although he can assume many 
other language varieties with 
equal pliancy. Cohen's sinecure 
is in making each tale believable, 
covering human scope from fan- 
tansy to fact with enough point or 


hoofing combo, who hold over from 
the last show. Fosse especially 
continues to manifest a keen per- 
sonality that should bring him to 
the attention of the musical com- 
edy scouts. 


Stanley Melba, the Cotillion tas ‘to garner hefty yocks and 
Room's talent director, handles mitts, — 
the introductions simply and ef- 


Trenier Twins, Claude and Cliff, 


fectively, in addition to batoning 











. augmented by small instrumental 

° 2 straig . g. al n. aed ee 
for the straight dancin Kah combo consisting or rhythm and 
cae - alto sax, are sepia singers who 





also toss in some rubbery terping. 
Their twinship is demonstrated in 
opener, “I Love the Girl,” when 
one appears to chant chorus, exits, 
with other entering from opposite 
wing to resume ditty. Join to sock 
over “Rag Mop,” with Don Hill's 
punching alto sax framing bridges. 
Tops in setup is “Bald Head,” 
zany lvrics—although too lengthy 
— provoking laughs throughout. 
Windup, a wild tune has duo 
building up nonsense riffs and 

terpery to rock the house. 
Josephine Earl line preeming 
this show displays six ponies, five 
showgirls in pedestrian routines. 
Showgirls aren't lookers and ponies 
not dancers, and costuming not 
outstanding enough to lift num- 
bers out of ordinary. Gordon Polk 
pe per as emcee is weak, should not chew 
Mr. Everybody gum while onstage introing the 
rrently: acts or warbling his solos “Hat’s 


MUEHLEBACH HOTEL | On 











JIMMIE HUSSON 


the Side of My Head.” and 
KANSAS CITY “Orange Colored Sky.” Will. 





(Available April 12th) 





Pelham Heath Inn. N. ¥. 











Glen Moore orch (6) with 
Lynne Richards, Kathy Moore, 
Paul Seers & Johnny Haymer; 


Fri., Sat. & Sun. only; minimum, 
$3-3.50. 


Appearing at this spot for the 
third weekend, Glen Moore orch 
and company fulfill double chore, 
to provide musie for terping and 
show. Both depart- 











to put on a 

_PATRICE JAN ments are handled creditably. 
HELENE and HOWARD Orch, consisting of bass, guitar, 
piano. accordion, clarinet and 
HELD OVER cornet (played by Moore), 
achieves a satisfying, full effect 
. STATLER HOTEL by reason of expert playing and 
CLEVELAND, OHIO Smart. cleancut§ arrangements. 
Crew. is versatile, each member 














pitching in on_ special-material 
choruses. Lynne Richards, band 
'thrush, delivers better than _ or- 
'dinary vocals. Show stint displays 
‘group in comedy routines and 
/Miss Richards in a medley which 
{She handles expertly. Presenta- 
ition is rounded out by Kathy 
Moore, flashy tapper, in a couple 
of routines that register solidly. 


Outside act, comedy song team 
of Paul Seers and Johnny Haymer, 


Comeds at it; ZANE (7 


FREDEA 


Currently 














CAVE SUPPER CLUB concludes show with clever mate- 
Vancouver, B. C. rial well delivered. Seers (at the 
piano) and Haymer, personable 

Return engagement (and after lads, blend good voices in their 
only two weeks, too.) song deliveries. Comedy routines 
are handled by latter. Act is 


REN ey), Pright, fast-paced and clicked with 
the audience. 


MARK LEDDY 








= = 








UPPER CLUB FOR SALE 


Dallas’ most popular Supper Club for saie. Located in the heart of densely 
populated residential section made up of the most prominent people of Dallas. 
Ne competition (due to City Zoning Regulations) within a radius of five miles, 
and only comparable business is two major hotels. The Club is only 3 years 
old, with a ten-year lease reserving the privilege of either renewing or can- 
celling prior to expiration. Although operating only seven hours daily, in 
1949 a gross of $110,000.00 netted $10,000.00 and in 1950 a gross of 
$150,000 00 netted $30,000.00. These figures can be verified by income tax 
returns and books are open for thorough investigation. Fixtures, installations 
and equipment (including a 30-ton air-conditioner) will inventory over 
$50,000.00. Sale price is $57,500.00. Write or wire J. O. Blackwell, 5702 
Southwestern, Dallas, Texos. 





'S O°Clock. Miami Beach 

| (FOLLOWUP) e 
Miami Beach, Feb. 9. 

This mid-beach intimery, with 

Martha Raye back as co-owner and 

feature attraction, is proving one 
of the consistent moneymakers. 


traction 
sellout most of the week for both 
dinner and supper shows. And 
wisely the Ned Schulyer idea in 
adding the needed billup is previd- 
ing potency in the addition of 
Buddy Lester. dancer Roseanne 
and the Nov-Elites (New Acts), 
is bringing sock results. 

Lester, who worked room before, 


has come back much improved in, 


material and tightening of act. He 
still does the “Africa” and “Alaska” 
bits. as well as new gag routines. 
It's his new biz that yocks con- 
sistently. The fast tossed gags, a 


spoof on a Salvation Army type, 
Sherlock Holmes sequence, lam- 
poon on Margaret Truman, plus 


impreshes makes for a solid session 
to top reception. 

Roseanne is a lithe lass whose 
acro-twists and spins in a sheath- 
like costume tees off matters in two 
fast numbers in effective manner. 

Miss Raye, as usual, projects her 
earthy ideas for constant mitting. 
She's added a new number “The 
Kinsey Story,” as well as straight 
song faves. Walks off to top re- 
turns. Ben Yost’s Royal Guards 
garner optimum palming in their 
group singing with the tenor reap- 


ing heaviest reception on the 
“South Pacific’ medley. Frank 
Linale’s orch backs in top fashion, 

Lory. 


Ramona Rm.. Las Vegas 

(HOTEL LAST FRONTIER) 

Las Vegas, Feb. 9. 

Dennis Day, Jean Devlyn Danc- 
ers (7), Don Baker, Al Donahue 
orch (11); no cover, no mintmum. 

In what could be called his only 
major nitery appearance, Dennis 
Day impresses with a_ layout 
worthy of a veteran trouper. Aside 
from his warbling, 
packed Ramona Room 
Day's setup is just 
ences expect after 
him for so many years as 
Benny's compliant yet brash foil 
every Sunday. Long before open- 
ing night, reservations were pour- 
ing in, auguring well for capacity 
two weeks’ biz. 

Right at outset after Al Dona- 
hue cues him on, Day receives 
hetty mitts silenced only by intro 
tune, “Grand Night for Singing.” 
He then works in some patter 
about Benny's penuriousness and 
segues into smooth “Tennessee 
Waltz.” Followup “Be My 
shows off tenor’s warm balladeer- 
ing technique. He then uncorks 
|impreshes of w.k. radio personali- 
(ties—Mad Russian, Cotonna, Titus 
Moody, with orch leader and em- 
cee Donahue acting as_ straight 
man, for additional yocks. Dialect 
tunes and impressions with Gaelic 
songs predominating send Day ott 
to a begoff. 

Jean Devlyn Dancers win ap- 
plause on opening curtain pic in 


into 
what 
having 


audi- 
heard 
Jack 


red and white Valentine motif 
spotting neat toeterpery by _bal- 


lerina Rene Hallett. Wrap up finale 
with “Scotch” tap and tiller rou- 
tine to whip up solid plaudits. 
Line is comparatively new, but a 
honey. 

Al Donahue and orch have given 
themselves more stints than just 
backstopping this show. They do a 
concertized “Slaughter on 10th 
Avenue” soloing Don Baker's or- 
yon and maestro’s violin, for big 
returns. Orch sets up easy tempos 
for dansapators. Will 





Candlelight Rm, Montl 
Montreal, Feb. 8. 
Deep River Boys (5), Bill 


Moody Trio; admission $1. 


Although situated in midtown 
Montreal on a corner that catches 
the majority of the tourists and 
local sightseers in town, the Diana 
Grill did little or nothing with their 
basement room other than run it 
as a routine stube. Recenily it was 
redecorated, renamed the Candle- 
light Room and with a better type 
act policy for a lure, augers well 
to becoming one of the better in- 
timeries in Montreal's mushroom- 
ing boite biz. 

Current . attraction, the Deep 
liver Boys, is a click despite sec- 
ond appearance in town within the 
year. Outfit has just returned from 
,a secko 26-week session of the 
British Isles and reprise several 
tunes they scored with over there, 
best of which is a recent disking ot 
“Ashes of Roses.” Baritone Harry 
Douglass cues in most of song 
offered and okay showmanship 
throughout garners’ plaudils 
from attentive patrons. 

Between productions, 


the Bill 


| Moody trio takes over the music 





stanzas for some listenable tunes. 
j Newt. 





_ phisticated 


which sends the | 
salvos. | 


Love” | 


| Cire’s, Lendon 
London, Feb. 6. 


commie 


Ciub Charles, Balio 
Baltimore, Feb. 10. 


Anne Verrieres, “Men About Ted Lewis and orch (11) with 
Town” (2), Ambrose orch, Fran-| Ben Yost’s Colleens (4), Geraldine 
cisco Cavez Samba band; cover; DuBois, Elroy Peace, Paul White: 


$1.50. 


That Miss Rave is a potent at- | 
is being proven by the! 





The current vogue of importing 
foreign 
tions has been adopted at this 
spot. Unfortunately, most of the 
customers are not savvy to the 
bilinguals and at times show signs 


of becoming restive when unable 
to appreciate the subtlety of the 
songs. 


This is particularly true with 
Anne Verrieres, a chantoosey of 
considerable charm and _ obvious 


talent. But it’s tough sledding for 
an artist who has to rely entirely 
on vocals to hold an audience. 
Her opening “Mademoiselle de 
Paris” is popular and melodious 
enough but the other tunes, not 
widely known here, have less ap- 
peal. 

Also in the current bill are the 
“Men About Town,” a duo of so- 
songsters with fine, 
punchy satirical and topical songs. 


They do a half-dozen numbers 
and click. They easily win the 
customers with their opener, 


“Why Were We Born in England” 
and follow with such numbers as 
“Superduper Snooper of the Min- 
istry,” and “Mr. Redtape and Mr. 
Cup of Tea.” Lads have right 
sort of sophisticated material to 


appeal to West Enders and should | 


do well here. 


In the recent switch of orches- 
tras, Ambrose has taken over from 
Maurice Winnick and _ Francisco 
Cavez continues to provide the 
Latin rhythms, Myro. 


Desert Inn, Las Vegas 


Las Vegas, Feb. 6. 


Margaret Phelan, Paul Gray, 


Elisa Jayne, Johnny Bosworth, Ar- | 
(8), Carlton | 
cover, no 


den-Fletcher Dancers 
Hayes orch (10); no 
minimum. 





Prediction of how this new show | . 
will fare during its two week run} 


would be difficult. No doubt about 
its entertainment values — they're 
solid, but if top marquee name, 
Margaret Phelan is sufficient to 
beckon patrons from a strip now 
filled with several formidable 
w.k.’s, then all will be well. Miss 
Phelan certainly deserves packed 
rooms. 

Chanteuse has wispy tenuous 
thread of piquancy running 
through her 25-minute stint. Stun- 
ningly gowned and showing re- 
markable poise and_ assurance, 
Miss Phelan préfers to open her 
portion of the show without too 
much fanfare and buildup, a pin 
spot picking her up as she intros 
“You Do Something to Me.” With 
simple patter, brunet thrush takes 
on sly ditty “Breaking in the Next 
One,” its lyrics amusing; cinches 
ability to purvey word twists in 
song without sledge-hammering in 
followup “I'm the Dumbest Girl I 
Know.” Rhythmical “Fancy Free” 
lays down gal’s sense of the beat. 
further exemplified by “Bell Song 
of Duano.” “Don't Care If Sun 
Don't Shine” is delivered with 
showtune brass, and contrasting 
“Don't Take Your Love From Me” 
plays neatly. Piquaney returns in 
“IT Want a’ Man,” with bowout legit 


piping of. Bizet’s “Spanish Fan- 
tasy” earning salvos. 

Comic Paul Gray's layout. is 
halved by acro-contortionist Elisa 
Jayne. After short monolog, he 
exits for femme’s flipovers to 
build into highlight, combination 
piping and terping to “Acrobat's 


Lament.” Setup has patter of 
wishful dreaming to be Bette Da- 
vis, Margaret Truman —- latter 
coloratura hoked aria briefly sung 
while in handstand for plenty 
yocks. Looks well in all contorts, 
exits with fancy butterflies for 
big mitts. 

Bulk of Gray's material follows. 
slipping forth droll stuff in sober- 
faced mien. Song quickies “Back 
in Your Own Back Yard,” “Sep- 
tember Song” are plenty indigo, 
but get big returns. ink Spots 
impresh is a showstopper. Exits to 
hefty plaudits. 

One number from Arden- 
Fletcher line is holdover, with new 
insert a dazzling costume display 
of golden velvet gowning. preemed 
engagingly by the eicht terpers. 
Johnny Bosworth does usual fine 
song chore during dance routines 
and makes affable emcee. Carlton 
Eayes orch backs efficiently. Biz 
okay when caught. Will. 


singers as stellar attrac-| 


Bernee Rhumba Orch (4); 
$1.50. a 








| 
} 


Tom Shaw has tacked on a $1.59 
|cover charge for engagement of 
Ted Lewis and the customers are 
paying it in large numbers, 4 
record take is anticipated for this 
lone class spot in town essaying 
fulsome floor divertissement. Only 
other instance of a cover charge 
in this normally conservative town 
was the appearance of Sophie 
Tucker a few months back. 

Lewis comes through 
solid sesh of real entertainmen: 
mixing nostalgia with smartly 
paced spots of current pops and 
good topical stuff. The old stand- 
bys are in: the take-it-easy philos- 
ophy, the battered hat with the 
silver lining and “Me and My 
Shadow.” The customers eat it up. 
But more important and consider- 
ably more potent is the sure touch 
of showmanship and pace that 
weaves through it all. Geraldine 
DuBois is a looker with vocal 
know-how; Ben Yost’s Colleens 
provide decorative background and 
solid harmonics and there's comedy 
and swift hoofery by Elroy Peace 
and Paul White. 

Lewis is on throughout and 
master of the situation at all times. 
He makes a cafe audience listen to 
his stuff and his presence com- 
mands the same attention to his 


With a 


| supporting troupe. His band cuts 
a perfect show and provides bet- 
ter-than-average dance music. It's 
a good buy for the customers and 
a happy date for both Lewis and 
| the club. 


Burm. 








EILEEN and CARVER 


Currently 


SHERATON-BILTMORE 
Providence, R. |. 














COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All 8ranches of Theatricals 


‘sows FUN-MASTER 


GLASON’S 
‘THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE’ 
@ Nos. 1 thru 35 @ $1.00 each o 
(Sold in Sequence Only) 
SPECIAL—FIRST 13 FILES FOR $10 
ALL 35 FILES FOR ONLY $25 3 
@ 3 Bks. PARODIES. per book $10 e 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET ~ $25 @ 
@ 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk $25 @ 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 
reissue), $2.00 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $250. Worth over a thousand 
NO C.0.D.’S 
PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54 St.. New York 19 Dept. ¥ 
Circle 7-1130 


HAROLD 
BARNES 


“BOOGIE TO BALLET 
OH WIRE" 











CURRENTLY 


Radio City Music Hall 














VERY FUNNY 
Income Tax Sketch 


2 Men — 1 Woman 


PRICE: $25.00 
NO C.O.D.’s 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. S4th St., N. Y. C. 1% Dept. V 




















COMICS 
KEEP UP 


LA 4-4459 





JOKE-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB 


Original topical routine each month. 
Phone or write for FREE Sample 


MC’'S 


TO DATE! 





688 Eighth Ave., nyc 
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House Reviews 


Palace, N. Y. ae 

Tince & Ed Massive, Duke Ar 

& Sacniee, Bobby Brandt, Pitchmen 
(3), Donald Novis, Rigoletto Bros. 


(2) & Mlle. Aimee, 3 Chocolateers, | 


he Stanfords (2); “The Man 
phil Himself” (20th) 
viewed in Variety, Dec. 20, 50. 





The talent current at the Palace 
has good playing values. 
out has good pacing and plenty 
variety. It’s a bill that should 
please most tastes. Dave Bines 
staging dresses the program con- 
siderably. : 

Especially strong is the novelty 
section. In the deuce Duke Art 
& Junior does clay-modeling with 
rapid sculpting of various figures 
vetting potent palmings. Art dis- 
plays good showmanship in the 
modeling with femme partner as 
an interested bystander. 

The Pitchmen similarly make a 
strong impression. With Don 


ielle i ies, these vendors | 
Juielle at the ivorie |; and strengthened. 


of a kazoo like contraption imitate 


various instruments and get over | 
Act could | 
| clowns 


handily with the payees. 
stand some new material after all 
these years. : 

The Rigoletto Bros., assisted by 
Mile. Aimee, also sell a good brand 
of assorted magic and hoke. The 
bafflers are good for laughs, a bell 
ringing stint likewise and a hoke 
acro bit gives them a good finish. 

In the dance sector, 
Brandt does a pleasing bit. He im- 
presses as one of the better of 
the younger crop of terpers and 
seems ready for the plush spots. 
The Stanfords, ballroomers, are 
under New Acts. 

Donald Novis, who hasn't ap- 
peared in a Broadway vauder for 
several years, still has a good vo- 
eal flair. His tenor is in good form 
and song selection is good. His 
showmanship gets him over han- 
dily. 

Weak spot of show is the Three 
Chocolateers, who until recently 
used to do a good dance act. 
They've become talking comedians 
with a line of none-too-bright chat- 
ter that becomes irritating at 
times. Their brief dance turn at 
the end gets them off to a good 
mitt. More of that and they'd 
have a good act. ; 

Openers Vince & Ed Massive are 





under New Acts. . Jose. 
Apollo, N. Y. 
“Sugar Chile”. Robinson, Dud 
Bascomb Band (13) with Etta 


Jones, Howard & Wanda Bell, John 
‘(Spider Bruce) Mason & Co. (3), 
The Dominoes 
“Federal Agent at Large” (Rep). 





Despite good components — 12- 
year-old boogie pianist ‘Sugar 
Chile” Robinson, the Dominoes (5) 
(New Acts) riding the crest on a 
click rhythm-and-blues disk, “Do 
Something For Me,” and the young, 
driving Dud Bascomb crew-cur- 
rent bill at the Apollo impresses 
as a patchwork affair, result of 
pacing the show to close with the 
moppet. 


“s hile” is an astonishing | ! 
a. one ,for maximum response. Russ, Mack 


voungster, a roly poly boy with 


legs too short to reach the piano | 
is furnished with a) 


pedals. He \ 
platform for his feet on which he 


stamps out rhythms. Keyboard 
work is characterized by robust 
boogie beat and such didoes as) 


playing with the elbows and mugg- 
ing, stunts which score solidly with 


audience, as do his vocal choruses | 


of “After School Blues” and “Say, 
Little Girl,” and line-swapping 
with George Wiltshire of the bill's 
comedy company. 
with “Caldonia,” boy had to beg 
off. 

Howard and Wanda Bell, acro 
team, go through good assortment 
of tricks, including striking balanc- 
ing turn on a eylinder and flashy 


teeterboarding. Seemed to have. 
trouble with band’s background 
rhythms, which were not legato 
enough when caught. | 

Comedy interlude by John) 


“Spider Bruce” & 
Vivian Harris and George Wilt- 
shire, runs long. Situation which 


involves a bum minding a doctor’s | 


office, while latter visits his dratt 
board, winds up with some pecu!- 


iar medical practices and a grue-. 


some bit with a crippled patient. 
Comedy situation is pretty primi- 
tive but draws steady yoks. 


Roll and Tapp, a couple of toe- 


plate specialists, please with 
smooth unison and solo tapping, at 
One point sustaining : 
though unaccompanied by music, 
through rhythm patterns provided 
by their feet alone. 

Dud Bascomb, erstwhile trum- 
peler with Duke Ellington and 
Krskine Hawkins, leads crew of 
‘ive veed, three rhythm, a trom- 
hone and three other trumpets, 
through a book of well-mixed 
riythms. Opening medley, a series 
“! quotes in diffcrcnt moods from 
current pops, demonstrates orch’s 


| versatility. 


|duet by 


The lay- | 


|lines and 
still gets 


Bobby | 


|cent is 
rattling off some good patterns to. 


(5), Roll & Tap; | 


Mason, assisted by | 


interest, | 


beating on the house drummer's 


traps. 
ive DeMarco Sisters, ex-Fred 
Allen vocal group, score in their 


Sizzling arrangement SPOt, injecting a sense of youthful 


of “Just You” is marked by flashy | exuberance to their neat vocal ar- 


tenorsax-men 


“I Surrender, Dear” 


ascomb’s trumpet. Etta Jones, 


re-| Vocalist, is zeminiscent of Dinah 


Washington in 


Mine,” done in ballad style, and 


“I Only Have Eyes for You,” which 8¢tting hefty yocks. Pint-sized guy | 


she styles with a decided beat. 





Chicago, Chi 


Chicago, Feb. 9. 


Louis Prima orch (13) with 


Keely Smith, Jimmy Vincent, Bud } 
|& Cece Robinson, Lee Davis; 


“Watch the Birdie” (M-G). 





Current Chicago bill is minus 
marquee wallop, but stacks up as 
fast and well-balanced fare. There’s 


a slight lull during comic Lee Da- ' 


vis’ stint, which is overlong and a 
bit tiresome. With some paring in 
this slot show could be tightened 


Louis Prima is the workhorse 
of the bill. He batons energetically, 
with the payees, breaks 
into the acts, and tops it off with 


| five or six vocal productions. His 


classic Indian bit, with the side- 
men coming down for quick laugh 
Prima in Indian attire 
heavy guffawing. His 
“Angelina” gets nice recognition 
from the crowd, along with his 
other standards, “Oh Babe,” “Too 
Marvelous for Words,” and band’s 
teeoff number, “She Says Yeah.” 
Vocalist Keely Smith is routine 
intwo numbers. She chirps ‘“Never- 
theless” and “Tennessee Waltz” 
adequately, but her lack of anima- 
tion and tasteless attire bog her 
down. She teams with Prima for 
duet on “This Evening,” with the 
maestro grabbing the mitt with 
his deft clowning. 

Bud and Cece Robinson provide 
speed with smooth terping. Lad 
and lass pace show in fine fashion 
with loose-limbed tap and Charles- 
ton routines, then wind with some 
jitterbugging that get’s them a 
good hand. Drummer Jimmy Vin- 
impressive in his stint, 


“Malaguena.” 
Davis is not only on far too 


‘long, but his material is of a vin- 
|tage that has the crowd beating 


him to the punch lines. Comedian 
works fast, using plenty of quick- 
jes, none of which show much 
continuity or help him establish 
contact with the patrons. Prima 
band does what backing is neces- 
sary in good style and show plenty 
of punch in the production num- 
bers. Mel. 





Hippodrome, Balto 


Baltimore, Feb. 11. 
Russ, Mack & Owen, Leonard 
Sues, Amazing Mr. Ballantine, 
Claudia Pinza, Cy Reeves, Jo Lom- 
bardi House orch 412); “A Yank 
in Korea” (Col). 





Nicely balanced setup is stand- ‘ 


ard with entries smartly spotted 


& Owen provide a breezy open- 
ing with comedy hoofery which 
holds pace for Leonard Snes in 
the deuce with his slick trumpet- 


ing. The Amazing Mr. Ballantine ' 


is next with well-timed comedy 
built around his phoney magic. 
Claudia Pinza is a good name 
and an able singer smart enough 
to mix up her stuff with a brace 
of pops along with an aria and a 


| novelty tune. She goes over well 
After encoring | 


and sets matters for Cy Reeves, a 
frequent repeater here but always 
good for a surefire interlude with 
his gagging and handling of paro- 
dies. Closes strong as usual with 
“Old Man River” and makes just 


the right clincher. Extra-good mu-. 


sical support by Jo Lombardi and 
‘his crack house outfit is another 
| highlight. 


Biz fair. Buri. 





RKO. Boston 


Boston, Feb. 7. 

Mel Torme, Borrah Minevitch’s 
Harmonica Rascals with Johnny 
‘Puleo. DeMarco Sisters (5), Maxie 
Rosenbloon (2) Wells & 4 Fays, 
Larry Flint Orch; “Rogue River” 
(ELC). 

Another solid bill is currently 
on tap here, with the main themes 
comedy and vocalizing. va 

Mel Torme grabs top billing, 
and deservedly so, for he’s sure- 
fire with a song and fast in the 
quip department, although some 
are from the cornbelt. His stint 
is solid throughout with carbon- 
ing ef Como. Eckstine, Sinatra, 
Pinza and Laine vocalizing “his 
song, “Blue Moon” scoring heavily. 
Treatment of “You.” “Tennessee 
Waltz” “Careless Hands” and fastie 
“Jamboree Jones” click nicely, 
winding with sesh of sock skin 


Lucky | Tangements. Voices blend neatly 
hompson and Bud Johnson while | 2nd 


barbershop treatment of 


showcases | Sweet Sixteen” grabs hefty ap- 


| plause. Combining music with 
comedy, Minevitch’s Harmonica 


“If You ‘Were Rascals turn in their usual sock | 


_job; the antics of Johnny Puleo 


|is a terrific pantomimist and music 
; was strictly incidental as far as 
,Stubholders were concerned. 

| Maxie Rosenbloom, king of 
malapropisms, garnered a fair 
share of yocks aided by a femme 
Stooge, with layout getting off to 
a fast start via nifty acro clowning 
of Wells and the 4 Fays. 

| Bill opened to fair sized house 
on Ash Wednesday, but should 
pick up when word gets around. 

Elie. 


New Acts 


THE DOMINOES (5) 
Songs 

13 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 

Launched in professional career 
by recent showcasing on Godfrey 
“Talent Scouts” stanza, rhythm 
and blues quartet, composed of 
tenor Clyde McPhatter, second 
tenor Charles White, bari Joseph 
Lamont and _ bass-bari William 
Brown, and their pianist-arranger 
Billy Ward, play their first theatre 
date after clubbing in N. Y. en- 
virons. Apollo appearance. dis- 
plays their unusual style, an appli- 
cation of spiritual characteristics 
to pop song delivery, currently 
clicking on their Federal platter, 
“Do Something for Me.” 

Tune is featured in medley to- 
gether with “Tennessee Waltz,” 
“Chicken Blues” and “Harbor 
Lights” in arrangements built in 














each case on solo chorus, with 
balance of group vocalizing har- 
mony in background, Striking 


group colorization is imparted by 
flexible tenor voice of McPhatter 
and bass-bari of unusual range 
and strength of Brown. 

Offerings are highly stylized for 
rhythm and blues fans. 


NOV-ELITES 
Instrumental, songs, comedy 
18 Mins. 
5 O’Clock Club, Miami Beach 

The 5 O'Clock Club has come up 
with a lively deuce act to add zest 
to a fast-paced show featuring 
Martha Raye and Buddy Lester. 
Nov-Elites trio consist of bass, 
guitar and accordion. They handle 
ithe instrumentals in highly pleas- 
ing manner and set a zingy tempo 
,on their straight tunes. 


On the comedy side they do in- 
cisive takeoffs on radio, pic and 
video toppers, among them the 
Lone Ranger, Vaughn Monroe and 
the Marx Bros. to hit for howls. 
iThey top it off with a hillbilly 
takeoff. 


appearances as well as for vauders 
and the moderately - budgeted 
bistros and hotel lounges. Lary. 


THE STANFORDS (2) 

Ballroom 

8 Mins.; Three 

Palace, N. Y. 
The Stanfords, 





ballroom team, 
have obviously been around for 
some time but’ haven't been re- 
corded in Vartiety’s New Act files. 
They're a neat appearing duo who 
make excellent headway with good 
lifts and spins. Their routining 
is hep and make a good impres- 
sion on the audience. 


Their- straight aance passages, 
however, need considerable bright- 
ening. There's insufficient variety 
during these moments to sustain 
them, but the overhead work more 


than compensates for this de- 
ficiency. Jose. 
_VINCE & ED MASSIVE 

| Acro 


19 Mins.: ‘Three 
Palace, N. Y. 

Vince & Ed Massive, a pair of 
well-constructed guys, have an in- 
teresting hand-to-hand turn. They 
click at opener with Greek gladia- 
tor costumes for statuary poses. 
They then go into acro work and 
knock off some excellent tricks 
with good showmanship, Most of 
their work is in the strongarm 
idiom. Their lifts are good and 
well-timed and their routining is 
excellent. 

The act 
dressed acro turns. 
highly dramatic and the 
adds quality. 


is one of the better 
The music is 
lighting 
Jose. 





Pianist Claudio Arrau will ap- 
pear in Israel for the first time in 
May and June. He'll do concerts 
with the Israel Philharmonic Or- 
chestra, and give six recitals in 
addition. 


They look ‘a good bet for video . 


! 








| VARIETY BILLS| 


WEEK OF FEBRUARY 14 





Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


whether full or split week 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit (FM) Fanchon Marco; (1) Independent; 
(L) Loew; (M) Moss; (P) Paramount; (R} RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tivoli; (W) Warner: 


(WR) Walter Reade 








NEW YORK CITY 
| Capitol (L) 15 
Blue Barron Ore 
Felix Knight 
Joey Adams 
Connie Sawyer 
Al Kelly 
| Music Hall (1) 15 
Cilly Feindt 
Norman Wyatt 
Asia Boys 
Bettina Rosay 
Johnny Mack 
June Winters 
Arthur Rubin 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Sym Ore 
Palace (R) 15 
St. Claires 
Peter James Co 
Jack Gwynne Co 
Tanya 
4 to Fill 
Paramount (P) 14 
Boyd Raeburn Orc 
Honeydreamers 
Harvey Stone 
| Condos & Brandow 
Russ Emery 
Roxy (i) 14 
Danny Kaye 
Yma Sumac 
Dunhills 
Bairds Marionettes 
Strand (W) 16 
Vie Lombardo Ore 
Berry Bros 
Denise Darcel 
Joey. Bishop 
BALTIMORE 
Royal (I) 15 
Erskine Hawkins 
Ore 
Patterson & Jack- 
son 
Savannah Churchill 
Striders 
Flash Gordon 
BOSTON 
Boston (R) 14 
Joan Blondell 
Bert Wheeler 
Hank Ladd 
Ryan & McDonald 
Eddie Fisher 
Marino Sis 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 16 
Amandis 
Bobby Sargent 
Elsa & Waldo 
1 to Fill 
Oriental (!) 15 
Teresa Brewer 
Guy Mitchell 
Art Van Damme 5 
Low. Hite, Stanley 
Ken Griffin 
Sherman Hayes Orc 
} Regal (P) 15 
Nat King Cole 3 
Helen Humes 
Zinky Cohn Ore 
Chocolateers 
Dana & Ross 
ELMIRA 


Kearney (W) 15 only 


Dr. I. Q. Show 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 14 

Juvelys 
' Louise Hoff 
Barr & Estes 
Noonan & Marshall 
John Boles 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (1) 16-18 
Coe & Lynn 
Melba Vick 
Petima & Rosa 
Lenderman’s Dogs 
Mardoni & Louise 
TICA 


! 
Stanley (W) 14 only 
Dr. Ll. Q. Show 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 15 
H & W Bell 
Helen Kane 
Ishkabible & M 
Douglas 
Harrison & Fisher 
CHELSEA 
Palace (i) 12 
Sid Milward 
Nitwits 
Gladys Hay 
Harry Secombe 


Lorriane 

Billy O’Sullivan 
Marettos 

EAST HAMPTON 
Metropolitan (1) 
Davy Kaye 

Hazel Wilson 
}Earl & Oscar 
Vyne & Valentine 
Homer & Hal 
Slick Edwards 
Yvonne 

Derek Dixon 


Palace (1) 12 
Peter Brough 
Archie Andrews 
Ronald Cheery 
Tanner Sis 
Ravic & Rene 
| Craig & Voyle 
| Edward Victor 
Martyn & Cook 
|B & E Day 

FINSBURY PARK 
j Empire (M) 12 
| Levanda & Van 
| Arthur English 
|B Kayes Pekinese 





I Moreton & D Kaye | 
| Irving Girdwood 


| Lowe & Ladd 
| 2 Hynes 
| Suzette Tarri 
| Rosa & Rosita 
GLASGOW 
} Empire (M) 12 
|'Roy & Ray 
Lee Lawrence 
Cycling Brockways 
Betty Driver 
Marno Duo 
Sandy Powell 
Bernard Miles 
Gaston Palmer 
Mills & Belita 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S) 12 
B Lester Midgets 
Coopers Festival 
Fountains 
| Lotto & Constance 
Roy Overbury & 
Suzette 
| Gloria Co 
| NORWICH 
| Hippodrome (1) 12 
| Amazing Chevalier 
| Johnpie Kayes 
| Flying Dernos 
Ranlieghs 
Liberty Horses 
|; Osear 
| Spuds Co 
| NOTTINGHAM 
} Empire (M) 12 
Walthon & Dorraine 
Hal Monty 
Helga Barry 
W Keppel & Betty 
3 Lorandos 
Ali Bey Co 
Kirk Stevens 
;}R & M Lamar 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 12 
Reggie Redcliffe 
; Monte Rey 
La Celeste Co 
Eddie Gray 
Wood & Harmer 
|Ganjou Bros & 
Juanita 
Kay Cavendish 
Dey Dey & Dey 
j SUNDERLAND 
| Empire (M) 12 
Laurie Watson 
| Anne Shelton 
|N Hope & Day Ray 
| Mischa Auer 
{Evy & Everto 
| Dick Henderson 
' Paula Coutts 
Shelagh Mandy & 
Jerry 
Norman Harper 
Paul & Pauline 
WOLVERHAMPTON 
Hippodrome (1) 12 
Speedy Smith 
Gwendolyn Grey 
Cy Grant 
Ida Shepley 
David Dirks 
Dan Jackson 
Gwyn Miller 
Rex Dutton 
| McKay Bros & Vera 





AUSTRALIA. 


BRISBANE 
His Majesty's (1) 12 
Armand Perren 
' Marion Davies 
3 Fayes 
Devine & King 
Gerda Bornstad 
Chribi 
Marika Saary 
Phillip Tappin 
Wim De Jong 
Jecques Cartaux 
Jimmy Elder 
Joe Whitehouse 
Cissy Trenholm 
MELBOURNE 
Tivoli (1) 12 
Mary Brian 


John Hubbard 

Lori Irving 

| Bernardine Haves 

| Gerald Oliver Smith 
John Hayes 

SYDNEY 

| Tivoli «(t) 12 
iM & H Nesbitt 

| Guus Brox & Myrna 
| Wally Boag 
| Babs Mackinnon 
Marquis & Family 
| Detroy 

| Deana Sazova 

| Rob Murray 
Eugene's Flying 

' Ballet 

‘Celebrity 8 


BRITAIN 


BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome ‘(M) 12 
Vie Oliver 

‘Steve Canway 
Bercman & Boros 
June Manton 
Dorothy Caston 
Svivia Campbell 
Maureen Power 
Dougles Argent 
Ernie Brooks 
I.. Rayner & Betty 
1& S Davis 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 12 
2 Cromwell 
Dorothy Squires 
J Palmer & Doreen 
Jimmy Wheeler 
Joyce Golding 
Leslie Sarony 
Noni Nita & Dody 
3 O'Dovie Bros 
3Zanner Forbutt 


BRISTOL 
Empire (1) 12 
Dickie Arnold 
Josephine RKussetl 
Hal Gerrard 
_ Mickie Warren 
Lopez 3 
& Jaygee Girls 
Jean Hobson 
Bill Young 
Halageurs 
BRIXTON 
Empress (1) 12 
Jack Haig 
Gay Euridge 
Orlandos 
K Kean & S King 
Sybil Dunn 
Nve Lewis 
Les Rigga 
Eila Howells 
Eric Jowsey 
Ted Holton 


" : | 
R Evans Midinettes 


CANADA 


EAST HAMPTON 
Granada (t) 12 
Moylons 
Victor Seaforth 
Bob Rita & Rema 
F Bartholomew 
Morvan & Grey 
Bil & Bil 
MONTREAL 
| Gayety (1) 12 


3 Rio Bros 

Thompsons 

Jacqueline Woods 

Rolando 

Brude Stevens 

| Lavern & Jon 

Kent Edwards 

Gavety Girls 

Will Skinner Ore 
Roxy (1) 12 


Hazel. Kaye Lovlies | 


Rhea Ray 

| Cal Claude 

| Ti-Zeph Co 

| Maude Marly 


12 Arthur Griffiths 


Roxettes 
Seville (i) 12 


Ethel Smith 
Mickey Deams 

4 Barkleys 

| 3 Arnauts 

| Norman Brooks 
Lee Hamilton 
Len Howard Ore 





. Cabaret Bills 





NEW YO 


Birmane 
| Geo Shearing Ore 
Dizzy Gillespie 
Marion Morgan 
Bive Angel 
Charlotte Rae 
Tony & Eddie 
Stuart Ross 
Eadie & Rack 
Page Cavanaugh 3 
Harold Cooke 
Bon Soir 
Jimmie Daniels 
| Mildred Bailey 
| Ghostley & Wood 
| Norene [ate 
| Reginald Bean 
Garland Wilson 
| Cafe Society 
|; Arthur Blake 
| Rose Murphy 
Jackie Paris 
| (tiff Jackson 
Eddie Heywood Ore 
Copecadane 
Frankie Laine 
Betty & Jane Kean 
| Harrison & Patricia 
| M Durso Ore 
| Regina Price 
| Sonny Callelo 
*. Alvares Ore 
Havana-Madrid 
| Patsy Shaw 
{Tony Bari 
Juanito & Anita 
{Ferdinand & Jerry 
| Jerry Cooper 
| Pupi Campo Ore 
| Little Ctub 
| Ernie Warren Ore 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
Jeani Parker 
Larry Laurence 
Downey & Fonville 
| Baze) Webster 


Old Knick 
Geene Courtney 
Connie Anderson 
| Sid Marion 
| Ola Roumanian 
| Sadie Banks 
| Radio Aces 
| Buster Burnel) 
| Marusia Sava 
| Alverda 
| Juliette Koka 
|; Joe LaPorte Ore 
| D’Aquila Ore 
| Park Ave 
| Gloria Elwood 
| Penthouse 
| Paul Taubman 
| Hotel Ambassador 
| Jules Lande Ore 

Hotel Biltmore 

| Mischa Raginsky O 

Hotel Edison 
Henry Jerome Ore 
|; Hotel New Yorker 

| Ray Robbins Ore 

| Carol Lynne 

| Furrar & Carter 

! Sid Krofft 

Johnny Kirby 

Hotel Pierre 

Denise Darcel 
| Fosse & Niles 

| Stanley Melba Ore 

| Manuel Jiminez Ore 








RK CITY 


; Bracha 
Hillel & Aviva 
Leo Fuld 
&! Chico 
Rosita ios 
Los Gitanos 
Pilarin Tavira 
Sarita Herrera 
D’Alonso Ore 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
| Louise & Harris 
Peggy O'Neil 
Holden Ders 
Kenny Davis 
La Martinique 
Ben Blue 
Richard Hayes 
Sid Fields 
Roberta Lee 
Whiporwills 
Teddy Hale 
Ralph Font Ore 
Val Olman Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Moore & Lessy 
Sarah Ann McCabe 
Wences 
Christiani Troupe 
Mila Raymon 
Vikings 
Nirska 
| Genia Mel 
Wilson Muorrelli 
Calvin Holt 
Art Waner Ore 
Le Ruwn Bley 
Dell & Abbott 
| Norman lars 3 
j Julius Monk 
| Hotel 
| Park Sheraton 
|; Jose Melis 3 
| Mimi Warren 
Ernestine Holmes 
Hotel Piaze 
; Jean Sablon 
D’Angelo & Ana 
Nicholas Matthey 
Mark Monte 
tt La Salle Ore 





Motel Roosevels 
Bernie Mann Ore 
Hotel St. Regis 
Jane Morgan 
| Milt Shaw Ore 
| Horace Diaz Ore 
Hotel Shelbourne 
Carol Blaine 
| iarding & Moss 
Hoiel Statier 
Frank Carle Ore 
| Hotel Taf? 
| Vincent Lopez Ure 
Versaities 
| Mindy Carson 
| Johnny Coy 
; Emile Pett: Ore 
Panchito Ore 
| Village Barn 
| Bourbon & Bayne 
| Tex Fletcher 
| Jane Abel 
Peter Rubino 
Village Vanguard 
Wally Cox 
Royce Wallace 
Clarence Williams 3 
Waldort Astorre 
Liberace 
| Landre & Verna 


Habibi ) Emil Coleman 
| Lota Mischa Borr Ore 
| CHICAGO 
Blackhawk | Trude Adams 


| Patsy Abbott 
Norma Lee Doggett 
| Joel Friend 
Ray Hyson 
Henry Brandon Orc 
| Chez Paree 
Stan Grover 
Richard France 
‘Lucille Barnett 
Sonny Howard 
Paul Gilbert 
Paul Steffen Ders 
Chez Adorables 
Luba Malina 
{Di Gitanos (2) 
| Pancho Ore 
| Cee Davidson Ore 
Paimer House 
Mimi Benzell 
| Jay Marshall 
P d’Angelo & Ana 
M Abbott Ders 
| Eddie O'Neal Ore 
Helsings 
Georgie Gobel 
Jayne Walton 
Billy Chandler Ore 
Hotel Bismarck 
Norman Martin 


| Lee Morgan 
, Johnny Alladin Ore 


| H Edgewate: Geach 


Jimmy Dorsey Ore 
| Dorothy H‘ld Dere 
j Hotel Stevens 
| Skating Ryles 
Arnoid Shoda 
Jerry Mapes 
Jack Raffloer 
| Mae MacGraw 
| Reed Williams 
Harper’ Flaherty 
Bob Fitzrerald 
Skating Blvdeare 
| Jo Barnum 
| Jack Spoons 
| Chordmen (4) 
| Buddy Rust 
Bill Perry 
| Leighton Noble Ore 
Vine Gardens 
| Myron Cohen 
Carter Sis (2) 
| Minda Lang 
| Susan King 
Mel Cole Ore 





LOS ANGELES 


| Ambassador Hotel , 


Don Cornell 

Cabot & Dresden 

Eddie Bergman Ore 
Biltmore Hotel 

Bob Williams 

Frakson 

| Barbara Perry 

Paycees (2) 

, Russ Morgan Ore 


Ciro’s 
Jimmy Nelson 
Nancy Crompton 
Geri Galian Ore 
Dick Stahile Ore 

Mocambo 
Josephine Premice 
Latin-Aires 
Eddie Oliver Ore 


LAS VEGAS 


Desert inn 
Margaret Phelan 
, Paul Gray 
Elissa Jane 
Dennis Day 


| Carltop, Hayes Ore | 
El Rancho Veaas | 


Benny Goodman 5 | 

| Mary Hatcher 

Ilerkie Sivies 

N Bieber Ders 
Flaminge Hotel 

| Myron Cohen 


Trenier Twins 
Gordon Polk 

Bill Clifford Ore 
Last Frontier Hotel 
Maurice & Marya 
Al Donohue Orc 


Thunderbird Hotel 
Duke Ellington Ore 
Timmie Rogers 
Co-ops 

Al Hibbler 





Billy Eckstine set for the Copa- 


cabana, N. Y., for March 1. 


Stand 


will precede his date at the Para- 
imount, N. Y., starting March 23. 





ee 


on ccm a nce 
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Unknown Ballet Troupe All Booked | 
10 Months Off Due to Sadler's Tag 


In one of the most unusual in-¢ 


stances in the concert field, the | 
Sadler’s Wells Theatre Ballet, | 
which has never appeared in this_ 
country, is practically all booked 
for a full nationwide tour next sea- 
son—10 months away. Troupe is 
the sister or alternate company of 
Sadler’s Wells Ballet of London, 
and bookiags have been grabbed 
up by local managers on strength 
of the sock reception accorded the 
latter troupe in its visits last sea- 
son and this. 

Sol Hurok, who managed the 
other tours, will present SWTB on 
a 25-week tour, starting Oct. 5 in 
Quebec. Troupe will play Cana- 
dian towns like Ottawa, Montreal 
and Toronio, work its wey west via 
Buffalo, Rochester, Detroit, etc., to 
the Coast, and back through the 
south, winding up in New York 
for a three-week stand next spring. 
Hurok is going to London in March 
to discuss repertory and dancers, 
and will try to get more time for 
the N. Y. engagement. 

The SWTB, like Sadler's, is di- 
rected by Ninette de Valois and is 
under the wing ot the Covent Gar- 
den Opera Trust. Troupe will con- 
sist of about 50 dancers, and will 
have some of Sadler’s principals, 
although neither Margot Fonteyn 
nor Moira Shearer will be with it. 
It will have some full-length bal- 
lets (although not “Sleeping Beau- 





Full of Fledermice 


Sock success of the Metropolitan 
Opera's production of Johann 
Strauss’ 
etta will have from 15 to 20 per- 
formances this season in N. Y., 
about a dozen more on the spring 
tour, for an all-time record num- 


ber of showings in one year—is 
encouraging other “Fledermaus” 
productions. 

Latest is the Sol Hurok office, 
which will send out a troupe on 


a nationwide tour next season in 
conjunction with the National Con- 
cert & Artists Corp. Irra Petina, 
ex-Met soprano, will play Rosa- 
linda. English version used will be 
that of Ruth and Thomas Martin. 
Thomas Martin and Michael Kutt- 
ner will be co-conductors, with Dr. 
Elemer Nagy doing the decor. 
Troupe will comprise 50 people. 
The New Opera Co., which 
staged a version of “Fledermaus” 
on Broadway some seasons ago as 
“Rosalinda,” is mulling a revival 
this scason, while the operetta is 
also on the schedule of the Dallas 
operetta troupe next summer. 





Form New Prod. Group 
To Do ‘Light’ on B’way; 


ty”), and borrow a few from Sad- ‘ ’ 

ler’s repertory, like “Facade.” Four Poster Barn Tour 
Trough troupe doesn’t have Sad- er ; a 

ler’s rep and hasn’t been seen were "a ee” gees Bacagresone 

here, the Hurok office reports that "'!S0m Grama dropped last wee 


some managers want it te give 
them more ti-ae than Sadler’s did. 


Starlight Musicals Map 


Indpls. Season Stretch 
To Six Weeks of Shows 


Indianapolis, Feb. 13. 

The all-clear sign for a 1951 
summer opera season here was 
given by the Indianapolis Theatre 
Assn. last week. It will sponsor 
six weeks of Starlight Musicals at 
the state fairgrounds, extending 
from June 24 to Aug. 4. Series is 
up two weeks from last year. 

Tentative schedule includes 
“Song of Norway,” week of June 
24; “Annie Get Your Gun,” July 8; 
“Desert Song,” July 22, and “Show 
Boat.” July 29, with “Roberta,” 
“No, No, Nanette” and “Three Mus- 
keteers” under consideration for 
weeks of July 1 and 15. 

Theatre group made deal with 
unions and other local employees 
of summer opera,on a cooperative 
basis, calling for a flat 50° guar- 
antee of established wages. Prices 
will be tilted slightly, in belief 
100°C of weekly nut can be made 
this year, and full wages paid, on 
basis of last season's experience. 

Melvin T. Ross, business mana- 
ger of the Murat, local legit house, 
and general manager of Starlight 
Musicals, was elected president of 
the Indianapolis Theatre Assn., 
succeeding J. M. Bloch, who held 
the post five years. Charles Hed- 
levy remains as producer-director. 
Ross plans to get advance season 
ticket sales under way April 1, two 
months earlier than in previous 
years. Operation has been handi- 
capped in the past by a late start. 


Albeny Playhouse Passes 
Its 600th Performance 


Albany, Feb. 13. 


Malcolm Atterbury’s Playhouse 
Co. gave its 600th performance 
Saturday night (10). Current pro- 
duction is “Strange Bedfellows,” 
and comedy is being held for a 
third week. 

Atterbury, son of the late Penn- 
Sylvania R. R. prez, has presented 
47 productions since he opened the 
Playhouse Nov. 11, 1947. This is 
his 92nd week of operation. Most 
of the plays run two weeks; a half- 
dozen have held the boards for 
three weeks. One season extended 
29 weeks; another, 30; a third, 31. 

Since Atterbury liginted the Play- 
house—his investment in .t is re- 
puted to be about $225,000—more 
than 200 actors have been given 
employment. Stock company is all- 








Equity. Atterbury’s wife, Ellen Har- | 


dies, is associated with him in the 
venture. Four new works have 
been tried out, two of them, “Fa- 
eade” and “Alexander,” this season. 


ithe ANTA Play 


by the Theatre Guild, may be pro- 
duced on Brgadway this spring by 


a new firm comprising Hume Cron- 


yn, Joe Magee and Martin Manulis, 
in association with Brattle Theatre, 
of Cambridge, Mass. The idea 
would be to present it as part of 
Series, perhaps 
following the engagement of the 
Louis Jouvet troupe at the ANTA 
Playhouse. Melvyn Douglas, Sam 
Jaffe, Jessica Tandy and Cronyn 
are possibilities for the cast. Miss 
Tandy (Mrs. Cronyn) and her hus- 
band played the leads in the show 
when it was tried out last summer 
at Brattle. 

Following the “Little Blue 
Light" engagement, the couple 
hopes to tour the strawhat circuit 
during the summer in a production 
of “Four Poster,” the Jan de Har- 
tog two-character play for which 
Cronyn is seeking the U. S. legit 
rights. If the show clicked in the 
silo tour it would probably be 
brought to Broadway next fall. 
Meanwhile, indie producer Stanley 
Kramer has recently accuired the 
film rights to the property. 

Also on the Cronyns’ list of fu- 
ture legit possibilities is ‘The 
Idea,” a new comedy by Edward 
Caulfield, whose “Stacey Jones” 
was formerly on George Abbott's 
schedule. Although Cronyn has 
not optioned the script, he’s in- 
terested in it as a prospect for pro- 
duction next season. 

Meanwhile, the Cronyns may 
make a quick trip to the Coast for 
picture assignments, Miss Tandy 
as Frau Rommel opposite James 
Meson in “The Desert Fox” for 
Henry Hathaway, and her husband 
in “Dr. Praetorius,” with Cary 
Grant, for Joseph Mankiewicz, both 
at 20th-Fox. Before that, however, 
Cronyn has guest dates on the 
“Theatre Guild on the Air” and 
Somerset Maugham radio shows, 
and he and Miss Tandy will co- 
star in a condensation of “White 
Steed” on the Ed Sullivan televi- 
sion series. Cronyn is also signed 
for the narration of an indie-pro- 
duced biographical short film. 

In his spare time the actor-di- 
rector-scenarist is working on an 
original screenplay, as yet untitled. 


Upstate N.Y. Strawhat 


Plans New 2-Wk. Policy 


Malden Bridge, N. Y., Feb. 13. 

Malden Bridge Playhouse is plan- 
ning a fortnight each for produc- 
tions during the 12-week summer 
season, from July 4 _ through 





| Sept. 16. The new two-week plan | 
is similar to one which Malcolm | 


Atterbury has followed for four 
seasons at the Playhouse in Al- 
, bany. 

Funice Osborne, who with her 


husband, Walter Wood, operates | 
the Malden Bridge strawhatter, di- ' 


rected for Atterbury at the Tama- 


reck Playhouse in Lake Pleasant. 


‘before World War II. Malden 
‘Bridge is 17 miles from Albany. 


“Die Fledermaus’’—oper- | 


and | 


New Imperial Ballet Set 
For 6-Wk. Caribbean Tour 


Newly-formed Imperial Ballet, 
company of 14 dancers created and 
‘headed by Nana Gollner and Paul 
Petroff, has been inked for a six- 


| week Caribbean tour this spring by | 


| Liga del Arte of Quito, Ecuador. | 


| Miss Gollner is premiere ballerina 
lof the Metropolitan Opera Assn., 
and Petroff, her husband, has been 
a featured dancer in several com- 
panies. 
standard ballets and a few newly- 
commissioned ones. 

Tour will start with a Florida 
date May 15 and comprise 18 ap- 


pearances in Venezuela, Ecuador, 
Cuba, Colombia, Panama and Ja- 
maica. 





Imposing Sked for Pitt’s 
51 Alfresco Operettas; 


They'll use a number of | 


e e 
Inside Stuff—Legit 
Review of “Billy Budd” by the critic of a New York daily was killed 
‘by his editors over the weekend after the play’s management protested 


‘that he was not in condition to cover the show adequately. Besides 


arriving at the Biltmore, N. Y., Saturday night (10) long after the 
opening curtain, the critic was observed to be in distress in the lobby 
during intermissions. 

After checking next day to find out whether the critic had written a 
review of the show, the management complained to the editors and 
after an investigation the latter expressed regret for the incident and 
assigned a second-stringer, who had also attended the preem, to do the 
review. This latter piece was published. Paradoxical angle of the 


| situation was that the critic’s review was said to have been rather non- 


Finian’s,’ ‘Show Boat’ Set 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 13. 

Pitt Civic Light Opera Assn.., 
which had hoped to open its 1951 
season at Pitt Stadium with “Carou- 
sel.”. won't be able to because Rod- 
gers & Hammerstein have 
drawn that show from circulation, 
with an idea of sending it on tour 
again next year. As a result, man- 
aging director William Wymetal 
and business manager Edward 
Choate aren’t sure what their tee- 


|off attraction would be. 


For the series, only “Finian’s 
Rainbow” and “Show Boat,” a re- 
peat, are definite. However, Wy- 
metal Said he’d probably do either 
“I Married an Angel” or “Louis- 
iana Purchase,” with Vera Zorina; 
possibly ‘‘Rose Marie,” another en- 
core, and “Two Hearts in Waltz 
Time,” both with Patrice Munsel; 
“Where’s Charley,” with Hal Le- 
Roy in the Ray Bolger role, and 
“Miss Liberty.” Other possibilities 
are “On the Town,” “Bal Joey,” 
“Nina Rosa” and “The “Bohemian 
Girl.” Annual production de- 
signed especially for children is be- 
ing abandoned this season because 
of terrific flop last summer of ‘‘Pi- 


nocchio,” which lost around 
$35,000. 
Virtually same staff that was 


here in 1950 will come back. Karl 
Kritz has been re-engaged as con- 
ductor; J. Albert Hurley, as choral 
chief; Robert Gordon, book direc- 
tor, and Furth Ullman, scenic de- 
signer. No choreographer has been 
engaged yet, however. If Howard 
Newman can get away from the 
national company of “Kiss Me, 
Kate” in time, he'll return as p.a.; 
otherwise the post will probably 
go to Hank Senber. 





San Antonio Bows Opera 
Festival With Met Stars 


San Antonio, Feb. 13. 


The San Antonio Opera season, 
using many Met Opera _ stars, 
opened here Saturday (10) with the 
presentation of “The Barber of 
Seville” starring Patrice Munsel, 
George London, Guiseppi Di 
Stefano, Fritz Ollendorff, Frank 
Guarrera and Alice Ostrowski. 
“Aida” was presented Sunday (11) 
with Herva Nelli, London, Blanche 
Thebom, Ellen Faull, Lloyd 
Thomas Leech, Norman Scott and 
Ollendorff. 

Next Saturday (17), “Salome” 
and “The Old Maid and the Thiet” 
in English, will be done, with Ljuba 
Welitch, Claramae Turner, Brian 
Sullivan, Ollendorff, Frederick 
Jagel, Miss Ostrowski, Marko Roth- 
mueller, Leslie Chabay, Shirley 
Russel, Ellen Faul and John Tyers. 

The Grand Opera Festival wil 
close the next day, Sunday (18), 
with a matinee presentation of 
“Madame Butterfly” with Dorothy 
Kirsten, Alice Ostrowski, Brian 
Sullivan, Leslie Chabay, John 
Tyers, Fritz Ollendorff and Lloyd 
Harris. 

All four operas are under baton 
of Jonel Perlea. Tickets range 
from $6.75 to $1.75, with perform- 
ances held at the Municipal Audi- 
torium. 





‘Colombe’ Bows in Paris 
| Paris, Feb. 13. 

“Colombe,” a new Jean Anouilh 
play, opened yesterday (Mon.) at 
the Theatre Atelier to mixed no- 
tices. Turn of the century back- 
_ Stage story provides several excel- 
lent character parts. 

Play is unduly long, but a com- 
pressed adaptation would make a 
_good screen prosnect. Story of fad- 
ing love is a sad theme, although 
it’s garnished with plenty of com- 
l edy. 


with- : 


, effort to teach them. 


committal, whereas the second-stringer’s piece was definitely unfavor- 
able. However, the show's producers indicated it had no objection to 
a pan notice, provided the critic was present in time to see the play 
and in condition to cover it adequately. 

Although somewhat similar incidents have occurred on Broadway 
various times previously, this is believed to have been the first time 
an issue has been made of it since the 1946-47 season, when’the Dra- 
matists Guild council protested to both the publisher and the N. y, 
Drama Critics’ Circle over a caustically unfavorable review of “An- 
other Part of the Forest,” after the critic in question was observed in 
a befuddled condition at the opening. In that case both the publisher 
involved and the critics’ organization iidignantly refused to take any 
action, but the critic took an extended leave of absence. 





Interesting sidelights on the American preem of “The High Ground” 
at the Shubert, New Haven, last week, included the fact that Tom 
Helmore, co-starring as a young doctor, played the entire three-day 
stand with his left forearm in a cast, the result of a bone fracture in 
his hand incurred during final days of the play’s rehearsaJ. Helmore 
handled the situation so well that many in the audience were not aware 
of it until a late scene necessitated exposing the injured member. 
Premiere was an unusual mental strain for Leueen MacGrath in that 
simultaneously her own play, “The Small Hours,” co-authored with 
husband George S. Kaufman, was having its first run-through and she 
was unable to be present. Kaufman was in New Haven for the “High 
Ground” opening unknown to Miss MacGrath, the sotto voce approach 
being to lessen the nervous strain attendant upon the premiere. 

Another interesting factor in “High Ground” is the presence in the 
cast of the daughters of four well-known “names”—Margaret Webster, 
daughter of Ben Webster and Dame May Whitty; Margery Maude, 
daughter of Cyril Maude; Patricia Hitchcock, daughter of Alfred Hitch- 
cock; Marian Seldes, daughter of Gilbert Seldes. 





Hanya Holm, choreographer on “Kiss Me, Kate” and “Out of This 
World,” who went to London to stage the dancing for the British pro- 
duction of “Kate,” writes back: “I am working in all departments. I 
auditioned 1,400 singers and dancers. Scarcity on men dancers, but I 
got 10 together. Wonderful workers, all of them. They are not the 
best nourished lot, but their energy and enthusiasm is worth every 
The theatre we rehearse in is unheated and 
drafty. By five in the afternoon I am stiff and cold like a fish coming 
out of a deep freeze. It reminds me of olden times, when I was not 
spoiled by the comforts of New York. By now I could perhaps even 
conduct the show in the pit. Everybody is so sincere and professional. 
Everybody calls me Madame—title of respect. ‘Kate’ is the event of 
the season, so we better be good. We have 20 dancers and 20 singers. 
(N. Y. “Kate” has 14 dancers and 14 singers.)” 





Abundance of publicity which has been garnered in the Windy City 
by “It’s a Great Day,” paraplegics’ musical revue, has surpassed that 
of any stage attraction in the same period of time in Chicago. At 
least every radio station has donated six plugs or more daily, with 
every disk jockey in town hitting for the show. In addition, every 
network show has either had one of the actors or free ad, with the 
Tommy Bartlett “Welcome Travelers” radio NBC half-hour program 
giving a daily spread to the paraplegic show. In addition, papers have 
run features daily and latest gimmick is the free transportation that 
American United Cab is giving to ticket buyers. Show, originally set 
for two weeks, has been extended to Feb. 24. 





Backers of “Moon Is Blue,” the F. Hugh Herbert comedy being pre- 
sented by Aldrich & Myers, in association with Julius Fleischmann, 
include Dallas producer Tad Adoue, $750; radio announcer Kenneth 
Banghart, $750; Robert Christenberry, manager of Astor hotel, N. Y., 
$1,500; film executive Joseph J. Cohn, $2,250; lyricist and film publicist 
Howard Dietz, representing a syndicate called Angels Incorporated, 
$1,500; co-producer Fleischmann, $6,750; producer Gilbert Miller, 
$3,000; producer Malcolm L. Pearson, $3,000; radio station owner Mar- 
pp Straus, II, $1,500; Walter Vincent, president of the Actors Fund, 

General partners in the $75,000 venture are Richard Aldrich, Richard 
Myers, Fleischmann and director Otto Preminger. 





Directors of the Pittsburgh Civic Light Opera Assn. discovered re- 
cently that they were too late in bidding for “A Night With Rodgers 
& Hammerstein” for their outdoor season at the Pitt Stadium in 1951. 
They learned upon inquiring about a deal that the attraction had al- 
ready been sold to a Pittsburgh group, the Music for Mt. Lebanon 
series, for a night next October. There it will play to 1,800 people at 
the most; under the stars at the Pitt Stadium, R & H concert would 
have had a tentative capacity of around 60.000. 


ed 


John Lane Taking Over 
Osunquit Strawhat Met. 


Portland, Me., Feb. 13. 
John Lane, for the three past 


Maracci Prepping Work 
For Ballet Theatre in N.Y. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 
Carmelita Maracci, noted Span- | 
ish dancer-choreographer who 











headquarters on the Coast with a 
school and small dance troupe, is 
prepping two dance works for Bal- 
let Theatre. One is planned for 
the N. Y. spring season of BT, 
Starting at the Met Opera House 
April 9, with Miss Maracci joining 
the company for the first time to 
dance the lead in her new work. 
Music by Scarlatti or Turina will 
furnish the background. Antoine 
Clave and Rico Lebrun have been 


‘mentioned for the decor and cos. 


tumes. Second work is planned for 
next fall. 

Ballet Theatre’s N. Y. season will 
be further hypoed by the addition 
of two top French ballet dancers, 
Jean Babille and Natalie Philip- 
part, as guest stars. Duc will bring 
their own choreographic creations 


from Paris to add to BT's reper- 
toire. 


Lornz Sydney, Australian mezzo. 
soprano, is joining the N. Y. City 
Opera Co. for its six-week spring 
season opening March 14. 





seasons associated with Mrs. Maude 


Hartwig in the operation of the 
Ogunquit Playhouse, Ogunquit, 
Me., is assuming complete manage- 
ment of the strawhat in the upcom- 
ing season. Mrs. Hartwig, co-found- 
er with her late husband, Walter 
Hartwig, in 1933, of the Manhattan 
Repertory Co., will continue in an 
advisory capacity. 

Stage end of the house has been 
found to have been extensively 
damaged by last November's hur- 
ricane. Repairs now under way, 
which will incidentally effect an 
enlargement of the stage, are eX- 
pected to be completed well in 
advance of the opening date. 

Star system of past few seasons 
will be continued, according te 
Lane, but greater attempt will be 
made to set the schedule prior to 
the opener. Matinee policy will 
also be revamped with a view to 
absorbing more of the potential 


\ weekend biz. 
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Unorthodox Percentage Formula 


Gives Break to Children’ Backers 


Backers of “Not for Children,” 
Playwrights’ Co. presentation of 
the Elmer Rice comedy, get an ex- 
tra edge under the production's un- 
conventional financial setup. They 
are slated for the regular investor’s 
share of 50° of the profits, al- 


though the author and stars are | 
getting a 13% slice of the net in’ 


return for a smaller take off the 
top. The Playwrights Co. is ab- 
sorbing the difference, giving it 
only 37% of the profits. This is 
similar to the financing arrange- 
ment for the same firm’s presenta- 
tion last season of “Lost in the 
Stars.” 

Idea of the unorthodox setup is 
to reduce the play’s operating cost 
by slicing the author-director 
royalties and the stars’ share of 
the gross. The theory is that play- 
wright-stager Rice and _ co-stars 
Betty Field (Mrs. Rice) and Elliott 
Nugent stand to get back the con- 
cession if and when the production 
earns back its cost and begins to 
pay a profit. 

Rice is general partner of the 
venture, but Malcolm Wells, busi- 
ness-production assistant with the 
firm, is designee for the Play- 
wrights Co. and, as such, is nomi- 
nally responsible for production 
expenses over the $50,000 budget. 


No bonds are required for the oper- | 


ation, since Rice has given Equity 
and the other unions a letter of 
credit, as permitted certain man- 
agers of long standing. 

Limited partners in the produc- 
tion include producer Clinton Wil- 
der, $250; Nugent, Mrs. Nugent and 
their daughters Nancy 
Nugent and Barbara Ruth Nugent, 
$800 each; Herman Jerome Berns, 
one of the owners of 21 Club, N.Y., 
John Anton, Kansas City thea- 
tre manager; theatre owner-produc- 
er Anthony Brady Farrell; general 
manager Morton Gottlieb; Mrs. Rob- 


ert Montgomery, wife of the actor; | 
producer Arthur Schwartz, $1,000 | 
each; lyricist-film publicist Howard | 


Dietz, lighting technician Eddie 
Kook and Elizabeth Grant (ex-Mrs. 
Robert) Montgomery, and Wells, 
representing the Playwrights Co., 
$2,00 each, and producer Roger L. 
Stevens, representing a syndicate, 
$14,500. 





Lewises, Lester to Preem 
‘Jamie’ With Civic in L.A., 
Frisco Prior to New York 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Albert and Arthur Lewis have 


closed a deal with Edwin Lester | Public 


and the Los Angeles Civic Light 
Opera Assn. for the world pre- 


miere of “Three Wishes for Jamie” | 


in the upcoming L. A. and Frisco 
light opera seasons. It marks the 
third world preem for the Coast 
organization, others having been 
“Song or Norway” and ‘“Magda- 
lena.” 

“Jamie” is a musical adaptation 
of the Christopher Award prize 
novel “Three Wishes of Jamie Mc- 
Ruin” by Charles O’Neal. Author 
has adapted the book for the mu- 
sical version and collaborated on 
the lyrics with Ralph Blane, who 
also cleffed the score. 

Season for the two Civic groups 
thus will have only one revival, 


“The Merry Widow,” with Paul, 


Henreid and Jane Pickens as leads. 
Other offerings are “Where's Char- 
ley?” with Ray Bolger and the 
original N. Y. cast, and the na- 
tional company of “Guys and 


Dolls” currently being mounted on) 


the Coast. After the Coast runs, 
the Lewises will take the new show 
to N. Y. 


Pitt Playhouse ‘Wedding’ 
To Aid ANTA, UNESCO 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 13. 

Next Pittsburgh Playhouse pro- 
duction, “The Wedding,” which 
opens a three-week engagement 
March 3, will be done as the local 
community theatre’s contribution 
to ANTA’s and UNESCO's Interna- 
tional Theatre Month. March has 
been set aside as ITM, and schools 
and ‘little theatres country over 
have been requested to produce 
plays which will help stimulate in- 
terest in people of other countries. 

“The Wedding” is by Stanislaw 
Wyspianski and has long been con- 
sidered one of Poland’s outstanding 
dramatic classics. It’s never been 
done before here. 
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Chi Theatres in Damage 
Suit Vs, Greyhound Bus 


Chicago, Feb. 13. 

Harris-Selwyn Theatres,  Inc., 
Shubert-owned property, filed suit 
in Chi Circuit court asking $250,000 
in damages from the Greyhound 
Bus Lines last week. They claim 
alleged property damages to the 
Harris and Selwyn houses result- 


ing from excavation work in con- | 


nection with the construction of a 
terminal adjacent to the two the- 
atres. 

In another action, the Select 
Lake City Theatre Operating Co. 
is seeking $600,000 in damages be- 
cause of a weakened wall caused 
by the Greyhound construction. 


Olney Al Fresco 


| Musicals for D.C. 


Washington, Feb. 13. 

| Management of the Olney the- 
atre, wellknown D. C. area straw- 
hatter, has been given the nod by 
the Government to present six 
weeks of bigtime musicals next 
summer at Washington’s Watergate 
amphitheatre. Richard Skinner 
and Evelyn Freyman will hold 
Watergate from July 30 to Sept. 8, 
under the arrangement with the 
U. S. Public Parks Administration, 
and are expected to offer three 
musicals in addition to operating 





Olney. Several other bidders | 
'were also after the big open-air | 
theatre on the banks of the) 


Potomac. 


Remainder of the Watergate | 


booking, as announced over the 
| weekend by Ed Kelly of the Public 
Parks Administration, has_ the 


Philadelphia Civic Grand Opera | 


Co. in June 10-23, with nine operas; 
and the annual Sunset Symphony 
Series, presented by the National 
Symphony Orchestra, June 29 to 
July 29. The symphony pop con- 
certs will be offered Sunday, 
Wednesday and Friday nights, with 
the in-between dates for per- 
formances washed out by rain. 
This year, Watergate has sched- 
uled 63 performances, 20 more 
than last year, and there are still 
several open dates. 
Parks Administration, 
|; which also controls the circus 
grounds in Northeast Washington, 
| disclosed these bookings there: 


, Ringling Bros. Circus, May 17-20; | 


| James E. Strates Shows, April 5-14; 
| Johnny Jones Exposition, April 26 


/to May 5; and John Marks Shows, | 


July 25 to Aug. 4. In addition to 
the three carnival shows, others 
may book in for short stands. 

| 


MOVE TO HYPO LEGIT IN 
BALTO IN WORST SEASON 


| Baltimore, Feb. 13. 


| Meeting of selected local towns- 
'men was called for today (Tues.) 
‘for Ford’s theatre by the Theatre 
Guild -American Theatre Society 





to stimulate greater legit activity | 


and more shows for this one-time 
major show town boasting three 
theatres. Current season of eight 
attractions to date is the worst in 
history. 

Ted Lewis, currently playing 
the Club Charles, sent out wires 
“in the name of show business” 
protesting the demolition of the 
Maryland theatre, citadel of legit 
and two-a-day, urging restoration 
of “this great theatre to its full 
| usefulness again.” Property, con- 


sisting of the theatre, downstairs | 


nitery, three studios, offices and 
-an apartment, was sold to parking 
lot interests for reported price of 
, $105,000. 


Hayward Shuttle 


Producer Leland Hayward is 
shuttiing back and forth between 
‘Broadway and Washington on a 
q.t. Government assignment. 
| Speculation is that it has some- 
‘thing to do with reactivating the 
air training field he had in the 
jwest during the last war. 





‘Nina Rose’ to Open 33d 


St. Loo Muny Opera Season 
St. Louis, Feb. 13. 


“Nina Rose,” Sigmund Romberg 
musical, will tee off the 33d season 


of the Municipal Theatre Assn., in | 


its alfresco Forest Park playhouse, 
June 7. Show, to be presented for 
the sixth time, since 1930, will run 
11 nights. 


The 1951 production will use 


original book. 


St. Pete Circus 
In 456 Foldo 


St. Petersburg, Feb. 13. 
Efforts to revive the Treasure 
Island Music Circus, which folded 
here Jan. 28, were abandoned last 
week when local sponsors of the 





project declined to deposit $20,000 , 


to guarantee the management 
against further loss. Largely be- 
cause of the unprecedented cold 
weather here recently, the opera- 
tion had gone into the red for 
about $45,000 when it shuttered. 
The producers, Laurence Schwab 
and St. John Terrell, have indi- 
cated they plan to try again next 
year, when they hope the weather 
will be more salubrious. 
Meanwhile, the St. Petersburg 
Operetta, presented by Pat Hurley 


in a heated tent the other side of | 


town, has been drawing healthy 
business. Victoria Sherry, Wilbur 
Evans and Rosemarie Brancato 
clicked last week in “Rosalinda,” 
and Miss Sherry, Evans Thornton 
and Miss Brancato are starring this 
week in “Blossom Time.” 





Extend ‘Innecents’ Tour; 
Rapport as Co. Manager 
To Sub for Ill McKnisht 


Robert Rapport. who was general 
‘manager of the original Broadway 
production of ‘The Innocents,” has 
‘joined the Harald Bromley-George 
Brandt touring edition, starring 
Sylvia Sidney, as company man- 
ager. He succeeds Vince McKnight, 
who has returned to New York for 
treatment for a digestive ailment 
after being hospitalized in Phila- 
delphia and Pittsburgh during the 
play’s engagements in those cities. 

Rapport will remain with the 
production until it reaches San 
Francisco and he can break in a 
permanent replacement. He’ll then 


return to New York to become gen- | 


eral manager for Jack Segasture’s 
presentations of “Sodom, Tennes- 
see” and “Young Wives’ Tale.” 
He’s also general manager for 
Peter Cookson, who is planning a 
production of “Ceremony of Inno- 
cence,” to star his wife, Beatrice 
Straight. 

The “Innocents” tour, instead of 
ending recegtly in Philadelphia, 
was extended with guaranteed- 
gross engagements in Pittsburgh 
and St. Louis, on Theatre Guild- 
ATS subscription. ®Following this 
week’s stand in St. Louis, the Wil- 
liam Archibald meller plays next 
Sunday-Monday (18-19) in Kansas 
City; Feb. 21 in Salt Lake City, 
and opens a two-week Frisco stand 
Feb. 23. It then plays two weeks 
of one-nighters in California, and 
opens March 26 for a fortnight in 
Los Angeles. If business warrants, 
it will work back to the midwest 
via Pueblo, Colorado Springs, Den- 
_ver, Omaha, St. Paul, Minneapolis 
'and Madison. 


METOP SEEN DROPPING 
BALLET THEATRE TIE 


The Metropolitan Opera, which 
threw out its former ballet setup 
in a general housecleaning under 
its new regime this season and en- 
gaged Ballet Theatre to furnish 
the opera dance corps under a one- 
year pact, reportedly won’t renew 
with BT for next season. Antony 
Tudor, who was choreographer for 
the opera ballet as well as director 





|of the Metropolitan Opera Ballet ' 


‘School, won’t return. Neither will 
‘Nana Gollner, Met’s premiere bal- 
lerina. Latter has formed a small 
| ballet troupe of her own, and will 
tour with it. 

| General dissatisfaction with re- 
sults of the new ballet setup, plus 
adverse press notices, is believed 
reason for the decision not to re- 
) new. 


Otto Harbach’s own revision of his | 


Kramer's 3 Pending Legit Deals 





| 


Hinge on Film Releasing Tieup 


+ 





K.C. Starlight Has 1756 In 
Pledges; Choreog Signed 


Kansas City, Feb. 13. 

Starlight Theatre Assn. _ has 
signed Vonn Hamilton as chore- 
_ ographer for the 10-show season 
forthcoming this season. He will 
come to K.C, from Detroit, where 
he is with the Civic Light Opera 
Assn. Previously he was with Dal- 
las and Pittsburgh outdoor thea- 
tres, and formerly was a featured 
ballet dancer. 

Bill Symon, Starlight business 
manager, states that funds pledged 
to support the summer produc- 
tions already has topped $175,000. 
By March 1, group expects to have 
$200,000 in pledges. The season 
will run for 71 nights, beginning 
June 25. 


‘Wedding’ to Eng. 
~ If Filniing Nixed 





‘ 


If “Member of the Wedding”’ is 
not filmed next summer, it will 
likely be presented in London, 
probably with Ethel Waters, Julie 
Harris and perhaps Brandon De 
Wilde and others of the original 


Broadway cast. That would follow 
,the Carson McCullers play’s tour, 
opening March 26 in Boston. The 
West End presentation would be 


in association with an established | 


British management. If the pic- 
ture version is done during the 


summer, the London engagement | 


would take place next fall, since 
the same cast leads would prob- 
| ably be used for both. 

| Although independent producer 
Stanley Kramer has the _ inside 
track for the “Wedding” screen 
rights, a deal has not been con- 
cluded and it’s still possible that 
Robert Whitehead, producer of the 
legit edition, may decide to film 
the drama himself, with the idea 


of making a one-picture releasing | 


contract with a major distributor. 
‘vhe Kramer deal, as tentatively 
outlined, would involve a mini- 


mum guarantee and percentage : 


,of the picture gross. 

' In any case, a decision en the 
film version and the contingent 
London engagement will probably 
be reached in a few weeks. 


‘TEMPEST’ COMES OFF IN 


| 


_ SPECIAL DISK VERSION 


| Shakespeare’s “The Tempest,” 
being issued in an LP album by 
Polymusic Records, is an interest- 
ing production that successfully re- 





creates the poetry and appeal of | 


the Bard’s fairy tale. Specifically 


| prepared and cast for recording, 
the work has a warm, dramatic | 


quality that lifts the play out of 
the library-shelf category and 
makes it good theatre, even on 
disks. Production isn’t bookish or 
stilted, and exsellent diction of a 
skilled cast makes it quite poetic 
and dramatic. Mechanically, re- 
cording is also very clear and clean. 


Richard Barr, who also narrates 
the bridges, directed the work, with 
Robert Busch in charge of the pro- 
duction. Raymond Massey isn’t 
always properly heavy and reso- 
nant in the role of Prospero, but 
still does a competent job. Mar- 
garet Phillips, with her distinctive 
speech, makes a very appealing 
Miranda, and Hurd Hatfield is an 
attractive, romantic Ferdinand. Lee 
Grant is very good as the eager, 
airy Ariel; Lionel Stander adds 
personality to the role of the 
brutish slave, Caliban, and Dayton 
Lummis lends character to the re- 
morseful Alonso. 


Oliver Cliff's Sebastian; Bruce Gor- 
don’s Antonio; Robert Harrison’s 
Gonzalo, and the Trinculo and 
Stephano clown roles of David Or- 
rick and Martin Kingsley. Paula 
Laurence adequately sings the two 
songs written specially for this 
performance by Paul Bowles. 
Vladimir Cherniavsky prepared the 
jincidental music. Bron. 


Other parts are satisfactory in| 


* Deals for the film rights to 


“Death of a Salesman,” “Happy 
Time” and “Member of the Wed- 
ding,” apparently hinge on wheth- 
er independent producer Stanley 
Kramer reaches a releasing ar- 
rangement with United Artists or 
goes through with a pending con- 
tract with Co umbia Pictures. If 
he signs with UA he is expected 
to drop negotiations for the pur- 
chase of the three legit properties, 
but if he concludes the Columbia 
tieup he will probably go through 
with the tentative deals to acquire 
the plays. 


Under the preliminary agree- 
ment he had negotiated with Co- 
lumbia, financing for Kramer’s film 
production would be supplied by 
the relasing company. On the pros- 
pect of that setup he had lined up 
tentative deas to acquire the 
“Salesman,” “Happy Time” and 
“Wedding” rights on a guarantee- 
plus-percentage basis. But in the 
meantime, since the takeover of 
UA by Arthur Krim and Robert 
Benjamin, Kramer has been re- 
ported considering returning to a 
releasing agreement there. Under 
such a setup he would have to sup- 
ply his own production coin and, 
as a consequence, would probably 
drop the three pending legit buys. 

Entire situation is expected to 
be resolved within the next couple 
of weeks. 





Fquity to Include hoes 
 Subber in Prebe of “ary 
| Contract Breach. Charge 


Actors Equity, which is consider- 
ing charges of breach of contract 
brought last week by actor-singer 
Haro'd Gary against London pro- 
ducer Jack Hylton, is including 
Broadway producers Saint Subber 
and Lemuel Ayers in its investiga- 
tion. Gary has informed union of- 
ficials that the auditions in which 
he was cast for Hylton’s forthcom- 
ing London production of “Kiss 
Me, Kate” were conducted by Sub- 
ber and Ayers, presenters of the 
original Broadway edition of the 
show. 

According to Gary, he was not 
only selected, after extensive audi- 
|tions, for the part of the First 
Gangster in the London produc- 
tion, but learned the song and 
dance routine and helped in the 
readings and auditions of other 
performers for the Second Gang- 
ster role. Later, after signing his 
contract and spending considerable 
money in preparation for going to 
London, he was notified by the 
Subber and Avers office on the 
eve of sailing that the British Min- 
istry of Labor had refused him an 
entry permit. However, the British 
passport office in New York in- 
formed him that his name had 
been “cleared” and that he would 
not be ineligible for entry permit, 
Gary charges. 

Although it’s not clear exactly 
how Equity can deal with the case, 
union representatives indicate that 
|Subber and Ayers could be held 
responsible or that an attempt 
could be made to bring action 
against Hylton through British 
Equity. However, the two organi- 
zations are not directly affiliated 
and have no formal working agree- 


ment. 


Todd Plans 2d Edition 
Of ‘Peep Show’ in Spring 


Michael Todd, whose “Peep 
Show” closes Feb. 24 at the Winter 
Garden, N. Y., plans to present a 
second edition of the revue, which 
he will prepare during the show’s 
forthcoming road tour, opening 
Feb. 26 at the Shubert, Boston. 
If “Make a Wish,” the Preston 
Sturges-Hugh Martin musical, 
doesn't click at the Winter Garden, 
where it orens April 5, Todd would 
like to bring his new “Peep Show” 
back to that house this spring. 
Otherwise, he intends taking it to 
Chicago after the three or four- 
week Boston run. 

Meanwhile, Todd is planning to 
fly to Europe next week for about 
a 10-day visit in connection with 
his projected Cinerama roadshow 
film operation. He will probably 
be accompanied by Michael, Jr., a 
, Student at Amherst. 
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Plays on Broadway 


Billy Budd 


Chandler Cowles and Anthony B. Far- 
ell presentation of dramatization § by 
ouis O. Coxe and Robert Chapman of 
Herman Melville novel. Stars Dennis 
King; features Torin Thatcher, Guy 
Spaull, Jeff Morrow, Walter Burke, Jack 
Manning, George Fells, Charles Nolte, 
Bernard Kates. Directed by Norris 
Houghton; scenery, Paul Morrison; cos- 
tumes, Ruth Morley; production associate, 
Benet Segal. At Biltmore, N. Y., Feb. 10, 
’51; $4.80 top ($6 opening). 





P| re eee err ee fee Jeff Morrow 
The Dansker.......s0.- . George Fells 
rer re Bertram Tanswell 
John Claggart...sceccccccs Torin Thatcher 
WRENS . 0 4 0006540646408 60060683 James Daly 
Butler Leonard Yorr 
Kincaid.... ..Kenneth Paine 
PME: « <0tekesbeseeeweeuses Judson Prait 
gf errr rr ce ee Walter Burke 
ee SS PURO C TCC CTO Charles Hudson 


Eo ckeneekeenee we 
Deck Mate Duncan.... 


Bernard Kates 
Robert McQueeney 


Surgeon .....-.Winston Ross 
Midshipman Gardiner...... Jack Manning 
Billy Budd std 6a eeemekn Charles Nolte 
A ee ee Dennis King 
ile eee Lee Marvin 
Midshipman Rea...,..... Henry Garrard 


Ist Officer Seymour 
Lt. Ratcliffe er 
Sailing Master Wyatt.. 


Guy Spaull 
Preston Hanson 
Norman Ettlinger 


Helsman Stoll .......... Charles Carshon 
Relief Helmsman......... Martin Brandt 
po) re eer a David Long 
Sailor eerrerre Tere s Robert Dudley 
2d Marine .. Bill Froelich 


This Louis O. Coxe-Robert Chap- 


man adaptation of Herman Mel- 
ville’s last novel has been making 
the Broadway managerial rounds 


for several years. It has had a few 
steadfast admirers and picked up 
some option money. It even had a 
tryout two seasons ago in the 
ANTA Invitational Series, under the 
title “Uniform of the Flesh” (from 
a line of its dialog), with dubious 
result. 

There can be little quarrel with 
the present production by Chand- 
ler Cowles:and Anthony B. Farrell, 
which clearly projects the play's 
somewhat intelligent theme, be- 
sides ‘achieving considerable atmos- 
phere and occasional moments of 
dramatic tension. Moreover, the 
performance, particularly that of 
Dennis King as the conscience-torn 
ship's captain, does much to human- 
ize the piece. 

Nevertheless, ‘Billy Budd” seems 
likely to be more successful artis- 
tically than commercially. It is pri- 
marily a philosophical treatise on 
good and evil, with characters that 
are symbols rather than independ- 
ently conceived individuals. It thus 
remains somewhat impersonal and 
remote by boxoffice standards, al- 
though it might have possibilities 
for film adaptation if the sailing 
ship atmosphere and its story ele- 
ments could be strengthened in 
place of its present emphasis on 
theme. But its all-male cast is a 
drawback for the screen as well as 
legit. 

“Billy Budd” is a sort of morality 
fable in which the principal charac- 
ters are the hero, a common seéa- 
man representing pure innocence 
and virtue; the master-at-arms, 
representing utter evil, and the 
captain, representing the ordinary 
mortal trying to resolve the con- 
flict between sentiment and duty. 
The locale is a British sailing fri- 
gate in 1798 and the first two acts 
(six scenes) show how Budd, newly 
impressed into service on the ves- 
sel, wins the respect and effection 
of the crew by his cheerful good- 
ness, and how this arouses the ma- 
lignant enmity of the hated mas- 
ter-at-arms. 

When the latter unjustly accuses 
Budd of plotting mutiny, the young 
seaman, mute with outrage, impul- 
sively strikes and kills him. The 
final act (three scenes) presents the 
Captain’s  conscience-struggle 
whether he can justifiably free 
Budd or, in line with strict con- 
formity with lawful duty, must 
have him executed. The play’s pur- 
pose and theme require the latter 
decision, which is counter to audi- 
ence (and, incidentally, the cap- 
tain’s) sentiment. 

The production, with three au- 
thentic-looking settings by Paul 
Morrison, creates considerable salty 
atmosphere, and although Norris, 
Houghton’s staging seems rather 
deliberately paced there are sev-' 
eral scenes of genuine suspense. 
Dennis King gives a skillfully ex- 
plicit and sympathetic perform- 
ance as the introspective captain, 
Torin Thatcher does much to give 
plausibility to the essentially un- 
believable master-at-arms, and 
Charles Nolte is properly direct 
and physically suited to the role 
of Budd ‘which he played in the 
original ANTA tryout). 

Notable among the supporting 
players are Jeff Morrow, George 
Fells, Bertram Tanswell, Bernard 
Kates, Jack Manning, Guy Spaull. 
Preston Hanson, Norman E ger 
and James Daly. The cost s of 
Ruth Morley appear auth c. 

Hobe. 
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Maureen Stapleton, lead in “The 
Rose Tattoo,” was presented back- 
stage at the Martin Beck theatre, 


N. Y., with a scroll signed by. 


Mayor Edward A. Fitzgerald of 
Troy, N. Y., her home, in honor of 
her part in the play. 


Ti-Coqg 


Fridolin Productions (in association with 


Lee & J. J. Shubert) presentation of com- 
edy drama in two acts (12 scenes), by Fri- 





dolin (Gratien Gelinas). Stars Fridolin, 
who directed. Settings and costumes, 
Jean. Fournier de Belleval; lighting, Leo 
Kerz; special music, Maurice Blackburn; 
associate director, Fred Barry. At Broad- 
hurst, N. Y., Feb. 9, °51; $4.80 top ($6 
opening). 

QICOF og. cc cesoeseeeses George Alexander 
POGTO .«.. sccccececsececese Jacques Auger 
pe eg | See ...- Clement Latour 
Ti-Coq ravrrr iecces Fridolin 
Papa Desilets...cccceseces Fred Barry 
Mama Desilets.....ccee: Amanda Alarie 


Huguette 
Juliette 
Denise 


Marie-Ange 
Aunt Clara 
Germaine 


Oligny 
Believeau 
Pelletier 


Ree ee Mary Barclay 

Every unsuccessful show is, to 
a varying degree, a tragedy. Each 
involves not merely money, but 


months or years of work, sacrifice 
and, perhaps most unfortunate of 
all, hopes and sometimes careers. 
But rarely does a show’s failure 
represent such a sad misuse of tal- 
ent and material as does “‘Ti-Coq.” 
This time the failure is doubly re- 
grettable because it was obviously 
so unnecessary. 

“Ti-Coq” (meaning 
er’) might easily have been a hit. 
Although, as it stands, it isn’t 
Broadway material, it doesn’t miss 
by much. And it apparently would 
have taken only a bit of patience 
and effort to have corrected the 
show's faults. A good play doctor 
could have improved the _ script 
enormously by tightening and re- 
vising the maudlin passages of the 
closing scenes, besides eliminating 
some of the needless changes of 
locale that involve additional set- 
tings and scene-changes, extra pro- 
duction costs and ruinous stage- 
hand payrolls. Then any one of a 
dozen Broadway directors might 
have straightened out the muddled 
staging and toned down the over- 
acting, besides giving valuable as- 
sistance on casting. 

So this first full-length play by 
the French-Canadian author-star, 
Fridolin (real name Gratien Geli- 
nas), Which was first a hit in Mon- 


“Li'l Roost- 


treal in its original French and 
then clicked there in the _ play- 
wright’s own translation, goes on 


the endless list of Broadway fail- 
ures. Its a sentimental story about 
the cocky bantam foundling who 
loses the chip on his shoulder when 
he falls in love with a warm-hearted 
girl and basks in the affection of 
her family, only to be disillusioned 
when she marries another suitor, 
is disarming, amusing and at times 
touching. 

But after its few opening scenes, 
“Ti-Coq” runs downhill and re- 
sorts to interminable palaver about 
inconsequential detail. Moreover, 
the performance is ragged, possib- 
ly beeause the bilingual cast doesn’t 
get full value out of the English 
lines and the Broadway audiences 
misses the muances of French-Ca- 
nadian humor. 

If they're not all too discouraged 
by this first fling at Broadway, 
some of the players are likely pros- 
pects for other assignments in le- 
git or films. Fridolin himself is 
obviously a candidate for serio- 
comic character parts, particularly 
if he were to have gifted direction. 
Clement Latour, as the drily amus- 
ing pal, is excellent, while Jacques 
Auger is expressive as a_ wise 
chaplain. Huguette Oligny, the in- 
genue, is engaging in the scenes of 
gavety. Denise Pelletier is accept- 
able as her plain roommate, and 
Fred Barry and Amada Alarie are 
likable, if not too intelligible, as 
her easy-going parents. Juliette 
Beliveau, the character comedi- 
enne of the troupe, loses her laughs 
in translation. 

Jean Fournier de_ Belleval’s 
scenery and costumes seem prac- 
tical, but involve some unattractive 
color combinations, and Maurice 
Blackburn's incidental music seems 


unnecessary and therefore intru- 
Sive (and expensive). Hobe. 
(Closed Saturday (10) after 


three performances). 


Jotham Valley 


Moral Re-Armament presentation of 
musical play in two acts by Cecil Broad- 
hurst. Music and lyrics by Broadhurst. 
Frances Hadden and Will Reed. Directed 
by Howard Reynolds, in association with 
Lena Ashwell. Musical direction. Will 
Reed and George Fraser: dances, June 
Day and Christine Newell; sets, Erling 
Roberts. At 48th Street, N. Y., Feb. 6. 
"51: $4.80 top. 


>. erro Scoville Wishard 
“Joth” Jotham......... Leland Holland 
Svindle ‘ Cecil Broadhurst 
Waggie Kids: David Allen, Valerie Exton. 

June Day, Tom Kennedy. Christina | 

Nowell 
I. 26.3.0) «ot dans Bia Tlene Godfrey 


Mrs. Whipple .... 


, ryt Tyr Marion Clayton | 
Lo eek... ;, ee ores Phyllis Konstan 
Widow Waggle.......... Elsa Purdy 
Moose tie erekes seeeess- Dwight Boileau 
ate’ ahi eee . Frank McGee 
Smokey ........ 0006bseens Ron Roberts 
Sundown 60000e0vnen a0 See ae 
Ee. OUND 5600404040600 Bill Stubbs 


| 
Jack 






6000506000068 Jack Currie 
Seth Jotham... ce Dick Stollery 
rer . Seoville Wishard 

2. Serre. . Robert Anderson 
THe GUD. 600660606045 Eugene Bedford | 
S EE: bsp 0 5-60 6000 40dd0as0 Greta Stollery 





|, “Jotham Valley” is the newest 
|of a series of plays produced by 
the so-called Oxford Group over a 


period of more than 10 years. ‘The 
group, dedicated to moral re-arm- 
ament, should get praise for its 
seriousness of purpose if not for 
‘its craftsmanship as producers. — 
As a play, “Jotham Valley” is 
pretty folksy. It probably will 
find its greatest appeal in the hin- 
terlands or among specialized 
groups in large cities. From the 
standpoint of Broadway entertain- 
ment, with the professional touch, 
the play misses. On the other 
hand, perhaps the Oxfordites 
weren’t aiming for that distinction. 
Maybe, with them, it’s the message, 
not the play, that’s the thing. One 
thing is certain. The cast displays 
an earnestness that often is lack- 
ing in more commercial enter- 
prises. The players seems to 
bubble over with enthusiasm, 
“Jotham Valley” is a “story that 
actually happened,” according to 
the program. It’s the tale of two 
brothers torn apart by a feud over 
the inheritance of a reservoir, pre- 
sumably in Nevada, which supplies 
the water for the crops in the val- 
ley. “Joth,” one of the brothers, 
gains sole rights to the water, 
which he refuses to’ share with his 


neighbors. Through a series olf 
circumstances, ‘Joth’ sees the 
errors of his ways and makes 


everybody happy by opening the 
reservoir gates so all can have the 
precious aqua pura for irrigation. 

Story is interspersed with songs 
and dances. Cecil Broadhurst, au- 
thor, lyricist and collaborator on 
the music, plays a leading role. He 
is effective and shows talent. Le- 
land Holland and Dick Stollery, as 


the brothers, turn in good per- 
formances. Holland registers well 
on both vocal and acting chores. 
An amusing bit is performed by 
the girls from ‘“Twicklehampton 
School” and the gossipy dames 
from the Ladies Aid society. 


Plav’s success rests with the cul- 
tivation of specialized audiences 
They probably won't be found 
among the run-of-the-mill Broad- 





way patrons. Alst. 
Current Road Shows 
(Feb. 12-24) 

“Apple of His Eye” — Liberty 
Hall, El Paso (12); Paramount, 
Phoenix (13); Paramount, Tucson 
(14): Lobero, Santa Barbara (16- 


17): Biltmore, Los Angeles (19-24), 
“As You Like It” Lyceum, 


Minneapolis (12-17); Davidson, 
Milwaukee (19-24). 

“Autumn Garden” (tryout) — 
Locust Street, Phila. (21-24) (pre- 


miere), 

“Death of a Salesman”—Gayety. 
Wash. (12-17); Playhouse, Wilming- 
ton (19-21); Lyric, Allentown, Pa. 
(22): Community, Hershey (2324). 

“Diamond Lil’—Civic, New Or- 
leans (12); Municipal Aud., Shreve- 
port (13); Robinson Aud., Little 
Rock (14); Home, Oklahoma City 
(15-16); Forum, Wichita (17); Con- 
vention Hall, Tulsa ‘19'; Werth, Ft. 
Worth (2-21); Melba, Dallas (22- 
23): Music Hall, Houston (24-25). 

“Green Pastures” (tryout)—Co- 
lonial, Boston (12-24) (Reviewed in 
VARIETY this week). 

“Guardsman” (tryout)—Shubert, 
Detroit (12-17); Cox, Cincinnati 
(19-24) (Reviewed in Variety, Jan. 
31... es 

“High Ground” (tryout)—Ford’s, 
Baltimore (12-17) (Reviewed in 
VARIETY this week). 

“I Know My Love” — Walnut, 
Phila. (12-24). 

“Innocents” American, St. 
Louis (12-17@ Orpheum, Kansas 
City (18-19); Capitol, Salt Lake 
City (2); Geary, San Francisco 
(23-24). 

“Kiss Me, Kate’’— Curran, San 
Francisco (12-24). 

“Mike MacCauley” (tryout) — 
Geary, San Francisco’ (12-17); 
Harris, Chicago (22-24) (Reviewed 
‘in Variety, Jan. 31, ‘51). 

_ “Mister Roberts” (Henry Fonda) 
|—Hanna, Cleveland (12-17); Amer- 
ican, St. Louis (19-24). 


“Mister Roberts” (Tod Andrews) 


|—Virginia, Wheeling, W. Va. (12- 
| 13); Keith-Albee, Huntington (15); 
Aud., Charleston, W. Va. (16-17); 


| Aud., Louisville (19-22); Coliseum, . 


Evansville, Ind. (23-24). 

“Moon Is Blue” (tryout) — Play- 
house, Wilmington (16-17) (pre- 
miere); Wilbur, Boston (19-24). 


“Oklahoma”—Quimby Aud., Ft. | 


Wayne (12-13); Palace, South Bend 
(14); Keith's, Grand Rapids (15- 
17); Grand, London, Ont. (19-21); 
, Auditorium, Rochester (22-24). 
| “Peter Pan” — Shubert, Phila. 
(12-24). 
| “Romeo and Juliet” (tryout) — 
Shubert, Boston (13-24) (reviewed 
in Variety, Jan. 24, ’51). 

“South Pacific” — Shubert, Chi- 
| cago (12-24), 

“Springtime Folly” 
Allentown, Pa. (12-14); 
Shubert, New Haven (15-17). 

“Streetcar Named Desire” 
Coliseum, Evansville, Ind. (12); 
| Aud., Louisville (13-14); Bijou, 
Knoxville (15); Temple, Birming- 
reo (16); Murphy Aud., Mobile 
(17). 


| Lyric, 


(tryout) —| 


| 


The High Ground 
New Haven, Feb. 8. 


| Albert H. Rosen presentation of melo- 
| drama in three acts (five scenes) by Char- 
lotte Hastings. Stars Margaret Webster. 
Tom Helmore, Leueen MacGrath; features 
! Ruth McDevitt. Directed by Herman 
Shumlin; setting, lighting, costumes by 
Peggy Clark. At Shubert, New Haven, 
Feb. 8, ’51; $3.60 top. 


Co Ba eee Marian Seldes 
Nurse Brent. ....0.¢.. Patricia” Hitchcock 
Sister Josephine.......... Ruth McDevitt 


Willy Pentridge........ 
Sis. Mary Bonaventure 

Dr: Jeffreys 
The Mother 


...Logan Ramsey 
Margaret Webster 
Tom Helmore 
..Margery Maude 


Melling Neil Fitzgerald 
OE Be . rere Leueen MacGrath 
ee er rrr Mary Bell 
Martha Pentridge......... Jean Cameron 


Of the 


many foreign imports 
that have 


assaulted Broadway's 
theatrical ramparts this season, 
the majority only to ship back 
quickly to their native shores, this 
one seems among ‘the more op- 
timistic contenders who can safe- 
lv tear up their return passage 
tickets. 

In the hands of a capable cast, 
and guided by capable direction. 
“High Ground” appears destined 
to meet with better than moderate 
approval. 

Play is a murder meller. (al- 
though no actual killing takes 
place in the current action), but 
its appeal stems not only from its 
absorbing content relevant to the 
solution angle itself, but also 
from an accompanying thread em- 
phasizing the working powers of 
a strong faith. 

A somewhat novel approach is 
attained by setting the locale in a 
convent near Norwich, England, at 
a time when a devastating flood 
causes natives and_ transients 
seek refuge on 
where the convent is 
Among the transients 
and female police pair, who are 
accompanying back to Norwich 
prison a young woman whose ap- 
peal as the convicted murderess 
of her brother has just been de- 
| nied in London. 

Sister Mary, director of the con- 
vent hospital, is battling the wis- 
dom of her choice in selecting the 
sheltered life and seeks some mani- 
festation that will clarify things 
in her own mind. The arrival of 
the girl fosters a strong convic- 
tion of her innocence within Sis- 
ter Mary, and the play's develop- 
ment serves the double purpose of 
not only revealing the true mur- 
derer but also settine at rest the 
spiritual doubts in Sister Mary’s 
mind. 

As the nun who unravels the 
mystery of the killer and simul- 
taneously straightens out her mis- 
givings, Margaret Webster gives a 
moving performance that carries 
considerable conviction. Tom Hel- 
more is completely efficient as a 
young medico who figures impor- 
tantly in the murder and its sub- 
sequent solution. Leueen Mac- 
Grath is an excellent choice as the 
sensitive, distraught young woman 
who barely escapes the noose. 

In support. Ruth McDevitt 
makes a good sister of the un- 
perturbed type: Logan Ramsey 
scores as a moronic workboy, al- 


situated. 


though his accent is too thick for | 


clear enunciation; Margery Maude 


is properly reserved as a Mother) 


Superior: Neil Fitzgerald and Mary 
Bell make a good pair of police 
attendants: Marian Seldes' and 
Patricia Hitchcock do well by mi- 
nor roles as nurses; and Jean 
Cameron adds an authentic bit as 
a housekeeper. 

In her first all-inclusive setting, 
lighting, costume assignment, 
Peggy Clark has turned in a capi- 
tal job. It is worthy of note that 
although the script lends itself to 
hackneyed lighting and sound ef- 
fects co-incident with a 
meller storm background, this 
.facet has not been unduly over- 
worked. 

Shumlin’s staging has built pace 
to a punchy climax. It has also 
captured and maintained the 
spirit of the convent which is the 
play’s atmosphere. Bone. 





Canada League Sets 


Drama Fest in May 


London, Ont., Feb. 13. 

The Dominion Drama League — 
the only organization in Canada 
that compares with ANTA—is 
|planning its annual festival 
Plays, which opens here May 14. 
| The culmination of regional fes- 
_tivals from coast to coast, the week 
of plays will include six evening 
/and two matinee performances in 
the Grand theatre here (1,210; $8.10 
| to $12 for the series). 
The DDF at its inception in the 


"30's acquired an important flavor | 
| which it has since maintained. The | 


‘most prized award is the Bessbor- 
ough Trophy for the best perform- 
/ance, awarded by the former Gov- 
'ernor-General of Canada, Lord 
| Bessborough. 


to 
the elevation 


are a male} 


typical , 


of. 


Plays Out of Town 


| The Green Pastures 


Boston, Feb. 12. 


| Wigreen Co. (estate of Dwight Deere 
Wiman), in association with Harry From. 
kes, presentation of Mare Connelly’s new 
production of his drama with music, based 
on the Roark Bradford sketches, ‘Ol’ Man 
Adam and His Chillun.” Staged by Con. 
nelly; production designed by Robert Ed- 
a ones. At Colonial, Boston, Feb. 12, 


Mr. Deshee............. Frank H. Wilson 





Myrtle.....ccccsccess- Joyce Gissentanne 
BU ON 42464 ds aGevaees des Philip Hepburn 
eer sooeee-....Pierre Dillard 
Randolph ere -++++-Ernest Bloomfield 
CS 60s.s bac ads 64260005 Philip Brinson 
ip ge Re George Hill 
Ist Mammy Angel........ Ethel Purnello 
Stout Angel ...... Anna Mae Richardson 
Slender Angel.........Margaret Williams 
Archangel rr eee William O. Davis 
Teacher Sngel......... Courtenaye Olden 
Gabriel errr r Tt Te Ossie Davis 
NT ik eich Meeks ew abeeuiees William Marshall 
Cee BORG ic éccetoeice Rodger Alvord 
CustarGd BEANS? .ccccccecss James Fuller 
Adam $e oes bicawekeakees William Dillard 
Eve Linanenckeeeaeouss Milroy Ingram 
Cain... seers cccceenns thee Van Prince 
Zeba Tuer err ri TT ee Vinnie Burrows 
Boy Gambler......+..+..- Philip Hepburn 
Noah .. Caaweeransd.waieaescaia Alonzo Bozan 
oy os ee Alma L. Hubbard 
SN << <6¢5anens eeees- Robert McFerrin 
3d Woman...... cecdeceuna Tina Marshall 
tn cc¢eewewaaaah at ... John Bouie 
WES 64400660004 --..Randolph Sawyer 
BE OM Canis aga e banks 2 William McDaniel 
EE. cc the cous ewsaan’ George Royston 
pe, Peer Peer thoes Alonzo Bozan 
eee 6066660050065 Robert McFerrin 
SEN ¢4.0434006640444460 , John Bouie 
Te: ee oe ee Frank H. Wilson 
P< 4204 604b0044006040% William Veasey 
NN 4.004 964649640060% John Bouie 
SOW «5.364.940 58 0006064 George O. Willis 
CONCUBING. ....cccece -++..Courtnaye Olden 
Ro eae eee Jack Carr 
Head Magician........... James Fuller 
DE Re St ae ee ea Van Prince 


Master Ceremonies 
King of Babylon 
Prophet 


akan Randolph Sawyer 
James Fuller 


Mate thuseaeees William Veasey 
IN od’ w:'g.:b bee ¥ 4104-4 k® Calvin Dash 
errr William Dillard 
2d Officer... ... Robert McFerrin 


Singers: Mabel Bergen, 


‘Ss: Maudine Brown, 
Miriam Burton, 


Louise Hawthorne, 
Oci Johnson. Madeline Preston, Lou- 
vinia White, Alice Ajaye, Leona 
Avery, Willie Mays, Louise Parker, 
Curtis Hawkins, Herbert Wiant, 
| Beecher Wilson 


Although none of the magic has 
gone out of “The Green Pastures” 
in the last 21 years, two magical 
qualities will be necessary to dem- 
onstrate its ability to recapture its 
former estate in the theatre. 

One is a vastly speeded-up pro- 
duction in both technical and per- 
formance aspects during the tryout 


here.- The other is assurance that 
the intervening years have not 


seriously altered the boxoffice con- 
ditions for such a show. The speed 
up here seems assured. What will 
happen at the boxoffice even with 
the full support of favorable no- 
tices will develop during the week. 
The first night house was anything 
but encouraging, save in accept- 
ance of Marc Connelly’s new stag- 
ing of a hit that ran for a solid 
five years. 

It’s hard to put a finger on the 
revisions Connelly has made in 
the text, but there are numerous 
improvements on the original. It 
is not possible to say there are im- 

_provements in the casting, for this 
company is in every way the equal 
of the original company, or to 
put it more exactly, it will be the 
equal. At the opener there was 
every indication that the trying ad- 


/ventures of the company in re- 


financing, not to mention getting 
the sets here over the road (‘the 
first time so big a show has trav- 
eled in trucks), have interfered 
with a perfectly integrated show. 
As the central character, De 
Lawd, William Marshall, a far 
younger man than Richard Harri- 
son, has both a magnificent voice 
and presence and a truly spiritual 
quality. He will undoubtedly grow 
in the role to give it even more 
poise, authority and dignity. Ossie 
Davis as Gabriel, Alonzo Bosan as 
Noah, and Frank H. Wilson (‘the 
only member of the original com- 
pany), as Moses, contribute mem- 
orable parts, but nearly all of the 
speaking roles are splendidly han- 
dled, and given with conviction. | 
However, in nearly every detail, 
“Pastures” is still in the making. 
.The Robert Edmond Jones sets are 
colorful and suitable. But he has 
not solved the urgent problem of 
making them capable of simost in- 
stant change. Even when the crews 
achieve full speed with them, the 
delays between scenes will almost 
certainly be too long. An overly- 
noisy treadmill is also a problem 
to be solved. It is true the Hall 
Johnson Choir suffices to fill the 
gaps with some fine spiritual sing- 
ing, but by the second act even this 
palls. . 
Thus, at this moment, a true estl- 
mate of this revival is not possible. 
Indications are that a fortnight’s 
break-in will solve the problems 
of stagecraft and give the excellent 
cast a thorough workin. As to the 
boxoffice potential, no indications 
can yet be trustworthy, but theres 
an outside chance this one will re- 
peat. Elie. 





Walter Hampden will do “iele- 
phone Hour,” March 5 to do 4 
special narration in connection 
with celebration of the 75th ann! 
of the telephone’s invention. Nel 
son Eddy will be guest soloist 0? 
ithe show. 
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SOPHISTICATED SONG! , 
— JUST CONCLUDED — 

3rd SMASH ENGAGEMENT i | 

Breaking All Existing Records 

MAISONETTE : 

Hotel St. Regis, New York | | 

MOST RECENT CLUB, RADIO AND TV ENGAGEMENTS ! | 

BEVERLY CLUB, New Orleans OLYMPIC, Seattle be ) 

SHAMROCK, Houston MARK HOPKINS, San Francisco 

THUNDERBIRD, Las Vegas © EMBASSY CLUB, London 

CIRO’S, Hollywood ) : 


BOBBY CLARK SHOW (TV) THE BIG SHOW (NBC) 
MILTON BERLE SHOW (TV) LEAVE IT TO THE GIRLS (TV) 


—Opening MAR CH 8th 3 : | 
COLISEUM 


LONDON, England 


“KISS ME KATE” 


Followed by a Personal 





Appearance Tour of the 
Leading Theatres and 


Hotels on the Continent! 
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Broadway Takes Another Slide: 
Tattoo Fast $25,900, ‘Tree $5,000, 
Billy’ Press Mixed, ‘Coq Flops Out 


Apparently affected by the snow- 
storms and severe cold last week, 
Brondway attendance tapered off 
again. With the exception of the 
steady sellouts, nearly all entries 
felt the prevailing dip. Of the re- 


cent openings, “Rose Tattoo” had 
a strong first full week and is 
building. but “Green Bay Tree”’ 
made a shaky start and Sunday 


p.rformances are being tried as a 
patronage come-on. “Ti-Cog” got 
unvarying pans and flopped out 
Saturday night (10) after three per- 
formances, while “Billy Budd” 
drew a mixed press and its chances 
are not yet indicated 
Last week’s total gross for 
all 27 productions was 53$660,- 
600, or 75‘° percent of capac- 
ity. The previous week's cor- 
rected total for 26 shows was 
$736,509, or 86‘. 


The non-commercial “Jotham 
Valley” is scheduled to close Satur- 
a night (17) and at least one 
oiler current show may also fold 
this week. “Peep Show” and “Peer 
Cvnt" are due to close next week, 
the D’Ovly Carte troupe is now 
stated to end its limited engage- 
ment Feb. 28, “*Where's Charley?” 


March 10 for a 
“Member of the Wedding” 

March 17 for a tour. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy’, D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama’, R (Revue), 
Al (Musical), O (Opera). 

Other parenthetic .‘qures refer, 
ro-svectively, to top price, number 
of scats and capaci y gross. Price 
4reludes 29° tax, but 
grosses exclusive of 
tu 

“Affairs of State,” Music Box 
(21st wk? (C-$4.80; 1,012; $26,874). 
Over $27,000 ‘previous week, $27,- 
O00). 

“Angel in the Pawnshop,” Booth 
(4th wk) (D-$4.80; 766; $20,365). 
Nearly $9,500 ‘previous week, $8,- 
900). 

“Bell, Book and Candle,” Barry- 
more (13th wk) (C-$4.80; 1,066; 
$26.060). Over $28,200 (previous 
week, $28,100). 


leaves Coast run, 
and 


exits 


cimwusemen 


are net: 1.¢., 


“Billy Budd,” Biltmore (1st wk) 
(1)-$4.80; 920; $22,600). Opened 
Saturday night (10!) to three en- 


thusiaslic notices (Atkinson, Times; 
Hawkins, Wor!d-Telegram & Sun; 
Watts, Post) and five negative (Mc- 
Cord, Herald Tribune; Chapman, 
News; Coleman, Mirror; McClain, 
Journal-American; Pollock, Com- 
p ssi; premiere grossed about 
$3 000. 

“Sless You All,” Hellinger (9th 
wk) (R-$7.20; 1,543; $55,000). Under 
$°7.000 (previous week, $33,500). 

“Call Me Madam,” Imperial (15th 
wk) (M-$7.20; 
th: limit as usual; over $52,500. 


“Country Girl,” Lyceum (14th 
wk! (D-$4.80: 995; $22,845). Over 


$1! "00 (nrevious week, $20,000). 


“Darkness at Noon,” Alvin (5th 
wk! (1)-$4.80; 1,360; $34.276). Al- 


mort $22,900 (previous week, $24,- 
40"). 

*’Oyly Carte, St. James (2d wk) 
(O-$4.80; 1,571; $37,000). About 
$°5.000 last week on “Pinafore” 
and “Trial by Jury” (previous 
week, $34,000 on “Mikado); split- 
b | the current week includes 
“Condoliers” first half and “Iolan- 
th “ the final half. 

‘Gentlemen Prefer 
Zivceld (62d wk) (M-$6; 
$°5.244'. Beitered $41,400 (pre- 
Viorws werk, $45,300), 

“Green Bay Tree,” Golden (2d 
wk?! (D-$4.80; 769; $19,195). About 
$5,000 ‘(previous week, two pre- 


views and first four performances 
totalled $10,700). 

“Guys and Dolls,” 46th Street 
(12th wk) (M-$6.60; 1,319; $43,800). 
New high for a regular week, $44.- 
400 (previous week, $43,800). 


“Happy Time,” Plymouth (55th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1,063; $29,019). Al- 


most $20,500 (previous week, $22,- 
000) 

“Jotham Valley,” 48th 
Ist wk M-$4.80; 925; 
Uplift play presented by Moral 
Re-Armament (Oxford Group) 
opened Tuesday night ‘6) to gen- 
erally mild reviews; first seven 
performances drew around $7,000, 
including donations; closing Satur- 


Street 
$22,165 


‘Innocents’ Low $8,000 
In Week at Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 13. 
“The Innocents” took it on the 
chin last week at the Nixon, doing 
less than $8,000 at $3 top ($3.90 
with federal and city taxes!. Ordi- 
narily, an attraction like this w ould 


have probably been brought in 
under subscription auspices, but 


because of the quick booking, (a 
last-minute thing when the show's 
return to Broadway was blacked 
out) there wasn't enough time, and 
subscribers who were _ hastily 
offered a discount didn’t take ad- 
vantage ot it 

vantage of it. Play got a sad $6,000 


the previous week, its final in 
Philly. 
Nixon hasn't anything definite 


in sight to follow, although “King 
Lear” and return of “Oklahoma” 
are possibilities 


Pan’ Big $40,100, 





| baggage 


Sparse Lineup in Chi With Only Two 


Shows; ‘Pacific 





v 


LUNTS $36,900 IN 7 
IN THREE-STAND WEEK 


Indianapolis, Feb. 13. 
A blizzard that froze other show 
business here didn’t hurt the 
Lunts, who played to capacity in 
three performances of “I Know My 
Love” at the Murat Feb. 7-8. They 
drew a bumper $16,000 in the 2,- 


000-seat house at a $3.50 top) 
($4.20 with tax). The Lunts com- 
pany had to come here from 


Toledo by bus, on account of the 
rail tieup, forwarding scenery and 
via three semi-trailers. | 
However, they were able to get out 


|of here by train for the next date, 


1,400; $51,847). Got: 


$34.500); closing March 10. 


Blondes,” 
1,628; | 
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day night (17). ‘swe 9 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” Shubert (109th Kin 6 ll 
wk! (M-S6: 1,361; $40,847). Nearly 9 


$30,700 ‘previous week, $34,000). 
“Lady's Not for Burning,” Royale 
14th wk) (C-$4.80; 1,035; $27,100). 
Almost $19,800 (previous week, 
$22 000) 
“Member of the Wedding,” Em- 


Boston, Feb. 13. 
Adverse weather conditions con- 
tinued to harrass legit boxoffices 
last week, with “Peter Pan” in its 
finale at the Opera House defying 


pire (57th wk) (D-$4.80; 1,082; $24.- the pinch, but “King of Friday's 
196). Nearly $11,700 (previous Men,” at the Plymouth, way off. 
week, $12,600): closing March 17. “Green Pastures” opened at the 

“Out of This World,” Century Colonial last night (Mon.) and 


“Romeo and Juliet” opens tonight | 


(8th wk) (M-$6; 1,645; $49,191). Al- |) 3 : 7 fates 
th wk -$6; 1,645 (Tues.) at the Shubert, with indica- 


most $47,200 (previous week, $47,- 


“Peer Gynt,” ANTA Playhouse weather, the toughest of the year, 





(2d wk) (D-$3; 924; $22,730). Nearly with final week pulling a fine’ 

$10,500 tor seven performances , $40,100. House is currently dark. 

(previous week, $21,100 for nine “King of. Friday’s Men,” (Ply- 

performances); closing next week. mouth! (2d week! (1,200: $3.60). 
“Rose Tattoo,” Beck (2d wk) Dismal $6,000. House is dark. | 

(D-$4.80; 1,214; $28,000). Reached 

$25,900 (previous week, two pre- 


views 


few and the: premiere totatied ‘BRIG? FOLDS IN FLA. | 
AFTER SLIM TAKINGS 


Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., Feb. 13. 


{ 
“Season in the Sun,” Cort (20th | 
wk: (C-$4.80; 1,056; $24,101). Over | 
$18.500 ‘(previous week, $21,100'. | 
“Second Threshold,” Morosco Touring edition of “Brigadoon” 
(6th wk) (CD-$4.80; 912; $24,300). Came to a sorry end here Sunday 
About $11,000 with Clive Brook out night (11), despite a fine gross of 
sick (previous week, $13,600). nearly $5,000 for the single per- 
al a. on eer = formance at the Auditorium. Musi- 
“Ss .” Majestic (95th 
wk) ag gue ogee pe cal had drawn only about $16,000 
aluace the omee limit: aver @39,. for the previous seven perform- 
—e H, the grees Eun; over $00; ances in Miami and that, on top of 


I a : generally slim business in recent 
“Ti-Coq,” Broadhurst (st wk) weeks, increased the losses to a 


(CD-$4.80; 1,160; $32,000). Opened prohibitive point. 
Thursday night (8) to unanimous — Company was paid off out of the | 
pans and folded Saturday night Equity bonds and lett for New 
(10) after three performances; york. | 
about $4,000 gross; production rep- | 
resented a loss of around $90,000. 


“Twentieth Century,” Fulton ‘Streetcar’ Slow $5,500 | 





i tion of “The Great Waltz,” starring 


| fashion songs from “South Pacific,” 


at Louisville. 

Murat’s schedule now is blank 
until March 23-24. when Jeanette 
MacDonald and Gene Raymond are 
due in “Fhe Guardsman.” It’s the | 
longest show famine here in years. 

In four more performances in 
Toledo and Louisville, the Lunts 
added $20,900, giving the show a 
total gross of $36,900 for the seven- 
performance week. 


‘Guardsman’ $18,500, 
‘Waltz’ 406, Detroit: 





tions pointing to favorable biz. nad 

haps "7 . a Blue” is set for Feb. 19 hie Detrom, Feb. - | 
“Peep Show,” Winter Garden opening at the Wilbur The Guardsman, starring | 
(32d wk) (R-$7.20; 1,519; $55,677). Estimates for Last Week Jeanette MacDonald and : Gene | 
Over $28,000 (previous week, $30,- “Peter Pan.” Opera House (2d Raymond, did a good $18,500 in 
, 000); closing next week, to tour. yw, (3.000: $3.60). Hit hard by , the first week of a fortnight’s stay 


at the Shubert. 
The Civie Light Opera’s produc- 


Kenny Baker, grossed a fair $40,-| 
000. Current production is a 
“Rodgers & Hammerstein Musical 
Festival,” presenting in concert 


’ 


“Oklahoma,” “Allegro,” “Carousel” 
and “State Fair.’”” The top vocal- 
ists, Frances Greer, Mack Harrell, 
Fred Kendall and Jane Pabst, are 
supported by the singing and danc- 
ing ensemble who interpolate 
many of the numbers. A specially- 
written narration is woven into the | 
program to introduce and set the 
mood for each of the musical num- } 
bers. 





Conservatory Opera 


Sellout in Toronto 


Toronto, Feb. 13. 
On two performances of “Figaro” 
and one of “Butterfly,” the Royal 
Conservatory Opera Co. grossed a! 
virtual sellout at the Royal Alex- | 
andra, with the 1.525-seater scaled | 
at a $3.50 top. Current week of | 


| after 


$51,200, Day’ 146 


Chicago, Feb. 13. 
With only two attractions in 
town, zero weather and Lent failed 


to check good business. Ash 
Wednesday matinee for “South 
Pacific’ was a sellout. Bombard- 


/ment of publicity for “It’s a Great 


Day” has zoomed take and this 
week’s its on the profitable side with 
its two-week engagement now 
ing stretched to Feb. 24. 

Fred Finkelhoffe made a quick 
booking and is bringing “Mike 
McCauley” into the Harris Feb. 15. 
Nothing else new in sight except 
the five-day session of Ballet The- 
atre March 6. “Peter Pan” is due 
March 27. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“It’s A Great Day,” Blackstone 
(2d week! ($3.50; 1,358). Spurted 


be- 


_into the black with $14,000. 


“South Pacific,” 
week! ($5, 2,100). 
affect this; $51,200. 


Shubert 
Lent 


(13th 
doesn't 





“SHEBA’ ROUSING $21,400 


IN SECOND PHILLY WEEK 


Philadelphia, Feb. 13. 


For the second time in three 


| weeks, Philly was down to a single 


legit offering last week, but things 


are starting to perk up and in- 
dications, even with a couple of 
cancellations considered, call for 


an uptrend in bookings during the 
next two months. 

The Theatre Guild's “Come 
Back, Little Sheba’ completed a 
very successful two weeks’ stay at 


ithe Walnut Saturday night ‘10) and 


turned in a rousing $21,400 for its 


| final stanza. 


The Lunts, in “I Know My Love,” 
began a two weeks’ stand at the 
Walnut Monday (12). Tonight 
(Tues.) the Shubert will re-light 
three dark weeks with the 


Jean Arthur-Boris Karloff revival 


{of “Peter Pan.” 





Fonda Breaks Dayton 
Record With $31,718 


Dayton, Feb. 13. 
Henry Fonda broke the straight 
play house record last week at the 
Victory here, sailing through tue 
eight performances in “Mister 


| Roberts” for a gross of $31,718 in 


the 1,398-seat theatre. 
opened last night (Mon.) 


Show 
at the 


Hanna, Cleveland, with every seat 


sold 
stand. 


in advance for the week's 





‘Roberts’ 20G In Split 
Buffalo, Feb. 13. 
New York company of “Mister 


(7th wk! (C-$4.80; 976; $23,228). Feb. 12, with “Faust,” “Figaro”, Roberts,” with Tod Andrews in 
Almost $20,300 with Gloria Swan- , ‘ | Fi t ry ] b and “Butterfly.” has a 90°C ad-' the title part, grossed just short of 
son out. sick all week (previous n rive a om US vance sale of $25,000 for the eight , $20,000 last week in a split between 
week, $23,500). | Columbus. O.. Feb. 13 | performances. |Shea’s, Erie, and the Erlanger 

“Where's Charley?” Broadway = On its third time at the Hart-| This is the first time the Royal | here. Production is splitting the 
(2d wk? (M-$4.80-$6; 1,900; $49.- man, “Streetcar Named Desire” ,Conservatory Opera Co. has_ been | current week between Wheeling, 


000). Over $39,000 ‘previous week, was only able to pull $5,500 in five 
| pertormances (8-11) at a $3.10 top. 
,ley highways and zero weather | 
were no help and only the Satur- | 


Openings This Week 
“Not for Children,” Coronet (‘C- 


$4.80; 1,027: $26,800). Elmer Rice day matinee and evening perform- | 
play, starring Betty Field and) ances were well attended. 
Elliott Nugent, presented by the House is dark until Feb. 26 when | 


Playwrights’ Co.; production was the Jeanette MacDonald and Gene 
financed at $50,000, cost about $30,-, Raymond — production — of 
000 (plus $3,000 tryout loss! and Guardsman” moves in for four 
will break even at around $15,000; Shows. Ballet Russe is due for two 
postponed from last week, opened Performances March 4. 

last night (Tues.). ; I 
a single Tuesday (6) at the Audi- 


“Small Hours,” National (CD- " ies ee | 
$4.80; 1.172; $29.534), Play by torium, Charleston, W. Va. | 





George S. Kaufman and Leueen 


MacGrath, presented by Max ‘I tL. @ | 
Gordon; production was financed Hepburn- Like $29,800 

at $100,000, cost about $90,000. m Sn)} 
(plus approximately $10,000 in In 6 Performance Split 
bonds) and will break even at! St. Paul, Feb. 13. | 


around $19,000; opens tomorrow! Not even 12-below zero tempera- | 
night (Thur... ee ae pv chill - yy 
. epburn here last week in “As You 

Future Schedule Like It.” The star rang up a siz-| 

“Razzle Dazzle,” Arena, Feb. 19 zling $14,400 in two evenings and | 
(rehearsing). a matinee Friday-Saturday (9-10) | 
“High Ground,” 48th Street, Feb. at the 2,801l-seat Auditorium here. | 
20 (trying out). The Theatre Guild revival) 
“King of Friday’s Men,” Play-, 8rossed an additional $15,400 in_ 
house, Feb. 21. three performances the first half | 


7 . “ . ,of the week in Spokane, giving it) 
“Springtime Folly,” unspecified a total of $29.800 { Me 
a oe ae slenae | i 29, for the six per- 
ae week of Feb. 26 (trying formance week. 





“Mary Rose,” ANTA Playhouse, | 
March 4 (rehearsing). | 
“Autumn Garden,” play, Coro- 
net, March 7 (rehearsing). 
“Moon Is Blue,” 3.ii' cr, March 8 Legit drought continued locally | 
(trying out). ‘last week with only one house, the 
“Romeo and Julie.,’ Broadhurst | 376-seat Ivar, alight. Offering was | 
Mareh 10 (trying out). {“Barretts of Wimpole Street,” | 
“Green Pastures,” starring Susan Peters, and it drew 
March 15 (trying out’. a soso $5,700 for the frame. Figure, ; 
“King and I,” St. James, March a shade under 70° of the capacity 
29 (rehearsing). of the new house, was just around | 
“Make a Wish,” Winter Garden, the operational breakeven point. | 


Los Angeles, Feb. 13. | 


Broadway, 


under the management of Ernest. 
M. Rawley. 





Milwaukee, Feb. 13. 
“Oklahoma” turned out a profit- 
able $28,500 gross last week in its | 


| 
‘Okla.’ 281/,G, M’w’kee | 


se 
The umpteenth return engagement at the 


the 
here. 
Musical is dividing the current | 


1,498-seat Davidson theatre | 


“Streetcar” did about $4,500 in week between Ft. Wayne, South | Still 


Bend and Grand Rapids. | 





Shows in Rehearsal 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama’, R (Revue), | 
M (Musieal), O (Operetta). 

“Autumn Garden” (D!' — Kermit. 
Bloomgarden, prod.; Harold Clur- | 
man, dir. 

“King and I" (M) — Richard 
Rodgers & Oscar Hammerstein IL, | 
prods.; John van Druten, dir. 

“Make a Wish” (M) — Harry! 
Rigby, Jule Styne, Atex Cohen, 
prods.; John C. Wilson, dir. | 

“Mary Rose” (CD) — Helen: 
er prods.; John Stix, | 

ir. 

“Moon Is Blue” (C) — Richard 


prods.; Preminger, dir. 


“Razzle Dazle” (Ri — David! 
Heilweill, Derrick Lynn - Thomas, | 
prods.; Edward Reveaux, dir, | 

“Springtime for Henry” (C)— 
Harald Bromley, George Brandt, | 
prods. 

HOLLYWOOD 

“Joan of Lorraine” (D)—Harold | 
J. Kennedy, Peter Adams, Frances | 
Austin, prods,; Jus Addis, dir. 


April 5. “Barretts” continues this week! ‘Square Needle” (C'\—Tom Mc- | 
“free Grows in Brooklyn,” un- and is again the only legiter in Gowan, Tom Holland, _ prods.; 
specified theatre, April 19. j town. ‘Thomas B. Henry, dir. i 


/ert Wright, 


Huntington and Charlestom W. Va. 





‘McCauley’ Pallid $6,000 
In Second Frisco Week 


San Francisco, Feb. 13. 

“Mike McCauley” shuttered at 
1,550-seat Geary Saturday 
(10), moving on to Chicago after 
extensive rewriting and many 
changes. However, second week 
drew liitle local interest, 
winding up with a pallid $6,000, 
Same as the first frame. House 
was scaled to $3.60. 

“Kiss Me, Kate” is playing a 
return run here. .Musical opened 
last night (12) at the Geary with 
Frances MeCann, Mare Platt, Rob- 
Benny Baker and 
Betty George. 


‘Salesman’ $20,800, D. C. 


Washington, Feb. 13. 
Second week of “Death of a 
Salesman” at the Gayety theatre 
was good for $20,800, a sizable 
hike over the initial stanza. The 
drama is expected to hit a peak in 
its third and final week. 

“Springtime Folly,” 





pre-Broad- 


‘ > | Aldrich & Richard Myers, Julius Way comedy, moves into the Gayety 
Barretts $5,700, L.A. ‘Fleischman, Otto  Preminger, | next Monday for a one-week stand 


before heading to New York. 





BALLETS $17,800, PORTLAND 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 13._ 
Roland Petit’s Les Ballets ©# 
Paris grossed a fair $17,800 in four 
evenings and one matinee perform- 
ance, at the Mayfair theatre. 
“Carmen” and “The Diamond 
Thief” were presented at each pei- 
formance which opened last 
Wednesday (7). 
House was scaled at $4.20. 
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— 


Legit 


producer Herman Levin sails | 
Feb. 23 for a Paris vacation, during | 


ch he hopes to acquire a legit 
a Producer Chandler 
Fowles may accompany him... 
John Burrell has withdrawn as di- 
rector and Rex O'Malley from a 
featured lead in “King of 
Friday's Men” . . Richard 
Aldrich, | ; 2 
training in Washington, will go 
to New _Haven for the dress re- 
hearsal Feb, 24 of “The King and 
1” new  Rodgers-Hammerstein 
musical in which Gertrude Law- 
rence (Mrs. Aldrich) is starring... 
Film actor Robert Lowery will 
make his Broadway debut as co- 
star With Jean Parker in “Sodom 
Tennessee”... Maureen Stapleton 
and Eli Wallach have been upped 
to featured billing in “Rose Tat- 
too” .. . Broadway actress Elaine 
Stritch and film player Janice 
Rule will guest-star in a musical 
edition of Clare Boothe Luce’s 
“Kiss the Boys Goodbye,” which 
the Yale Dramatic Assn. will pre- 
sent March 8 in New Haven. John 
M. Johnson, a senior at the univer- 
sity, has written the book, lyrics 
and music. 

Richard Waring will play the 
tile part in ‘“‘Gramercy Ghost,”’ 
starring Sarah Churchill and Rob- 
ert Sterling ... The Sidney Kings- 
leys (Madge Evans) to go to Florida 
this week for a vacation ... The 
Olivia De Havilland revival of 
“Romeo and Juliet” will be offered 
by the Theatre Guild as its fourth 
subscription play of the season. ,. 
Otto Preminger, stager of ‘‘Moon 
Is Blue,” has optioned ‘Greatest 
Story Ever Told,” the Fulton 
Oursler-Henry Denker dramatiza- 
tion of the former’s buok and radio 
series, for a spring tour and fall 
production on Broadway... 
Harold Wise has resigned as gen- 
eral manager for Aldrich & Myers 
a is temporarily company man- 
ager of “Country Girl” during the | 
absence of Forrest Haring on the 
road with the “Romeo and Juliet” | 
and “Green Pastures” tryouts... 
Pressagent Dave Tebet hobbling | 
around with a cane after tearing 
ligaments in his foot in a fall on 
the ice... Actress Kay Carrington, 
wife of composer-producer Arthur 
Schwartz, back at Durham, N. C., 
for treatment for a recurrence of 
hypertension . . . Evelyn Laye and 
Frank Lawton sail March 7 from, 
London to co-star in Daphne du 
Maurier’s “September Tide” in 
Australia. . . Legit producer 
Franklin Gilbert and_ television 
producer .Julian Claman _ have 
signed George Oppenheimer to 
make the musical adaptation for a 
stage edition of the French pic- 
ture, “Kermesse Heroique” (“Car- 
nival in Flanders’). ... Mare 
Blitzstein out of the hosp today 
(Wed) following a hernia opera- 
tion. 

Cast replacements in ‘Peep 
Show’ inelude Jane Bergmier for 
Mary Donn, Hubert Band for 
Frank Reynolds, Janice Wallace 
tor Lynn Bernay and Penny David- 
son tor Barbara Leslie . . . Eric 
Gugler, who designed Katharine 
Cornell’s homes at Sneden’s Land- 
ing, N. Y¥., and Martha’s Vineyard, 
Mass.. will give a party Friday 
(16) at his New York studio to 
celebrate the actress’ 53d birthday 

. . Olive Smith has succeeded 
Peggy Rea as Charlotte Green- 
wood's understudy in “Out of This 
World’ . . . James Daly has left 
the cast of “Billy Budd,” with 
Charles Carshon, whose part has 
been written out, succeeding him 
... When “Mister Roberts” plays 
Minneapolis, beginning March 11, 
the production’s share of the open- 
ing night receipts will be donated 
to the Thomas Heggen memorial 
library of Minnesota U., where 
both the late co-author of the play 
and Henry Fonda, star of the 


troupe. were journalism students. | 


The library project was started 
last year with funds donated from 
the previous “Roberts” engage- 


Ment there. 


. Jean Parker will play a lead in 
Sodom, Tennessee,” which Jack 
Sefasture will place in rehearsal 
4S soon as he obtains a Broadway 
theatre ’ . Eugene O'Neill is a 
Latient in a Salem (Mass.) hospital 
“ith Parkinson’s disease and a 
‘ractured leg... Producer Gilbert 
Miller enters Presbyterian hospi- 
‘al, N. Y., this week for minor 
Surgery . .. Ken Donnelly joins 
bm company next week at the 
entre Playhouse, Rockville Cen- 
He: l. I., to appear in ‘Hasty 
fart”... Lewis Harmen is now | 
Pressaventing the touring “Street- | 
vt Named Desire”... The Bill 
re (Shirley Booth) are vaca- 
Rohe at Vero Beach, Fia... .| 
ee Baines, recently in the | 
oadway company of ‘Mister | 
wpeerts, is playing the lead in} 
W; ‘hing with Swans,” E. M./! 
likens comedy, staged by Wayne 


‘ichardson, current production at 
Maurice 
‘artz trying to get a Miami' 


Origing » y 
a. Is Only, N. Y.... 





receiving Naval re-" 


‘ 


Bits | 


: | 
Beach production this month of 


his touring attraction, “Riverside 
Drive.” 

_Jerome Robbins, taking some 
time off from his choreography 
chores on the forthcoming musical, 
“The King and I,” is appearing for 
a few times with the N. Y. City 
Ballet Co., of which he’s associate 
artistic director. Troupe opened 
its spring season at City Center, 
N. Y., last night (Tues,). Harold 
Lang, rehearsing in the legiter 
“Make a Wish,” will also appear 
with the ballet troupe during the 
N. Y. stay. 

Donald Woods, Marjorie Lord 
and Alan Hale, Jr., share top bill- 
ing in “The Square Needle,” 
Samuel Taylor comedy’ which 
preems at Las Palmas, Hollywood, 
Feb. 27... Jus Addis is directing 
“Joan of Lorraine” at Ivar theatre, 
Hollywood, for a bow next Tues- 
day (20), marking first time 
Harold J. Kennedy has not di- 
rected one of his own productions 
... Ernie Martin set up offices in 
the Philharmonic building in Los 
Angeles to begin casting for the 
national company of “Guys and 
Dolls,” which debuts on the Coast | 
under the auspices of the Civic 
Light Opera Assn. 

Pulitzer Prize dramatist-author 
Robert E. Sherwood received an 
ovation Monday night (12) when 
he made his stage debut in a 
curtain speech commending Clive 
Brook for leaving the hospital to 
resume his starring part in ‘“Sec- 
ond Threshold,” at the Morosco, 
N. Y. . .. Singer-actress Susanna 
Foster went to St. Petersburg, Fla., 
last week to join her husband, 
Wilbur Evans, director-star of the 
operetta season there. She had 
been at her home on the Coast for 
the birth two months ago of their 
son, 





‘Grateful Audience For 
Good Theatre’ Claimed 
In Every Part of Land 


Editor, VARIETY: 

May I presume to disagree with | 
Margaret Webster in the dim view 
she takes of this country’s theatre- 
going habits, in last week’s 
VARIETY (7)? 

Upon the heels of stating that 
the habit is dead across America 
(VARIETY’s grosses from. touring 
companies seem to argue to the 
contrary), Miss Webster supports 
her theory by pointing to the early 
demise of “Lear” in New York. 


| Broadway has never been a cri- 


terion for the nation. Further- 
more, a quick look at the records 
shows that not many _  Shake- 
spearean revivals, even Edwin 
Booth’s, had long runs in Man- 
hattan. On this score, Miss Web- 
ster has had great good fortune 
in her own record-breaking en- 
gagements with the Bard. 

When she mentions a lack of 
productions out of town, has Miss 
Webster followed Variety's list of 
itinerant companies? Almost every 
corner of the country is being 
reached by traveling groups. Many 
have rigorous schedules of one- 
nighters in remote sections. 

For instance, I have just re- 
turned from a visit to the touring 
“Streetcar Named Desire.” On its 
third appearances in Detroit and 
St. Louis this play enjoyed healthy 
grosses and excellent critical re- 


ception, although not a member of 


the first or second companies is 
now in the cast, and surely there 
is no aura of novelty about the 
production. 

It is a pity that Miss Webster's 
praiseworthy portable Shakespeare 
should not have met with a better 
reception, but the distinguished 
lady should not permit this to 
color her outlook upon the. theatre | 
and its audiences. If only by virtue 
of her’ recent triumph with 
“Richard II,” Miss Webster does 
not belong among the Cassandras 
of the theatre. There’s a great 
and grateful audience for good 
theatre in every part of this coun- 
try. Many producers are reaching 
that audience successfully. The 
theatre needs directors and pro- 
ducers of Miss Webster’s calibre. 
One hopes she will not let a single 
disappointment, however acute, 
deflect her intentions. 

Robert Downing. 


Equity Show Schedule 


(Equity Library Theatre, at 
Lenox Hill Playhouse, N. Y.) 
“Night Music,” Feb. 15-18. 











(Equity Community Theatre, at 
DeWitt Clinton H. S., Bronx, N. xa 
“Major Barbara,” Feb. 23-29. 


‘Salesman’ Opens in Rome 


Rome, Feb. 6. 

“Morte di un Commesso Viaggia- 
tore” (Death of a Salesman), has 
been translated into the Italian 
language by Roberto Guerini, and 
opens here at the Eliseo Feb. 10. | 
Rina Morelli and Paolo Stoppa. 
favorites on Italian ‘legit stage, 
head a list of local actors in the 
show. 

Luchino Visconti, producer and 
director, who angels his own pro- 
ductions, did much as he pleased 
with the play for Rome. Two years 
ago, when Arthur Miller was in 
Rome, he discussed the possibility 
of the Italian production with Vis- 
conti. Miller did not approve of 
the casting here, and _ producer 
Visconti said he felt better fit to 
cast Italians than the American 
playwright. Apparently the two 
came to an arrangement because 
the cast selected originally by Vis- 
conti is appearing in the Italian 
“Salesman.” 


RUTH RICHMOND QUITS 
CHORUS EQUITY POST 


Ruth Richmond, who has been 
on vacation for the last three 
months as executive-secretary of 
Chorus Equity, has submitted her 
final resignation, for reasons of 
health. The council of Actors 
Equity, parent body of Chorus 
Equity, has accepted her  with- 
drawal and is taking steps to find 
a successor. Willard Swire, assist- 
ant executive-secretary of Equity 
and acting exec-sec of the chorus 
branch during Miss Richmond’s 
absence, is reportedly not inter- 
ested in the job on a permanent 





| basis, and there’s doubt whether 
| the parent union would release him 
| for the assignment. 


It’s expected that a committee, 
comprising representatives of the 


| Equity council and the Chorus 


Equity executive committee will be 
named to comb the field for a per- 
manent successor to Miss Rich- 
mond. 





Columbus, 0., Wakes Up 


To the World of Dance 
Columbus, O., Feb. 13. 


This city, culturally quiescent 
following the demise of the Colum- 
bus Philharmonic and the collapse 
of concert bookings, has suddenly 
found itself host to a dance group 
and two ballet companies during 
the first two weeks of March. 


A newly-formed group, the Cam- 
argo Society, which has announced 
its purpose to sponsor the appear- 
ance of well-known dancers in Co- 
lumbus, will present Pearl Primus 
and her troupe of Afro-American 
dancers in Central High School au- 
ditorium, March 1. On March 4 
Robert F. Boda, manager of the 
Hartman, city’s only legit house, 
will offer the Balfet Russe de 
Monte Carlo in two special Sunday 
performances. Hast & Amend, local 
concert bookers, will present the 
Ballet Theatre troupe on March 14 
in Memorial Hall as an attraction 


‘on their annual Civic Series. 





‘Kate’ $34,700 in Split 


Sacramento, Feb. 13. 

“Kiss Me, Kate” put together a 
healthy gross last week in a split 
between the Auditorium, Fresno, 
and the Memorial auditorium here. 
Total for the two stands was $34.- 
700. 

Cole Porter tourer is playing the 
Curran, San Francisco, this week 
and next. 


‘Romeo’ $22,700, Cleve. 


Cleveland, Feb. 13. 

Attack of ptomaine poisoning, 
causing Olivia de HaviHand to 
cancel a matinee performance, and , 
two tough snowstorms ganged up. 
on “Romeo and Juliet’ at the 
Hanna last week. - 

With all these handicaps, produc- 
‘ion came through with an extra 
good $22,700 in eight performances 
at a $4.35 top. 








‘Ground’ 5G in 4, N. H. 
New Haven, Feb, 13. 

American preem of “The High 
Ground” ‘formerly “Strange Sanc- 
tuary”) drew a critical nod that 
wasn’t reflected at the Shubert 
boxoffice last week (8-10). Show 
pulled just under $5,000 in four 
performances at $3.60 top. 

Current is a three-day stand of 
“Springtime Folly” (15-17). “The 
King and I” does a rehearsal week 
(19-24). following with .a full week 
stand Feb. 26-March 3. 


+++ 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully sessesescesoces 


Cop’s Corners, Feb. 9. 

I have gotten into the habit of watching a wide range of TV shows. 
Having appeared on many of them from sea to shining sea with a 
routine I could do in my sleep, and maybe better that way (because it 
dealt in the main with another world), I have had opportunities to see 
the inside workings of this brainy little mongrel of show biz. One show 
in Chicago began at 8 a.m. and ran for two hours. 


The upper floors of the Chicago Civic Opera House were the busiest 
places I have seen anywhere, any time. The Merchandise Mart and 
the Chicago Tribune Tower were not far behind. Next to Chicago, 
New York was busier than Max’s Busy Bee used to bé in the early days 
of the Garfunkel dynasty. In third place came L. A. 

Coplon Meets Everybody 

Among the busiest bodies in L. A. I found was Harry Coplon. He 
handled three shows weekends, two on TV and one on radio. Having 
long emceed ‘‘Meet the Missus,” he turned both ftanks with the coming 
of television and came up with “Children Should Be Heard” and “You're 
Never Too Old.” From the cradle to a few heartbeats short of the 
grave all generations are now entertained on a Sunday afternoon. What- 
ever your age you simply haven’t got time to go to a picture show. 

Cop’s kid show has a different approach from Joe Kelly's “Quiz 
Kids.” Cop’s ask questions of a guest who presumably knows more 
about the subject than they do. The kids are tested in an odd way. 
They write in and are asked what animal they would like to be if they 
weren't what they are. 

I checked on their hidden ambitions and out of 39, nine would prefer 
a dog’s life, seven would have preferred to be horses, four liked cats 
as a way of life. Others preferred panthers, cows, fish, bears, birds, 
camels, ducks, tigers. porcupines, monkeys, hamsters, giraffes, elephants, 
lions and hens. Such a wide variety of second choices indicates at least 
that children may look alike but they certainly don't think alike. 

What Coplon intends to do with this sort of material, I have no idea. 
He merely smiles and ‘says, “Tell you later.” 

From what would be their secondary choices in the animal kingdom 
quiz master Coplon then asks the children whom they admire most. 
Though glued to television, the greatest number of them admired 
movie stars most. Next were ballplayers, travelers, wrestlers, stage 
actors, football players, mayors, Indian agents, mc’s, space travelers, 
TV engineers, architects, boy friends, movie directors and Academy 
Award winners. 








What, No Soldiers? 

When asked what they wanted to be, policemen and lawyers ran a 
dead heat for first, but others wanted to be scientists, electrical engi- 
neers, ballplayers, tap dancers, actresses, singers, comedy pianists, 
nurses, architects, trumpet players, writers, physicists, models, house- 
wives, and landscape gardeners. One wanted to be a long talker. 
Nobody wanted to be Little Lulu, Dick Tracy or Hopalong Cassidy. 
This at least showed hope. 

At the other end of the line Coplon found that hope sprang eternal 
in the human breast. One his ‘“You’re Never Too Old” program one has 
to be 60 years of age or over to appear. They have run as high as 93. 
Among them was Tom Christy, a grandson of the famous Billy Christy 
of Christy’s Minstrels. Sixty-six years old, Tom did his grandfather’s 
material and wore a pair of shoes which his grandfather wore a hun- 
dred years before. He played a banjo but didn’t appear in blackface. 


Another oldtimer was Goldie Meek, who sang at the St. Louis World’s. 


Fair in 1904 when she weighed 104 pounds. She still sings pretty well 
but weighs 240 pounds and is 64 years old. She said her brother 
teaches iceskating at a rink in Pasadena. He is 70. 


Going up the scale Coplon found E. M. Bonnell, 83, who was the 
original Uncle Remus back in 1922. He played an instrument called 
an Auto Harp and explained he had made it from the sounding board 
of a piano taken from a ghost town. He also played a harmonica half 
an inch long and sung after a fashion. When he was 73 he was told 
he had 15 days to live. He is now 83 and still counting on those 15 
days for extended options. 


Another oldtimer was Charlie Andrews, ex-minstre! man who sang 
the Stephen Foster melodies that his own father published for Foster. 
Andrews is 93. 

Helen Teagardeu, 66, tried her hand at hot ragtime piano playing. 
She said she taught all her children to play the piano except one. She 
taught him to play the trombone. That was Jack Teagarden. 

One week he had the Oldtimers Square Dance Troupe. In it were 
three great grandmothers and one mother. She was the mother of 


. Bobby Vernon, 


Dish Pan Alley 
Another time he brought on as a novelty Grandma’s Kitchen Band, 
a group of grandmothers who formerly entertained for service men by 
playing instruments made of kitchen utensils. They may have to be 


called out again for service, judging from the way things are going..° 


The leader is the mother of Jo Carroll Dennison, former ‘Miss 
America.” 

The problem of seeing that these oldtimers don’t black out right 
before the television screen is the chief worry of Coplon and Maury 
Cohen, who coaches these performers. One of their veterans, Ed 
Bellville, 74, an old song-and-dance man, can't be persuaded to stay 
with a waltz clog but likes to step up the tempo, knowing that this is 
what gets the applause. He feels there is nothing wrong with the 
world that a good tap dance won't cure, but apparently he hasn't been 
reading the vital statistics of Hollywood, where bum tickers are more 
common within the human breast than they are in a pawnshop. 

Harry Coplon likes to feature these oldtimers to offset the far-too- 
prevalent impression that such people live only to get on relief rolls, 
pensions and other gratuities. He shares the view that anybody who 
has lived and worked in America for 50 years has certainly contributed 
sufficiently to its growth to deserve a pension as a matter of fact, not 
as a handout. What's good enough for the Pentagonians is good enoygh 
for the peasants. But actually he has proved by this show that many 


of these people, given a small opportunity, are still willing to work 


and actually ean do a vast amount of entertaining, not only of them- 
selves but of others. 


Thalberg, Rose and Coplon 


Coplon himself is a small, handsome little export from New Jersey. 
On reaching Holi; .»d he went to Woodbury College and took a secre- 
tarial course. First be worked for Sue Carol, then, like Billy Rose and 
Irving Thalberg, ie climbed up in the world. He became the secretary 
of Harry Cohn, perhaps the toughest job in Hollywood. Instead of 
case-hardening him, it made him sympathetic. gracious, alert and polite. 

He broke into radio in Watsonville. That's in the sticks somewhere 
between San Francisco and Los Angeles. He got on “Meet the Missus” 
in 1944. His job was to select the dames and then warm up the audi- 
ence. 

Once he planted a woman in the audience and it was a plant that 
took in more ways than one. She was Rosemary LaPlanche, “Miss 
America” of 1941, and she flowered into Mrs. Harry Coplon. They have 
been happily married for several years and have one child. 

Fast on the draw, he spotted Allyn Smith, the turtle sweater girl 
and Queen of U.C.L.A., on the cover of a copy of Life. She didn’t fit 
into one of his television shows, more’s the pity, but he got her on 
“Meet the Missus.”” He asked her what her ambition was, and she gave 
him a dilly. “To teach kindergarten kids,” she said, “because they 
are the only ones who know less than I do.” Such humility in a college 
girl will take her a long way. 


A es 
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Broadway | 


Mario Lanza in from the Coast. 
Sam Forgotson back at the Metro 
ad department after nine-day hos- 
pitalization. 
Lillian Jenkins, Madison Square | 
Garden publicity head, returned to 
her desk following a week’s illness. 
Helen Deutsch, M-G writer, re- 


i 
; 


turns to the Coast tomorrow | 
(Thurs.) after six weeks in the 
east. 


Alice Frost, of radio’s “Mr. & 
Mrs. North,” and Arlene Frances 
teaming in an east-side fashion 
shop. 

Finished with his 3% week tour 
of army camps, restaurateur and 
baseball clown Al Schacht arrives 


back in the USA from ETO this 
week. 
Frank de Kova back to New 


York from Hollywood following- 
completion of work in Columbia's 
“Remember That Face” with 
Broderick Crawford. 

Peter Donald, making a series 
of out-of-town personal appear- 
ances in conjunction with his radio 
quiz series, “Share the Wealth,” 
is off on another leg of same. 

Martin Abramson researching at 
Lakewood, N. J., for material for 


a 20th-Fox biopic on John D. 
Rockefeller. Late financier once 
maintained a 550-acre estate at 


the Jersey resort. 

The Williamsburg Settlement 
honors Eddie Cantor at a dinner 
May 6 at the Waldorf-Astoria for 
“best typifing the American way 
of life.’ The group’s 1951 Gold 
Medal will go to the comedian. 

Gail Kubik, composer who holds 
a two-year fellowship granted by 
the American Academy in Rome, | 
returned from Italy last week to| 
write the score for Laurel Films’ | 
upcoming “Two Guys and a Gal.” | 

Ethel Smith, organist, planes in| 
from Montreal next Monday (19) 
to appear on the Milton Berle TV 
show the following evening. She 
winds up a p.a. stint at the Seville 
theatre, Montreal, the end of this 
week. 

Stanton Griffis, newly appointed 
Ambassador to Spain and chair- 
man of Paramount’s executive 
board, sailed on the maiden voyage 
of the Independence Saturday (10) 
to assume his post. He'll debark 
at Cadiz e 
‘ James Mulvey, president of Sam- 
uel Goldwyn Productions, leaves 
N. Y. March 3 for Vero Beach, Fla., | 
where he’ll look in on the Brook- 
lyn Dodger’s spring training. Mul- 
vey owns 25% of the club, with 
his family. 

Paula Drake, comedienne at the 
Blue Angel, doubled into the Mai- | 
sonette of the Hotel St. Regis, over 
the weekend when Jane Morgan 
postponed her opening there be- 
cause of illness. Miss Morgan went 
in Monday (12). 

Antoinette Spitzer, former film 

ublicist and now with Erbe, May- 

ruck Associates, public relations 
firm, is in Miami handling presen- 
tation of a scroll today (Weéd.) to. 
the Miami Beach Hotel Assn. from | 
the Bethlehem Resort Assn. 

More than 150 employees of 
Loew's, Inc., homeoffice and the | 
Metro exchange to donate blood | 
Feb. 20 at a Red Cross Blood- 
mobile following a_ drive led by | 
Metro ad manager Si Seadler and 
Loew’s Theatres’ publicist Ann 
Bontempo. | 

Blood donor sessions for all show 
people, particularly for radio and 
television talent, will be held next 
Monday-Tuesday (19-20) at 
Majestic, N. Y., where a mobile 


blood unit will be set up by the | 
urgently 


Red Cross. Blood is 
needed for military personnel in 
Korea. 


Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blvd. Montparnasse) 

Spyros Skouras leaving for 
Zurich. 

Mary McCord doing a part in 
“Monsieur Fabre.” 

Albert Levy prepping a U. S. 
Grand Guigno! tour. 


R. Favre Le Bret getting the 


Cannes Festival under way. 

Francoise Rosay to appear 
Paris version of “Uncle Harry.” 

Anatole Litvak in town after 
finishing pic chores in Germany. 

Gerard Sety on a bicycle be- 
tween legiter “Ami Ami” and 
caberet Dix Heures every nite. 

Comedie-Francaise to present 
Pirandello’s “Right You Are If You 
Think You Are,” staged by Julien 
Bertheau. 

Maurice Chevalier ending his 
successful one-man show at Thea- 
tre Des Varietes to prepare for 
U. S. pic stint. 

Wladimir Lissim, Alexander 
Korda’s continental rep, off to 
South America for five months to 
organize the sale of a block of 2 
ix. 
as Gene Van Dee waiting for his 
successor to be installed as Gerry 
Mayer’s aide for Motion Picture 


in 


the | 


Assn. before he joins his wife in 
London. 

With only 20,000 French TV sets | 
to Britain’s 800,000 a study group 
is in London to study the tele pic- 
ture and then report back to the 
Gallic TV toppers. 


. 
Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 

Bill Roddy in town drum beat- 
ing for Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo. 

Rolly Rolls back to Carousel 
headlining show along with Jackie 
Heller. 

Frederic DeFeis is new director 
of Duquesne U’s dramatic group, 
the Red Masquers. 

Mario Lanza will be guest solo- 
ist with Pittsburgh Symphony 
Orchestra March 6. 

Billie Holliday into the Copa for 
8 days; ditto Charlie Park’s new 
band at Johnny Brown’s Club. 

Mary Morris directing ‘Mer- 
chant of Venice” for a March pro- 
duction at Tech Drama School. 

Phyllis Love, who got rave no- 
tices in “The Rose Tattoo,” grad- 
uated from Carnegie Tech Drama 
School here. 

Pete Evans took a week’s vaca- 
tion from the Nite Court of Fun 
and flew down to Miami for a visit 
with his family. 

First Piano Quartet concert, post- 
poned last November because of 
newspaper strike, re-booked at 
Syria Mosque March 30. 

Shirley Eckl, local ballerina, has 
quit “Kiss Me, Kate’ to become a 
permanent member of the dancing 
troupe on Bert Parks’ TV “Stop the 
Music” show. 


i 





Barcelona 


By Joaquina C. Vidal-Gomis 

Rigat nightclub has Le Duo 
Shafar. 

French singer Michele Richard 
the Folies. 
Margarita Sierra a special act at 
Mexico nitery. 

Nazzaro, first time in Spain, is 
at the Bodega del Calderon. 

Antonita Moreno in ‘‘Antonia la 
Cantaora” at the Poliorama. 

Raquel de Montenegro and her 
10 girls at Emporium nitery. 

Argentine actress Pepita Serra- 
dor in Somerset Maugham comedy 
at the Borras. 

Wagner’s “Parsifal’ now at the 
Liceo. “The Big Lift” film doing 
well at the Capitol. 

“Las de Cain,” play by the 
Quintero Bros., at the Teatro 
Barcelona where being played for 
for first time in 20 years. 

Cesareo Gonzalez’s production 
“Teatro Apolo,” with Mexican 
Jorge Negrete and Spanish singer 
Maria de Los Angeles Morales, a 
hit here. 


at 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 


Edyth Bush Little Theatre of- 
fering “Goodbye, My Fancy.” 


Jan August and the Harmonicats | 


heid over at Hotel Nicollet Min- 
nesota Terrace. 

Harry H. Weiss, RKO Theatres 
district manager, touring Iowa the- 
atres under his supervision. 

Georgie Gobel into Hotel Radis- 
son Flame Room for three weeks, 
his fourth engagement there. 

Following Radio City engage- 
ment here, Jerry Colonna returned 
to Hollywood to appear in filmu- 
sical for Lippert. 

Newly organized Civic Opera 
company to present three produc- 
tions, “Faust,” “Carmen” and 
“Merry Widow,” in public parks 


‘next summer. 


Clyde Snyder, local producer, is 
staging shows former Club Carni- 
val, which reopens this week as 
The Flame with Glorianna Dancers, 
dine of six girls; Kathryn Leigh, 
Bobby Baxter, Harriet Blake and 
LeRoy Fisher orchestra. 


San Francisco 





By Ted Friend 
| Harold Citron in town. 
wee Bros. into the Mark Hop- 

Ins. 

Heber Smith joined KNBC sales 
staff. 

Dean Maddox voted top radio 
personality in local poll. 

Chronicle columnist Stanton 
Delaplane off to Europe. 

Tom Barbour, asst. mgr. of ABC 
news staff joined the Air Force. 

Peter B. Kyne doing the seven 
hills; ditto Bill Holden and 
Brenda Marshall. 

Press Club “Gang Dinners” with 
newscaster William Winter as 
moderator, 
night TV’er. 

World preem of “Valentino” 
slated for Thursday (15) at the 
Orpheum will bring a flock of 
filmsters to Frisco, including 
Anthony Dester, Patricia Medina, 
Richard Carlson, Joseph Calleia, 
John Derek, Edmund O’Brien, 
Olga San Juan, Alexis Smith and 
| Audrey Totter. 


{American TV. 


| June, currently warbling at Hotel 


newest KPIX, Friday 


London 


and is getting his basic training 


Lady Patachou opens a cabaret / at Camp Cook, Cal, 


| Southwark A. C., one of the 

Feb. 21 at the Embassy Club town's | larger private clubs, is 

» =e igh 3 _| going in for name acts on week- 

__ Variety ao Ta end dates. Bob Eberly is slated 

—<—a_ '| for Feb. 18 and March 4. Dinah 
~ Max Alexander here on the Washington is due Feb. 25. 


prowl for British pix suitable for 


Rome 


B, Helen McGill Tubbs 
Peter Bullio of Scalera films in 


Danny Hoctor and Betty Byrd 
to Milan and Athens on first leg 
of. European tour. 

Norman Lawrence returned 





Paris. 
from tour of Germany and opened Paul Pert and Marchant fea- 
at the Bagatelle Monday (12). tured at Open Gate Club. 
James FE. Perkins, Paramount 


topper in Britain, back from an- 


Dream of Paradise” 
nual visit to N. Y. and Hollywood. omen 


market. 


for European 


Frank A. Hoare, head of Assn.| Roberto Rossellini currently dub- 
of Specialized Film_ Producers,’ hing “Stromboli” into the Italian’ 
elected a governor of British Film language. 

Institute. tae Orson Wellés finishing up 

Emlyn Williams underwent ma- «oO¢thello.” making plans for an- 
jor operation Feb. 11, the day after) other film. 


his play, “Accolade,” folded at the 
Aldwych. 

Valentina Cortesa back from 
Hollywood to play in “The Secret 
People,” which Thorald Dickinson 
will direct at Ealing. 

Tommy Trinder coming back 
from South Africa this spring to 
play lead in new Val Parnell re- 
vue at the Prince of Wales. 


Miami Reach 


“Candida” at the Eleanora Duse 
theatre with the Rome Playhouse 
participating. 

Rome gay with the Mardi Gras 
festivities, with many visitors here 
from other cities. 

Bricktop’s chanting of American 
songs pulling in the international 
set at the ABC Club. 

Anthony Havelock Allen back 
from Assisi location on his pic, 
“Violetta and Pepino.” 

Virginia Belmont to Venice for 


By Lary Sollow retakes on “Lighthouse on 
Peggy Porigg. eg ._ | Lagoon,” starring Tito Schipa. 
Toni Arden, the Kings & their “Paddija,” first feature film 


Ladies, set for Clover Club date. 

Joe E. Lewis and Harvey Grant 
open at Club Morocco in the Casa- 
blanca hotel Feb. 24. 

Gracie Barrie opened at Saxony 
hotel’s Shell-t-Mar Room Saturday 
(10) joining Teddy Powell. 

Noonan and Marshall into Sans | 
Souci’s Blue Sails Room Saturday 
(10) on four-day date. Benny Fields 
follows. 

“Borschtcanades of °51” set for 
fall date in New York by Lee Shu- 
bert. Revue is packing them in at 
Roosevelt theatre here. 

Sophie Tucker closed at Copa 
City Sunday night (11) and headed 
for Palm Beach vacash as house 
guest of the Kim Morans. 

Robert Q. Lewis back at the 
Lord Tarleton for a few days of 
sun, emceed the March of Dimes 
benefit with Georgie Price on Sat- 


made on Island of Sardinia, sold 
to Archway Films of London for 
distribution in the British Isles. 


Milan 
By R. F. Hawkins 

“Gildo,” starring Walter Chiari, 
held over several weeks at the 
Puccini. 

“Vote For Venus,” musical with 
Macario, now at the Lirico atfer 
long stand in Rome. 

Gian Carlo Menotti’s “‘The Con- 
sul” in Italian preem at the Scala 
theatre, 
tion but mixed notices. 

Appeal against censor ban on 
Italian language showings of “Devil 


only in sheared French version. 
Leo Coleman, actor-dancer re- 


urdayv (10). cently in stage and screen ver- 
Eddie Cantor and Ida planed sions of “The Medium” as well 
back to New York after week’s as Louise Reyes, 4 Step Bros., 


rest and preparation for his con- 
certs here (three under American 
Legion auspices at the Beach Muni- 
cipal Auditorium Feb. 24, 25 and 
21). 

Mother Kelly’s shut down for 
four days when new management 


Eva Bartok, at Manzoni theatre in 
new revue, “Black and White.” 


Portland, Ore. 


Joe Parente orchestra at the 


took over and refurbished the Club Portland. , 
place. Reopened on Friday (9) Ralph Flanagan orchestra into 
|with Marion Powers, the Beach- Jantzen Ballroom Feb. 25. 
combers, Sam Bari and Dixie Kiss Me, Kate,” set for the 


| Auditorium the latter part of 
March. 

Lionel Barrymore here for an 
appearance with the Portland Sym- 
phony orchestra. 

' Ben Yost’s Royal Guards into 
Amato’s Supper Club for a two 
week engagement. 

Roland Petit’s “Ballet de Paris” 
‘closed a four-night engagement at 
the Mayfair theatre to spotty biz. 


Painter to packed houses. 


Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 

Irene Bordoni current attraction 
at Hotel Shoreham’s Blue Room. 

Hal Roach in town for his peri- 
odic pow-wows with Defense reps. 

Douglas Fairbanks Jr. in town, 
to lecture under aegis of Atlantic | 
Union Committee. 


Nassau, Bahamas 


Hazel Scott, pianist, giving a 

concert in town’s largest Negro, B 
: ; : y Ralph Lycett 

High School Feb. 27. ee re ’ 
Martha Wright, who goes into |, 1rd Beaverbrook at British Co 


lonial hotel. 

Rudy Vallee opened in Garden 
—_ of British Colonial hotel Feb. 

The Barney Balabans off to the 
Whitehall, Palm Beach, after short 
stay at British Colonial. 

Jeffrey Lynn planed to N. Y. 
after week’s engagement in “John 
Loves Mary” at Bahama Playhouse. 

Governor of Bahamas, Major- 
General Robert Neville at opening 
night of “Harvey,” Bahama Play- 
house Feb. 12. 

John Loder in with Mrs. Loder 


lead role in “South Pacific’? next 
Mavflower Lounge. 

Town's top socialites and Gov- 
ernment brass are sponsoring 
preem on Monday night (19) of 
Paramount's ‘September Affair’’,| 
for benefit of United Cerebral | 
Palsy Association. | 


| 


Philadelohia 


‘. By Jerry Gaghan Hint 

arry Douglas is making his first. : 

local cafe appearance - the CR Via Stratocruiser for rehearsals of 

| Club. | “For Love Or Money” to play 

| Jerry Gaines, WHAT announcer Bahama Playhouse. 

_and -_ jock, in for emergency | 

| appendectomy. 

| Dennis King, Jr., son of the Vienna 

stage star, is a new producer-di- | By Emii W. Maass 
Berlin music director 

Busch inked for state opera. 


rector at WFIL-TV. 
cauee Re — a ngge - at 
Little Rathskeller, have changed Aaron Coplands “Outdo m- 
name to Royal, Castle and King. | phony” preemed by Wiener Ton 
The corporation operating the Kuenstler. 
Club Del Rio, North Philly nitery, | 
|has drawn a 60-day suspension 
from the State Liquor Board. | 
Jay Hornick, general manager of 
I. Hirst Enterprises, will be feted 
at w aghhg ~  g Cafe, Feb. one’ to. 
mark his 25th year in show biz. | Volks 
= a made his last Kaiser's “ee ons 
| professional appearance over the Orleans.” irect- 
weekend at the Lexington Casino. ing. ~~ on, oe Cee 
He goes into the Army this week.| Rosenhuegel studio (Russian 
: Ralph Edwards will bring his zone) prepping Georg Fraser-J. M 
Truth or Consequences” show to Simmel script “Musicians of 
Convention Hall, Feb. 27, and is' Vienna” to be done in color 
looking for a local charity as a : 
| sponsor. ; |school in castle Klessheim near 
Norman Carol, concert violinist Salzburg. Before the war it was 
\ (formerly with Boston Symph) was the Isadora Duncan ballet institute. 





Fritz 


Fair Palace collected $2,500 for 
the Children’s Fund. 

Gustav Davis, librettist, awarded 
Medal of Honor by the city of 
Vienna on his 95th birthday. 


o 


inducted last week into the Army | 


United Artists will distribute “I | 


received a popular ova-| 


In Flesh” turned down. Now runs | 


American Giant Jamboree at. 


Plans being made for a ballet* 


Hollywood 


Greta Garbo became . 
can citizen. ae Amert 


Myrna Loy returnin G 
‘for a film chore. ©... tows 

Manie Sacks to Palm 
a fortnight siesta. 


Billy Wilder in town af 
two-month tour of Europe. = 


Howard Duff on his feet agai 
; gain 
)gfter four months off with a broken 
S. Z. Sakall celebrated his 61 
_birthday and his 36th year as = 
actor. 
Marlene Dietrich planed in f 
N. Y. to start work in “Chucka 
Luck.” 
Leon Ames’ 
from emergency 
Monica. 


_David O. Selznick returned to 
his desk after a vacation below the 
border. 


Warner Baxter removed to his 
home after three weeks in the 
hospital. 

Virginia Sale to Texas for a 
string of her one-woman-show ene 
| gagements. 

Harry Ruskin checked in at 
Metro after a month in N. Y. on 
leave of absence. 


Robert Stillman to Phoenix for 
a hearing before the Arizona In- 
surance Commission. 

Jacqueline Fontaine returned to 
work at Metro after two weeks off 
with a broken ankle. 

Billy We Wolfe east on a tour 
_of niteries winding up in the Wal- 

| dorf’s Wedgewood Room, N., Y. 
| Harry Stevens elected Com- 
/mander of the newly organized Al 
‘Jolson Post, American Legion. 
| Dan Thomas, Frank McFadden, 
Don McDonald and Frank Banker, 
all UI flacks, laid up with flu. 
| Howard Hill in from Africa 
where he made a picture of big 
game hunting with bow and arrow, 

Dick Powell heading east on a 
seven-city personal appearance 
tour to plug RKO’s “Cry Danger.” 

Hugh King’ succeeded Dick 
Irving Hyland as head of the Jules 
Goldstone agency's. story and 
writer department. 

George Weltner in town on his 
way to Australia for a survey of 
that territory as prexy of Para- 
mount International. 

Hal Wallis is from Washington 
where he _ supervised a_ special 

showing of “September Affair” 
|for Government officials. 

Louis B. Mayer tosses a film 
industry dinner in Beverly Hills 
tonight (Wed.) for Paul Reynaud, 
'former French premier, and Dr. 
Everett R. Clinchy, president of 
the National Conference of Chris- 
tians and Jews. 


Kansas City 


By John Quinn 


| Tootie Clarkin set to open his 
new Mayfair Club late in February. 
| Sylvia Sidney heads ‘‘The Inno- 
, cents” due in at Orpheum theatre 
Feb. 18-19. 
| Police Circus makes its annual 
| Stand in the Municipal Auditorium 
early in March, with Hamid-Mor- 
ton producing the show. 

Russell Borg, Warners exchange 
chief, heading Brotherhood Week 


Springs for 





wife recovering 
surgery in Santa 


drive, already under way with 
‘nearly 400 industryites plugging 
, memberships. 

| Howard Burkhardt, Midland 


'theatre manager, heading up In- 
|fantile Paralysis drive which had 
record number of theatres partic- 
| ipating this year. 

| Jackie Green, Joshua Johnson, 
'Baby Lovett, Dickie Vrooman, 
Fredric and Tanya, Jay Ross and 
| Barbara Bailey working a_bene- 
fit at the Paramount theatre for 
United Cerebral Palsy Associatio:. 


Chicago 

Gregory Peck in town last week. 

Ninth annual Shrine Circus 
opens here March 2. 

Actress Arlene Dahl and actor 
Lex Barker in town last week. 

Lou Harrington opens Recess 
Room on Michigan Blvd. today (14). 

Chuck Moses, Eagle-Lion east- 
ern exploitation topper, here this 
week. ; 

Producer Jack Wrather and wife, 
Bonita Granville, stopped over last 
week. 

Paraplegic revue, “It’s A Great 


Day,” extended at Blackstone until 
Feb. 24. P 
James Burkett, producer ° 


“Korea Patrol,” in town for pics 
opening at Grand. 

Spike Jones, in for tele show 
week, checks in again for con- 
cert at Civic Opera House, Feb. 18. 








| Chicago Symphony Orch will 
| honor composer John Alden a 


penter on his 75th birthday, 
28. “ 

Jim Hughes in ahead of 4 
McCauley” at Harris this — 
| Producer Fred Finklehoffe also du 
in this week. 
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VARIETY 





a 


OBITUARIES 


EDDY DUCHIN 


Eddy Duchin, 41, pianist-band- 


leader, died in Memorial Hospital, 
Nn. Y., Feb. 9 of leukemia. 


Details in the Music Section, 





RICHARD COMPTON 

Richard “Dick” Compton, 59, 
who founded and headed the ad 
agency bearing his name until his 
retirement three years ago, died 
Feb. 6 following a heart attack at 
his home at Ranch Santa Fe near 
San Diego. While he had been in 
failing health since he took up 
residence on the Coast, he took a 
revived interest in the company’s 
business in recent months, 

Son of a printer in, St. Louis, 
Compton went to New York in 1915 


and took a job with a newly-formed | 


agency called Blackman-Ross as a 
cub copywriter. Twenty years 
Jater it became the Compton 
agency after Compton, as prez of 
the Blackman Co., took over the 
complete operation. He had a 
genius for creating innovations in 
advertising and was highly re- 
garded in the business as a “rugged 
individualist.” 

Due to failing health, Compton 
moved himself out of the presi- 
dency to board chairman and for 
the past four years has been in 
practical retirement. He remained 
as a director and advisor to the 


company until last year when he. 


severed all connections but retain- 
ed his stock interest in the firm. 
As a hobby and to keep himself 
occupied, he did voluntary public- 


itv work for a small inn at Rancho | 


Santa Fe. 


Compton leaves his wife, his 
mother. two brothers and two sis- 
ters. Body was forwarded to Kirk- 
wood, Mo., his birthplace, for in- | 
terment, 





ANGELA JACOBS 

Angela Jacobs, 58, character ac- 
tress, died in Detroit Feb. 7 after 
a heart attack. She was appearing | 
there with “A Streetcar Named De- 
sire. 

Born in Sioux City, Iowa, where 
her mother managed a stock com-, 
pany, she appeared in various roles | 
in childhood and played several | 
seasons in vaudeville before mak- 
ing her New York debut in ‘Up- 
town, West.” She later appeared 
with Paul Muni in “Counsellor at 


| as it is presently constituted, or 
_ because of an awareness that their 
assorted comedic talents aren’t pre- 
cisely adaptable to the medium. 


| Already NBC is encountering dif- 


S| ficulty maintaining high comedy 


Feb. 9 of cerebral hemorrha 
DePaul hospital, St. Louis. wallets 
_A native of Duluth, Minn., Gar- 
_rison Was associated with U-I for 
25 years, many of which he spent 
at the St. Louis exchange. 

His wife survives. 





SETH D. PERKINS 
Seth D. Perkins, 63, 
operator of drive-ins, died Feb. 4 
in Los Angeles after a long illness. 
He opened the first Los Angeles 
ozoner in 1934, and more recently 
operated the Studio Drive-In in 
Culver City. 
He was also associated with 
RCA in the sale of theatre sound 
equipment. 





ERNEST HUTCHESON 

Ernest Hutcheson, 80, noted pi- 
anist and president emeritus of the 
Juilliard School of Music, died in 
New York Feb. 8. 

He became dean of the Juilliard 
Graduate School in 1927 and presi- 
dent cf the Juilliard: School of 
Musie in 1937. 

Survived by two sons. 





CHARLES Ek. STREET 

Charles E. (Gabby) Street, 68, 
former manager of the Browns 
and Cardinals and for the past five 
years commentator of all Cardinal 
baseball games. died Feb. 6 at 
Joplin, Mo. 

Street was teamed with Harry 
Caray in broadcasting the games. 





SAMUEL TRELOAR 
Samuel Treloar, 84, former 
bandmaster and composer, died 
Feb. 7 in Glendale, Cal. 





GOZI BAJOR 
_Gozi Bajor, Hungarian actress, 
died in Budapest Feb. 12. Death 
was attributed to a_ self-adminis- 
tered overdose of morphine. 





Mother of Herbert V. Akerberg, 
veepee in charge of station rela- 
tions for CBS, died in Worthington, 
O., Feb. 11. 





Samuel Brown, 77, father of 
Betty Brown of Variety, died Feb. 
11 in New York after a brief ill- 
, ness. 





Law” and also in the screen ver- | 


sion of the play with the late John 
Barrymore, 

Again in 1942, when “Counsellor 
at Law” was revived, she appeared 
with Mini. Other Broadway ap- | 
pearances were made in ‘‘Comedi- 
enne,” “The Broken Chain,” “Bad 
Girl.’ “Spring Song,” “Be So 


{ 


pioneer | 


level on the top-budgeted Sunday 
night “Comedy Hour,” which has 
created, even at this early date, 
,Some sponsorship qualms over the 
in-and-out quality of the stanzas. 
|The network is finding out the hard 
way that it isn’t easy to justify 
| those $50,000-plus weekly budgets 
'for the hour showcase. For with 
| the exception of Cantor and Mar- 
tin & Lewis, the Sunday comedy 
extravaganzas have too frequently 
been found wanting, with diminish- 
|ing rating returns. That goes for 
Bobby Clark, and the succession of 
| one-shot “fill-ins,” such as Spike 


Jones, Abbott & Costello, Jerry | 


Lester (who has failed to translate 

| his peculiarly late-night zanyisms 
into early evening programming), 
| ete. 

Similar situation applies to the 
Wednesday night “Four-Star The- 
atre” where, again, it’s resolved 
itself into a one-man personality 
ride (Jimmy Durante), with the 
alternate contributions of Ed 
Wynn,. Danny Thomas and Jack 
| Carson too often leaving something 
|to be desired and creating a “we- 
| can-take-it-or-leave-it” attitude on 
ithe part of the viewer. 

CBS’s Program Ideas 


| CBS, which hasn’t been able to 
‘compete with its chief rival in pact- 
jing the top comedy names, thinks 
|it has a lot of the answers in crea- 
| tion of new program ideas, notably 


in the realm of situation comedy. | 


'(Web points to the sock reaction to 
the Burns & Allen TV show as a 


happy blending of top names with | 


_a fresh formula.) 


| The Columbia modus operandi 
'envisions the same kind of creative 
| binge that projected the web into 
|the bigtime radio rating sweep- 
| stakes even before Bill Paley & Co. 
went on his talent-raiding spree, 
| through the creation of such shows 
‘as “My Friend Irma,” “Talent 
' Scouts,” “Suspense,” “Life With 
| Luigi,” etc. 
| programming” concept ‘on 
| hoped-for basis) vs. 
|names, with Columbia arguing in 
‘favor of a low-cost pattern with 
| juxtaposition to the TV economic 
| straitjacket attending the $50,000- 
| $60,000 NBC productions. 


Up till now it’s been NBC, way 


| for United Music, but sends out 
pleas for plugs to jocks couched 
in verse. Paxton Music employs 
Muriel Diamond and E. B. Mark 
Music has hired Seena Hamilton 
to head a full-fledged publicity de- 
| partment with record promotion 


'as one ef the duties. The tendency | 
(is pointed up, moreover, by the} 


_fact that Howie Richmond, has put 


'on a blonde, Tommie Mé@Leston, to. 


‘tour the country in behalf of his 
,recorded tunes. Richmond, whose 
'success as a publisher with such 
| hits as ‘Music, 
| night, Irene,” “The Roving Kind” 
'and “So Long” largely stems from 


the power with deejays which he | 


|established as a promoter, has 
‘taken a lead which other pubbers 
| will follow. 


Tele Blacklists 


Continued from page 1 eee 




















“cently in a whodunit on a major 
;network dramatic show. Thesp in 
question had a relatively small 
part but his dialog contained the 
clue to the entire story. Came time 
for his all-important line and he 
went completely blank. Other 
actors tried to pick up the pieces 
as much as possible but the dam- 
| age was too heavy to be rectified 
_and the entire show flopped. Since 
this same actor had been guilty of 


ia similar violation, although a less | 
{ruinous one, in a previous show, | 
this producer plans never to use|} 


| him again, 








Miami Columnist 


LS Continued from page 2 =a 

















_After his appearance before the 
| grand jury, Bruun was cited on 
| the two counts. 

| Bruun had to retract the item in 


+a subsequent column.  Bruun’s 
retraction came after knight 
| offered to contribute $10,000 


It’s CBS’ “creative |to any charity which George B. | 


| his “blind item.” Knight then 
|offered Storer the alternative of 


| The retraction followed. 

| Winchell was summoned by the 
| grand jury on basis that he was 
jat the Litthe Palm Club ‘which re- 


Frederick Parkhouse, 62, film’ out in front, but since names alone! opened recently and which had 
technician, died Feb. 6 in Holly- have not brought the answer, the’ been under fire from the Miami 


wood, after a heart attack on the 
Universal-International lot. 





Edward C. Siegfried, projection- | 


ist, in St. Louis, Jan. 29 of heart 
disease. Wife and daughter sur- 


kindly,” and the “Merry Malones.” | vive, 





MAURICE ROSENFELD 
Maurice (Rosy) Rosenfeld, 48, | 
radio chief of MacLaren Advertis- | 


that city. 


In radio since 1933, he gained | 


much of hi experience in produc- | 
tion, promotion and technical de- 





Brother of Fern Sharp, WBNS 
and WBNS-TV women’s commen- 


ing Ltd., Toronto, died Feb. 6 in| +#tor, died in Columbus, O., Feb. 





NBC farm commentator, died Feb. 


tail in Hollywood, New York and, 7 at Park Ridge, Il. 


Montreal, until joining the Mac- 
Laren agency radio setup in 1937. 
He was in great part responsible 
for the development of Canadian 
talent, including Alan 
Wayne & Shuster. 
ate days, he was outstanding in 
track sports and hockey. 

Survived by wife, son and daugh- 
er, 





ISAAC FISHBERG 
Isaac Fishberg, 101, oldest mem- 
ber of Local 802 of the American 
Federation of Musicians, died in 
New York Feb. 12. *He was famed 
as a flutist and conducted his own 


coming to the U. S. in 1922. 


Fishberg was born in Proskurov, 
Ussla, as Isaac Beckerman. The 
family was musically inclined and 
4a number of relatives had come to 


the U.S. before Fishberg made the | 


trip. 


Surviving are six sons and five 
daughters, 





. SAM MILNER 

Sam Milner, 40, branch manager 
or Eagle Lion Classics, died Feb. 

in Los Angeles. 

Starting in the film business 
With Republie as salesman in Seat- 
tle in 1936, Milner held various 
Posts before becoming district sales 
Manager for PRC in 1946. He took 
over Eagle Lion’s, Los Angeles 
branch when that. company ab- 
Sorbed PRC. His wife and son, 
Martin, a film actor, survive. 





JOSFPH E. GARRISON 
Joseph E. Garrison, 50, south- 


“est division manager of Univer- 
Pictures, died 


“tl-International 


Young, | 
In undergradu- | 





Wife of Frank Sylvano, former 
bandleader and radio singer, died 
| in Chicago, Feb. 5. 








| 


| TV's Dilemma 


| 








——um—em Continued from page 1 ee 


who has two more TV shows to go 
‘for Lucky Strike this season, and 
/ won't even bother coming east for 
‘them, preferring to settle for the 
less-desirable kinescope. 





Even such sock standouts as, 
Orchestra in the Ukraine before Jimmy Durante, conceded to be TV’s | the 


'No. 1 click among the old-estab- 
‘lished vets, and Dean Martin-Jerry 
Lewis, sharing the same distinction 
among the _ virtual newcomers, 
aren't particularly enthusiastic 
‘about continuing on a regular basis. 


|The material, they find, just isn’t 
around—and the strain on the ner- 
vous system is something they 
hadn't previously encountered. 


| The NBC Star Dilemma 





| NBC. which jumped into the 


‘forefront in video with its wrapup 
of practically all the major comics 
in sight—Allen, Hope, Eddie Can- 
tor, Sid Caesar-Imogene Coca, 
Bobby Clark, Jack Carson, Durante, 
Ed Wynn, Groucho Marx, Danny 
Thomas, Martin & Lewis, Jack Car- 
ter, et  al.—paradoxically finds 
itself in the middle of a dilemma 
over the uncertainty attending the 
TV future of many of these stars, 
either because of the talent’s un- 
happiness with the programming 


| 


Wife, 52, of Everett Mitchell, | 


competitive race appears to be 
/ wide open. 


| 











|| Hwood Red Quiz | 





Continued from page i = 


Republican congressmen over the 


inson. At his own request late last 
year, Robinson was twice called be- 
fore the committee to clear him- 
self of allegations that he had Com- 
;munist connections. The commit- 
tee finally issued a printed report 





, which, in effect, gave the actor a _had dropped in for late supper and | 


‘clean bill of health. 


| What the Republicans com- 
{plained about was that none who 


|claimed to have evidence about | 
_Robinson had been called in at the | 
‘same time. The committee decided | 
|informally it would probably call | 
|Robinson again, plus anyone who, 


‘thought he had evidence of pinko 
‘connections for the thesp. 


Use S.A. Pitch 


Continued from page 1 














over-all operation of Nat 
‘Shapiro, another disk flack. 

Considering that the total num- 
_ber of operatives of both sexes is 
‘in the neighborhood of 20, the 


‘high ratio of gals indicates the, 


,special need for their public Te- 
lations talents, for that something 


‘that supplies the slight edge where | 


‘all other factors are equal. Miss 
Perle, for instance, planted 1,000 
|Jipsticked kisses last week on 


|eards addressed to deejays for the 


tune, “Counterfeit Kisses,” a stunt 
sure to produce an effect that no 
man could duplicate. 
Publisher-based femme pro- 
moters are also increasing in num- 
ber but have not yet reached 


striking percentage level. Reason | 
is the fund of manpower avail- | 


able among professional contact- 
‘men that can be pressed into serv- 
ice for the deejay front because of 
paucity of live plug contacts. Gals 
are usually secretaries who double 
on the platter circuit. 

| Seena Starr, for instance, labors 


Crime Commission as well as the 
_Miami Herald and News as being 
|'a known gambling spot) the same 
'evening Knight and a party were 
|there. The Arthur Childers spot 
_has always been noted for its cul- 
| sine. Some seasons ago, its so- 
| called gambling adjuncts’ were 


| closed. According to Winchell, he 


handling of actor Edward G. Rob-! understood that Bruun had men- 


_ tioned his name in connection with 
his testimony. He was in the club 
after his Sunday night broadcast 


along with Paul Scheffels, ABC pro- | 


| ducer of his show, and John Bates, 
agency rep for his sponsor. They 


| for the show, which features Rosa- 
lind Courtright. 


SWG Rights 


| ee Continued from page 5 sae 

















der $100,000; and $3,000 minimum 
and not more than 12 weeks for 
‘pix above that figure. Guild also 
won equality with producer and 
director on screen and advertising 
| credits. Although unable to ob- 
‘tain provision for added writer 


compensation on remake, reissue 
‘or sequel pictures, producers 
agreed that question of television 


payment would be held over and | 


contract can be reopened at the 


agreements with either Screen Ac- 


‘tors Guild or Screen Directors | 
In effect, this means three , 


| Guild. 
talent groups will bargain for tele- 
vision fees jointly some time in 
(the future. 

Although agreement, which will 
‘be put on paper today (‘Tues.), 
must be approved by boards and 
‘members of each group, it’s figured 
‘this was nothing more than a for- 
'mality. 

SWG prexy Karl Tunberg pre- 
sided at board meeting Monday 
night, when pact was approved, 
and disclosed it will go to member- 
ship for approval either Feb. 22 
or 26. New conditions are effec- 
tive Thursday (15). although com- 
pleted contract wou't be ready 
.for signing for several weeks. 


Music,” “Good- | 


time studios might make video'§ 














| Tapers Cutting 


site. something which isn’t pos- 
| sible with disks. 

Market for the pre-recorded tape 
‘library will be the 500,000 home 
‘tape machines Rynd_ estimates 
‘there now are in the country, be- 
sides the broadcasters, who may 
want them. A recent survey made 
by the Batten, Barton, Durstine & 
Osborne ad agency for its Scotch 
brand tape client showed a great 
interest by U. S. radio stations in 
a tape library service. It’s also re- 
ported that RCA Victor is mulling 
mass production of a low-cost tape 
(machine once the present arma- 
ment and defense boom is over 
and labor and material are avail- 
able. 

Major record companies such as 
RCA Victor, Columbia and Decca 
are still leery of selling music on 
tape. It’s not figured likely that 
‘taped tunes will cut heavily into 
their sales at present for several 
reasons. First, name bands and 
‘artists whose lure sells recordings 
are not available on tape and won't 
be until a special deal is inked 
with the American Federation of 
Musicians. Second, while the qual- 
ity of the tape is high and will be 
excellent on good machines, cheap 
| ($100-$200) home tape recorders 
it’s claimed, will not yield fidelity 
comparable with that of LP micro- 
groove systems. 

Another possible disadvantage of 
“albums” on tape is the difficulty 
of playing a particular pop tune or 


_-movement of a symphony in the 


middle of the reel. Pre-recorded 
tapes now béing offered by A&V 
are plastic and paper, at 7'2 and 
15-inch speed, single and double 
track. If the demand is big enough, 
more tunes would be released on 
paper, which would lower the price 
tag. Present demand for the tape 
library is from home recorder own- 
ers who want the tunes to add to 
their own collection of taped 
music. 

A&V has recently had a capital 


‘ & Storer, Florida Sun pub was in-| expansion. Prexy Rynd is a former 
NBC’s top terested in, if Bruun could prove | operations v.p. of the ABC web. 


| Hards, who recently joined the or- 
ganization, was previously with 


emphasis on scripting and ideas, in| proving it, or facing a libel suit.| London Records and World Broad- 


casting System, latter being Fred- 
eric W. Ziv Co.’s transcribed mu- 
sic library. 





MARRIAGES 


Joan Adrienne Kalmine to Dan- 
iel Morton Paradies, New York 
Feb. 10. Bride is a daughter of 
Harry M. Kalmine, prexy of War- 
'ner Bros. Theatres. 
| Lois Isabel Livingston to Richard 
‘Paul Brandt, New York, Feb. 11, 
| He is son of Harry N. Brandt, head 
\of Brandt circuit of N. Y. film 
houses. 
| Phyllis Tobias to Alvin Feder- 
'man, New York, Feb. 4. Bride is 
(daughter of ‘sOngwriter Henry 
| Tobias. 
| Frances Gill to Vie Mazzotta, 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 25. Bride is a 
cafe organist. 

Terry Moore to Glenn Davis, 
| Glendale, Cal., Feb. 9. Bride is a 
screen player; he’s the former All- 
American grid player. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. William § R, 
Sweeney, son. Portland, Me., Feb. 
2. Father is managing director of 
WMTW inere. 

Mr. and Mrs: Michael Gordon, 
daughter, Hollywood, Feb. 4, 
'Father is a ‘director at 20th-Fox, 

Mr. and Mrs. John  Vizzard, 
daughter, Hollywood, Feb. 5. 
Father is with the Production 
Code Administration, 

Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Raddatz, 
daughter, Hollywood, Feb. 7. 
Father is chief of NBC’s Western 
/network press department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Elders,.son, 
Chicago. Feb. 7. Father is Chi 
head of American Federation of 
Radio Artists. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Kaecher, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, Feb. 5. 
Father’s with Lee Kelton band. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stan Roman, son, 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 6. Father’s a 
bandleader. 

Mr. and Mrs. Buck Hall, son, Los 
Angeles, Feb. 6. Father is a tech- 
nician at 20th-Fox. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. McDon- 
ough. daughter, Portland, Me., Feb. 
3. Father is VARIETY mugg in 
Portland. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dick Weaver. son, 
New York. Feb. 6. Mother is for- 
mer Mildred Jocelyn, — singer; 
father a pressagent. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bandler, 
daughter, New York. Feb. 12. 
Father i head of the Bandler ad 
agency: mother is daughter of 
iJulian T. Abeles, showbiz attorney. 
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C’EST SI BON to return to the 
PERSIAN ROOM, Plaza Hotel, New York, February 15 


APRES-England, Scotland, France, Belgium, Holland, 
Switzerland, Brazil, Argentina, Chile, Peru, 
Uruguay, Colombia 


JEAN SABLON 


The JEAN SABLON RADIO SHOW (D. J. Syndicated) 
Starting Feb. 19 Monday thru Friday in New York WOR 


a 


Exclusive Representative-MARTIN GOODMAN, 65-West 54th St., New York, N. Y. 
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